THETWO 
SACRAMENTS OF, 


THE GOSPELL: 


Barrtisme AND THE 
SvpPprer OF THE Loro, 


Divided i into two Parts, 


The firht treating of the Do@rine and Nature of the 
Sacraments ingenerall, and of thefe two in fpeciall; together 
with the Circumftances attending them. _ 
The fecond containing the-mauner of our due pre- 


paration tothe Receiving of the Supper ofthe Lord? As 
alfo, of our behaviour in andafterthe fame, 
Firft; 


Whercunto is Annexed an Appendix, fhewing’; 
Chriftian may finde his Preparation to the Supper (wreete and cafie ; a. 
Secondly,the caufes why the Sacrament is{ounworthily Ree 
ceived by the worft;and fo fruitlefly by the 4 etter | 


fort: with the Remedies to avoyd them both, ? 


The fecona Edstion, 
D. R. B. of Divin. Minifter the Gofpell. 


Math. 3.14, 7 indeed bapei( water, he after me; 
whois worthier than Ibe baptize yon the Holy Ghoft 


| Efay 25.6, Andin his mountaine foal the Lord of bofts make unto all people r 


a fap of fas things, A ifeaft of wines on the lees, of fat ici oe 
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AND GOOD 
the old Lady Barington, 


<Grace and Peace.. 


f 


Or fundry canfes this Treatife of 
) || mine feekes your Patronage. One 


is, That intereft of love and re- 
{pect, whichalong time (not my 
loving acceptance of fach former 
fervice of mineto God and his Churchin this kinde, as 


kath privately come to your hands : whercin you fave in- 
enya profeffed your felfe to be a dayly travailer with 
ome fruite. Likewifethathonourable efteeme which | 
have ever borne, and beare to the memory ef that noble 
and worthy Knight your deccafed husband, was nota lit- 
tle moment in m a : Not to fpeake of my ace 

- quaintance with fome of your religious Race , of whom 

Ufaytheleffe, as perfwaded that they fecke the praife of 
God,and not ofman. Befides all thefe, I adde chis : That 
_ tyhopeis, that from your patronage and prote@ion, 

_ fome of your owne ranke, and more of your infériotirs, 

(who looke after bookes as allows 


much for the grace 


TO ‘ 
MABAM 
; 
4 | 
ae 


The E piftle Dedicatorie. 
Gf their betters, as forthe wosth of their matte 
mightby readingthereof, be drawac to love them for the 


true good which they havegainedtherebys-~- 
Yet I muftnor deny, but thereisagreatermotivethan 
all thefe : feldome have I ferioufly cenverfed with your 
Ladifhip at any time’, bur Ihave obfervedfome carefyl- 
neflein you, to be letled upon fome good.evidences which 
might fecure you of pardon, and favour with God. A | 
folemne obje& ! I conteffe, the very thought whereof as 
you miay blele God for, fo much more you fhall have 
-caufe to praife you! Which fhall 
come topafie , if(as alway, fo) efpecially inthis laftac 
of your life , you {hall give all diligence by reading ,medi- 
tation, and prayer, to makeit {ureto your owne foule. My 
defire thercfore being, that I might conferre: fompwhat 
hereto ; and fichence God hath catfi your eve and affection 
upon my labours, ( which doe chiefly ayme atthis marke) 
I befeech the Lord foro guide your {pirit ia your perufall 
thereof; That (whatfoeveryou paffe over befides) you 
may take fpeciall marke of thofe grounds of Humiljati- 
on, felfe-deniall,and faith, which moft concerne the | 
maine pointofaflurance, . Neglecting fo occafion, ifby 
any meanes you may attainc to the relurreation of the 
dead , and the whilft may be fatisfied with. peace and joy, 
‘through beleeving. That fo, your heart dayly growing | 
more tender, and confident uponthe bare werd of the 
promife ( youneedeno other fupport ) your whole beart 
andconverfation may.be moulded into anew ercature, 
accordingtothemeafureofmercy! 
Twillnotdelay you withdifcourfe about the contents 
ofthe enfuing Treatife; that were but to prevent both the 
Bpiftle follewing , and the Booke it felfe. Astouching 
helpes for your comfortable receiving(whichIhaveno= 
you to fpeake ferioufly of) Icannotdoubt but your 


— 
Epiftle Dedicatory. 

Ledifhip hath many, (though know not who have 
cravailed in this kind with me, to unite the full-do&rine 
and practife ofthe Supper in one. ) But foras mugh asit is 
behoovefullupon fuch occafions, not onely to<heare in 
publique, but alfotohave fome reall fubjec& at hand 
which may prefent the Truth to adefiroys heart ; and re- 
leeve memery ; therefore I doubr not bur this Treatife 
addea furtherance thereto. If,asthe Lord hath with 
labour and 6 er 7 yeares, thoughts( now 


 broughethis poore fruire cothe light, fo he pleafe to adde 


afutable fucceffe unto it, in his peoples practife # I fhall 
have no caufetorepent me. Itis the Lord, who as hee is 
tyedto none of our tongues or pens, fo yet hath bound 
himfelfe to our faith, prayers anddiligence, To whom 
therefore commending the iflue of your Ladifhips endea- 
vours herein, together with the profperity of your felfe 
snd yours, am happy end of your long pilgrimage, and 


peace to Yracé, Irefk 


Your Lads/bi 


beundes D. Re 
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affected Reader. 


OOD Reader , 4 have ever efteemed 
the Lord lefus, the new birth andnone 
rifoment ofbis Church, te be ( of 
ther Arguments and Treatifes of 
vinity) the moft eminent and effentiall, 
either for fach as preach and write , to 
infift upon sor for thefe that heare and 
reade, toimprooue rothemfclues , by 
knowing and beleeving. And {thence 
our good God hath not contented him- 


felfere wouchfafe to bis C burch this great gift of Chrift, onely by 


the werd of promife: ( which yet being groundedupon/{uch 


ken Foundations , as hss owne decree,the death ofhis Son, and the 


farthfulne ffe of bus difpenfers, might well claime the obedience and 
confent of faith at ony bands ) But alfo hath added the Sacraments 
as feales of thukis covenant, and asthe utmoft affurance of his good 
meaning ; moreover annexing the Spirit of proms(e and of tale, to 


them both, forthe better applying tocach foule inparticular , his 


part tn thefe goed things which hee hath betcamed her: 1 have 
shoucht it fitreft ( baving now leafwre more than enough tochnfe my 


argument) tolight upon this, of Chrift Sacramentall; as giving 


mie hope of doing the moft comprchenfive good, and becomming mot 


aavantacions te the Chnrch of God, beth for the underfianding 


and of that dekhrine, 
Every man defireste have that wich be buye thor enjoyeth, when 
the commodity wat the beft:When men would either flew or buy 
wares or catele sn the Market, the defire to fet them forth at the 
beff, and whenthey are in bef to attract buyers, Wee love to 


behold the faces of them wee love, when they are atthe beft, for 


bealth 
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Tothe Reader. 


pealthof body and fpirit and if wee were as wife to improove every 
ching tothe bef, as wee are willing to get st at the bests it ts » 


we loue to get nothing at the worft,which may be come by at the bef. 


Now then the Sacraments exhibite Chrift (as I may fay at hus bef: 


And as Pharaoh’s daughter invited to come and beheld §alomon> 


when he was clothed with akthofecoftly ornaments aud clory,where~ 


with hs mother made him glad on bis crowning day $f doe the Sa- 
craments offer Chrift agreater obje& than Salomon even in he bef 
Grace , inthericheft and royalleft robe of his righteou{neffe, in the 


belt of bis Peace, joy, andcontentation which Godcan heftow bimin. 
whofe heart foonld not then eReeme him at thus beft of his, with bef 


judgement and affettion? by foolifs or Popifs compari/on of 


ene ordinance with another; but by confidering that cach ordinance 


with anether 1s better than another alone, and (a the Sacrament 


witha word , ¢s abone the word alone, becanfe it containes the word, 
and bath more befides init,even Chrift at habe, inthe fulne(ffe, 


length, depth, and ak treafures of breeding and monrifhing grace,not 


onely in himfelfe, but made over to my foule by the Father, grace for 


grace tome Wifedoms , Righteoufnelfe, Sanctification, and 
Redemption, | 


3 


Alas deave friends | What were the knowledge of this Lord Te- 


fus,as he rsoneljihe fecond perfon in Trinity ana the ercrnak wrord 


of the Father ? Ifthe depth of that myftery contained in Heb, 1.2. 
( Towit, that Chrift ts the brightnef[e of the Fathers glory, and 
the ingrauen forme of bis perfow) were fully underfteod by aman, 
(as who doubts but {uch knowledge were excellent? (yce alas! it falls 


of that excellent knowledge which Paul /peakes of, Phil.g, 10. 


Of Chrift Iefusmy Lord, who hath giuen him/{elfe forme, loved me, 
by whichthe worlds crucified to me, and I tast; thisoncly that 
to which ah other dungand drofe. Nay furtber, put café I 
knew him, asthe wrue Mediator,in allthree offices, and namely the 


true onely Prieft and fatisfier for the finnes of the world : Were 


thisthat excellent knowledge of all other , except he werecrucified 


alfa in the eye and to the (pirituall gaine of my foule, as my Lord and 


God, and as my [atisfattion,and the treader of the wine-preffe of 
the fierce wrath of God, Efay 63.1, that the anger of God wght 


be pactfied to me? Noverily Nay lafly, put cafethis knowledge 
of lefus ( brift my fatssfier , could poffibly be fevered from the know- 

ledge of himmy Sancifur alfo and that Chrift my birth, could be 

dinided from Chrift my Nouri foment ; my fiepport, bealth, growth, 
| 
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Tothe Reader. 


ceo Tara 


dent ? Were it not arentding (rather 
ment from another , yeaa paling of one efpecsall part of him from 
myfonle, and breaking of foprecions a Diamondin peices? What 


excellent things then muft thofe be, which prefent the Lord lefts in 
allthe[e three, the beanty of his perfon, the benefit of hts 


en, and the grace of his Santiification ; and that tome, with fears 


and delivery? That offer him( asl faid) at his This dee 


the Sacraments , and therefore of how great efceme fooula they be. 
tn the Church of Chrift ? 

Iconfef[e, if I prefented (brift to thy view (good Reader.) in 
thofe darke Sacraments of the Old Teftament , or no otherwifethan 


John Baptift could, 1 foonld bring thee a bargaine at the worft 
band. Feralthough Chrift weresmthemal/o, yet with fuch poore 
convincement, that I may. fafely fay : The body of receivers, who 
beheld the covenant of the Law as acovenant of workes and Righ. 


thereby did recesve the Sacraments as a curfe rather 
thana ble Upon them/clves sana bred worse blood in themfelves 
thereby » than before they had, For why? They renouncing the | 


right covenant ef Righteou[ues whereof they were feales , (a5 tt ss 


fayd, that Abrahanyreceived circumcipion as a [eale of it ) ana 
the law, as if it required a poffible obedience from thenz, 
to merit life; what did they bur cur{e themfelves and fay , Curfea 
be he who thinkes he can abide in ak things written tm the booke ofthe 


Lav todocthem? And not being ableto dosthem, but deluding 
themflelves, andtaking the Sacrament uponity whatdid they sn 


but feale up shat curferothem/elves and their feede? But jo, 


inthe Sacraments of the Gofpeh , offered thee abetter 


‘tion of the (pirit of the Lord Le[us, inthe feales of that righteon/- 


ne fle which comes by faith, and thereforea curfe ts turned into a 
bleffing. Fer asthe covenant is, which thon commeff in, fois the 


thou receiveft, both are bleffed , and thou comming in 


Satth nutothem, reccivelt from God a bleffing under feale: fo that 
hehathbleffed thee, andthon bee bleed, And is not thiathe 
Lord ag his bef ? 


Moreover , if I prefented thee onely lewi lh Sacraments, what 
Lreat thing froula offer thee Surely (hrift in adarkecorner,cir-— 
the Paffeoverin anhoufoeld by it 
Selfe : But lo, prefeng Chrift unto thee not witha veile before his 
Lace, which is ob/cure ina murror with open face, 
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phie from glory to glery, I fay a (rift Sacramental, nor offered 


| 4 Prieft to Goa Male, Ana inacorner of the Chursh, with a 
| 0 


ry to mumble an anfwere , butin the open view of his Church and 
afjemblies of hw Saints, Looke not here for Popifh, Anabapti/tical, 
Browniftical, or Schifmaticall Sacraments, huddled up-by afal(e 


Charchintheir hones, barnes, er corners, ( though | taxe not cors 


ners wherethe Church 23 prefent, as the Martyys were i woods: ) 
bit inthe waft of bis people, where Chrift the Lord of Sacraments, 
$s prefent with his owne, met in bis name, even inthe beasty of his 
holineffe. So that ashe {uffered not ina corner of heaven, er earth, 
but upon as hill before his ( burch, andrefufza not the world to bee 
witnelfes; and was lift up asthe Serpentin the wildernes, is the pube 
dike view of his people, [o that then profeffeft to be a dove of his 
flocke, and one of the youth of his wombc, P fal. 110, mayft fly to his 
loover and windewes, and come tuto lis Temple withfrequency as 


dew falls upon the gralfe, faying, How amiable aret Tabernae 
¢ 


cles O Lord of hosts! My flef> longeth, and my feete defire to fee 


and Standintheteurts of thine horfe, Even in the chanobers of my 


Mather! andin the Garden of thy Spices, even there give mee th 


love: There let thy Northwind of Prayer and bleffing blow thy fae 


vour into my noftrils, that after thine ointments powred ont there, 


the Danghters may follow theese And this, Chrift at the be ft ? 


But to proceede alittle in this argument (for {have locked my felfe 
ont of the balland therefore muft (hand a warleix my porch rather 
than xo where) what better proofe of the Lord Je/us at his beft, thar 
this, that hess offered to theein no leffe myfticall nuion for the end. 


fe: of amore myfticall onc? I meane as united to poore Bread and Wine, 


that he might alfo unite bimfelfe in the whole grace of bis Sacrifice toa 
thy fowle ce bodyiwWhat better & eaficr conveyace conlaft thon wifh 
than this, for fo feeble c& weake a (pirit as thine is? When once that 
people which followed Chrift fittsn upon [[e-colt , and riding 
asa King to lerufalem,cry ed Hofanna, and fayd, Bleffed be be thac 
cometh in the name of the Lord: Thinke we not that they [aw Chriff 
at thebeftiwhy did they elfe,(except they had beheld bis frirsthall 
Kingdome) cut downe Palmes and ftrew them in the ody [tripping 


 themfelves of their garments, to fet himthereon? Surely they were 


wot fo offended at the meanenes of bis palfrey and bafeneffe of the ont 


fidesthat they [aw in this his riding,a cleere reprefentation of bis glom 


vious graceand the Majefty of bis perfon. So foonlaft thou,in this 
of Chrift with bafecrumemes of bread or drops of wine beh olds. 
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Serre the grace which put ixtothem.El/e to what end foowla they 


Tothe Reader. 


fpirituall prefence of Chri/?, who ca eth act for fuch creatures: 


bur for thy foule; and being farre from fumbling at the bafeneffe of 
the Affe, or Elements, vp thy (oulero amore heavenly fenfe, 
of the Lord comming into thy heart and [pirst ,bringing thee 


to God, and leading thee ro the fusxtaine of thy ble [ledneffe in a farre 


clofer manner than ever Adam was. Andis not this union, the Lora 
this Sacramental anion proceeds that exhibstive nature of 
Sacraments, carrying the Lord lefus intothe foule of all the ele 


that communicate. For to what endis anson Sacramental, fave 


that the Sacraments being thus poffesfed of the Lord my fticale 


lyinthem , micht exbibiteto all, and effecinalty carrysntothe bo~ 


fomes of the elefl , the power of this Lord Icfis , and convey as 


Vefsels, channels and Pipes, that grace which they containe 2d doe 
not meane that by vertue of the worke wrought, or by the force of 
Divine inftitution, theres any naturall holinef[e putinto them, 
or magical power of tnchantment , to rakehold ofthe foule. No,in 
no wife :for how many thoufands are there both young and old, whe 
after the enjoying of the Sacraments, doe put moft woefull barres 
theirowne way, that the power of Sacramentall wnion might 
nenmer come at them? Sothat whenthe ( ovenant comes to be dsfpen- 
ced untothem, they fare as perfons utterly difabled to tt, 
Day, weither dare I thinke that by verine hereof, its of abfolute nee 
coffiry that all Elett infants mult recesue conver fion of grace, suftin 
the atl of their Baptizing : for what were this but to aflcribe more to 
the Seale than to the Conenant yea, toinvert their order, and to 
ascribe greater power to an ordinance, (under whichthey walke 20 
30,40. yeeres carcle y¥, without difcover y of Any grace at all 
ther than tothe lively power of the Couenant preached, and working 
rom that time forth an apparant change? Sothat although in cha- 
rity Lam bound to thinke ne other, (ave that all (uch as receiue Sa 
craments duely, cencurre with the grace of the Spirit for frtureim- 
provement: Yer totye the Loras hands behind him, and to make 
the Lord of Sacraments to become their underling , assfhe had pat 


timfelfe out of Authority and office, wholky to be fubjel to his Sa~ 


crament, what indignity were it for the ordainer ? No not fo: But 

fe farre , fo often, and where it (eeme good tohim/elfe, to make 
ule of his Saerament for the good of his Ele& ( for whofe good they 
Serve) there doubtleffethele Ordinances doe both prefent and cone 
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Tothe Reader. | 
haveit , except they might convey it? Now fumme up all,and an- 
fwere 1s not the exbibitive power of the Sacrament, the LordIe 
fia at his ? Is not aveall render better thana bare figne, or a | 
_promife encly without performance? He that promifeth an hundred 
pounastolend or giveto hts peore friend, andprefently tenders the 
money that he might be beforehand, doth bee notlend or give at 
thebefe2 
ay more than this, not the Sacraments cnely are thua exhibi=- 
tive of Chrift to the foule: But by vertue of the union] have fpoken 
of , the Lord himfelfe is thereprefent (where his inftitution ss 
duely obferved) tobe the Baptizerof has members, and to be the 
fteward and of his family: that is, robefhow bimfelfemp- 
pon the Touching Bapti(me firft , truestis, That our Lord 
Lefiss himfelfe never baptifed any outwardly: howbeit as pr a 
much more now being afcendea, he stiswhe inthe ontwdrd Bap- 
ti[me of the Minifter, doth give gifts unto men, and doth fiill 
baptife all his, withthe holy Ghoft and fire. Apoore finfull maz 
whathe can doe; but further hecannot goe : Hee dsves the sn- 

fantinte , holdsitin, and receives st out cgainefrom the water, 
baptifing tin the nameof the facrea Trimty, Butthss our great 
Baprift , hess allin allfor the deing of the worke. Itishewhocafts 
inthe falt of his divine healing pewevintocerrupt and (of them- 

felves) accurfed creatures and Elements ; its bee that removes 
the curfe, death and barrenneff[e of the waters utterly unable to en- 
gender ; he takes off their bafemncomelineff[e, he darts andplantsin 
themthe efficacy of his owne death andrefurretlion both for merit of 
pardon, and of holineffe: be fanBifies and cleanfes them, that they 
become hallowed and purging infiruments Ana asa planter 
| | takes the fiew of the Apple-tree, and pitches it into a (rab-tree 
fhocke: fothe Lerd lefus takes the pretious fien of hisowne Righte- 
onfne le, the power of bis owne death and grave , the ftrengrh of his 
refurvetiion and exalting , and pitches bothinto water: [othat wae 
Chrift-water, Chrifis death and life , fo that the foule 
iswalht with the ome, asthe body with the otker; The foule (by faith 
an the covenant ) feeles ber defcent into thé Water, to become a [pirst 
diving ber inte the laver, and blood, and grave ofthe Lard lefus: 
her being under the water, to become the brooding and fruchi- 
fying the water, robeceme a feede of life abiding tn the wombe of 
the fowle , ro regenerate st to the life of Chrift ; Her arifing up from 
«the water, to become a [pirat of Refurrettion (as Peter excellently 
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\ TotheReader. 
freakes Epift, cape 3. verfe a1. ) and baptifing of the foule with 
allivity andraifing of her up wetlo Chrift, from her death > £rave, 

bafene and mifery and glory. Yeain all three the | 
foule feeles the power of anew and omnipotent creation of kerto God, 
inorafting her in God,never to be pulled from him any more as at 
Andas the Spirit whereby the Lordofferedup tsmiclfe was , fois the 
power: of rhe fame Spirit.to the foule, begetting and reneweng tt ; 
ternal : fo that the mever dying power of Baptifme Reepes the 
| branch of the vine thas once put in,to abide fer-everingrattea plane 
| | tedintothe perfon of Emanuell : /o that bimfelfe the fiocke hak as 
foone wither, astie [oule which by fasth ham perifh, No more 
baptifings bali ncede than one, becaufe Chrift lsvcti inthe foule, and 
vecovereth ber by lis wnreftrainedinfinence, from all her 
wartings teber former sntegrity more Barkes are re- 
| 


quired after che favethisone. Now,if Chrift [elfe per- 
fon ( wotthe poorc ALimifter with all his atts onely) be thetrae 
canst be orberwife, but Bapti/me must needes be the Lord le/us 
Laftly, to adde one word of the Supper finfull toxgne and 
banas (1 fay not of awicked (Mafe-Prief?) but even the beft con- 
feoraser cf the Sacrament , that lives, cannot bleffefufficiently : But 
the Lord Ic/ua cur fieward, bets the etdminifter of it completely ; hee 
tsthetrue confecrater, yea the foode and feeder of the Soulcs of his 
owne, with his prettons body and blood unte eternity. None whomthe 
Father bath given tim to be his ones, CAM ACCAY, pine , or wi- 
ther undcr bis band while he lvesto make them Prowifion, Hee told 
7 bis Difciples, he wenld cate and drinke no more of the fruite of the 
| Vine, till bz drankeit in the kincdome: meaning , till be {Pirstually 
without mouth or hands , atdprefent him(clfe with his ChurchSa-— 
cramentally , thereto feede them: But inthat fence kee promifcd te 
withthem tothe worlds end. Heittisthen whoasthe Alia 
fher of the feaft andthe al/o, welcometh, provideth for, 
vonrageth his cucitstoeate geod things, andto delight snfatnefe: He 
st whe not onclyinthe Afsnsfters perfonjicil confecrateth, bur by bis 
might and firength, derives ail bis blood, fpirit, marrow and nourifb~ 
ment sntothe bones and veincs of his poore wsembers, by this union 
with the elements ; whereby he faveth and {uftaineth all kis true 
ones that cry after bis bref? and/uccour, he cannot (uffer them to 
backe., Andashimfelfein divers phrafesexpreffeth , he feedesthem 
in Pafiures , leades them tothe waters , bee cherifecth them 
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them as his branches, andby bide as the doove;they 
and ont, findsng paftere, For be bath made kim/elfe ene with bread ang wine, 

that gman wot Levin by bread onely, but y every, werd that proceedesh one ofthe 


tothefoule, and betherein (yfteincd withfaith and the fruits, as after in the 


this tbe Lord at bis beft inthis Sacrament 
| Endleffe it were to recite all which might convince thee of this excehoney 
Chrift Sacramental. who would net confeffe tbatfrsend to his Love ms 
who foould moftdram\ncare to him inhy greateft troubles? and us uot 
Chrift Sacramental for the nonce? To what cnd then. doth he offer thee bie. 


and ton fehowfip his affisctions, with confidence of ov 
epmmingin he firength? Againe,if aman fhould to doe thee kn 


kind , 45 fhould fupply thy peewliar want ? What kindneffe connted of, like that 
phsch moft (cafonable 

fuperfiuous Even Chrift Sacramental, areleefe of cach {oules perfanah, 
difeafes, Wants. decajes, diffempers, Like to the max of Baalfhalifhe, 
62 King 4.42. who brenght loaves of ( orneand Prefents tothe Prophet, when 


Wherein canst more cleerely appcare thatthe Lord lefus affered thee in the 


Cif. 


friends howe, tel me when foouldft thou thinke thou cameft at the 
 thanin the middcft of a feaft ? Sol [a here, The Sacrament uthe Kin 
atthe of his Sonne: the 0 


afullfeaft of all refined wines fat and thing If Geds Ordinary be fo 


fen 


 felfe fot the prefent, and for afterwards with choice Deinties, as the Aramites 
Lampe, and the fulne je thereof pes leapirs, 
| pe But now Wivat ts ihe up (bot of all ? wee areat our 
worst, when hrift bef?! Ob momyne that after 70. yeeres liberty of the word 
Sacraments ih the Church : yet by. the inne of man,fnch my as thefe 
froula lye by, difefleemed , becaufe unacknowledged ? True st 15, as once it 
wasadecpe concert with the lew , that bts Meffia muft neede, be fome [pecial 
perfou: But whenthe true Meffia indecdecime , theyknew not what to make 
ofhim ; ke was a ftrange wonder unto them, Sonow, it deepely dwels sn mol 
thatinthe Sacrament fome myftical thing lyes hidden: But when they 
toss they reccive they know not mbat ; The cane, their. carnalsiz 


nelle , wouldft thou interpret biskindneffe at the beft , sf it lay infucha 


ile ? Thatwhich releeves not defell, may be thought 


there was anceefity of famasne, anda multitudete be fed, But Lendina words 


_ mouth of God : may;in and by the/e Elensents, draw afecret 


‘Treatife ( God willing) | fall more fully declare. He whofe fiche once eaten 
yet offers himfelfe often for therelecfe of dayly de 


blood, and bid thee drinke it fave tacenforme thee toa of pin 


Sacrament at bis best, thauin his If then fhouldeft vifite 


the bibs, the of God,and heaven, 


15 bis feaft of Cursft, Chrifas brs bc Where thy foule may fill it 
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gidfte fualnt which is offended at the Siritwalnefe o f chews: which makes 


Tothe Reader? 


them alleadge, ob they are darke matters, and for great Divines, noe 
Sor a to meddle withall, cAndthus intine, corrupt cafe breen 


ding errour that erronr growes to proave Religion and as at firft men 
thought them dificult, /o at length sts their beft denotion,to reft ia blind and 


fuperfpitious reverence of athingunknowne. As ihofe eAthenian:,whofer 


pan Adar to the wnkaowable God: blind devotion being the meere falling foort 


of faith, difeafe bad infetted popery oncly,it had beenc well :But ths Po. 


Connting itthetop of Religion, 


poore fowles, To what purpose doe we fo crake and boaft of onr Sa- 


craments ofthe Gofpell, thar rheyare above thofe ofthe old Tefhamsent in all 
ve/pelts ( asindeete they are) whenasits cleare by good experience, that fete 
ting afide fome places enlightned by the Word, onr Sacraments tothe body of 
oxr people, are as dimme and dumbe reprefenters of a Christ already crucsfied, 
a: tothe lew, they were darke pretendings of the Meffiatocome. Ob ! How 
darkene [fe ts this, that people mow inthis mid-day of ight, 
wre lobafied that st fares with them as ifit weretwyligh: ? Is it mot fcare, nll, 


thas whentbere ie fe greatedds inthe Jeafon, there foonld be folittle inthe pera 
fons living tnthem! 


fe blindue fe makes all feafens alike, both of durke. 
me fleand ight ? How fearefullis it that our eye foould be fo evill to onr felves 
when Godsisfo good ? and that we fhouldbe/uch Almuers of Godsbounty to 
felves asif we fill ferved an hard Mafter, what ss this butte betray Ged 
of Hypecrites, profane ones,andsgnorants? 


This little underftanding of the[e myfteries , among men in this of ours | 


( wherein mens frequency ofreceiving [eemes to frive with their unfriut full. 
welle) hath beene one occafion of my publifbing this Treatife. That (sf 
that exce/fiveexalting of the Sacraments in Popery, above the word or any es 


ther peece uf wor (hip, through their Superfition: might be equalled among 


ProteBants inthe Church of God, with as truely honourable an cfheeme theree 


of and that from kuowledge and experience of their werth, Conf dering partly 
«the bitte care of teaching thetr dottrsne in Congregations: and partly the cold 

preparation of fuch as recesue ana partly the refing of men in ther perfors 
msances oncly withont power or fruit : could not fee wherein I fhoula doe greac 


ger honomr to God thaxto exnbanfe the knowledge of Chrift Sacramental , and 
to incite others to doett , whofe learned ana babituous abilises can firre beta 


ter porns it? Andfurely it frands us alinhand, ( lef fignes of contr adiflin 
enacface) toonr uttermoft,to vindicate the excelzncy of onr 


pif leaven bf carnall Sacraments whic [owred the firft reformation with 
Chri: hath tasnted ws with as dangerous an erromr,cvento 
in acarsalldevetion, and the opus operatum of 4 devous blinde receiving, 
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thofe rich legacies which the finne of man, or that man of finneswith hid 


| brite unto them, tobe theirjnft portionand ; befeecbing the Lord, 
hat as be fhall vonchfafe us clearer light of knowledge, fo (asour (hurch Lia 
turgy commands us to pray ) that ancient Difcipline of Gods houfe might pre- 
wasle among us! I meane,that whereas the number of ignorant, feandalons and 
unprepared ones, asmuch exceedes the number of prepared, penitent, and wore 
thy Communicants, asthe Army of the Aramutes exceeded the Ifraclites two 


frckes of Kiddes: by this meanes, s+ might pleaft God, the number of the latter 


Tothe Reader. 


iceshave jo long kept hid from the true beires and ewsers thereof, maybe 


| might as much exceede the former. 


For my owne part, ( toreturne tomy matter ) Lbleffe Ged, that while it wae 


my lot to have awayle sn the Prisfts Santiuary next tethe preaching of Chrift 
in the promife , it was my poore careand conr{e both by Catechifme and Ser. 
mons, to difcover binsinhw Sacraments. Which labour (as weakeas it was) 


Thave fo little canfe to repent of : shat now Lam encenraged iu my[elfetoren 
coke andcompile thofe [cattered meditations into fame method and view, for 
the benefit of others that heard them not, 4 great motive wherete was alfathis, 
that as while they were preached , they found ful as much approbation, as a= 
"4 part ele of my labours : fo, fince they have provoked the defires of many more 
t 


an ]can mention, that they might not with my felfe lye by, and be buried in 
forgetfulneffe. Adde hereto; that now in this vacancy of better fervicé, I 


conld not eafily quit my felfe of that idle unfrmirfulnes which t00foone (asrufp) 


asready to grow ws, without fervice done inthis kinde, 


Toyouthenl addref[e my fpecch, in the conclufion, deare friends who 
beene taught by, and now are made partakers of my labours : Befceching yew, 


and the Lord for you , that by the lively refemblance ef thefe things which 


yon have beene long monldedin , and foal bebere prefented withall; yon wenld 
(give Tcftimony to thu Truth, asthe Truth in lefns, That is, that by 
 fpwitnall prospering in the graceof the Lord lefis Sacramensall , yee would 


commend this Dottrine of the Sacraments, efpecially of the Supper, So foal I 
bavecanfetofay , That you are my Epifile writtenin your hearts, knowne and 


read of all men, and manifcfied to be the Epifile of Chriff, not written with 


Inkein paper , but with the Spirit of obedience andlove,inthe flelay Tables of 
your heart\Ob hew you then fafeguard menoct from the evill tongues of men 


Qwbich Ifeare not) but tbe contradittion of hypocrites, and thefoule afperfion 


of an unprofitable of Chrift ? In which happy wifh I ceafe troubling 


and commend your reading bercof te the bleffing of God. Farewelt 
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"The Contents of this firtt The Contents of this’ {2 
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TREATISE 
» THE TWO SACRAMENTS 
OF THE GOSPELL: Baptisms, 
“AND THE OF THE 
LORD. 


‘The &irft Pare, 
the Generall Circumfhances of Sacraments. 


|) Begin with thefe becanfe the doctrine 
Sone thereof may aftoord light to the enfir-. 
“45 And the Circumftances 94. 

which | would touch upon are thefe flances 6. 
fix. 1. The Name‘ Sacrament 2. The 
Yt Antiquitie. 3. The Neceffitie of their 
wi} handling in the Miniftry. 4. The Nom- 
ber. 5. The Pibliqueneffe. 6. The 
Roncerning the Name sacrament, it is of ancient ufe in Circums,y. 
both Heathen and Chriftian Authors. The Heathens applied it 
tofignifie a facred and holy fervice abouttheir Jdoll worfhip,and 


: NF Y AV) NGS) q 
| 


_band:the Latine Fathers,e{pecially the eloquentelt, Tertalian 


The abufe 
it, 


The rioht ufe 
of this name, 


the Covenant,to abandon from Sacraments whatfoever repugnes _ 


| 


) ; 


2 The ceneral Circumftances of Sacraments. Part.r.. 
e{pecially to an oath, which they honoured as a facred and divine a 
prian, eAmbrefe,cc. ule it in the fame fence for an ye religious | 
complement or performance: in which fence (although efpecial-. 
ly they aimed at 6ur two Sacraments) yet they alfo called any o- | wy 
ther-as well by this name, as if we would call the myftery or dos. : 
Atrine of Chrift, a Sacrament; or the Church liturgy a Sacrament, ‘ 
or any other publique or private ordinance, a“ ermon. aFaft, or 

the like This we fee wasa very large and generall expreflion, 
which fome moderne Divines following without due judge- | 
ment used, confound divine myfieries and Sacraments, calling 
each fire or type a Sacrament, and confequently grantthat er- 
rour, Which the Fathers upon due deliberation would have dif-, 
claimed, that the old Church had more Sacraments than we. | 

Yea hereby the Latine vulgar Tranflation of rhe Bible(falfely cal- : 
led Jerems,and magnified by Papifts ) ufurpes liberty to abuie the @ 


Text : and though not alavayes, yet for the moft part the Tranfla- 
tor when he meets with the word [Myftery_] there he thinkes he _ 
hath found a Sacrament, asin Ephe. 5.29 Ephe.3. 2. and firftof | 
Timothy 2 the laft verfe, in all which he tranflates Myftery by Sa-: 
crament And that fo corruptly, that even things not facredfor 
{pirimalnefle, bur onely forordinance, are called by him Sacra- 
ments. By whichreafon, the inveftiture ofa King,andhisannoine 
ting or coronation, might be a Sacrament: whichyet isa civill | 
performance,althou gh facred for the ordeyning Por a thing may. \ 
retaine his temporall: nature ftill. although it receive a marke oF | 
facrednefle for prevention of cormpt abufe and violation. And. ie 
thus (in part) crept in that multitude of Popith Sacraments x" 
into the Church. Whereas if men had notteene thuslafcivious | 3 
and bold in nimg words of their owne invetion, generall words 
fur peculiar mcanings, mach corruption about Sacraments had — 
becne prevented.Teaching us not to be bold in coyning words of 
ourown heads, to exprefle divine things : Bur keeping our felves 
clofe to the rermes of the holy Ghoft, who calls them Seales of | 
Now although we ftill reraine this fo unavoydable and received f 
terme of Sacrament: yet wee muft correét the abufe, and ufe it 
prpgay: And whereas fometimes (by ufe of {peech) we meane | 
y this word, the Att of God and Chrift in ordainéng or concur- 
ring 
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- pine with tt, or the act of a Minifter or people, confecrating and 


or folemne action of the Sacrament: yet here we doe moft truely 
| apply this word to fienifie the whole compleate performance of 


hands times. and feafons are: he knowes when the hurch- 4a. 1-7.” 


was doubtleffe knowne to many families before but more filly Age 


crament of Circumetiion, of the fore-skin of the flefh tobe cut | 

oft, asafeale thereof. Abraham defired to fee the day of C hritk | | 
and {aw it: theretore hee wasto fee the fealealfo. Nowwhy |. 


God defcended from age to age, lefle or more, without utter in- 
tercifion ; asit formerly had in the ages before. So then although 
goe no further than 46rabams time (although fome Heralds 


_ were both pofitive or negative Sacraments, I leave to determine) 
yet furely the inftirution of the firft Sacrament will be neare 40c0_ 


the Paffeover, even at (and by occafion of ) the departure of the over. 


this I fay, There was greater neceffitie of Circumcifion than the 


Cwar.t. The cenerall Circumftances of Sacraments. 


offering it, or receiving it:and fometime the externall Symboles, 


oly inftitution, as it comprehends all thefe relations, 


this | 
Touching the fecond, Antiquitie, this I fay, no man can taxe Circwm.2. | 
the Lord that he ordained them no fooner, | or itishe onely in Anrig#sty, 


is apteft and capableft of the Sacraments, and therefore beft 
knowes when to appoint them. He could have given thei firft to 
the (hurchin 4dam: houfe,or Sherhs after the flood to Noahs 
or Shews, | uthis wifedome was to fettle the firlt Sacrament of 
ircumcifion inthe family of Abraham, The Covenant of God Gens 7.19. 


to. Abraham, in whofe feede.qll the Nations of the earth fhould ra mers | 
be blefied. When therefore the feafon of revealing the Covenant 
more clearely was come,then was the feafon of revealing the Sa- | 


God kept it fo long from other families, his wifedome is the 
chiefe reafon : although this | may adde, that no family continu- 14 
ed the conftant memory of the covenant without interruption, . : eee 
either before or after the flood, till Abrahams: from whom | 

(though with much eclipfing oftentimes) no doubt, the truth of 


fetch the pedegree of Sacraments from 4 4ams mnnocency, affir- 
ming thar the I rees of life and of knowledge of good and evill, 


yeares old. Long after this even above 400, yeares, it pleafed _ i 
God to adde the latter Sacrament of the old Teftament, to wit, Age of Pafle- | 


children of //rac/out of Egypt. Why there fhould be fuch di- 
ftance, and why one fo long before the other,God knoweth;only 


other, to be fo foone ordained, becanfe that being the feale of the 
Covenant for the effence of it, it was weightier than the wer 
| B 2 whic 
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Ace of two 
Sacraments, 
of Golpell. | 


Cor.5. 7. 


which concerned onely the better being and confirmation of it | 


yeares fince, yet fince they were in the two former Sacraments of _ 
the old Church, as calls the one Circumcition; not ofthe 


grace by the worke wrought: fo its manifeft, we Proteftants 


too little. Whereas if ancientneffe can make them honourable, 


Chrift, and the legal] covenant to include the Evangélicall , 


4 The Ciscumflances of Sacraments. Part.r, 


yearely, But even this of later inftitution is now above 3000, 

_ And touching the ancientnefle of the two Sacraments of the 
Goipell (whereof one exceeded the other little more than three 

yecres ) we know that though their birth is not much above 1600, 


feth but of the tpirit, meaning Chrift our Circumcifion ; and the - 


other of the Supper, he calls ¢ hrift our Pafleover ; and therefore a 
‘we clteeme the antiquity of the one by the other, To be fure the _ 
youngelt of them all, farre exceeds the forced Sacraments and all a 


other devices of Popery. 


Teaching us both to rejoyce in the truth of that do@rine of the» 


covenant, and feales which now by Cods mercy we enjoy. They "4 
are no new matters nor our Religion new, which ts as old as the R 
Ecyptians firlt borne deflroyed,yeaand Abrahams dayes; the one 
inthe infancy, the other in the more manifeft- appearance of a | 


Church, Wee are not then fo moderne as our advertaries would 
make us, from Oh! how it fhould confirme us, that 
brabam, the Patriarkes, Prophets, and Apoftles beleeved in the 
covenant and feales which we doe ? 
Secondly, what honour fhould this procure fromus to Gods 
Sacraments ? Nothing wasever fo defpifed as thofe of circumci- 
fion and the Paficover, And as the Papifts do now overprize their. 
(focalled ) Sacraments, aferibing unto themthe conferring of | 


through our ignorance of their fealing nature, efteeme of them. 


we cannot thinke too highly ( fo we doe it not fuperftitioufly ) of 


the Sacraments. An old: man wee behold with reverence; 


old coynes, bookes, ( manvufcripts ) monuments, buildings, 4 
have a face of hononr in our eyes; wee ufe to prooveaman 
noble becaufe defcended of an ancient houfe: How muchmore . 
then the Sacraments? Our Lord Jefus to fmite reverence of his 
perfon into the Iewes, told them before e4braham was lam ; 
before Popery was, the/ Supper, Baptifme were in their 
integrity ; nay in the old circumcifion Baptifme was;and in the 
old Paffeover the Supper was: as Mo/fes is faid to {peake of 
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The general Cirtumpiances of Sacrament § 
did thofe Sacraments teach thefe ;Oh how then fhould wee | 
efteeme and honourthem! = 

The third is, the Neceffity of the due teaching and opening of o shied a 
the doétrine and ufe of Sacraments effectually in the Church: A the Church. | 
thing very much negleéted for the moft part. The which need- Cirenmf. 3 
fulneffe may appeare by this, that it ferves to prevent a threefold 4] 
inconvenience, 


The firlt is woefull ignorance, Scarfe any one point of DoAtrine ++, cauler 


there is in all Religion in which people are blinder than in the of reaching 
true nature andufe of the Sacraments. They thinke that becaufe the do&rine. 
Sacraments are given as glaffes to behold Chrift in, therfore they Firtt, 
are cleare enough of themfelves.But as the cleareft Cryftal glaffe, **°°° 
can fhew no face, while it is locked up in acofer, or the backfide — 
onely looked upon: So till the Sacraments are brought forth and 


opened, their light is fmothered, Parables were ufed by our Savi- Matt.1 3.44 


our to cleare doétrine,howbeit they were riddles to the Difciples 
themfelyes, till expounded. And its a queftion, whether the 
want of inftructid about the Sacraments,make the people fo igno- 
‘rant of them; or their ignorance caufeth the Minulters labours fo 
unprofitable,by the confirmed cuftome thereof in the people, 

Secondly, to prevent fuperflition in fome Pope-holy perfons, Secondly, Su 
who are fo leavened with fuperftition, that they thinke the Sa- perttition. 
_-craments are holy things even by the worke wrought, without 


any relation to the Covenant; not knowing them to be the New Luke 32.19.) 


Teftament of Chrift in his bloud, Alfo they thinke that the Ea- 
flerSacrament is holier than others ; That its too prefumptuous 
for them to come to them often, becaufe they are fo holy’: Such 
_ matters muft be feldome ufed, leaft they waxe common ; and ma- 

ny {uch Popifh dreggs abide in their hearts, re 


Thirdly and efpecially, to prevent unpreparedneffe, Generally 3-Vaprepa- | 


our nature is awcke tothis worke ; even the better fort need a 
helpe and manuduétionto it : and as for others, though well dif- 
_ pofed, yet for lacke of helpe in this kinde, they doe neceffitate 
_ unto themfelues a great rafhneffe, unreverence and unfitneffe to 

this duty, growing to a cuftome in doubtfull and unfruitfiull re- 

ceiving. Of the ufe hereof, more in the fecond Treatife, in the 
point of knowledge Sacramentall, 


The fourth Circumftance is their Number, There were never Ciel a 
more than two in the Church of the old Teftament, neither hath aaa CAE 


the New any further liberty: So many and no more the — i ai ia 
B 3 hath 
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Onely-3. Sa- 
craments. 
1 Cor, 1.30.’ 


Why fo few? 


Againt Po- 
pith S:cra- 


6 cenerall Circumftances of Sacraments, Part.y. 


hath bequeathed to his Church: And thofe two are not Sacras 


ments of fome f{peciall graces;but of whole Chrift Our ws/edome, 


rightcou[ne (fe, fanttificarion, and redemption : in one word, of the 


grace of God, either for the fealing of the reall being of it, and — 
the begetting of it in us or the nourifhing of it : One Chrift is {till 
the body of the Sacraments. Cod hathnot clogged his Church — 
‘with multitude of Sacraments, leaft hee fhould divert his people _ 


too much by outward objeéts from holy things. Scarfe one of mae 


“ny is fit to profite by Sacraments, but to cleave tothe barke of © 
them, leaving the fubftance. Here therefore that is verified,God | 


neither is wanting inneceffaries nor exceeds in fuperfluities: So 
much and no more as may ferve for our good, hee hath thought 
good to teftow ; choofing rather to fupply number by power, ef- 
fieacie, and extention, than to clogge us with too many. It was 
that which the Lord fhunned even while that world of Ceremo- 
nies lafted, much more now in thefe dayes, wherein he calls tor 
fpirituall worfhip; hee yeelds two for releefe of our infidelity, 


butno more, for prevention of our curiofity, will-worthip, 


and fen{uality. 
It came not fromthe Lord to ordaine one Sacrament for the 
Clergie,as Orders ; a fecond for the Laity alone, as Marriage ;a 
third for Catechifed ones, as Confirmation; a fourth for ficke 
ones, as Vnétion ; a fift for lapfed ones, as Penance: thefe are no 
Scripture but tradition Sacraments : and by like reafon, if once 
we tranfereffe Gods bounds,we might devile one Sacrament for 
the King and his Nobles, a fecond for learned ones, athird for 
ancient ones, a fourth for younger ones, for {trong or for weake, 
&«. Put the Lord hath allowed in thefe two, all Chrift ; either to 
breed erace inthe foule, or tonourifhit: He hath not given us 
Sacraments of humility, of patience, of felfe deniall, of mercy 
and the bke: but in Baptifme and the Supper hee hath ordained 
one Chrift to breed faith and to nourifh it,to beget fanétification, 


patience,love, and to confirme them, to feale upthe Covenant of 


Grace in both, to all forts, Prince, people,rich,poore, old,yong, 
learned, idiots, weake and ftrong ; fo that as few as there are, yet 
the Lord inlarging them to fo manifold fupplies and ufes,we have 
more caufe to bleffe him for not oppreffing us with a burden,tha 
to accufe him for defe@tivenefle towards us. : 
To teachus, feeing we have fo few, to improove them well, 
and cleave falt to the finicand the power thereof, and by oe to 
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The generall Circumftances of Sacraments. 7 


fromt 
pugnant to Gods ends and to Chriftian liberty, yea,asbringingin 
ayoke upon the necke of the Church, moft intollerable to beare. | 


Satan; even fo he fpeakes of the Sacrament. 1 Cor.11.20.hen hiquee 
ye are therefore come together, ec, Noting the folemne publique- * Cores 4 


king bread and prayer. So that each member mutt fetch his or her 


_ bration, both are abhominable. 


felvesand'tke Church. For,not we hold theroote, but the roote 


blefling from her : nourifh love to the body as thou tendereft the 
good of thy felfeainember. 
_ Laftly, be as frequent as thou canft in the Congregation. The Ve 3, 


P 


\ 


draw out the ftrength thereof in boththofe regards, for which 
God gave them. Eut to — God efpecially tor ridding of us 
Popifh yoke of Sacraments before named, asmoftre- 


Many things breed diftra@tion few things caufe more union Ifa 
man have but one or two children his love ts more united, If a 


_ Citie have but one or two Bulwarkes, they will apply them. 


through 3So let us. | | 

The fifth Circumftance concernes the publiquenes-of Sacraméts. Circum, 5, 
Sacraments are Legacies of Chrift to his Church. and Pledges of Pyblikneff 
Cominunion of Saints; therfore to be the aéts ofanaflemblylaw- 
fully met As {peakes of the cenfiires. When ye are:therefore Sacraments: 


met together, 1 Cor.s 4. with my Spirit ; let {uch aone be given muit be pb: 


1 4.29 


neffe of them, when they may be fo enjoyed. Chrift hath ” 
pointed them as markes of Communion : therefore the Church, 
& 4.isfaid, absde together in mutual fellow of brea- 2.and 4 


2 


{peciall portion of Chrifts sacraments, fromthe communion of | 
Saints. herefore letusabhorre Popith Maffe-Priefts, who with 
their boyes or Clerkes, offer up three or foure private Maffes in 
three or foure corners of the Church at once ;as wee deny them 
the naine of this Sacrament, fo we fay, like Sacrament like Cele- 


t 


Alfo let this keepe us in humility and love; both towards our Vii 2. 


us : If che eye be bould and fay, I neede not the body, is it not of 
the body ? Be humble, for thou haft nothing from thy felfe but 
from Chrift by the channell of the Church. Cleave therefore to 
the Church) (as members to the body ) if thou defire to_get any 


Church is the Mother of us all; as the children flocke to the mio- 
ther, fo let the peo of God to the Affembly, even as the youth 


of the wombe arid asthe dew falls ypon 


The lait Circumftance isthe feafon of Sacrainentts. In which C# cumft 6 
will be briefe, fomewhat will be offeredagain to fpeake Phe 


’ 
A 

‘a 

i 
t | 7 


| inthe do@rine of them, Onely thus much ; As in the old Tefta- 
q ment, the Lord appointed a fet day for€ircumcifion, noting (as 
| Baprifme hath {ome of the Fathers fay )the Refurrection of Chrift; fo in the Gof- 


norigid{ea- Hell, there ought tobea proportion, Not that we are fo tied toa 


Dieasbic, day as the lewes were, but yet, todeclare our reverend efteem¢ 


~Geni7,12. Oftheordinances, For, as we are not over-much to haften Bap- 


predominant refpeét with us, above our owne affaires or ends. 


* a 3 eky ‘was then to be eaten, bindes not the Church, but may be altered. 


Which [ {peake to rectifie fome mens confciences in point of ten- 
derneffe, tor, to the end they may difproove fome fuppofed abu- 
{es in the Sacrament, they argue from the circumftantiall practife 


‘ment is, For is itnot a jarre with the nature of a Supper, to eate 
itin the morning? Yes,doubtleffe, the Church hath her liberty in 
all fach Circumftances as do neceflarily concerne worfhip:So that 


upon warrantable grounds, leaft when we reft upon unwarranted 
_. ones, when they faile, we faile, and fifter the truth to perifh. 
___. ‘Astouching the frequencie of the Supper (which borders upon 
The frequ€<¥ this point). no doubt of it, the Lord would have his people not 
of the Lexds | 
Supper. Onely to have an eare to heare him where hee hath a mouth 
to {peake ; but alfo a mouth to eate where hee hath diet to 
- impart. And how cana man comfort himfelfe in his hunger at a- 
ny time, who, when God offers his dainties,turnes his back upon 
him? Jam not fo pun@tuall as to condemne them, whoupon any 


oe ney, when its fuddaine : or after a journey, or when Sacraments 
1) hold aweeke together, or in fome unavoideable, perplexing oc- 
i ____ ¢afions, may fall out to excufe : Butthe charge of God, is for fre- 
|, tency, He faithnor, As feldome as you doe this, but as oft as ye 


it:{peaking to them who did it daily, 4&.2.and 4,Cemtinned 


| daily in breaking of bread and prayer. | <a 

forsnality of fome in this kinde, angueth a deepe leavening 
withPopith blindneffe: who think that oft receiving may dero- 
a gate from thehonour of the Sacrament. As thofé that so 


Thegenerall Circumfances of Sacraments. Part.1. 


tifme, which fome doe without juft caufe, fo neither too much | 
toprotraé it, in refpect of honour to the Ordinance, The !.ord 
efteeming it one part of his honour, when his worfhip hath a 


Touching the Supper, although the Lord Iefis inflicuted it at 
Thefeafons nicht ; yetthat being for {peciall reafon, becaufe the Paffeover 


of our Saviour ; not feeing how many wayes crazie their argue 


fhe ufe it to edifie, and not to deftroy.Ir is good to defend truths | 


tearmes receive not : perhaps fpeciall unpreparednefle ina jour-— 
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The general Circumpances of Sacraments,.9 
eat mens feafts onct in the yeare, muft looke forno more 
a es there till next : fo heere ; Once at Chriftide a Landlords 
 feaft : and once atBafter, Chrifts feaft : to come oftnen, were 
‘ fawcie. No no,the feldomer thou commett,the more unwelcome 
_ thouarttothis Mafter of the feaft, If. thou foyndeft ita feaft, the 
1 Lord fhould heare oftner,of thee ; thy bare and ftarven foule is 
- the caufe why thou makeft fo poore hafte to recourfe thither, And 
~ itis to be feared,they who never receive (though they may )fave 
at Eafter, never faft but in Lent, tharthey never repent till they 
_ die. Gods peoples wants pinch them fo, that they can neither faft, 
repent, or receive too often, And when thou feeft others of thy 
brethren to communicate oft, and thy felfe depart, doth not a. 
voycetellthee, that either thou thinkett it too hard to prepare 
much, or needeft not {o,much as they ? What is this fave-ta¢on- 
demne the generation of the righteous?or to juftifie thy, felfe’a- 
4 Secondly, this ferveth to teach us to enlarge our felves,not only Vier. 
§ in the {ubflance of worfhip it felf, with all our ftrength and cou- 
rage, but even in the cireumftances, our geftures, our feafons,and 
like behaviours: looke what-time doth beft faite with our {pirits, 
for more cheere full afteétion, for more zeale and intention : like- 
» wife what geftures we findto be apteft to Knee: us from dulnes 
_and deadneffe,.wandring or, wearinefle; thatought.wetochufe — 
,efpecially, thar the Lond may! haye the beft ofus : and herein the. 
Apoftles tooke: liberty to shang upper ofthe Lords feafon 
from night to morning not as if they did determmue it as an indif- - 
ferency : but for edification fake, becaufe the moresearly fuch fo- - 
g lemne duties are performed, the better is it for foule and fpirit ;_ 
__and-we owethe Lord the frft, friits of all, both ofthe day,ofour ~ 
 ftrength, of our bodies and fpirits ; ifany feafon be more golden, — 
precious, {tirring and provoking to goodneffe,that we mutt chufe 
‘to prevent corruption. The Lorddeferves at our hands to be fer- 

The rigid feafon of Baptifme.at the day oflewifh Cireumeifion 
removed ; howbeit, either to over-halten, or to prolong, or to 
neglect fuch a feafon of Baptifme.as the, invher 
teftifie our reverence. ; and, to. | 
ends of our owne, isa contempt, of the Ordinanees:, which 
(though am far judice go, the infant, yet) 
sats a grofle. blemifli in the; Parents, (Concerning. which. 1 
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Papifts cne~ 


aemics of 


Errori. 
Groundi 


Ground 2. 


> Cor. 3. 


ro general! Circumftances of Sacraments. Part.y; 


fay more inthe particular difcourfe upon that Sacrainent. Det us 
{o order our felves in the fubftance of worfhip, that wee negle@ 
not the very Circumnftances: for although the circumftance be nor 


worfhip in it felfe “becatife undermined) yet when we tender a- 


- ny, we worfhip God init, and therfore had neede to look to our 
(elves, that we be as as ot and carefull in it as we can, that 
nbftance of the worfhip. And this ma, 
ferve for the firft Chaprer. | 


it mav helpe the chiefe 


| CHa P. j I. 

Of the Agreement and dsffcrence of Sacraments. 
-2 Ext wee areto treate of rhe confentand differnt of Sa- 
2 craments. and firft of the old and newe Touching the 
which : firftofthe confent. then of the difterence. In 
»~ the former we have the Papifts our maine oppofites:af- 
firming that the old Sacraments were fignes and Tipes onely, not 
convelers of grace: and fo in effect were no ‘acraments: 
For that which fealeth not up grace can bee no Sacra- 
ment; fignes onely are no Sacraments. Thiserror they runne 
into: partly from a profane undervaluing of the ordinance 


of preaching (which being the meane of conviction and — 


converfion ) they abhorre. as threatning ruine to their carnall 
kingdome #and fo aferibe all the honour to the Sacraments ‘efpe- 


cially of the Altar) as conferring grace'of it felfe to good and 


bad, and making for their own ends : Partly bya willing mittake 
of the Fathers writings, who vilifie the Iewifh Sacrament, that 


- they miglit magnifie the Evangelicall. And this they did in imira- 
tion (Gt may be, of Saint who fometime. as 2 Cor.3'doth 
abafe the Légall Miniftrie under the Fvangelicall, yet he doth it. 
not to difgrace their Ordinances, but that hee mi¢ht confirte the 


Tewes of his age, who by their overpri7 ine the Legall fer Chrift 


and his Miniftery at nought But fuch feare the fathers had none; 


for few'everidreamt that the old Sacraments excelled the new 3 
and therefore their exceffive hyperboles of the ore, and the ex- 
tenuations ofthe other, they-proove an occafion to onr Adver{a- 
ries to juftifie their errours by them. Sutable whereto is the con- 
cei 6f fitch as thinke thatthe old Sacraments did pardon finne, 


orate ) as who fay that the 


gtacé of Pardon is’ thati theerave of Holineffe, This'errour 


fome 


> 
| 
| 
it! 
iJ 
Error 2. 
4 


‘outward members, & to.diftinguifh them from Heathens, asmen. 
would fet their markes upon their cattell, to difcerne them from 
other mens. But thefe conceits are contrary to the Scriptures... Their colors 


_ than their Fa 


fome of the Schoolemen were of. Others imagine shat the Tewes._ 
had chem for Characters, only ro. enter theminto.the number 


True it is, the Papifts haye colours of Reafon out of the-word anfwered. 


for themfelves. For (fay they.) Chriit tells the lewes, that their !oh-. 31, 


Fathers had eaten Manna in the wildernefleiand weredead, But =? 


he that cates my flesh, and drinkes my bloud, foall live for ever, Yan- 


{\ver, This fhewes that the Sacraments of the Gofpell have more 


-_efficacie than the other ; or rather, that thofe lewes abufed thofe 
Sacraments, and therefore perifhed not that thofe Sacra- 

ments were onely fhadowes, and no {ubltance; For, all their bo- 
dies fell not in the Wilderneffe ; and under the Gofpell, Paw/af- § Corts, -y_ 


firmeth the fame of the bad Receivers, That they cate aud drinke 
their owne damnation, Therefore our Saviour compares not the 
Sacraments, but the Receivers ; and that in their likeneffe one to 
another,urging the Iewes to a more {pirituall receiving of Chrift, 2. 
thers received Manna, Againe, they fay calls Gal 4-y. 
the old Sacraments, beggerly and f{terven Elements : But wee 
muft know, hee {peakes of them as now abolifhed, not of them- 
{elves ; or elfe, of their oppofition to Chrift, as they held theEm- 


bracers of them from the fubftance of the fame, which is Chrift. 3. 
Nay moreover, Bellarmine fo vilifies the Baptifme of Joh», that 
he faith it was no Sacrament, but onely a preparative to ir, For Matth.3.r11. 
‘(faith he) Lehn himnfelfe faid, J Bapts/e you with water, but Chrift 
fhall Baptife you with the Holy Ghoft, Butthat text compares not 


two Baptifines but two Baptizers with each other. He faith nor 


that his Baprifme was none ; but that the Baptifme of Chrift 
_. fhould be attended with greater power than his,becaufe it fhould 
_attenda more powerfull preaching of the Myfteries of the Gof- 
-pell. Bur yet the fubftance was one in the Baptifme of /642 and 
—Chrift ; 704» Baptifed to remiffion offirine as well as Chrift ; elfe 
_Chrifts Baptifnme by John was no Sacrament; and there mutt have 

_ beene another inftimtion of it after, whichwas not; and. the 
-Baptifme of the Apoftles in Chrifts life time was no Sacrament, 


_becanfe as yet the Holy Ghoft and ¥ ire was not falne upon them; 


which is common to them withthe Anabaptifts, raken out of A&s 19.15. 
19.15, where its faid that thofe twelve difciples at Ephe/as 


all which are ridiculous. Yet I cannot forget one objeétion 


who 


; 

| 

| 

bed 

‘ 
by, 


| the Agreement and 
o had beene Baptized into the Baptifme of John, were againe 
sepeiiad into the Name of Chrift. Which I confeffe in thew ex- 
ceedeth all other Objections. Many anfwers are framed by fun. 
dry men ; fome thinking their Baptifime of /o4x to have beene 
conferred by fome that had no calling to doe it ; others fay, That 
by Baptizing into Chrift, is onely meant areceiving of the Holy 
Ghoft : But the true anfwer is that which Beza confeflethhim- 
felfe to have received from that noble and learned Afarmixins: 
that is, that thofe words inthe fifth verfe are not the words of 
Luke, asifherelated that Pas! baptized them the fecond time 
but the continued words of Pas/, faying, That forafmuch as lohn 
did not baptize.fave onlyinto the Name of Chriftyand firch as heard 
him, were really baptized already inte Chrift, therefore there Loula 
be no neede of rebaptizing theme, Onely hee would lay hands upon 
them that they might receive the extraordinary gifts of the holy 
Ghoft, which /ehns Baptifire could not helpe them with. A mott i 


acute, and no leffe true and fullanfWwer, 
We therefore abhortre thefe errors; oppofing to them the cleare_ 

Text of Scripture, Pax/faith of circumeifion, it was the feale of 

the righteon{neffe of faith, Than which, what can be faid more 

Cor.10.1.. €ffetuall of Baptifine ? And in Cor,10.1.2.3.4. hee telles the 

ze. Jewés that thofe inthe Wilderneffe had the fame Sacraments 
~whichthey had, Which is plaine by the argument of the Apottle. 
whichis to convince them of certaine groffe finnes, as Rebellion, 
Vncleaneneffe, Luft. Now whereas they might have alledged, 
we areunder greater priviledges thanthey : he —. them 
thus, Nay they hadthe fame with you: The red fea was their 
 baptifme, the like was the cloud which directed them; and their 
Manna and water out of the rocke was to them the fame {piritu- 
_ tuall meate and drinke which you have, If then they efcaped not 
puni{hment of fuch enormities, looke not toefcape. Many 
_ other Texts might be urged, all to evince this truth, that the old 
new Sacraments, for fubftance and fignification are one; e- 
venas their facrifices were one in {ub{tance and fenfe, with Chrift 
crucified, The Lord being very carefull that as his Church fhould — 
_ never lacke the beft helpes toheaven: fo they fhould not have 
new and divers in fubftance, but the felfe fame, that they might. 

knowthe way to God and heaven was ftill oneand thefame; 
and {0 goe onin their courfe comfortably without feare or ftag- 4 
geting, Iconclude then that for fubfance there is one 


Cc oncl uf, 


| 

a 

| 

a 

| 

a 

| 


_fome few choife ones ) they neither {aw the {cope of Sacrifices, 
Sacraments, or other Ordinances. 


their Sacraments be cleare?True it is,that as ina pi@ture of a king 
rudely drawn in a fhaddow, there is truly a King portrayed : yet 
—uillhis lineaments be fully expreffed in colours, few canreach 
it meanes, So here, when a man is afarre off, we fee him to 
_ beaman : bur till he draw neare our view, we cannot fee, falure 
agnize him fuch a one.So it is here.Adde hereto,tharthelaw 
morall (nor to fpeake the other) was(as it were )aveile to the 


| 
| 
R 


CraP.2. difference of Sacransents. 


the old and new Sacraments were one, 
fecondly, the old and new differ, exceedingl notwith+, The 
ftanding this their ameneffe of fubttance. And that borhan their, 
clearnetle, rumber and efficacy Touching the firft, at will not be three things. 
darke to conceive, ifwe confider that a Sacrament isa relation Fi: ft,Cleare- 


to a covenant, If then the Covenant of the old Church -were nelle. 


faith,reconciliation,redemption, fanctification, and erernall lifes, 


— darke, how much more the feale annexed ? A feale (I grant)in 
her nature isa thing of great affurance and evidence’: how be it, 
we fee in mens fealings, the feale can be no more evident, 


than the covenant ; if that be confifed, partiall, and obfcure,the 


feale applied to it, can but be darke, Now the covenant was 

becaute the foundation.of it, which was and. is Chrift, 

darke,. They had heard and knew that God had made a ¢o- 

venant, both with mankinde in Adam, and more nearely with 

lewes in Abraham, and had annexed Circumeifion to it, Sacraments in 
‘They knew that this Covenant was twice or thrice renewed 
Mofes, and after by the Prophets : but the ground of if,ty Chni 
the Meffia being.a twilight, a myft unto them, the covenant _ 
needs muft te fo, and the feale futable, Alas! how few that heard . 
of the covenant in the blefled $eede, could conceive it to be 
-{picituall one, and not rather a carnall? How few knew what the 

_ perfon of theMeffia fhould be? How. did they, abhor,any thonghr 
—ofhumility inhim for his divinity and union, ‘how could 

they dreame of it? much lefle came: they to fee the-atchieving 

this redemption) by his fatisfaction, ceath, refurrection ; 
and leaft of all did they fee either the myftery of eleétion in 


by the old 
jp mens obicure. 


Chrift,or the Fathers wrath pacified in the offer Of grertanstsne 
gift of faith ro embrace it. Burtheir eyes were held,that (except 


Luke 24,16. 


Now ifthe foundation of the Covenant were hidden, how RE WA 
could the Covenant be cleare ? 1f that were darke, how. could .)4. (0. 


eyes 


3 


14 the Agreement and Parte 
i] The Law was the eyes of ‘ew,that he could not fee what was withintheveile, 
asaveileot PawMaith, Cor.2.For although the Lord gave itas anhelp for rf 


you ,. the prefent,fitteft to curte and bridle che rebellion of fierce fpirits, 
hard hearts, who were not yet fit to have any more {pirituall 
things put upon them. Yer alas | ‘he very interpofitionofitte- 
tweene themand hrift, canfed a wofull confufion and darke- 
- nefleto come upon them. ! be law had in it enough to convince 
them ofutter inability to performe it: but alas ! which of them 
did't apprehend it, and not rather as wrule of fuch obedience as 
they could performe themfelves ? Now then whata confufion 
did this cante in them, in the true Coherence of Law and C hrift ? 
W hata diforder wrought it, and what a miftake in their mindes, 
umaeining that the Law was indeede this Covenant of life, 
whichthey might obev, and fo doing they fhould fare well ? A- 
las !Awhat® poore preparative was this to Chrift ? How did it o- 
verthrow the Covenant of grace-in him? without which the Co= 
yenant of workes or obedience is deadly and damnable ? so that 
we fee that the Covenant being fo darke, hidden and pe plexed, 
the feales muft needs follow, andbedarkealfo? © 
Clearerinthe | But it is farre otherwife under the Gofpell : That doth with o- 
New, pen face exhibite and reprefent the Covenant of grace inthe dif- 
_ eovery of Chrift che Mediator ; his annointing,his perfon, union, — 
and fanistadtion, the purpofe of the Father, the free offer of grace q 
in the word of reconciliation, the promifes, andthe meaneofap- 
plvite them ;  hrift being already come, andhavingdoneallre- 
quifite for us ; loe, the Covenant ftablifhed in him by God with ‘ 
his Church, is alfo manifeft : 1 he Law is. clearely underftood as a 
 feader ofall'tinrezenerate ones'to hrift : as arule of direction to 
the regenerate, made eafie and fweet, the obfcurity and confafion 


of Covenants is remooved ; the Covenant of obedience is fub- 4 
ordained to the Covenant of grace;aind the Covenant of grace is 4 


declared to te free, fail, faithfull, and eternall tuall theele4 and 
beleevers, Hence then'the Sacraments of the Gofpell become 
cleare, evident and manifeft; not that thofe other adde not an 
aflurance to the Covenant, but becaufe (they fervingtono other 
| end but toratifierhe ( ovenant) cannot feale any furtherthanac- 
cording to the extentofthe Covenant. 
Why God Now why the Lord for folongatime, fhould fee it good to 
 kepetheold givero'his Church of old, the fame Sacraments with us ; and 


mapa dark. to conceale the Covenant (to which they: belonged). from the 
cleare 


he 
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 cleare underftanding of the moft of thofe tunes 
fectet co himfelft and and. partly: istevealed 


_demption. To which ° adde, That the wifedome of God was 
_ fuch, that he {aw it meete to reveale Chrifttand his Govenant. in 
him, and the feales thereof, not all at once but by degrees. This is 
called the difpenfation of time which God onely refervesto A&1.6, 
—himfelfe, Foure thoufand yeares he withheld the Meffia fromthe 
Church ; and why? J ecaute the fulnefle of time was not tillthen, | 
his wife ditpofition, 1 here was more light in Afofes time than 
_ine4tbrakams, and in the Prophets than in.AZofes ; but the fimtof 

— the Covenant was carried ftill in the wombe of time, till the ful- 
-neffle of time came, and then the birth of this fruit was fulfilled, The keond 


C.#aP.2. \di ferences of Sacraments. — 


caufe The which from the world 
wholy, hid it thns ingreat meaiure even from his own. for {fo ma- 


oe ny generations : as appeares by this, that when Chrilt indeede 


came, he was fo little acknowledged by his owne. The other is 
more plaine : was the bord offended by that wilfull difubedi- 


enceofman which defaced thie lightof bis:1mage, that he guftly 


part in this Church to be blindefolded in the matter of their re- 


Touching the fecond, the number. The old Church and we dif ny uber 


in that aifo, yet here minft puta caveat. All the Fathers and 0- old Te- 
ther writers agree that the old Church had more Sacraments than & ment more 
the new hath, But how ? Surely the Sacraments (forteing) were tfemblances. 
-nomore than ours, than two! meane ; butthey had more Fle- 
ments of refemblance than we, And that intworefpects, Firlt, 
there was a multitude of fignes:wherewiththe old Church was 
clogged and burdened ( to keepe thenr the better within the ree 
bounds of true worfhip, from Idolls and will-worfhip) which co} :.; a: 
yet were fo farre from helping, that they by account rather hin- 
dred the Sacrament. or indeed ali the ceremonies, the facrifices; 

the Altar of incenfe; the law ofthe Art borve,,and almoft whac 
not, did more or lefle concerite and typifie Chriftas wellas the — 
Sacraments, although they were a little more reall,efpecially cir- 
-cumcifion w hich was imprinted on their fleth : yet! fay (as-one 
hath well ¢xpreffed in the whole frame of ¢eremonies)all did|re- 
late in one .refpect or other}; miore’ leffeto-Ghrill then 
could it be avoided, but fucha multitude of femblances de- 
tract from the peculiarity of Sacraments, which the,Lord autho- 
rized with farre more fignification and efficacy than the relt? The 


number 
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{uttered the moft part of men tobe quite bereft, andt eater | 
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1 Cor: to, 


Fewer under ~ 


the Now, 


I, 


| of the A eveement and. 


number therefore of fhaddowes hindred the péople from di f- 


fcerning Sacraments in their diftin& and fpeciall ule, trom other 
inferior ones. ‘ut fecondly arid fpécially, even the fame Sacra- 


ments for realnefle, yet held not countenance and colour, but ad- 


mitted (according to fucceffion of time) divers elements, Which 


argued their impotency and changeableneffe, Thus ircuumcifion 
adimitred two other compeers,72z. The paflage of the red fea,and 


‘the cloud over the abernacle in their travell,raining& wetting 


theit bodies. ‘he Paffeover admirred two other, #z. Manna, 


and the water of the Rock, which was(as Chrit faith) the fame — 


fpirituall driuke and food that we have in our Supper. $o then 


we mutt notthinke they had more Sacraments for fence, kinde 


and fienification : but more Elements rciterated,and added ( paf- 
face wife) tranfeunt ones added to the {tanding, which (in the 
abfence of the others, intermitted in the Wilderneffe) might 
ftand them in ftead, Now marke, the fewer; more ftanding and 
Iefle mutable Sacramentsare, the ftrongerthey be, and contra- 
riwife the weaker. We know if Phifitians diftruft their receirs, 


they prefcribe the more: if builders diflike the flightnefle of — 


their Timber, they put the more peeces into the building. So 
here; 
Rut ander the Gofpell its otherwife. God hath delivered his 
Church underthe New Teflament, from fuch multiplicity of Sa- 


craments. Onely the Popith Church the mother of darkeneffe, | 


ignorance and confifion, compaffeth her felfe with her many 
{parkles; and Sacraments, fhewing thereby what anenemy fhe 
isto the'truthof God, andto the priviledge of Evangelicall $a- 
éraiments, Forsasthe hath darkned the Do@rire of the (ovenant, 


, the freedome and onelin< fle of tt, fo its juft fhe be Jeftto darken | 
her Sacraments, to abolith the Supper, to cefile Raprifme, and 
to’ mixe a multitude of baftard ones ‘to pollure tke legitimate. 


Now therefore the paucity of? our Sacraments argueth their pith 
and compyelienfion ; as wee fay things united are rhe {tronger. 


fewer, more durable and conftant Sacraments, doe more ful- 
ly and)exa@ly exhibite the Lord Jefus than theirs fo manifold | 
and oft repeated doe, Andas theirs fo changed, betokened 


their vanithine!attay (as indeede they'did) foours once and nd 
mire ‘initizuted araué that they areas durable as the Church, and 


of themfelves contaitie whatfoever Chrift offerstohisChurchto 
partake from him, either for being of welfare of foule and body. 
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difference of Sacraments, 


So that the Papifts by their multitude of Sacraments dot €xcee. 
dingly alay & that excellency of them which they would 


lit themupto. God grant it may bea figne of their sare 


and that fpeedily;as cértainely they are fome of that drofle whic 


mutt be confumed with the breath of his mouth, before his own 


fhall be purged and reftored to their rem. pa ‘ 
But thirdly and {pecially, we’and they differ moftin the efficae 
cie of the old and new: which (as I faid )flowes of neceffity fromy 
the difference of cleareneffe in the’old and new Covenant. Efh- 
cacie alway attending truth, the fealing power of the Sacraments 
of the old Teftamenr muft needs be weaker: becaufe the truth 
which they fealed was darker, Which want of power I doe not 
afcribe to the defe& of true relation or uniongacramentall, oras 
if I denied their Sacraments tobe fpirituall : for whatfoever fa- 
-cramentis not Chrifts and hath not the {pirit of Chrift annexed to 


The third ef 


fieacic, 


Old Sacra- 
ments weake, 
Firft by their | 
darkencffeim 
re(peets. 


it, is but a counterfeit, Circumcifion therefore was Chrift Sacra. 


mentall, and fo was the Paffeover, But the one fort was onely a 
-feale of a thing to come in time, the other of the Gofpell féales of 
the fame thing, come and already having performed whatfoever 
was promifed. Now asa thing enjoyed excells a thing hoped for 
(fay never fo fre) fo the feale of the latter exceeds the former in 


the efficacy of it, perfwafion, peace, joy, contentment to the 


foule. Abfence breeds fufpence,prefeuce expellsittand reprefents 


certainty, and fatisfaction tothe Receiver. So thenthis I fay, or- 
dinarily the Tew could not, (except in fome efpecial] cafes and 
perfons enjoy fuch a meafure of fealing power from their Sacra- 
‘ments as we doe or may;they received not fuch certainty of per- 
_ {wafion of their reconciliation and being in Covenant as we, nor 


found fuch fruit as we may .Becaufe the fealing power of the Spi- 


rit and of faith, was but weake, Asthe King is, fo his kingdome 
muft be : ifhe obfcure and unknowne, his authoritie is weake.So 
here in the.old Teftament. Chrift himfelfe was an obfcure King 
and Prieft, and Prophet, in his Church : his Kingdome therefore 
_ and authority was according. But now, the Kin¢dome is as the 
King, and ftandeth in power, peace, and joy of the holy Ghoft : 
and therefore needes muft both the Word and Sacraments be fo, 
_ by which, as by Channelsthey are conyeyed,'And yet doubtleffe, 
God left them not deftitute of fuch fruite as that age was capable 
_ Of they were commanded to rejoyce in their feares and affecti-. 

ons of gladneffe and joy they had, = fo {pirituall as their . 
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Of the Agreement and 


prehended. The diftin& kinde wher 


"and (as J may call it) 


therefore no doubt Circumcifion was as weake in the 
A& 2.end. 


rifhment. The Gofpell exceeds (by many degrees ) the Miniftery 


ofthe Law in Point of her building up and nourifhing the foule — 
in the grace of the new birth : the Gofpell hath filled the breafts 
ofthe Church with farre more milke, and ftored her with farre — 
ament coulddoe: For thereby : 
the Spirit is powred outupon all flefh. Looke what difference © 
there was betweene them and us, for the fulnefle ofbodily food, — 
that (inafort) may be faid for {pirituall fulneffe, How many | 
creatures for kinde, or for circumftance (as in cafe of bloud, or — 
f{trangled) might not they touch, the Hog, the Conie, the Hare, © 
and many other, both beaft and foule, tame and wilde ; which to | 
us are cleane and {anétified ? How much more doth the Lord af- | 
tord us fuller feede of the Sacrament of the Supper than their 
Pafleover ? Even asa feaft exceeds an ordinary ? Therefore Panl 
calls theirs a minittry of the letter, ours of the Spirit; not becaufe - 
they had not the Spirit, but in comparifon of the fulneffe and — 


~ more provifion than the old T 
Jocl. 728, 
Eia.44,3- 


power of ours. 


The new Now for us, our Sacraments are farre more efteCtuall. The very 


all, 


more effcGu- change of the old into new argued the excellenter efficacy of 
them. ‘As the traine of a Prince perfonally riding in progreffe is _ 

richer than an Harald or Harbinger, The Sabbath ( weeknow) — 

Was changed at the refurre¢tion, to honour it : So the Sacraments 


J 
} 


AW Party, 
nalland fenfuall fpirits were fit toreceive: the Lord fupplying 
that want of {pirituall cleerenefle which now is oftered, by {ome _ 


fenfible and outward feelings and expreffions ; fo farre asthe ge- 
nerals of a blefled feede to come, and ernes byhimwereap- 
co 


perhaps we cannotio 
well diftinguith. Bur robe fure, 1.#/e. God finifhed their 
dayes without the promife feene and fulfilled, that they without | 

gas fhould not be perfe@. I may adde one thing more outof 
Banenneile, 2.17 and compared ; That the weakenefle of difpenfation 
batennetic of power in the Miniftry of the | 

Word among the ewes ; made the Sacraments alfoasbarren in 
their grace and fealing power. Wee little reade inthe old Teftae | 

| mentof fuch numbers of converted ones as after the afcenfion: 
grace 
thereof, and the fealing power of it, The Gofpell hath more ful- — 
nefle of {eede, and begets moreunto God, than the Law could 
doe: and therefore Baprifime is a farre fuller Sacrament to con- 
firme the foule in her new birth, than the other was. So for nou. — 
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-——aathis annointing to his office,and at his paffion,to magnifie them: 
ss How fhould they fodoe, if their Traine were not greater ? T 
meane if the Spirit of Chrift and his fealing, perfwading, fetling, 
comforting, pacifying power were no greater? Alfo, except thar 


bleffed traine ofhis graces more glorious and plentifull, as humi- 

lity, heavenli-mindedneffe, patience, hope, love, zeale ; ability to. 
walke with God more tlotely, todifcharge our callings’ more | 
fruitfully,to fuffer more willingly, to live by faith mtorefetiedly, 
and the like gifts of Chrift *acramentall, attended them ? Hence 
is that of 4#/ftin {o common, Our Sacraments (faith he ) are in 
efficacie greater than theirs, in profite more gainefull, in perfor- | 
‘mance more eafie, and in number fewer : Refide,ours in their un- 
derftanding are moft fublime, in obfervation moft pure, and in 

figpification moft excellent. They lived inthe Porch of Sacra- 


4 ments, we in the Parlour, Let us take heede, leaft, as they in their _ 

‘ age, when no Nation under heaven enjoyed any Sacraments, 

4 fave themfelves ; were fo puffed up by their priviledge, that they. 

difdained all as Dogges in refpect of cleaving onely 
; to the barke of thefe Ordinances, without any feeking after the | 
. Spirit and power ofthem : and fo opened a way to Gods wrath, | 
‘ to bring into their fteed the Gentiles, who alwayes thirfted after | 
— them: fo let us feare leaft wee ftand fo much upon our dig- | 
_ nitie above theirs, that in the meane time there thall be found e- | 
ven among us, baptized ones, and Communicants farre more | 


blinde, prophane, careleffe, rhanthe was ; yea and 
ofus who goe for better, be found as formall, barren, as farre 
4 from the Covenant, as eftranged from forgiveneffe, and as defti- 
__ tute of the life and fealing power of Baptifme and the Supper, as 
ghey of their Circumcifion and Paffeover. If it be fo, our diguitie 


¥ 


fhall fo lift us up to heaven, thatit fhall throw us downe to hell 
and I will not onely fay, the Lord will not be pleafed withus, as 
; with them, 1 (or. 10.5. but as itis, Heb. 2. 2:3, by how much 1 Cor.to 5. | 
a _ more powerfull grace is put into his Sacraments,.and by how Heb.22-3. 
much more eminent wayes and ordinances he hath Monouredus: 
fo muchthe more fhall our condemnation for our unbeleefe 
more fearefull than theirs, who had fo dimme’a Covenant, and 


fo weake Seales in comparifon of us, Rather let us labour to enjoy 
the priviledge of our priviledge. above'them, in carrying about 
us that evidence of faith, and that peace of confcience, and that 
_ Joy of foule, which our Sacraments feale - tous;that we may be 
| | 3 
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Asreement Touching the latter, how farre Baptifme and the Supper doe 
agree;bricfely underftand, that as they agree in Circum- 
Sacraments, {ances ¢oncerning Sacraments in generall,fo alfo in the definition 
«Of a Sacrament, wherein (as {pecialls contained under one kind) 
they communicate, They are both ancient(and within three years 
* One as ancient as the other : ) they are both alike publique, as be- 
ing equail legacies of the Church militant: they have both 
Founder, (alrhough the one by mediate Commuifiion, as Baptifme | 
by Jeba the Baptitt, by extraordinary calling, the other :mmediat- 
ly by Chrift himfelfe : ) they both agree inthe Name, Necefiity | 
of a Sacrament. Againe, whatfoever is true of the definition of 
a Sacrament, is equally true of both thefe, as in the next Chapter | 
{hall more fully appeare. For why ? In both the Lord conveyes 
. rituall grace by vifible refemblances fet apart by himfelfe, and 
with power to that end. 


Tiieic Acree. this; Hirlt, they both agree in the offer.and reprefentation of | 
ment. Whole Chrift joyntlyand undividedly to:the foule, Touching the. 
the Sacrament of entrie and ingrafting of us into the body of 
Chrift, and ofbegetting us to Chrift, yet wee divide not Chrift 
imputed, from, Ghrilt inherent; wee not thinke Rape 
tiiine givesus an eftate in Chrift for juftificatiomonely, for it 


fanctification and redemption: though juftification makes us 


Chrill, therefore it-conferres him as God offers and the foule 
needs him, that is, both for juftificarion -and: fanétification, - 
Chrift our pardon, and Chrift our life: for without both equals 
ly onrs, allChrift is not ours. A f{peciall point to be noted for 
the better underftanding of the a& of faith in applying Impu« 
tation and Sanétification both ‘at ‘once to the foule, ( of which 


point I treat elfewhere.) So againe, the Sacrament of the Supper. 


+ te 


«onveyes Chrift to the foule wholly andundividedly, notenely re 
for the encreafe of our Sanctification, but out Iuttificasion 


the Agreement and — Barely) 
as much better than they, as our Sacraments excell theirs in efffie | 
cacie: and then that kingdome of Chrift within us, as well as that 
without us, fhall be akingdome not of Words onely and fignes, 
‘but of power alfo,, And fo much of the former generall of this — 


But ina word, that I would fay of their mutuall agreement is _ 


firft ; Know, that when wee call the Sacrament of Baptifme, 


eftates usin Chrift wholly, both for wifedome, righteoufheffe, | 


truely the Lords, yet becaufe the Sacrament conferres whole _ 
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moencreafe: Yer faith Sacramentall in itreceives Article, 


— ling, neither ofboth doe feale him : True it is, that fome further 


creafe of grace cannot be fealed up where ingrafting and beget- _ 


_ the Supper can be no fealing Supper : for how fhall life be en- 


bid to be divided in two parts )but ftill offer one Chrift to be com- 
- municated, Both thofe harlots could not haveone and the fame 
child ; but all Chrifts members ,have that one Child, Tefirs Sacra- 


-_ one ferving to create him, the other to enlarge him: yet botha-. 
gree in exhibiting one lIefus.Oftheufe anon, 


leffer things, fo in the particular ends efpecially ; for the former, in 
_ they are thefe five, 1. Order, 2, Frequency, 3. Opportunity,4,E- 


pat By which folly fome bereft themfelves of Baptifme finally, 
be 


> 
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Cuar.2. difference of Sacraments, 
For although Iuftification as it isa benefite of Chrift, receives 


hriftto the 


‘Secondly, in refpeé of their fealing up ofall Chrift to the foule, 2 Sealing, 
(of which in the next Chapter. ) for, except both concurre in fea- Chrilt. — 


encreafe, And thus both agree in conveying whole : 


thing is oftered to the foule in the Supper than was in Baptifme, 
but yet becanfe ftill one Chrift is offered in both, therefore in- 2h 


ting hath not beene already conferred by {pirituall Baptifme. 
Neither without other give whole Chrift (if both may be enjoy- 
ed) although each give him wholy becaufe Chrift is infeparable 
from htmfelfe : the whole foule is ineach member which isin D4 
the whole body ; yet if wee devide the toe from the foote, there | 
will be no foule inthe toe. Take Baptifme from the Supper and -_ | 


creafed in a thing which never had true life begotten in it ? Icon- 
clude then, the Sacraments of the Gofpell although they aretwo, 
et doe not cut Chrift into two parts (as the child which Salomen - 


mentall ; although for feverall ends (as by and by fhall appeare ) 


Now laftly, touching their difagreement, as it ‘ftands in many Their dift- 
ve things. 
lements, 5 Subject. For the firft, The order of them, is,that Bap- Oraer oo ae 

tifme goes before, and the Supper followes, even asbeinggoes 
before profpering, Yet I denie not butthoitfands have beleeved 

ere baptifed ; burnow I fpeake of the order of the feales, not o- 
therwife, Which difcovers the folly of fuch as would defer bap- 
tifme to the laft period of their life, out of an errour, both that it 
conferd grace by a vertue inherent, and that it pardoned fins only 


Secondly » in frequency: Baptifme it but onceto Secondly fre. 
€ acununiftred, the Supper often, Wee are but once borne, quency. 
@ therefore the rebaptizing of Anabaptifts is a curfed pro- 

fanation:; 
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Of the Agreement dnd Part.y, 
fanation: not onely in refpect of their condemning Infants baps 
tifime in generall,bur of repeating baptifme adminiftred,although 
by or ina falfe hereticall Church: for even {uch baptifme muft nor _ 
be doubled ; if the myftery of the Trinitie and the Doétrine of | 
Chrift be maintained in any generality, alehough with muchcor- 
ruption. The like 1 may fay of thofe thatdenied to reftorethem =~ 
that were once lapfed, upon pretence that thenthey muftbere- 
baptized ; and alfo them that. prefumed to rebaptife fuchas they | 
received againe into the Church, after their repentance of fome | 
notorious herefie, or odious practife which they had fallen into 
or committed. No, wee abhorre fuch fcurfe, pb H one Bap- 
tifime, and that one, once tobe given to the Church for true fea- 
ling up the ingrafting of the foule into C hrift when it fhall be- 


| 


leeve the Covenant. 
‘Thidyfa ‘Thirdly, in opportunity or feafon,Which I {peake not pofirive- 
fon, but upon fuppofition of the Churches wifedome and liberty in 


etermining the feafon of the em to be in the morning, lea- 
ving the feafon of Baptifme indefinite as occafion ferveth, And _ 
that, becaufe the one being adminiftred to growne ones, requires — 
fitand due feafonto quickenthemup, which.in the other is not 
. requifite. But for all this, 1 doe affrme no neceffitie to be in this 
feafon of the Supper, feeing its inthe Churches power to alter 
the merning tothe afternoone ; and if wee fhould fo receive, I 
Fourthly the dare not impeach it, {0 it be done without confufion. The fourth is 


Klememis, she Elements, the one having Water, the other Bread and Wine . 
both ferving pertinently to the ufes they were made for, and nei- _ 
ther having in them any fitneffe to refemble each others ufe ; _ 
Kifély the Water being no more fit to nourifh, than Bread to wafh, but each | 


fuiting properly to hisend, The lalt isthe Subje&t; theonethe 
Infant, the other the growne, and fich as are of difcretion. — 
Which Eipeake not as if the Church may Baptife none but In- | 
fants : for as it doth baptize them as lawfully, in the faith of the | 
Parents, and in hope of their owne ( when they come to under- 

{tand the Covenant ) as it ofters the Supper to aétuall beleevers ; 
fo yetifany fuch be brought into the Church as never wasbap- 
tized, being (as falles out) of rwelve, twentie, thirty yeares : the A 
Church is boundupon the due examination of fich, and confeffi- 

— onefhis faith, to baptize him as well as an Infant. But for the o- 4 
ther Sacrament, to admit children, ( though under colour of ripe 
knowledge and grace above others ) its nota fit thing, inrelpets i 
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_ himfelfe wholly is required to doe either ; howbeit the things he — 


‘difference of Sacraments. 


of {candall and opening a way to the profanation of Sacraments 


by others of like age : not to {peake of the rafhneffe of it, in af 


cribing that to raw youth, whichrequireth fetling ofjudgement, 
and foundneffe of affection, But of all other differences, the par- e4ddition. 
ticular ends are greateft - in which the two Sacraments are irre- + 
conciliable. The one fo ferving for the Breed of a new creature ; , 


the other for the Support thereof, that neither can or ought to be S‘¢ Chap. 


infra, 


applied to others end or ufe ; as in their due place fhall be {poken, | 
The ufe is ; Firft, to bleffe God and adore his Wifedome, who 

hath in thefe two Sacraments, fo harmonioufly and agreeably uni- | 

ted, reprefented, and fealed upall the Lord ‘efi, fo farre as a 

poore foule can céprehend him; not wearying us with confufion 

of Sacraments. Secondly, acknowledging GodtobetheGodofyz5. 

order and diftinétion, in appointing us thefe divers feales : and yh thiec brane 


that for three caufes. Firft, to avoide the blinde devotion of Idi- ches. 


ots, who not looking at which is which, but confufedly atboth 


objects of holineffe and devotion, goe no farther to confider 


Sacraments in their diftiné& ends. Much like Papifts who ufe Ho- 
ly-water,and the bread of their Pix (becaufe hallowed after their 
manner ) to any ends they firft light on: as to fprinckle a ficke 
man, to {care away Devils, yea, putting the Hoait into the dead 
mans mouth. Any thing ferves to any end among fuch Merchants, | 
and Huckfters of holy things. And how few ( thinke wee) are 


there to be found in many Congregations, who can difcerne be- 


tweene thefe two Sacraments in their particular ends ? Save that 
they fee they be two folemne performances, having diver{e E- 


—lements and Aéts belonging to them : elfe they know no ods, but 


put them up fhufflingly in the Dagge of their devotion, being un- 
able to give areafon why themfelves were baptized, when thcy 


were Infants, or wh being elder, they receive the Supper ? 


Secondly, to confute the practife of all thofe who Popifhly Vie2. ‘ 
afcribe to the Supper the conferring of grsce of all forts : a Se 
when they rec¢ive, they thinke that although they never reaped 


the fruit of their baptifme before, neither had faith, yet one Sa- 


crament may fupply allwants ; which is todeftroy the diftiné 


_end ofeach Sacrament, and to plucke up good Land-markes, con=- _ 


founding the agreement and difagreement of both; for, as all 


_ Chrift is in both, fo yet for two feverall purpofes. A Divines life, 


we know, isto ftudy, and Preach ; hee doth both thefe wholly, 


C 4 doth 
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Pet.3.21, 


! | 
24 « the Agreement and 


doth are devided aéts ; he preacheth not while he is in his Study, 
nor ftudieth while he is Preaching.Let us abhorre fuch profanefle; 
and know all Chriftis in both the Sacraments.; yet orderly, and 


fo, that who fo hath not enjoyed him in the 
notenjoy himin the fecondtogrow. 
Thirdly, to teach us how to apply the benefire of thefe two Sa- 


to beleeve, can- 


craments according to our f{peciall temprations, The former thus; 
‘IfSatan tempt us concerning the truth of our Converfion to God, 
telling us we are in the ftate of enemies, cut off from God, alt- 
‘ants and excommunicates from him and Chrift : whither 


werecourfe ? To the Supper and our oft receiving ? No inno 


wife, for ¢atan can {peake Divinitie when he lift, and tell us that 

the Supper is no Sacrament of Regeneration. Butin this cafe, 
lie to thy calling, and to the feale of iay Baptifme (if indeede thou — 
_canft prove thy calling by the worke of the Law and Gofpell ; 
elfe thy fealeis to ablanke ) and preffe the Adverfary withthe | 


weapon of thy Baptifme, fealing it up to thy confcience, 1 Per.3. 


21. which fhall quench the fierie dart of his temptation,and feare 
him from thee, better than all Popifh Holy water. Againe, doth — 
the Divill tempt thee to beleeve thou art’an hypocrite, becaufe | 
thou haft a dead heart, thou groweft notin grace, thou art funke | 
thy firftlove, fallen tothe world, pleafures, vanities, lufts 
_ofthy uncleaneneffe, waxen unprofitable, and revoulted from | 
God? What fhall now helpe thee ?. That thou art baptifed ? No, 
hold that clofe alfo, that thou maift pleade the other rightly ; Bur 


in this cafe flie efpecially tothe Supper, and alledge thus. Iam 


fiinke too farre intoa formall courfe, and the cuftome of the | 


world, but yet Lord to thee I appeale, that in truthI have cove- 


ted thy Sacrament of Reftorative and Nourifhment ; [have comé — 
with hunger toit forthe repairing‘of my loffes and decaies, and — 


departed in good hope and comfort of recovering life and vigor 
againe : and therefore in de{pight of Satan, I will hold to the end 


of this Sacrament, whichis, to fealeup comfort tothe afflicted, — 


and f{trength to the weake, and recovery. to the decaied, and rai- 


fing to the fallen : therefore from hence I will fetch ir by vertue. 


Laftly, it teacheth us the excellency of the Sacraments, becanfe 


they have facha gift inthem, as to reprefent all Chrift at once to | 


the foule,Chrift wholy and in each part of his merit and efficacy. 
Je were an odde and ftrange Pi@ure which could defcribe the 


fame. 
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fions of all Chrift,and channels of his Fulneffe, from whom as our ia 


Chapter. 3 


_ftred, the Lord fignes, and fealesup to the foules of the Ele, the 


inthis place Itake the word Sacrament in the greateft latitude ; 


nance. Touching the firft, we are to confider thefe foure caufes.r. In the fub- 
_ The efficient and fupreame caufe of a Sacrament,2. The materials 


CHA?.3. Nature of Sacraments, 
fame man living, dying, dead, raifed up and afcending toheaven, 
andall in one perfon: That which no Artof mancan doe, the 
Lord can doe by the Sacraments, that is above all Images or Cru- 
cifixes, and can tender ro the foule in one view all thefe; the Lord 
Tefus dead, rifen, afcended : the Grace imputed of reconciliation, 
the Grace inherent of holineffe, all the particular Gratés of the 
Spirit, the promifes of God made all, Yea, and Amen,inChrift, 
for this life, and for a better; for all conditions,and timmes and oc- 
cafions are offered at once ineach Sacrament ; the one to give us 
right and title to Chrift when we wanted him ; the other to rivet 
us more into him,to enlarge us in faith and the fruits,till we fhall 
neede no more Sacraments or Ordinances. And therefore let us 
much efteeme and honour Sacraments as moft divine comprehen- 


Head,wWe receive grace for grace, this for the fecond 1 17. 


| | CHAP, | 
Of the fub fiance of a Sacrament in generall; The Defcription 


of st propounded, and examined, 


tothe fubftance and nature ofa Sacrament; Which 

w@ will be a the better by the defcription 

and particular handling the parts thereof. A Sacra- Defcription 

en 1s, an Ordinance of God, wherein, by {ome materials °F Sacra- 


duly appropriated and united, and by fome aéts duly admini- ss 


truth of his Covenant, and receives a rec{procall feale from them 
of their covenant with himfelfe. | | 
For the clearing hereof, | would havé the Reader conceive,that 


not onely for the fubftance it felfe butalfo as itisad-. Two Gene-- 
miniftred and performed in a folemne manner, betweene God **!s: _ 

and his Church, So that hereby two things arife tobe confidered. pi? 50 

r. The Subftance of a Sacrament in allher conftitutine caufes. Secondly ,Ad- 


2. The due adminiftration and performing thereof in the Ordi- miniftration, 


ance foure 
things. 
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Firft, rive Au- 


thor Gud- 
Proofes of it. 


Keajont. 


Reafon 


4 


Reafox | 


of it, 3. The true formall caufe, 4. The finall. Where firft, the ge- 
nerall end, Sealing. Secondly, The branches, two: tirft, Gods 
fealing of the truth of his Covenant tous. Secondly, returning 
backe againé our owncovenant fealed to him, In the latter mem- 
ber alfo, viz. The Adminiftration, wee confider the acts of Mini- 
fters and people. and the fpirituall difpenfation of God in thefe 


externals, attending thereon, for the ends mentioned, Of the firft 


of thefe in the firft place. 


+. The Author of the Sacraments, all, and each, Old and New, © 


isone unchangeable, Eternall and onely Wife and gracious C od, 
Andno wonder : for firft, In his bofome of Eternitie lay hidden 
that purpofe of entring Covenant with man, fallen from the grace 
of Creation, It was free for him to relinquith him finally tn that 


revoult of his : in that he did not, it was free mercy, doubly grea- 


ter than the love of Creation. If the devife then of a gracious Co- 
venant with man, was onely in the power of the Creator, who 
fhall be fuppofed to be the Author of feales to this Covenant, fave 
the fame God ? Secondly, If the Lord onely found out his Sonne 
to be the foundation of this Covenant,meant him, fent him, made 


him,enabled him,to ratifie it by the bloud ofthe Covenant;accep- 


ted all this, offers ir, feconds and affifts it by his owne Spirit, to 
make it effe@tuall : Who can doubt, that he onely is the Author of 
thefe Seales whereby this effeQualnefle is conveid? Thirdly, If 


he onely be the Author of bleffing the word of promife to breede | 


faith in the Covenant, which is the lefler: Who buthee fhall 
breede the aflurance of faith, and the reflection thereof upon the 


— foule, that it may know it felfe to beleeve ? Now how is this 


Reafon 4. 


Deut.7,& 32. 


Deut.s, 30. 


Reafen 5. 


felfe fhall make Sacraments, Ww 


done ordinarily, fave by the feales ? If he then be the Author of © 


the lefler efficacie, who but he is the Author of the greater by the 
fealing Ordinance ? Fourthly , If no externall bleffing accompa- 
nying the Covenant, ( for fo the Lord was wont to per{wade o- 
bedience, Deut .7 and Chap. 3 2, Exek, 25 &c.) can come: 
from any other Author fave the Lord: as the bleflings of raine, 
dew, plenty, health, longlife, fuccefle, ( Demt. 529.) and the 
like ; who fhall dare ufurpe the authority of Seales and Sacra- 
ments, which are the moft eminent annexes to the Covenant of 


all other ? Fiftly, If the Lord Tefiis himfelfe was the onely fta- _ 


blifher of the Teftament and Covenant by his death and blond 
(for without death no 3 a of valour) then who but him- 


chare in effeét, nothing elfe = | 
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well as three or five be admitted to the heape? 


Baptifine we loath it alfo as adminifired by them, as an horrible 


them, wee fhould abhorre them: How much more when their 


C Ha?P.3. Nature of Sacraments. 
the power of his life and death? Sixthly, If the Lotd onely can Rea/on 6. 
authorife divers fignes for the Sacraments (as fupr, Chap, 2.) if age 
he onely can abrogate old ones : if lee one day fhall abolifh all, 

old and new, their nature and ufe, as paft ufe: who but himfelfe. _ 

fhall frame Sacraments ? Jt refting in one and the fame power to 

make Lawes and to abolifh them, concludethenthatGodalone 
isthe Author of a‘acrament. As indeed the Scripture doth wit- Concluf. 
nefle : The Lord onely, Gen. 17. appointed, Circumcifion : The Gen 17. 
fame Lord, Exod. 12. ordained his Pafleover : the Lord extraor- Exod 12. 
dinarily gave commiffion from heaven to /ohn to appoint Luke 3,1,+,3: 
tifme: and tke Lord Jefus with his owne facred prefence and Luke +*)**: 
hands ordained the Supper before his death : Seeing after his Re- 
furreétion he could not, being partly an act of humiliation : and 
fo all Sacraments were given the Lord, in their feverall kinds, 
for their feverall ufes, as in the next points fhall appeare. And to 
fay the truth if ir be once granted that the Lord is not the fole or- 
dainer of ‘acraments, what a wide doore mutt of neceffitie be fet 
open for bothufurping Ordainers and counterfeit Sacraments ? 
Where fhould the period be, or why fhould not hundreths as 


I or ufe therefore hereof, this teacheth us to abhorre all Sacra- Ufe I, 
ments which have nut God and Chrift for their ordainer. If they 
cannot fhew their pedigree in the Lords Cenealogy, nor be nehe.»,¢ 
bookt in his Records, nor have his {tampe fetupon them, we fay a 
of them as our Saviour of the Penny, Gsve unto Cafar that whichs; 
his : So give to the Pope his Vnétion, throw himbacke hisSacrae 
mentall Orders and Pennance,we abhorre whatfoever favors not - 
of God, as copper coine. Yea, and we loath whatfoever of Gods — 
firft ordaining, they by their abufe have corrupted, namely, as 
corrupted : and feeing God and C hrift never gave us a Sacri- 
fice for a “acrament, wee abhorre to meddle with it as a 
Sacrifice propittatory forthe quicke and the dead; and for their 


defiling ef Gods Ordinance;profeffing to depart from their Sacra- 
ments, both for their new inventions, and for their adulteratings 
of the old; and bidde them take them as their owne, for now they 
have ufed them thus,they are no longer Gods, As for their diftin-. 
tion of Apoftolicall and Divine, we take what they crant ; if 
they be not Divine, although an Angell from heaven did ordaine 
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23 Of the Subftance and Part... 
Pope, or their Clergie, or the body of their defiled Church? Fort 
were their Church a chafte Spoufe, fhee durft as well forfweare 
her husband, as caft off fubje@ion in embracing his Sacraments, 
andufurping power to appoint other; which is fo farre befide her 
commillion, that fhee wy as fafely devife a new Covenant, 
Scripture and Doétrine, as doe it, 
Ulet, —- Secondly,this teacheth us to efteeme fo much the better of Gods 


‘Coyne, as we fcorne the bafe ftuffe of Popery:Gods ftampeupon 


‘the Sacrament, fhould make it honourable and precious in our 
eycs, If fome civill ordinance hath honour in it, becaufe God. 
hath put it upon it ; ifmarriage be fo folemne, if the Crowne of 

an earthly King be fo facred, how holy is his Sacrament? He who 
profanes it by facrilegious adding, detracting, or profaning, Cj. 
ther by fuperftition or unprepared ufe, fhall finde God will not 
hold him guiltefle for taking his Name in vaine,We delight when 
we have any curious thing ofa choife workeman, to fay, It isa 

Picture of fuch a ones drawing ; It isa Muficall Lefion of fucha 
ones fetting ; a Watch of fcha ones making : How fhould Gods 


Matterpeeces then affect us ? Notto over+prize them, tokeepe 


them in Pixes and under Canopies of gold, but to preferve them 
in their {pirituall integrity. 
Thirdly, it fhould teach us to behold them, not in their outfide, 
ae | but as they are in Gods ordination;not the outfide of a man which 
we fee, but the foule (which is not feene) is the man : fo, not the 


outward thing, but Gods Ordinance init, is the Sacrament, Of | 


Be 4s _ But Fourthly, and efpecially, feeing God is the Author of Sa- | 
| craments, let us be ruled by him in the right manner of receiving — 

2 King,21.33 them:Look what Jofia,2 King 21.23. {aidtothe people, Keepe the 
Paffeoverto the Lord yonr God according to all shat ss inthe Bookof 

the Covenant : {o here I fay, Receive to the Lord, be ruled by him | 
in Preparation, in action, and the fruite of both : Its onely in him 
that ordaines, to order alfo and prefcribe the due manner of ufing | 
them, Take wee this item withus, (before wee come to the Do- | 


Grine-of right receiving ) that itmay fet,a {purre in our fides, — 


gave them to his Church, will moft feverely punith all ignoranr, . 
rath, unbeleeving, unrepentant, uncharitable, indifferent com-_ 
mers to his Sacraments : and every fuch one {tands to Gods Tri- 
bunall, as we fhall heareindue place, 


Laftly, 


to quicken us to due preparation and ufing of them ; for hee who ° 
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CHa?.3. Nature of Sacraments, 
Laftly, let this point reach us to whom to goe for the fpirimall U/¢ $+ 
life of faith, and the graceof love, for the great worke of recei- 
ving. Itsin him the firft principle of life who made them to be- 
ftow them.Renounce thy felfe, thy owne fence, will-worthip, 
devotion, religion : Its no moralitie to receive well, no act of 
ours : Itsa moft {pirituall act about an object of divine excellen- 
cie ; the relation ofa Sacrament, the end of it, the manner of par- 
taking it, require anew bottome,and the cafting out of our own; 
till God have ftript us of our felves, flefh and bloud fhall never 
feele any fubfifting of Sacraments ; they will vanifh, Onely a 
word of promife, anda feale of the Spirit added to ir, by, and 
froma God of boundleffe mercie, can breede faith to become as 
reall anevidence and convincing the foule, that there is Chrift, 
Pardon, and Grace tobe gotten, as ever Pharifee felt falfe bor- 
rome in hts owne worke wrought, carnall and outward devo- 
tion, and farre sreater. Andthis note, The Lord is not foto be 
counted the ordainer of Sacraments, as ifhe had put all his power 
over unto them to conferre grace to all forts, No, no, he holds the 
bridle ftill in his owne hand; if hee bleffe, they fhall be bleffed, 
ifnot, accurfed : and alltoteach us to feeke him for the grace of 
his Ordinance, to abhorre our felves, to pray for the Spirit of the 
Promife to make the feale effectuall, elfe all is empty and bot~ 


The fecond thing is the matter ofa Sacrament. In the which Sccondly, | 
_ point two branches offer themfelves tobe confidered : Firlt, The Matter. 
neceffitie of it : Secondly, The fimplicitie. Touching the former. things. 
Elements muft be fenfible. I meane no abfolure neceffitie, bur Fit 
fixch as the futableneffe of providence to the impotencie of our ~~ , 
nature requireth.Such is the wofull blindnefle and dulneffe of our 
nnderflanding and unbeleefe of our hearts, to conceive or.apply 
to our felves the Myftery of Chrifl, that (except the Lord fhould 
fuffer men to vanifh wholy in this their wretchednefle ) hee muft 
of neceffitie fteppe out of his {pirituall courfe, and temper him- | 
felfe to dur infirmity ; declaring {pirituall things by carnall, And Firft, Our 
he dothby this meanes condefcend tous, leaft wee fhould be of- W¢*kenefie 
fended with the hard: things of his kingdome ; but might even ““2"***"* 
fee, touch, tafte them:and by {peaking to all thefe fences at once, 
he might convey the favor and. faith of them, and in them fami- 
harly to us. Hee doth catch us = were) by this wife crafte, 


& 


which though it bewray much dulneffe inus, yet no 


wifedome and love in God, 
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Exod. 3.2.& 
4 3: | 
lu.ig.7,38. 
Efiy 783,215 
Jer.1 3 gang 
24,2524, an 
25,15. 
Ezck.12,3. 
&C. | 


Ghoft doth parallell many paffages of Hiftory to {pirituall Myfle- 
_ ries ;as Hagarand Sina to refemble legall bondage, /erufalem, to 


30 «Of the Subftance and Part.3. 
paft with his Church; 


And this courfe he hath taken in all times 
for when any promife, charge, threat, or act of his hath paffed 
to corrupt man : he hath beeife faine to fecond it with fome fi 

and outward warrant to the fence, to confirme them inthe 
truth of it, who were Actors or beholders thereof. When the 
Lord fent asa Saviour to //rac/, and to Pbara>, how did 
the Lord both ratifie his calling, and threats, by miraculous 
fignes? So Gideon and Hexeksab ; f the Prophets in their errands: 
as thofe Stories of the rodbecomming a Serpent, the drie and 


4 wet Fleece, the rotten Girdle, the Por with the fcumme, and 
flefh fodden together, doe witneffe, Not to {peake of thofe ma- | 


ny Shaddowes and Types of holy things in the Worfhip of God, 
there being fcarce any one materiall thing in the whole Myftery 
of Chrift, which had not fome one, perhaps more {pirituall re- 
femblances. Yea, wee {ee in the new Teftament, how the Holy 


typytie the oppofire liberty, the water that fupported Noa’s Arke, 


to expreffe Chrift and Baptifme : which, although I {peake not 


to equall Types and Figures to Sacraments,( which are ofa farre 


higher nature) yet generally, they ferve to fhew what the infir-_ 


mity of our dull nature doth call for at the hands of God, te 
vouchfafe thefe Sacraments. 


Secondly.For WVnto which another refpect may be added, to wit, prevention 


pre ventiois 


of ldolary. 


Tudg.1 3,20. 


evidence of thefe divine proppes of the Sacrament, As our eter 


of will-worfhip. As the Lord gave the !ewes an earthly taber- 
nacle, and matcriall inftraments of worfhip,} warranted by his 
owne Will, to reftraine the carnall part from devifing Idoll-in- 
ventions to ferve him by ; So Sacraments ferve in a fort, to curte 


our bafe hearts from the like errors, For, ifeven thefe te not fuf= 
_ ficient to {top our folly inthis kinde, which will know no God, 


or worfhip further than we fee him ; then what would we have 
devifed to our felves, if God had not allowed us thefe ? Let the 
many additions of Popifh Sacraments,and Sacramentals,Images, 
Idols and the Crucifixe, &c. be evident proofe hereof. — 


_ Teaching usto circum{cribe our curious and fickle hearts with. 
in Gods bounds : and fecondly, to magnifie his provifion in this, _ 


Kinde, for the releefe of our dull and flow hearts : yea, as A/s- 
noahs Angell afcended in the fmoake of the facrifice ; fo letus in- 
corporate and indo@trinate our feeble mindes and foules into the 
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{carres to convince him) fo inthis Sacrament hee fhewes us his 


faithfull. The more wayes the Lord feekesto encounter the dull 


J fay, letuste the more teachable and pliable to his difcipline : 


engravea Figure in glaffe or mettall than fome ordinary toole : 
So when the Lord {eekes to fend inftruction into us many ~wayes 


worke ofthe bare word: oh ! letus beware leaft our refiftance 
turther dealing and treating with us | If when I teach you carnall 
tO 


things (faith our Saviour) 
fave by Similitudes, Parables, and fometimes reall objects, as by” 


fetting a little child before them, and wafhing and wiping their _. 
-_feete himfelfe, ( in that leffon of Humiliation and felfe-deniall) 


What way fhouldbe found to beate in inftruction into-furch dul- 


him. 


-queftion may te asked, why the Lord fhould appoint fo homely, Secondly, 


— fered in the Sacraments,by fome rare an 


This indeede founds beft to our fuperftitious and fantafticall 

hearts : as to Naaman, when hee heard of Jordans watere, by 
and by, the better waters of Abana and Pharpbar wete prefented 2King.5,134. 
by carnall reafon, Butas God had another purpofe to him om the — 


Cuar.3. | Nature of Sacraments. 


faid to Thomas Put thy hand into my ‘fide, and the print of the ar | 
naies (he being content thathis exalted eftate fhould admit fach 


markes, bidding us to be not more formall and hardned ; bur 


conceit and the ftupor of our underftanding, yeathe blunt edge 
of our affections in holy myfteries ; the more naturally and fami- 
liarly he deales, that he might furprife our earthlineffe, fenfuali- 
tie and heavineffe of {pirit,flow to beleeve thefe heavenly things; 


Letthe impreffion of his Ordinance pierce more deepely into 
us, and worke a more through conqueft of our hearts to thie 
obedience of him, A pen ofa Diamond hath tenfold that force to 


at once, by allthe fences, eyes, rafte, touch, as well as by the 


of Spirit, and hardnefle of heart, difcourage him quite from any 


r fo it was his courfe to teach nothing [ohn 3.12. 


Yeunderftard not ; how thaltyee conceive heavent, ? Meaning, if Matth.r3.a. 
thofe things which were ufed as the more cleare to expreffe the !ehn13.4 
more darke; were yet as darke to them as the things themfelves; 


lards ? Bray a foole im a morter, yet foall not hi folly depart from Provz7,32,. 


The latter is the fimplicitie of materials inthe Sacrament, A 

triviall, andcommon Elements ? As we fee water in Baprif{me is oe 
acommon thing, bread and wine ufuall ordinary creathres, no- be he Ele: 
thing in them ftrange, farre off, precious or folemne to the fence. ments & tris. 


Why rather chofe he not to defcribe the of vial. 
coftly objects? Anfwer, 
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Of the Subftanceand = =— 
Ste alin of him by waters ; hee meant not to magnifie the one a- 
* bove the other, but rather to magnifie his power and grace a- 
im them both; fo here, More diftinétly thefetwo mainecaufes 
For rhe may be afligned for the meanefle of the Elements.1.The general- 
Bencrality. 2, The fafetie of them, For thefirft, water, bread and =» 
wine are Elements, generally to be come by and provided with 
i _ gafe, Rare is that country that wants them; now it was meet thar 
the moft generall materials be appointed for Sacraments, leaft elfe 
the precioufnefle and difficulry of getting them, fhould either . 
hindes the ufe (at leaft frequently : )for many Congregations 
are fo brutifh atthis day, that they fhun oft communions for the q 
matter of charge) or elfe give occafion to the curiofiticofmento | | 
devife diverfities of {upplies, and fo to bring in aconfufion, But » 
the Elements being {0 generall that f{carce any Cat is to be 
y found that wants them (and if fome odde ones fhould, yer the 
ufe of rootes (ferving fortheir bread ) is the more pardonable, 
Secondly, this danger is prevented. The 2, and more chiefe is, prevention | 
fatenelice §=—- of carnall worfhip, that the Ordinance may be preferved more 
fafe and entire from fenfuality and pompe. Jf the Lord had ap- 
pointed a fealt of pompe and ftate, coftly junkets, richattiresof = = 
Priettstoufher and ferve in fome rare coftly cates, either natu- 
rall or artificiall, as at this day the Papifts boaft of their brave Sa- 
| craments, and rich {etting them forth with embroydered attires, 
| fumptuous Canopies, Pixes, Proceffions, and Pageants ; lo, all 
the glory of {pirituall Sacraments would turne into outward 
2 King.16,10. pompe and oftentation ; as we fee Ahazx more folicitous of the 
{late of his Altar which hee offered upon, than the fubflance of 
1 243 worfhipand facrifice. Noooner was poore gone out of 
| fight, but the Ifraclites muft have a Calfe of gold to looke upon, 
to offer unto, to feaft, and play and dance before it; this pleafed 
their Idolatrous humor well. And even juft fo, it well pleafeth 
the carnall hamor of Papifts to have {uch places of worfhip fo 
painted, and embellifhed, fuch materials in this worfhip,as might: 
amaze their flefhly eyes and fences, eate up their {pirit and inner 
man, checke the life and favor of faith, and pleafe a lazie and fen- 
-fuallheart with fhewes and fhadowes, that they may depart 
wife as they came, Contrarily the Lord ftrives to prouoke usto- 
ferve him {piritually ; and therefore fetteth meane ob jects before 
our fence, to the end wee may know, that there is fome further. 
object there forustolooke at, than the bare Elements, That fo, 
| 


| 
a 


~ feeke a fupply of outward, by inward and fpirituall dainties, not 


atthe right hand of God, Even asa father feeing his child proud 
~ of fine clothes,makes hima ftte of fackin or lether,to take down 
 over-great delight in himfelfe; fo here, to cracke the pride of car- 

-nality, the Lord clothes his Sacraments meanely ; and fo pulsup 


beggerly rudiments; but the bpdy is Chrift, We uf@to fay Col,2, 17; 


by how much this feaft comes fhort of menis banquets,by fo much 
the more the heart mighr not reft upon outward receiving, but 


feene : and feeke the things that are above,” where Chrift fittet Cols, 22 


the heart to himfelfe, Its noted, L#ke 32.19. Thatafter Supper Luke 22:49. 


— Chrift tooke the ‘up,&c, And why ? Surely, that the body being 


already full, might the leffe looke after nourifhment,remembring 
a farre greater worke was in hand, uf te 


The ufe is to condemne all Popifh, carnall ferving of God ; for 77 1. 
asmuch asthofe things which to men are glorious, are bafe to 


him, Heathens thall rife " in judgement againft fuch, who ( by 


that little climpfe ofa God a farre off) could fay, What good doth 

gold or pompe doe in a (burch ? If Godbea Spirit, give hima 

{ound heart, arighteous life, and then {mall pompe may ferve ; 

reat difhes of plate arenot neceflary ; 1 {peake not a- 

gainft comely decencie in the worfhip of God ; whois as truely a) 

God of Order, as one thatloathes carnall bravery. 
Secondly,the very bafenefle and poverty of the Elements, fhould fer 

raife us np toa fpirituall view of the ufe they ferve for, and caufe ; 


~ usto beware that we cleave not to them, They tell us, State and 
- Pompe is not in us: Wee onely ferve to convey your hearts to 
God ; wee dare not filch away from God the glory of his intenti- 


on ; onely by our proprietie and feparation for holy ends and Sa- 


— cramentall relation, we would raife the foule upward, and carrie 

within the veile, te behold the Treafure of Chrift in the fruits 

_ ofhis bloud-fhed. Therefore even as Peter being hungry, yet 

— dwelt notin the Kitchin, but in his Chamber was rapt up in fuch 

_ atrance as prefented hima fheete full of Gods provifion, bidding 

him, 47if¢ and eate : fo fhould our foules be farre from dwelling A@10,10,11 
upon the creatures, and arife and eate Gods Provifion with an fee 
heavenly heart by faith: Behold the Sheet of God let downe 


from heaven, in which Chrifts delicates and feaft upon the hills, 


 Efay 25. is offered tous; difcerne thefe a farre off, as an Eagle 
would doe aCarkaffe, and feaze upon this prey ; lienot likea Lug. 17,37. 


Dorre in the dunghill, onely refting inthe Elements; which alone 
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and anfwer, Minifter and people, Life wp your hearts | We lift thems 
up unto the Lord Oh }thatas wee have {poken well, fo, there 
were fuch an heart in us! hat as we fee all things in the acra- 
ment,drawing us froma carnall rcligion,and all externall pompe, 
as farre offas our bale Trades and bufinefle of the world: fo wee 
might be afhamed to have our fpirits taken up inthem, while 
heavens offered tous. 

Ady, theid . 

inward excellency whieh is nothing elfe, fave the ‘mpreffion 

God, amped upon them by his owne hand for fpeciall figni- 

-ficationandute, Now the whole workemanfhip of Chrifi about 


From the matter of Sacraments, wee come to their forme and 


the forme of Sacraments may be reduced to this double head. 


rot Ncci- 


dental, 


Virft, Appropriation, Secondly, Vnion, The former of thefe is - 


precedent and preparing to the latter ; and its {uch aworke, as 


concernes the remote fignification of Sacraments: The latter 


more belongs to their exhibiting and {ealing power : but both et- 
fentiall to the being of a Sacrament. To begin with the firfl, Ap- 


propriation hath in it, thefe two maine acts Firft,Propriety to 


nifie .2, actuall ordaining to Sacramentall ufe, Touching the firft, 
The Lord in making a Sacrament,beholds the materiall Elements 
in their natural] aptitude and peculiar Symbolicalnefle to exprefle 
fuchathing, To open this, Confider that things are faid to be apt 


and peculiar to refemble, either by a made aptnefle, which 1s nor 


in the thing it felfe, but purupon it accidentally : or elfe is apt by 


an agreeablereffe in it felfe, fotodoe, In Latine we would thus 


diftinguifh them, or, Apta nata.) of the firft fort are 


all fuch things ( whether Reall or Nominall, or Notionall, ) as - 


have their figmification from an outward confent of them thar 
umpofe this aptnefle. As I know when I heare the name of 


London, Yorke, or Dover,’ what places are, and what arenot 


fignified and meant: Why? How comes my conceit to fatten 


upon fncha Citie by the mention of fucha name? Surely from 
no naturall aptneffein the names to fignifie one Citie rather than — 
another ; but by impofition and confent, or cuftome, which is _ 


as good asa naturall aptnefle to decipher fiicha place ; men will 
fo callit, therefore it prevailes tobe aptto it. Of this kinde are 
all watch-words, Dan.3. 5, When the noife ofall kinde of Mu- 
fique founded, then was it thought a fit feafon to fall downe and 
worlnp the Image, Why ? It was fo confented and agreed upon. 
Such is not the aptneffe here meant, A fecond therfore is naturall, 
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Nature of Sacraments. 


whena thing hath peculiar aptneffe in it felfe to refemble ; a]_ Secondly, na. 


they concurring in one third notion ; looke what is in theone, 
doth, or may incline to defcribe the other, even of itfelfe. And 


| though the thingsare of never {o different kinde,yet in their kind, rad. 


| 


thus a fhaddow is apt to expreffe fhortneffe or changeableneffe of sacramental 


mans life: a deepe well apt to refemble the depth of a mans 
heart ; {0 water is apt to expreffea cleanfing, bread a ftrength- 
ning food, and wine arefrething of the heart, And this latter is 
the aptnefle which our Saviour beholds Etements in : fuch a pe- 


culiar aptnefle as might alone carrie the minde of the Leholder to 


that which is fignified. And hence is that of Auffin, Except Sa- 


marcer 1s ape 
niturally. 


cramentall fignes had a $ymbolicalnefle with the things they re- 
prefent, they could be no Sacraments ; meaning, they could not 


be foapt to refemble, For howfyever the Lord might by his 


s 


| Powe: have made any figne to become a Refemblance, and that 


caufe he fo pleated ; yet, feeing inthis he fought not the decla- 


ring of what hee could doe, but of that which is beft for the con- 


vincement of diftruft, and dulneffe ofour nature, hee rather chofe 


things {pirituall, A then requires a naturall aptnefle 
‘The latter-and maine peece of Appropriation, is divine, and pe- 
culiar application, not onely.in generall to ferve for holy ufe, bo 
in {peciall to note our, typifie, and defcribe to the foule the Lord 
"efus Sacramental, for breeding and confirming the foule ingrace. 
Now this is a further thing than the former ; determining the 
propertie of the creature and the fitnetle thereof to refemble, un- 
to this {peciall refembling of Chrift Crucified,in his wafhing qua- 
litie, and his nourifhing propertie, Although there were never 
{uch aptnefle in acreature to doe thus in it felfe, yer it hath no- 
thing todoe to meddle witha Sacrament, except the Lord doe 


i 


-fpecially ‘appropriate it to ferve for fach a purpofe ; and then it 
_ begins to have in it a Sacramentall proportion,and power to raife 
the foule from earthto heaven, whereas elfe it felfe being earth- 
_ ly, it were more likely to naile downe the heart to it felfe and to 


fiich Elements as might out of their owne congruity, refemble 


Second! y sap- 
plication of 
Elements by 
divine infti- 
tution. 
Proofe of it. 


earthly thoughts a affections ; But fo potent is the worke of the 


Ordainer, who hath put this peculiar property into it, that al- 
though itbe buta creature, yet it carries the foule from earth to 
heaven, in amoft familiar manner, And marke, how this ftands 
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| 36 Of the subftance and 
: ss of thé cr@aturé to feede and chearifh the body, comes from the 
; not living by bread, but by the Word that proceedes out 

. of the month of God. How much more then mufl the vertue of the 


| Accedat verbum, &c. Let the Word come tothe Element, and 


God that (aid, Let light out of darkeneffe; Let there he day, 
wight; Letthe earth bring forth fruits, oraffe, oc, eftected it with 
a Cor 4,6 a breath : fo rhe word of Ordinance ; Let Bread and Winebe re- 
| 


Ment. 4. prefenters of the body and bloud, the merit and etticacie of @ hrift 


thefe Elements for ever to have fuch power to reprefent thefe 
things; fo that no age or time fhall ever prevaile to weare out this 
Impreffion ; yea, and not onely to reprefent them in their kinde, 


their falneffe. So that as it was one charge concerning 
, the Pafchall Lambe,that he muft be wholly eaten or burnt : ‘fo by 
' this Appropriation the Sacramentall fignes doe refemble fully, as 
well as properly. And asin the compound of Bread and Wine, 
_ there is not onely a fupply of drie, bur alfo of moift nourifhmenr, 
#t | that fo both hunger and thirft may be fatistied, and the body both 
made ftrong,and cheerefull to fervice : fo by the Ordinance, thefe 


fignes convey Chrift in his Sacramentall fulneffe ofnourifhmenr, 


with, ifit beleeve, 


fon fort Mitution, giving this peculiar power tothe fignes to refemble 


which hath in itn aptneffe to refemble, but might be a Sacra- 
ul Po ment ? Whereas now wee fee not aptneffe, but Approbation of 
if Gods word,determining {uch an apt thing to fach an apt ufe,is the 

.. very life, bloud, and marrow, ofa Sacrament. There is no doubt, 
oe but as the Scripture teacheth, a Chriftian wife man will picke our 
a holineffe out of each refemblance ; an houfewife that is godly, 


carrie her to our Saviours words, Satan hath defiredtowinnow 


you, An Husbandman will not ufe his Fanne or Floore to 
dreffe or caft his corne in, but he will mufe of that finall fepara- 
Gon ofthe droffe from the Wheate, But there is great oddes be- 

tweene 


Ordinance come from God to make this carnail nourifhing crea~ 
ture, tobe a fpirituall nourifher ? Hence itis that faith, 


there is a Sacrament, This Sacramentalnefle of the Elements, 


Crucified, to replenifh the foules of the faithfull; hath caufed | 


~ Now to returne, take away this third act of Chrifts W ordand 


the ends of the Sacrament: Tell me, what is there inthe world, © 


will nog boult out her flower from the bran, but her heart will 


fothar nothing is lacking to the toule which Chrift can fupply ic 


a 
] 
¥ 
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of refemblances, but not of firch as Chrift hath fet his ftampe u 


‘Natare of Sacraments. 
cweene avoluntary aé ofour owne devotion, and an obedience 
toa Sacramentall charge, Asthe Text faith, Lake 4, There were Luke 4. 27; 

many Leapers in E4ia'stime, and many Widdowes, but not 
many to whom he was fent: Sothe world, yea, the word'is full 
onto beSacramentall, The fetting of a young child before the 
- Difciples, and the wafhing of their feete with his owne hands, 
were Chrifts acts ({till at this day apifhly followed by the Pope) — 
but neither appointed to be Sacramental : but onely naturall re- 
— femblances(to an holy heart which hath a sift to make ufe there - 
— of ) ofa fpirituall grace of humility, Appro riation then e{peci- 
ally ftands in this determining of the Elements! to fuch an ufe by 
Word and Ordinance, 
re we proceede, this firft point may be of {peciall ufe. 1. To P71. 
blefle the Lord as for the of dulnetfe 
ments, fo efpecially for the aptneffe thereof, chufing fuch as 
(without any more adoe ) might eafily acquaint us with fuch ho- 
ly things ; of which before, And toteach us to beg ofhis Maje- 
lL: Te heavenly hearts, which might be capable of his meaning 
Secondly, this muft keepe us within holy bon concerning 
devifing and fetting » to our oF holy 
things; as the Image of the bleffed humilit of 
— Chrift, to behold and worfhip. Who allowed us thefe ? The Sa- 
craments ferve as a Saperfedeas from all {uch inventions, All Po- 
of here falls to ground. 
-Lattly, letus learne to familiarize with Gods $a inthe 77 
| potas of the inftitution of refembling the Lord bs 
be dull and blockifh in appropriating them to their ufe,but lea 1 
{til to climb up by them to heaven, If the mind be at York inftant- 
at the naming of the City, :when yet the body is an 1 
_ diftant : and no fooner doth a woman heare her husbands pha <. 
but fhe is prefent with him(though he be in a far county yby the 
velocity and {peed of the apprehenfion, ftirred up b finch iY l 
tion : Oh! how dull and flow of heart are they whdin the m ‘df, 
_ not of artificiall , humane or. naturall, but divine appro iat 
fo carnal and heavy,that {carfely the 
one lively reprefentation of the Lord Jefis, to 
peek us? But as we come, {fo we fit, and fo depart, as ieranauts 
ots, as if Chrift and we were as far as heaven 


of 
* 
« 
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2Canfesof The canfésof which are thefe, eithet that wee are not thofe 
oe mene “new creatures in whom God hath renewed the powers of under- 
pee” anding and affection; and therefore want the difcourfe and the 


‘{pirit of revelation;in a word, want the operation of a new Crea- 


Chrift, by the Word, the Ordinance, and Promife of God : (and 
then what wonder if Sacraments which fhould be the moft active 


‘meanes, tecome all a-mort, dead, and dumbe with us, 


J a we being held and taken in all our limbes at once, like numb-pal- 
i 2. fie-ones, can neither ftirre hard or foote towards Chritt 1) or elfe 
it abufe the gift of faith and the power of the new creature, by 


.,. and difguifing that mage of God inus (which ferves to carrie us 
AM | to God) by fetting it upon trafh, world, profit, pleafure, eafe and 
-fenfuality,till it feeme tedious unto us to fet it upon holy thoughts 
gy a therce jn the Sacrament. To prevent this, it were good counfell to trade 
our fpirits to heavenly things even by earthly occafions, as well 
without as-within the Sacraments. Kee fhall not finde his {pirits 
fu flat, and lazie in meeting with Sacramentall Chrift, who in- 
S ures his dead heart daily toan holy nimblenefle in comparing 
Prov.y,6, earthly things with heavenly, He that cannot fee a Pifmire but he 
will thinke of providence : nota garith harlot dreffing herfelfe 
for anadulrerous wretch, but will taxe himfelfe, for his leffe lo- 
ving Chrift : fhe that cannot lay a leaven, but thinkes of the king- 
Math.13,33- dome of Chrift : and in a word, hatha gift to be heavenly, and to 
turne Ordinary properties of the creature or common occafions, 
_ toholy meditation : he fhall not have his heart in another world, 
when the Lord prefents unto him the Lord lefus, by Sacramentall 
refemblances. And thus much for the firttK 
Thefeeoni ‘The fecond part of the forme of Sacramments, is Vnion, Which 
partofterme, yetcomes necrer than the former, as more clofely conveying and 
exhibiting the Lord lefus to the foule. Yer, wee muft know the 
former makes way torhis; the aptneffe and {peciall application 
of fignes to this ufe, helpes much the minde to conceive : but this 
is the more immediate object of faith to faften npon Chrift, that 
the Sacraments are no longer the bread of the Lord, but bread 


cramentall union is an a@ of Gods ordaining Spirit and Au- 
' thority, by vertue whereof the Lord Jefus, in all hismerits and 
efficacie is not onely refembled and prefented by apt likeneffe 


| 


3 g the subftance and 


ture, which is faith ftirring the foule toa lively meditation of 


difabling our {elves and difiiuring our foules from this worke, 


the Lord, wine the Lord, and water the Lord. And this Sa- 


on 
‘il 
# 
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CHaP.3- Nature of Sacraments. 
to the minde, butreally made one with the Elements, that by 
them and with them hee might be carried into the foule in fepa- 
rably for affurance of Vnion and Communion with God, Rence 
ir is that the Scripture f{peakes in a phrafe,: This ts my Luke 22,1F. 
body, Thes 2 my blood of the New Teftament : yea in the Old Tefta- : ram > 
ment, Chrift 1s our Paffeover. The Roclie was Chrift, Jam that 
Manna which difcended, All which phrafes denote arealnefle Allurions 
andunion withthe Elements, true andunfaigned. And indeede reall, 
all divine unious are Reall : although they difter in their fexerall 
kindes ; yet by vertue of the Ordinanceand the power of him — - 
that hath fo made them, they are no fhaddowes of emptie things, Sorts of chem 
no dumbe Pageants,as we may fee in other unions, | here is an in- 
telle@uall union in nature betweene the minde and the obje@; in 
which refpect we fay, the minde is all things, meaning in and by 
comprehenfion and union, The object and the nainde are one 
_ by vertue of this power of God inthe foule, not becaufe they are | 
fubftintially one, but notionally. Yet this notion 1s realnefle in 
her kinde. Man and Wife are one flefh, nomoretwo but one : 
how ? by vertue of divine inflitution: this union js reall and true, 
yet not meerely Phyfical and naturall oneneffe,bur in the kinde of 
"at, amatrimoniall union. The like may be faid of all civill unions 
of the family ; which by vertue of the Ordinance of God affifted 
by law and order, become bodies united. 1 doe not allude to thefe 
as if they did hold in all points : but for two caufes, Firft, to fhew 
the power of divine Ordinatics tounite and make things one, ‘e- 
condly, to fhew that the difproportion of the natures of things 
united, either for kinde or diftance, is no let to realneffe of union: 
in a word, its the Ordinance of Chrift, which hath an indeleble 
and irreverfible power of the conjoyning of the Lord Tefiis to the 
Elements, ina reall and Sacramentall kinde (fo farre as ferves the 
-turne) not to Chrift to abafe creature, but to fubject the 
creature in her property to be a clofe and neere uniter of the foule 
with Chrift, to whom elfe (through the incapablenefle of fleth) 
it could not fo eafily have beene knit, and made one withall, — 
This point will the better appeare, if we goe a little further,and Allunions 
fhew that even the greateft and deepeft unions that are, ferve to ferve to make 
make way for the union and communion of the foule with her - — 
firft originall, hereafter in glory, and here in grace, The very pers et ae 
fonall union of the Trinity, how fhould it be better conceived 
than by the myftery of redemption ? wee God could not = 
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fibly have fatisfied God, nor man be brought and united to God, rf 
exceptthere had beenea perfonali union, thatis, a famenefie of 

deity inthe differing of perfons, The like istrue in the union of 

Chrifts Godhead withthe nature and fichhofmans why wasit, | 
but to ferve Gods holy purpofe roreconcile anduniteflefhtoGod 
by the perfon of Emanue/? So alfo, that fpirituallunion ofthe 

whole body and foule of a beleever with © hrift, why isit,butto 

prepare it foreternallunion withhim? Theunion(orcommu- | 7 
nion rather ) of the members of Chrift into one body and being,to ee 

what ferves it but that the whole Church may be one withChritt |} 
_andher head, that by him fhe mightbe one with God himielfe, ~  ¥ 
who fhall be all inallin glory, wholly pofleffing and pofiefled ? ‘y 
So alfo wonder not if this inferior union of Sacraments,be fo reall 
and clofe : feeing its cleare, the Lord in thisy condefcending to 
low to the capacitie of man, unites himfelfe no otherwife to the 


Elements, than that in and by them as channels ofconveyance,he a 
might (when and where he fees it good toufe them )derive*him- « @ 
felfe into the poore belceving foule ina fuller aflurance of Com- 


43+  munion with her 2? So that our Saviour faith, Marvarle not thar [ 


faid unto you, Hee that eates and drinkes my flete and bloud, 
Shall abide tn me, and live for ever. To man fuch aunion ts impof- 
fible berweenea creature andthe Creator, betweencbafeneffe 
and glory : Bur it is the Word aiid Ordinance thatcautfethit; and 
which hath fetled this Sacramentall union indiflolubly, that our : 
fonles might fare much the ketter,and the union of the foule wit ‘ 
Chrift himfeife might be more familiarly conceived. Pl 


* 


t, To adde fomewhat for the better opening of thisunion, letus 
firft underftand-what it mutt be,and then whatit cannot be. Firft, 
tL of necefiitie it mult be fuchan union, as the nature of the things 7 
united willadmit. Then fecondly,fuchastheendsofaSacrament 7% 
A forchere- Wall fuffer, Yor the former; The nature of the thingsunited will 
nit pamgof  notadmuireithera locall ora Phyficallunion : They willand ma 
by two 4 


admit a {pirituall one. Firft, notalocall ; v4, That as the Bread 
and Wine are locally prefent, fo that the Body and Bloud of the 
| Lord Tetus be alfo locally prefent; this I fay the nature of the Lord» 
rWhitthey Jefus his Body will not admit: For although it be a glorified bo- 
een Patt dy, yet it isa true naturall body, and therefore limited, and fo 

Confibftantiate with the Elements in all places, where 
they at oneand the fame inftant, are prefentto the fence of the 
Receiver, Which confites the Lutheran error, of locall Prefence, 


as 
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CHAP. 3° Nature of Sacraments. 4t 


as if of neeeffity there muft be a corporall Prefence, or elfe thofe 

‘words (7 be my body |cannot be verified ; No, we denie it, be- 

caufe itrefifts the nature of che things united and prefent, Second. 
dy, neither will their nature admit a phyficall Prefence or union ; 
is,{uch an union as by which the proper formes and beings of 
the things united are loft,and become uncer anew forme of mix- 
ture or compofition, For the Natures of Chrift and the Bread are 
incompatible in point of mixture or compounding, becaufe the 
one is afpirituall, the other a corporallthing, which admit no 
fuch mixture.as corporall things of like nature doe, as wine and 
water. So thén if thts union be not mixt, it 1s much lefle 

ftantiate ; for inthat the one doth not mixe with, but evacuate 
and difanull the other, leaving nothing of fubftance behinde, 
But, the nature of thefe Elements admit a {pirimall union :no- 2 What they 
thing hinders why the things which are furthelt diftant or remote 
in place, may not yetbe prefent in truth and realneffe : for the eae yg 
found of a Canon-fhot 40. miles off from my eare, yet is prefent d 
by the meane of the aire bringing it home to me: and the body of 
the Sunne, of light and warmth, diftant farre from me, yet by the 
aire which carryeth'the beames of it, is prefent and made one 
with my bodily touch and feeling, And againe, nothing hinders 
why twothings phyfically difjoyned, may not yet {pirrtually be 
one, andjoyned togerher, by vertue of the power of the ordai- © 
ner. In a word, the Nature ofthe things united will admit a re- 
all"union, although no corporall union, either locall or mixt, and 
much leffe tranfubftantiall ; therefore the things united in the 
Sacraments are onely {piritually and really united, 


Secondly, the union of a Sacrament mult be fuch as the fcope Rule 2, 
and end of a Sacrament will {uffer and no other. But the end and [ts | 
-purpofe ofa Sacrament cannot adinit any other union betwixt the 
fignes and things fignified, fave {piritually reall.For then muft we crament will 
_deftroy the {cope ofa Sacrament in a double refpec, 1. Of relati- fuffer. 
on ; for except there be maintained in the Sacrament diftinétnefle = 1. 
of Termes, and relation ofone to another : fo that a bodily thing Relatioa. — 
may fignifie and intimate a {pirituall : and a {pirituall be reprefen- | 
ted by acarnall, yer each diftinét in their nature: the Sacramen- | 
talneffe perifhes ; fimbolicalneffe and refemblance being wholly 
extinét by mixture and confufion of things united, Then fecondl: 
of materialneffe. For if we admit fuch an union as is tranfubftantt- yaterialnefte 
ate( which indeed is no union of two in one,batan sere and 
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{wallowing up of one by another ) what fhall remaine of the Ele- | 
ments behind? Ifthey anfwer the accidents of them, (This being 


premifed that its impoifible accidents can fubfift without their 


{ubject) | anfwer, meereaefle of accidents take away material~ 


nefle or corporalnefle, and therefore difanull as much the fub- 


ftance of aSacrament, asif wee fhould holdthat the Elements. 
could {wallow up the thing fignified. But fecondly, the end of a 

Sacrament will eafily admit fuch an union of things, as whereby 
the Lord !efus andall his good things may be conveyed to the — 

foule really, and this being as much as a Sacrament ferves for, and > 


coremring equally and fully with the {cope and purpofe of it, 
whatfoever is more, is fuperfluous. And the: efore refitting that 
end, mutt needs be a falfe and erronious union, not from God. 
The ufe of this whole doétrine is manifold, Itis firft inftruction 
toteachus what muft difcerne and judge of this Sacramentall u- 
nion; what nature itis of : Surely not Popery,not flefh and blcud: 
for they being deftitute of the Spirit of this union, cannot com- 
prehend it : Its a Riddle which only he can conceive who plough- 
eth withthe Lords Heifer, which onely conceives it. Carnall 
men cinot judge of {piritual things, becaufe fpiritually difcerned. 
If we would know either what this union is not,ro wit, Popifh, 


_ and carnall, and locall : or what itis, to wit, reall yet {pirituall : 
_ then judg what either the nature of the things united,or the {cope 
ofa Sacrament will admit ; and there reft, goe no further. If then 
feeme ftrange how a thing may be as truly reall fpiritually, as 
_ carnally : feeke the Spirit of God who is the knitter of this knor, 


and that will teach thee, that the power of the word which 
pointed light to be, and it was, and the evening and morning to 
be a day, and ir was, and man to be, and he was : did alfo ordaine 
the Body and Bloud of Chrift to be really one with the Elements 
without locallnefle, or mixture, and therefore fo they are. 
Secondly, looke what difterence there is in the things united,in 
the point of their Sacramentall union ; the fame difference and 
diftance mutt be obferved by the Communicants in point of par- 
taking them : To wit, that ftill the {verall nature of thefe things 
be preferved entire : and yet by the one carnall thing, the other | 


1" | which is {pirituall be bettered and enlarged, Touching the firft, 


the foule, the {pirit,the faith of the receiver,looke at the Spirit of 
the Sacrament, the Lord lefus crucified : The hand, theeye, the - 
mouth of the Receiver, looke at the Elements only: Do not thinke 
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gueftion be ofa fpirituall being or 
fefe and teeth coe, there faith and the Spirit of Chrift muft con- 
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then that the carnall part can meddle with the {pirituall, nor the 
{piritual Ie 
touches, tafts and digefts the outward :the {piritnall beholds,taftes 
and enjoyes the fpirituall, each mutt keepe his owne bounds, If I 
would difcerne an outward thing in the Sacrament,/ muft ufe my 
fence, my touch, my tafte : and if thefe convince it to be carnall; 
{0 it is: Againe, if! would difcerne a {pirituall thing there! mutt 
confult with my inward man and the inner fence of faith, and 
thereby I muft pronounce an inner thing to be prefent : If I want 
eyes and fence, lean perceive no outward thing. If I want faith 
in my foule, | can perceive no fpirituall thing : each thing or ob-. 
je& mutt be perceived by the proper inftrument belonging to it, 
To the end J may perceive there be ture Materials in the Sacra- 
ment, and rotonelv bare accidents without a fubftance, the 
ward fenfe is triall futhcient : fight, touch, and tafte, will not ¢a- 


fily erre about their owne objeéts, as our Saviour tells his Difci- 


ples, Looke upon and handle me, for a fpirit hathno obje& of 
Touch, fiefh, bloud, and bones, as ye fee me have. Againe, if the 
es and bloud of Chrift : ler 


vince it; ifthar feele the beames, warmth, and fee the light, and 


tate the influence ifluing therefrom: then certainely they are 


there ; for the Spirit cannot bedeceived about her owne objec, 
Onely this I adde, Neither of thefe can be fevered from other : 


for by the externall, the Lord hath appointed to conveie the {pi- 


rituall, and not without them ; and in that relation ofeach to o- 
ther, eventhe meaneft oughtto be honoured; and the ouward 


~ fenfe ought to be fo bufied about the objects of fence, as thereby 
rohelpe, fuccour, and ftrenethen the weakenefle of faith in the Ve 3. 


obje, that is, fpirituall More of this inthe A@t of Receiving. 
Thirdly therefore, this Do@trine of Sacramentall Vnion con- 
futes this Dotage of Popifh Tranfubftantiation. The Papifts, not 


content with the union we fpeake off, caft oyle intothe flame,. 


and maintaine a converfion, and confufion of Chrift and the Ele- 


_ ments by a corporall prefence and realneffe. And, as one once 
_ demanded by Boner, whether Chrift was not bloud and bone in 
_ the Sacrament: made hima merry an{wer (let me fo difgrace Po- 
pery, that yet I may f{peake with reverence ) yes my Lord, I 
thinke not fo onely, but that there he is boots and fpurs and all. 
_ Meaning, that fuch is Popifh exceffe and ridiculoufneffe in this,. 


that 


1 with the carnall (as it is {0,) but the outward man,fees, — 


Luke 24.39, 
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the Subftance and Part.1, 
that it deferves to be efteemed in the Church as a laughing ftock, — 


And fure it is, ( as themfelves alfo fay) they receive not from 
God aSacrament of union, but offer up to hima facrifice of their 
‘own for propitiation ) I fay the Papifts by this foppery, under co- 


lour of magnifying the Sacrament} doe quite deftroy it. Marke 
then what ! {aid betore : Vnion {till muft be conceived according 


toher kind,not corporal] but myfticall and by Ordinance. As then 


its a truth, except the Elements and the Lord Ie{us were one, no 


badreceiver could be quilty of eating his owne condemnation 
fo yer, if this union be conceived as tranfubftantiall, it 1s impoffi-* 
ble it fhouldbe Sacramentall. or Sacramentall union {till {ym- 
boticall, which its impoffible to conceive in things changed into 


a naturall fameneffe and fubftance. As wee know, tn common 


| fpeech we fay, No like thing is the fame, becante a like thing 1s 
like to another. Identity then in Chrift and the Elements difanuls 
Sacramental union, and therefore the Sacrament it {elfe. 

How Popith | 
Crrors 


This error of theirs as it came from the forge of carnall reafon 
firit, and the favor of the Kitchin, fo it received varnifh from the 
erronious conceiving of Scriptures and Fathers exprefling Sacra- 
mentallunion, As, when our Saviour faith, Tbs us my bedy, and 
Thebread wee breake, iit motthe communion of the body of 
(brift? trom which and the like places they prefently cry out, 
Loe yee : the bread is his body. So when the Fathers (efpecially 
thofe who were the greateft Orators ) doe hyperbolize in the 
praife of the Sacraiment,calling it the bread of life, & an ineffable 


~ union, and that after confecration, the bread by the omnipotency 


ofthe Word is made flefh, &c. they abufe the {cope of the Fa- 
thers, ( whichto themfelves was good ) becaufe although they 


~meantno other butto maegnife Sacramental! union, yetthe ex- 


cefle of their {peech occafions the errour of corporal] union to 
prevaile, Letus loathe their idolatry and fuperftition. ss 
Fourthly, it fhould teach, Gods people, never to ceafe magni- 


- fying the love of God, who hath retifed no courfe, negleéted no 


meane, which poffibly might make for the communicating of 
himfelfe to loft man both in union and fellowfhip ; and feeing his 
word through our infidelity could not fufficiently fatisfie your 


fcrupulons and doubtfull mindes touching the realnefle of his 


faithfull meaning towards us ; hath not onely ftooped to be in our 


flefh asa man,but to tie himfelfe to bafe creatures, that fo hee 
might familiarize with our foules more nearcly,and make us one 


with 
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the fubftance of our {piritnall nourifhment : Oh fay how 
- fhould his love (fhewed upon {0 hard conditions )not only ravifh 
 us,but alfo prevaile with us for thofe ends which it ferves for ? 
how fhould our foules ftudy for union with him, influence from 
him, to become like him? How fhould we ftrive to attaine the 


a farre fuller and nearer union with Chrift, and it him, with the 
Lord ? Oh ! this is the cope which all unions (an 


| fhips with things below, that fo we might our hearts upoi 
him, whom to know and beleeve tote our God reconciled, is 
happineffe : and to be united to his natures, in one mytfticall be-. 


the Lord joyned himfelfe to the creatures, that we not refting in 
them, might by them be carried tohim in whom truereft and 
peace is to be had? How fhould we defpife to be one with mony, 
with pleafure, with mans acceptance, with other carnall objects, 
and fay, fince [camé to fee the excellent union of the foule with | 


things and enjoy the Lord. None of his good things, can be made. 
‘mine without union : therefore as I feeke them and the increafe 
of themin the Sacrament, fo I will efpecially feeke union, and 


- difcerne the Lords body in this Sacramentall union:and (as by the 
former point to make us partakers of the divine nature )fo by this, 
to ftrengthen the foule in the increafe of communion, by the §a- 


todifcerne and to apply the Lord Iefus Sacramentall. For the 
firft, Turne wee all our cavilling and carnall reafoning ( which 1 To difcerne 
‘Is indlefle ( for carnality comprehends not myfteries) intoa qui- | 
-etneffe and ftilneffe of beleeving : forfake the {wiftrowling tor- 
rent of never fatisfied fence, and embrace the foftly and ftill 2 | 
ftreame of S:/oam ; cut all knots in twoby the Ordinance, and 
therby determine all endles reafonings of Popith curiofity =f] pend 
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with himfelfe ; fo that the meate and drinke we receive, isnot 
made our fubftance of fléfh more really than the Lord Iefus is 


perfection of that happineffe which Adam loft? and recover it in 


d efpecially this 
Sacramentall ) have to unrivet us from bafe unions and fellow- 


ing of holinedie, is aboveall earthly fading comforts, Oh | hath 


Godin Chrift, I fee nothing below but feemes bafetome, and — 4 
as Tam lothto wnite and give over my felfetoittobea fer- 
vant, to it to be pofleffed by it,or to poffeffe it: Twill ufe all other. 


make much of the Sacrament for the purchafingofit, 
-Fifthly and efpecially, how doth this point prefle the neceffity 
of faith upon us, in the ufe of that Sacrament?Only faithisableto 


crament. Let it be double exhorration then to all beleevers, both 
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that time in admiring this myftery, and in longing tobe partaker 


of that which is by it refembled,T meane union of thy foule with 


Chrift. [fthis be fo myflicall, how excellent is that to enjoy b 


faith 2? Ol | Till union be mace, nothing is thine. Fehold not wit 
acarnall eye, fay not with thofe ‘ewes, how will he give us his 


> Peth 2 Willhe kill himfelte ? If reafon may prevaile, the Sacra- 
ment ( fetting afide a little blinde devotion) will difcover no 
‘more ( hrift to the foule, than bread and wine ina Celler : 'ts the | 
power of God uniting Chrift, regeneration and nourifhment to 
‘the foule - nota few qualities of Chrift, but whole Chrift to the 


whole man: Andthe Sacraments obey him herein : reprefenting 
whatioever he hathunited tothem: No divell, no inftrument of 


his, no Pope can fever thefe two each from other: The Sacrament 
_ they may quite deftroy, but this union they cannot take from the 


Sacrament, he {pirit of the Ordinance it is, which makes ita- 


bide fo irrepealeable. Doe notthen fever thofe things by unke- 


Roni, 
Ro. 


leefe which the Ordinance hath put fo clofe together : wander 
not, defcant not, goe not into heaven, nor downe to hell with a 


Papift to confult and aske, How fhould this be ? But know, the 


word is neere thee, in thy care, yea hand, eye, tafte; the vertue of 
the Ordinance makes whole Chrift as neere the Elements, as the 
qualitie of clenfing and feeling are neere them, Deftroy the one! 
and deftroy the other : If the one be naturall, the other is {piritu- 
all, and from an higher union : if itbe againft fenfe ro divide the 
ore, its facriledee to fever the other, Tre itis, the things thus 


united are farre diftant in place ; but yetthe power of the eternall 


Ordinance can eafily unite them, And fhall not the eift of faith u- 


the fon'e to the Lord by thefe Flements as well as the 


ordinance for ever unites the Lord Iefurs & the Elements ? Peware 
then lealt we fever what God hath united ! It is not the farreneffe 
oft of a thing tm place which can hincer union ; The Lord ‘efurs 
his body.in the crave loftnot union with the divinity by the dis 
ftance of the foule in Paradife : becaule the relation was indiffo-_ 


luble : the vertne of Chrift crucifed is united tothe foule, ifte _- 


beleeve, although his body keepe his place in heaven, Faith in this 
kinde is notunlike to the hand of the Marriner in founding the 
wpe the fea, His hand cannot touch or fadome it ; but by ver- 
tue of the line and plummet which he lets downe and holds in his | 
hand, hee feeles the botrome, and gapes the depth, be it never fo 
remote, So the hand of faith holding the cord and plummet of the 


word 
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_ Chrift. For the fecond, from this difcerning power goe to the ap-2 To apply it, 
plying ; get this grace of faith to unite Chrift Sacramentall unto 
thy foule : Say thus, Are water, bread, wine, infeparable from 
— Chritt ? Why fo ? Doth God care for Oxen (as Paw/ faith) or ca- 4 Cor.g9, 


his delight, poore, hafe, Elements ? No, no, thofe 
lively }emples of our foules,an | 

the places of his delight : Oh | then fay fa, Lord, this union ferues 
forabetter, that thom and, my foule be one by the convey of the 
Sacrament, that might eate, drinke, enjoy thee ! Ohtittup thy Pfil.z4,7. 
head my doore, be thou lifted upin me, oh eternall gate of my 

foule,tl at the King of glo y may coine in, Let faith unbolt and fet 

her all good, asa Prince in his government, asa Matter in his Fa- 


frame, purge them,to encreafe the power of faith in adoption,re- 
‘waters of life, untocternalllife: yea, notoncly betterhearers, 


ritablenefle, unmercifulnefle, unprofitableneffe, that the Lord !e- 


-againit thee, and condemne thee : for they have kept their union | 


rejected thy union fpirituall with Chrift, in the increafe of his. 


word and promife, feeles a bottome of Truth and unites it felfe to 


: 


reth he to be one with bread and wine ? Are thefe the fubjeéts of 


{pirits of juft beleeving ones,are Heb,12,23. 


you wide open, that Chrift may enter and take you up for his ha- 
bitation, and be your head as the husband 1s the wives to procure 


mily, nay, asthe foulé is in the body, 17. #/t.to acd, rule, 


conciliation : to enlarge the graces of his {pirit,love, mecke nefle, 
patience, thankfulneflé : to fill the confcience with joy, hope, 
peace: trocaufe thefe to flow out of the belly of the foule, as 


worfhippers of God : but more wife to rule, more faithfull to o- 


bey, righteous in buying, felling; exemplary in our Chriftian pra- 
&tife, harmleffe, upright, fober ; to purge us of our wrath, unchas 


fiis Sacramentall, inthe {pirit of him, may become more lively, 
powerfull and fruirfull inus, Oh ! pray, and give the Lordnoreft - 

till he have bred faith inithee to thefe ends. 

_ And toconclude, if the poore creatures thus hold their union 7% 6. 
with Chrift, and thou by unbeleefe remaineft deftitute of him, 
know thefe dumbe Elements fhall one day rife up in judgement 


which is but {ubordinate and ferving toa better end. fut thou haft 


graces, Oh wrech ! In naturall things and in vicious things, thon 
art ripe and quicke enough toapprehend, yea more than thou 
oughteft ‘No aa doth the name of that w hich thou takeft plea- 
{ure in, asthe Taverne or Alehoufe in which thou haft often dif- 


guifed thy felfe, come to mind ; no fooner the name of thy fame 
whic 
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Of the Subfiance and 
which affords thee fuch a Rent and Revenue, offer it felfe to thee: 
no fooner doth the name of the harlot whom thou haft conforted 
with ; the glaffe in which thou canft reflect chy owne face upon 
thine eyes, ftand before thee : but inftantly thou feeleft an union 
with thofe lufts which thofe names and notions prefent to thee : 
thy fpirit favors drnnkennefie, covetoufnefle, uncleanenefle, and 
pride : onely the Sacraments are offred to thine eye by the Lord, 


in which Chrift is nominated, nay actually exhibited, and united; 


and here the union is fo ftrange athing from thee, that any other 
bafe objec will fooner offer it felfe alone without any other oc- 


—eafion, than the leaft apprehenfion of Sacramentall Chrift come 


into thy thoughts or afte¢tions, either to beleeve in, love, joy 
in, or much leff¢ to be knit unto, and made one with ; that all his 
excellency and grace might be thine, and thar fatnefle and fweet- 


nefle of his might be conveyed by faith into thy foule. How fhalt 


thou be able to anfwer this fenfualiry and eftrangement of fpirit 
from the Lord Iefis ? Iuftly may the curfe light upon thee, which 


Pan! pronounceth upon all fuch as love not the Lord Jefus., Thus | 


much for the forme ofa Sacrament be alfo fpoken, 

I proceede tothe laft generall in the definition, which is the end 
ofa Sacrament. And thatisdouble, either concerning us from 
God, or God from us. Both (as Inored) are the {cope of a Sacra- 
ment. The reafon whereof is, becaufe the Sacrament intends fill 

as much, and neither more nor leffe, than the Covenant doth : 
(i meane the Covenant of grace, ) But the Covenant of grace is 
rec pag : That Godbe our God, and wee be his people} that 


God be our God al-fufhcient, and wee walke uprightly before 


him. I doe notmeane by reciprocalnefle, any equality in wor- 
king : asifour obeying, or uprightnefie could worke God to be 


_ ours, as his being ours, workes us to be upright. Bur that indiffe- 


rently the one as well as the other part and condition is inter- 
changeably requifite on our parts,as well as the Lords, As then the 
{eale of the Covenant aflures the one, fo mutt it the other: it muft 


fecure the Lord of our upright walking, as well asus, of his be- 


ing our God : both muft needs goe together. Yet I meane not that 

the Sacraments doe equally feale up both : for Gods fealing grace 

tous is ftrong, our fealing backe to him of duty, is weake : the 

Sacrament isthe Lords, and therefore principally aimes at our 

good : yet I fay God lookes for it that the fame meffenger of his 

unchangeable love to us revived atthe Sacrament, fhould 
backe 
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leeve it, 


Mature of Sacraments. 
backe to him our revived Covenant of upright walking, The 


Lord {0 comes to his oath and feale for our fecurity,that he lookes 


we alfo come to the oath of Covenant with him : hee will not be 
tied, and we be loofe. Firft then of the former of thefe two ends, 
Gods endjconcerning us, 
Touching which, letus conceive what God covenanteth, and What God 
fo wee fhall fee what the Sacraments doe aflure, Touching this covenantettt 


\ 


y fpoken, therefore doe here referre my Reader to that dif- Pra&sc. 
courfe, to {pare a labour. Onely thus much ina word ; when 4- Catech, 
dam had loft his integrity by difanulling the Covenant of crea- Part.@, — 
tion ; the Lord had it in his bofome, what he would doe with all 4rticle.3. 


7 i oint, of the offer and Covenant of God, I have elfewhere large- 


_ his pofterity : if hee had quite deftroyed them all, it had beene 


but jutt : In this demurre, orace caftthe skole, and brought him 
( out of his meere good pleafure ) to purpofe to recover a Rem- 
nant out of their ruine. And as he meant this within himfelfe, fo | 
he thought it meete, to expreffe fo much to us, not by including 
{ome, and excluding others, but by a free unconditionall offer of _ 
grace ( inref{pect of any thing in man) to covenant with him'to 
his God, and to become propitious and fauorable againeunto 
him, as if hee never had beene oftended, This covenant he efta- 
blithes with us in the bloud of his Sonnes fatisfaGtion : requiring 
ofus, to beleeve that thereby his Majefty is reconciled with us, . 
and that therefore we be reconciled to him: This he urges us.to 
beleeve nakedly, upon his bare word and covenant, and that 
wee feeke no flarting holes ; but fet too our feale, that he meanes: 
no leffe than his words import, for his Sonnes fake, that hee will 
be eur God and forgiveus, Now there is weight in the pro- 
mifé alone, {ufficient to overprize our infidelity : But fuchis 
the bafeneffe of {pirit in‘us, being difabled by ‘our fall, that . 


neither can our feebleneffe reach it, or remember and repre- 


fentit tousin due fort: and much leffe our guilty, flavith and 
treacherous hearts ( which mufe as they ufe, and thinke God ¢_ 
like themfelves, tohatethem whom they have hurt ) can be- 


_ Herethe Lord not content with the bare offer and Covenant 
of grace in Chrift : rather than he would leave any ( who isnot 
wilfully an enemy and hating reconciliation) unconvinced of his 
unfeignedneffe of meaning to doe as hee fpeakes, condefcends fo 

low, as to ftoope to our weeke, and bafe and 
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Three ends 


of them. . 


3.Tobee 
plafics. 


50 the and 
 therefere comes (asthe author of the Hebrewes {peakes Chap. 


6,17, 18. ) to joyne an oath to his Covenant ; That by two 
things in which it was impoffible for Godto lie, wee might 
have {trong confolation m our taking refuge, upor purfuit of ont 
confcience, Satan, or any enemies, Now wk 


devifed the name of a Sacrament, that is, an oath. ) This oath or 


feale (call it as you will ) muft be that uttermott fecurity which 


the Lord can or will reach us forth in his Gofpell, to take away 


our diftruft andflavery ; That as among men in the egreateft con- 


troverfies, an oath is beyond all expectation able to decide the 


- doubt : fo in this matter of Gods open and hearty meaning in his 


Covenant, if rhe foule queftion it, hee defires that his oath might 
put an end to ourunbeleefe. The Lord (to fpeake with reve- 
rence ) taking a kinde of corporall oath in the Sacrament : I take 
thefe Sacramentall Elements united to the crucified flefh of my 
Sonne to witneffe : that as furely as nothing can fever from the 


one, acleanfing, feeding, cheerifhing qualitie to the bodies of — 


the creatures to whom my word hath fo appointed them ; fo, no- 
thing jhall feparate the quickning, comforting, and refrefhing 
qualitie of my Sonnes fatisfaction, (that is, my love and grace) 
from the foules of them, whom I have ordained it unto;! {wweare 
and vow, my Sonne is theirs, as truely as the bread they eate, and 
the winethey drinke, 

Let us then colleé out of this that hath beene faid, a threefold 
end of Sacraments ; 1. Tobe Glafles. 2, Memorialls, 3. Pledges 
and that of beit aflurance (if oath and feale be fufficient) of rhe 
true meaning of God to the foule in bidding itto be reconciled, 


The laft of thefe three is the chiefe, yet there isufe of the forL 


mer two. Of which feeing perety I have {poken, and partly fhall 
{peake, therefore here the lefie. Touching the firft, then - that Sa- 


_ craments are as Glaffes to the foule ; 1 {pake before in that point 
_ of the matter of Sacraments : noting that the Lord chufeth things 


of moft ordinary familiarneffe, to helpe the feebleneffe and car- 


| nality of our minds, And in the like refpe&, the Lord hath given 


them, tothis end, thatthey might be looking elaffes : that as in 


them each part ofthe face may be cleerely difcerned fo in this 
_, murror of the Sacrament ( for that of Pas/ isas proper to the Sa- 


crame¢nt as tothe promife, 2 Cor.3, wir, that with open face wee 


‘behold 


(Part. 


at is the oath of 
~Godinthe Gofpell? urelyno other {ave his feales, that is, his 
Sacraments ( which I take to be no {mall caufe why the Fathers 
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Nature of Sacraments, — 
~ behold the Lord ) we may fillier difcerne the very letters ofthe 
~ Covenant, which before feemed dim. Spectacles ( we {ce) are of 
ufe ro caufea weake eyeto fee clearely, by multiplying and in- 
-Jarging the chara@ter or object. And the perfpective glafle will 
fo extend the objec a farre off, that a man may perceive (a two 
orthree miles diftant ) alittle cottageunder a darke wood fide © 
with all the proportion of it, not.a doore, wall, or window ofit 
~ excepted, Even fo itis here. I he Sacraments are glaffes, yea per- 
fpectives, which difcover to the dim eye of the foule, all that fill- 


See ar large in the place quoted, | 


tityto the foule doubrfull about the meaning of the Covenant. cat 


| pier tofave and fuftaine it here, during the kingdome of 


- pected for reftoring what they borrow : wee fee they are faine 


neffe of Chrift, which the onely promife could not:yea its as a pi- 
@ture at large, fhewing the foule all the dimenfions of mercy in 
Chrift, his length, depth, height and breadth, which is (as 
calls it) the fulneffe of God, That as the Prophet {peakes of the 
writing which fhould be written in great letters, that hee thar ig 
runnes might reade it: fo here, or the 2.Memorialls of Chrift, [ 2. Memorials 
fhall more fully handle afterward, when I fhew the duty of the Habakz,2. 
Communicants behaviour in the act of receiving, Here this ma 

be fufficienr, to fignifie, thatas Monuments, Marble Pillars wit 

engraven characters, ferve to bring to the memory, the lively 

impreffion of things fallen out or dor time out of minde : fo the 

Sacraments ferve to be memorials to our forgetful mindes, te 

make lively and frefh the memory and imprefflion of the Lord Ie- 

fus crucified, together with the power of his death and fatisfacti- 

on: Sothatno injury of time, weakeneffe of memory, or craft 

of Sathan, might ever be able to weare out the print of firch a di- 

vine gift and favour, as much worth as the falvation of mankind, 


But thirdly, and chiefely, adde, for pledges and feales of fecu- 3-P edges 


The other two make way m the minde for this : but this is the laft 
and finall end of Sacraments in Gods ordination. To adde a word 
or two to that I have faid of it ; the Lord by his Seales feekes the — 
uttermolt fecuriry of the ftaggering foule, in his true and faithful! 


orace, Thefe feales he se frequently to be oftered and recei- 
ved ; that as the weake foule finds her felfe ro ftand in need, fo - ty Rati 
thee drinking at thefe brookes, might -liftup her head. To make / Unfrats. 


my meaning more plaine ; we fee among men for fundry caufes, 


it is meete ane fearre the other of his faithfulneffe. 1f men be fuf- 
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to lay ina pledge with the lender to fecure him of his own. W hen 


? 
i 


Gen.t4.2,3 feat his fervant upon a-weightie errand farre off, hee 


_canfed his fervant to put his hand under his thigh, and bound him 


a with oath to deale behind his backe, as ifhe were in his prefence: 


| So God doc and more, if thou faile of ought which lies upon thy 


| truft and fidelity ; Even fo doth the Lord abafe himfelfe to us in 


- Sacraments, feemes to yeeld to our infidelity, as if it were excu- 


‘| fable, aind to make himfelfe obnoxious tous, who is free and 


j 


bound to none: hee is content to cleere his fidelity by laying a 


| pledge in our lap, and by fecuring us of his faithfulnefle by oath, 
| theend of all {trife, Nay, to fpeake more fully, the Lord in the 
afluring of the bargain of his grace, doth much like to an honeft 


man willing to fell his inheritance. tinding out fuch an honeft 


chapman as gives him content, hee offers him the Land upona 
price, declares the goodrefle of it, tells him its richly worth his 
money. Having thus prefented the objeé to the free choife of the 


~~ Chapman : Lo, the Buyer moved by the finceritie of the Seller, 


and the goodnefle of the penny-worth, confents to his price, and 
contracts with him for theland. They both are firmely agreed,neis 
ther fufpecting other, their words feeme as deeds each to other. 


But in the upfhot the Buyer confiders, while the Seller and 1 live, 


and there thall be no queftion betweeneus, all is well : but if the. 
Seller die, and leave me no fecurity for my owne, whatavailes 


it me to pay my money ? Who knowes what may befall, befides. 


either of our intentions in fo bad a world as this ? Hereupon 
theic ingentious dealerstreate further, and the Seller taking great 
contentin the Buyer, tells him, J fee you are willing to deale 
with me, to beleeve my honeft contra®, and I finde few fo true 


tn paying for their purchafe as I fee you are : your money I have - 


received, and therefore you fhall well feel will not be more 
backward in fecurity, than you are in paiment : Goe to the lear- 
nedit counfell you can meete with, get him to draw the Cove- 
nants as fare and {trong as can be, and looke whatfoever fhall be 
@emanded, I will make good, and I will fettle the land upon you. 
asftrongly as Law candevifetofertleir, 
_ Inlike fort deales the Lord witha beleeving fonle : I fee thou 
haft_a good defire to deale with mee for my graceand pardon 
in Chrift, thou haft received my report, beleeved ‘mv promife, 
for the faithfulneffe fake which thou perceivelt ro be in mee, 
howbeit I fee many doubts rifeup in thy minde to unfettle thee; 
hy I 
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Cuar.3. Nature of sSacrament. 53 


I fee thy fenfualitie is great, thy heart wavering for time to 
‘come; Jamabfent from thine eye, and Satan buzzeth feares in- 


tothee of my unfaithfulnefle : [have therefore refolved to af- 
{ure thee (to the uttermoft) of my fimplicitie, and have added to 
my Covenant a further ratification of my Sacraments, I here 


give thee a pledge, an oath, afeale, chufe the Symbols of the 
—fleth, water, and blond, of my crucified Sonne, the very tnftru- 


ments by which hee wrought faristaction for thee ; as verily as 
this Sacrament ofters thee thefe united Elements, which beas a 
marke and print of the very nailes and wounds that pierced and 
few him, and wrought my angry foule to be appeafed : fo veri- 
ly, doe I in particular tender them to thee, and make them 
thine , fo that if thou be fruftrare, I am content to ceate to 
be fairhfull, and fhall become alier: Pehold therefore in my 
Sacrament, all my Sonne, andthe utmoft fecurity which fam 
able (externally) to give thee, and to make him thine as furee 


ly as: my Gofpell can make him, Thus, I fav,doth the Lord, 


and joynes the Spirit of his Sonne, (called his fealing Spirit ) 
tothe Spirit of promife before given: That the one with the 
other, the Seale with the Cuvenant, might be above the Cove- 
nant alone, and fo leave the poore foule in peace and fecuritie, as 


concerning his faithfull Covenant to fave and {uftaine the foule 


in all her feare and doubtfulnefle, and to take refuge with {trong 


confolation., 


And let the ufe hereof in Gods feare be as weightie with us as V7 x, 
the point it felfe is, Firft to teach us to mourne, to confider how | 
lamentably this end of Sacraments (‘on Gods part) is unknowne, 


~ untaught, defpifed in the Church of Chrift after threefcore yeares 


reftoring of the Gofpell, and upward ; and all by the finne of woe. 
full and wicked men, who have by their floth deprived Cods 
peop'e of fo great a fewell, as the miniftry and ufe of Sacraments, 
Where is there one Congregation of many to whom this myftery _ 
of Chrift Sacramentall is revealed in the kinde? How hidden and 
darke is this Doctrine tothe moft ?. And where it hath founded, 
how ftrange is the found thereof, even as of many waters ? I may 


fay, the one halfe of Chrift in his efficacie and power, either by 


Covenant or Seale, 1s kept from the body of people by the care- 
lefneffeofTeachers.> 
Secondly, to exhort-all that care to receive the Sacrament to U/¢ 20 
any purpofe, not to relt themfelves a in knowing what 
3 


9 
é 
‘ 
| | 
| 
| | 
d 


54 OftheSubftanceand Part.z. 
‘Thave fpoken ; till they know the truth as it is in Iefus Sacramen- 
tall: till rhey finde and feele Gods end of Sacraments to be fulfil- 
Jed in andto their owne foules in the fealing and fecuring power 
thereof. Oh! Didit thouknow the gift of God ina Sacrament, 
how the Lord hath hung itto his Covenant, asa feale of utter- 
~ moft aflurance of C hriftthy peace and welfare , how woulceft 
thou both addre fe thy felfe to it, and fer thy feale of faith to it ? 
_ Asconcurring with Gods end, and receiving full fecurity to thy 
— doubrfull foule of Gods being thy God, reconciled and alfuffic:- 
ent? Oh! looke to it as thy life ! Shall an oath among mea de- 
cide all, and thall Cod take pledges, {weare, feale up his Cove- 

nant with his owne hand ; and falrthou dare to remaine ( not- 

withita ading) at as Cead a point asiffhe had never wet his finger 


wrath of his, which fhall burne forth againft all that give him 
the lie, holding their owne againft him andhis Oath, and re- 
_ ceiving his Word as a vaine thing ? Doubtlefle ifhis wrath fhall 
Dev. :o.9 {moake againit that foule which having heard his Law and Ter- 


J 


, __ hearing the Lords Oath, and beholding his hand and feale to his 
Covenant, fhall treade itunder feete, and adde drunkennefle 

to thirft by unielecte, in ftead of adding affurance to faith, «a 

feale toa Covenant, Let us teach our felves by the practife of 

“men, Ifaman having received the uttermoft witneffe and fe- 
curity Which the Law ofthe Land can give him, applies it in 


~fpeciall to the of his heart, and refts in full perfwafion 


that lis money is not loft, his purchafe is good , what fhalt thou 

doe towards tl e Lords fecurity For tell me I pray thee, where- 
dnreits the fecurity ofa Purchafer ? Js itnot ithe f{pirit of the 
Lawofthe land ? Doth be nottell himfelfe, This is thine; the 
-ttrengthofthe Taw ofthe Land is thine, thou arton fure ground, 
the Law mutt te no Law, ere the right benoright, Sleepe there- 
_forefecurely , enjoy thine owne, feare nothing : Sucha Law. 
thereis, by vertue of which, ( rhe nab equity and provifi- 
Goes and fell upon it, that thine is thine owne, 
tt. 
the matter of thy dalvation, offered inthe Sacrament? Is there 


—togivethce contentment ? Oh ! how fhalt thou endure that. 


rors, fhall cry peace to itfelte, and fay, none of thefe plagues - 
fhall befall me : What wrath fhall breake forth againft him that 


onofthe Land, and the fecurity of every man) thou maitt buy 
Andis not there a ereater ard (tronger {pirit to fecure thee in| 


net here the Spirit and feale of the Lord jefus to fecure thee? Wil 
not |. 
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Cast. 3: Nature of Sacraments. 


not this Spirit deliver thee into as firmea Tenor and Poffeffion 
of Chriftthy pardon and life,as the other of'a peece of land? 
Shall a clod ofa field, and the — ofadoore, the feazin and 
delivery of a houfe and land thereby , leave thee better fatisfied 
for the temporall right , than the Spirit ofthe Ceath and Pefur- 
re@tion of the Lord fefiis, for thy fpirituall ? Looketo thy f{elfe 
| and beware. Weakeneffe of unbeleefe the Lord will pardon : . 
But if thou defpife his mercifull releefe ofthis weakerefle , and 
‘ turne itto wilfulnefle, beware left thy wilfull falling proove 
| nota falling ficknefle, and thy weakenefle become not {ich a 
; difeafe in thee, as the Lord will have no regard to cure thee of, 
leave thee tothy contempt, to thine Feart of infidelity, tbat 
; cannotbeleeve, Rather be exhorted to fecke the Lord in his 
pi gracious way of affurance, bewayle thy impotency, and fay, 
Oh ! Lord, except thou adde thy Spiritto thy Seale, as well as 
thy Seale to the Covenant; my curfed {pirit 1s as prone to breake 
all bands in funder as any mans. Withthee Lord weake meanes 
otbeleeving, fhall te ftrong, without thee the ftrongeft are 
weake ; how much more then canft thou make the flrongeit to 
become ftrong? I deny my felfe, | fet my Boate upon thy ftreame 
to te carried by thee; Lord fan@ifie thy Sacraments, tobecome 
unto my foule the urmoft aflurances of thy Grace, and carry me 
{0 into this aflurance , as that being rid of my feares, I may e- 
ver blefle thee for the fruite of thy Sacraments. Thus much for 
the firft end, 
Touching the fecond ( to adde a little to that fayd formerly) 
I call this an occafionall or fubordinate end of the Sacrament 
viz. That we might renew our Covenant withGod. Wonder To fecure | 
not that the ends of the fame Ordinance differ in weight ; for as God of ous 
in Sacramentall graces, faith and love, we fay all are effentiall ro Covenant, 
a good receiver; yet not equally neceflary to the act of receiving: | 
fohere, both thefe ends are intended more or lefle , although 
Gods fealing of Covenant tous, te chiefe, Briefely then ; the 
Lord expects that the foule being made partaker of his Chrift, in 
the feaft of the hills, as E/ty 25. I meane with the fat things and 
refired wines of his Supper ; and feeling his love fealed to her EY 1?» 
there, inreconciliation, and renewed holineffe, doe occafion her 
felfe thereby, even while the benefit is freth , to revive her 
love, andreafiure the Lord of her fuller purpofe of heart to 
cleave to him, And how ? Surely in better living by faith,better 
| E 4 affections, 


| 


|: 


ted 


didi 


lowne fervice. 


affections, zcale, fruitfulnefle, courage;berter mortification of 

Jutts and deniall of felfe ;better and clofer watching of the 
heart, and walking with him inuprightnes, as our God alfufici- | 
ent? For why? H there be mercy with him that he may be fea- 
‘red, much more is thererenewed mercy with him that hee may 
be doubly and renewedly feared? And how can we (withoat hy- 
pocrilie) long for the sacrament ere it come, upon pretence, thar 
our {pirituall darke, dead hearts will be revived, and our appal- 
lines in grace,cured, and new ftreneth added:and ver having our 


sur: e (erved, leave God to himfelfe, to goe feeke the fruit of our 


being fatisfied, with the pleafures, apples, and flagons of his 
Houle ? How doe many complaine betweene whiles of their 


damping, coldnes, and defertion? what thould then fuch do, but 


withtharholy or Othnicl, vow and ‘profefie to the Lord, 


that if he will make the Sacramenta day of feafting and soy, and 
feadus from him well raifed up;then wall we be the Lords , and 
not f{uffer his oathand Sacrament of fealing , to pafle away fram 
us, Without a reflipulation,and reciprocation of double afteStion, 
duty and thankes. Bur returne hin the ftrength of his coft, in his 
The ug hereof is, tirft,co taxe the moft for their 
-extreaine bafe requitall of God for the grace they pretend to 
reape,at,and by the Sacrament, Surely,either they deceive them- 
elves witha fhaddaw for fubltance, or they faile God marvel- 
loeutly inthis end of his, Either they make no vowes atthe Sacra- 
‘ment, or breake them as fat. Oh! the formality of moft Profef 
fersin their receiving! *s appeares by this, that in ftead of ma- 
king this Ordinance,an hint and opportunity to provoke them- 
felves toa clofer and narrower furvey oftheir hearts and wayes: 
_Lo,they tame this grace into commons, and into a bare frequen- 


ey ofof and moncthly receiving (which I doe not diflike init: 


felfe) but alas! row toan habited falling fickneffe and numbe 
‘Palle of practife,and walking uprightly:no fooner hath the raine 
fallen upon their rocky and ftony {pirits, butthe next puffe of 
wind hath dried it up:and fo they live ina moft mortall and woe- 
full contempt of the end of sacrainents; whereas they are orday- 
ned for the {peciall advancing of the foule to God , and the fur- 
thering of the bent and ftreame of the converfation to him : Lo, 

they are ever more dead-hearted, dull, fecure, fapleffe, than af- 
ter their Receivings, Oh woful! | Surely beware leaft yee be of 
that fort of whom Jeb {peakes, ‘Thatthey thall never enjo 
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3. Nutureofa Sdcramenth 
flouds. of honey and butter : never come to chat welfareand fob 20. 17 


creafe of God which he beftowes upon his carefull (ervants, who: 
keepe,touch-with him, and come to him, as well for Gods: glory’ 


as their owne.good, Except thou keepe thofe things clofe toge+: 


ther which God hath united : bis Seale to thee: for comfort, and 2H 


oathand vow to him for berter fervice , thy Sacraments are 


Jiker to proove thy bane thanthy gaine. 
Secondly, let itbe fpeciall exhortationto all Gods people 
unite both thefe ends in ore, as they defire comfort from either, | 


no Sacrament pafte thee (by-thy good will) bur the fad 


membrance of thy dead, barren, and formall Religion may fo. 
{ting thee, that with all thy might and endeavour thou ftrive to 
obraine of the Lord a more lively, refolved and bent heartto re- 


turne to thy Chriftian courfe with clofeneffe , and keeping of 
‘Covenant. Borrow from the prefent experience of mercy in the 
Sacrament, an hearty purpofe to fhake off the ufuall enchant- 
pee: of Satan, and tle errour of the wicked, which have pluckt 
th 


Pet. ule. 


ce from thy fledfafinefle formerly : befeech the Lord to ratifie 
thy covenant which thou haft fo oft broken ; and pray him, that 
by this (ifby anyoccafion ) thine heart may be pull dup to Da- 
vids practife, who finding himfelfe in a fad ume, delivered pj i436, 16 
fromthe anguith of his fpirit, refolved to pay his vowes for 


it, inthe midft of Honfe, and fayd, What ¢o 
the Lerd? \fhee could takeup the Gup of falvation and praife 
the Lord: how much more fhouldeft thou take the Cup of fal- 


vation which the Ford purpofely pnts into thine hand? Yea,thou 
fhouldft fay , Oh Lord my portion, 1 bave detcrminedtokrepe thy he 
Yea, and I have fworne, and ( by thy ftrength) Iwill PU 319.89 
ccepe my oath , eventoobeythy Commandements, Surely if men | 

can breake into fo many vowes and promifes by occafion of a 

fickneffe, or treight , that if God fer them at large ; they will 

fo, and fo require him ( whichyet proove braken vowes for the - 

moft part ) thei what vowes fhould received, fealed mercies 

produce from us (except we be bafe:hirelings and -hypocrites ) 

Where the Lord hin. felfe is before hand with us, in the grace 


ofthe Sacrament ? yea, while the {moke»yet goeth up » how 


fhou!d we afcend initas ((Afanoas Angell ) to heaven? “ures ludg.43. 20 

ly thofe, Papifts who abufe Gods Sacraments to curfed ends, as 

to combine themfelves in hellifh plots and cruelties, and ¢ 

adjure each other to fecrecy (whichis as fatre froin 
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ofa Sacrament, as ifone borrowing his neighbours horfe to 
fetchhisrent, fhould abute himtotake a purfe ) yet even their 
~~ wickednefle (hall not be much worfe than theirs, who vow ber- 

ter obedience , and take the Sacrament upon it, and fhall 


“Why 
Quilltes 


forfeit fo folemne a band, and returne to their vomit, 


Cuar. IIIT, 


Of Sacramental Alls, and the ule thereof: and of the celebra- 
3 tion and folemnity of the Sacraments. 


ae Aving {poken enough ofa Sacrament, as touching 
£4) the conttitution therof ; it remaines that we finith 

the Cefcription by adding fomewhat touching the 
actuall celebration of Sacraments, | or it isimpaf-— 
{ible that the excellency of their nature, of which 

he wehavetreated , fhouldreach to us without a 
communication and imparting them tous, The Lord himfelfe 
who ordayned Sacraments , is the holder out of thein alto to the 


foule, Now feeing the Sacraments containe, partly things {pi- 
partly carnall’: the former whereof are to be carried_and 
—_ conveyed by the mediation of the latter ; it followeth, that the 
_externall Elements muft be conveyed, by externall and fenfible a- 
gents, to fenfible objects , by fenfible Rites and adminiftrations, 


The Lord himfelfe the Agent, is a Spirit, and treateth not with 
us lununediately, either by word or prefence, Needs mutt hee 
therefore fet forth a deputed Inftrument to be for him, and that 
is his Minitter, Againe, the foules of the faithfull are invifible, 
therefore cannot immediately be touched ; therefore their bodi- 
ly and perfonall pretence is required : that {othe conveyer , and. 
they to whom the things are conveyed , may meete and confent 
together. And, as formerly I fayd, thatthe things offered b 
God to the Church are {pirituall, under outward Elements ; rd 
the offering thereofto the Communicants is fpirituall, and by 
the Spirit of Chrift , yet this {pirituall offering is made by out- 
ward A¢ts and Adminiftrations , which I call holy Rites , ap- 
poinred by God himfelfe , and paffing between the Minifter and 
people, thatfo the gifts alfo aeied may therein paffle and be 


conyeyed, Firft then'a little of the Perfons, and then of the Acts, 
| requilite 
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Cuae. 4. Celebration of Steraments. 

requifite to celebration of Sacraments, that the Lord and the 1 Peifons 

f{oule may meete each other, Nvhich are 
The P erfonsare two (we fee ) the Miniter and pedple, The 

Minifter then is firch a facred perfon as is lawfully from God by. 

appointed asa Sequefter betweene God and the Congre- 

sation : ferving to this end to be betweene God and the people, 

for the conveying mutually of good things betweene each other, 

and by name, the good things of Chrift Sacramentall, In whom 

we muft confider both his calling, and perfon he firftaines. Tou- 

ching his caliing, he ought to be a man truely feparated froin In whom. 

mer, and this life, to God and holyufé: hee mult be called by 1 calling. 

God, as was duro, and lawfully warranted by men, as the voi- 5 4 

ces of God to the Congregation , that he 1s meete for fich ufe, |. 

He be of competent unceritanding, and skill in all the my- 

fteries of Chrilt and godlinefe. He mutt be of competent gifts 

toteach, urter, and exprefle the fame to the people For how pim.3, 2 

fhali he exhibite thofe Seales as from God, which he neither une - 

derftands in the ground thereof, to wit, the Covenant of grace, — 

nor yer the Doatrine and Nature of the Sealeshee ofters 2 How — 

fearefull a derogation is it to the Sacrament, (in which all things 

fhould be Symbolicall) when he that is in Gods {tead to the peo- 

ple, fhall neither know the nature of the Covenant, to be able 

to preachit , nor ofa Seale, either to teach or celiver it? What 

aconfufion is it for the Minifter fo unqualified, to oceupy the 

roome of God himfelfe ? As if the L ord fealed a Covenant to his 

people, anda Seale which he knew not the meaning of, The 

like I may fay ofthe life of the Minifter, Seeing the Lord is ho- yim, 3.2 

lv, and ofters holy things, and fuch an high Prieft, itbehdoves H . 7. -5- 

us to have asis holy, blameleffe, and feparate fromfinners: How 

neceflary is it that the Minifter be alfo in this fymbolicall ? That 

by the grace of his perfon the Lord may feeme to draw his peo- 

ple to an holy carriage inthe Sacrament , faying, ‘Be yee holy that p ay $2.0 

beare the veffels of the Lord, Whata Trumpet of prophaneneffe 

isirto the people , anda meane to abhorre the Sacrifices of the 

Lord, when even that facred perfon which‘ofters the holy things 


of G is himfelfe Hag. 9) 12 
of God, is himfelfe prophane ? What an opinion might it it 


breede iv theignorant (feeing fich a fight ) that God is like 
theinfelves, in putting no difference betweene the holy and pro= 
fane? Bucif our duty and worke be done any way, it skills not 

how ? asifall were alike 1 Gods account, ws 
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Levit.10. 3 


Anfwir, 


| ucftion. 


ment clearely. 
Aaron: office, he faith, that -4uron fhould be, or ferve for all u- 
fes betweene Godand the people in point of worfhip and {piri- 


tual refpects, And Pam/,2 Cor.5. 20, faith, We are Embaffadors for 


God,as sf by us God and Chrift bcfought you, crc, Note then, there 


isa double relation in the Minifter,as in all,{o efpecially in Sacra- 


mentals one whereby he conveyes tothe people from God his 
gifts & oraces,iand Ordinances. Another, whereby he returnes 


from the people of God, praifes, duties, and acknowledgements, 
The ate Whereh€to the Miniter is, that he tremble to take up- 
on him fach a Perfon and fervice,except well and truely warran- 
ted thereto by calling from God andthe Church, as one well 


gualibed, /frbe eye be darke, which fhould be the light of the body, 
hewarcat uthat darkeneffe? If to difhonour the Profefion of 
God be fo horrible, whatis it (as Hophai and Phsnees did ) to 
loathfome the very facrifices themfelves by a notorious de- 


banchedneffe of manners and life ? Will not God Joath fiich a- 


events forhim, whofe pure Angels are uncleane in his fight {Oh | 


ve profane Idols, Epicures, malicious and hereticall, avant from 
the prefence of this holy God of Sacrainéts; pollute not( for {0 ye 


_ doas far as in you lieth )the Sacramentalnefle and fymbolicalnetfe 


of the things of God by your unfutablenefle, If Heathen Poets cry 
outageintt ye, and bid ye get ve a far off; what fhail the Lord do, 
who willbe fanétifiedin all that come neere hin? Remember 
Nadaband Abihy\But a queltion is, what fhall we doe in cafe of 
{uch an unayoydable Minifler ? |s not the Sacrament a nullity, fo 
adminiftred? and is it nota thing unlaw full {o to communicate? I 
an{wer, That it were a thing much to be defired for our greater 


“joyand comfort, that he who deales betwixt God and them in 


this kinde, were a sman withourblemifhand offence, meete 
and apt: Howbeit if (all courfes beingufed ) it is unavoyd- 


able, but we muft fall upon others, Tatirme, thoughthe 
—dinance be hereby much eclipfed in her beauty , ( which the 
grace of the receiver ought to fupply) yet itis not thereby difa- 


nulled, The pollutions of Miniftry and Baptifme,difanull not the 
Sacrament: The grace of our Lord Ieftis nor being pinned to the 
fleeve ofanunworthy man:no more than a Sacraments confecra- 
tion refts upon the prefent intention of the Prieft (whofe mind 

| may 


Of the publike Exercife,or Part.r. 
The fecond thing in the Minifter thus duly called,is the Per- 
fon he fuflaines. That is laid downein the old and new Tefta- 
In the old,when the Lord bounded. Afofes and 
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may then intend fome other thing, ) but the grace and truth of the 


SAS 


ordainer, 


If any objeét, the Minifters perfon is as effentiall to'the Sacra. Ob/edion, 


“ment, as either the fignes or the words of inftitntion : now ifthey 
be wanting, the Sacraments is deftroyed Lantwer, The inftanee Anfiver 
holds not : For in thefe, as there is more immediatenefle of being, ; 
(inatter and forme being more eflentiall than the inftrument 
Soalfo, the error is generally ewrable ; it being as eafie to ap- 
point true Elements, as wellas counterfeit ; and to utter the true 
words of inftitution as welkas falfe, not fom the Minifter, It. 
being fimply a thing impoflible, fo to order it in any Church, 
that all Minifters fhouldbe teaching and inoffenfive, And be it | 
admitted, that {ucherror growes by the wiltull finne of fach as 
might avoid it, yet its unreafonable (the body of the C harch {inf 
fering rather {uch an error with griefe, than caufing it by their 
at) to caftfich an fperfion upon the Sacrament, for the finne of 
fuch men, as its not in our power to 'reforme, In fuch a cafe wee 


are botmd'to behold fuch a Mniifter as in the place ofhim whom 


the'Churéh (if fhe might) interides to‘ve’ qualitied : and ro looke 
up above him to God, to preferve the honour and ‘fruit of the 
“Sacrament, pure and inviolable, If further: it be objected ; How 
can that whichis uncleane, affoord clearenefle to others? | an- 
fwer , Its too great an aferibing toany Minifler to fet him in Gods 
roome, or in Chrifts, coconveigh cleannefle tothe foule ; its the 
Lord ( nota man ) who walkes in the midds of his people, to : 
cleanfe them : and our Saviour prayes, Sanclifie them in thy truth, ler.3 1,3 3. 
thy Word ts trath, Bee faithnot, Sandifie themin the Minifter, 17,17. 
Rather’l would allude thus,’ as awoodden pipe may affoord moft — 
pure water, running through it : {oalfo the Lord can'and may af- 
ford to his people the purenefle of Chrift, and good of the Sacra- 
ment, through a woodden,as a golden pipe. Iffaftly,it be deman- 
ded, But what if he cannot teach the Do@rine ofthe Covenant? 
Is it not then unlay*ill for us’ to réceive the Seales from him ? 
anfwer, It is notlawfull for himto: offerthem : But its not our | 
duty to reject the Sacrament for his caufe, Rather feeke inftruéti- 
on where it is to be had, and then come and receive : communi- 
cate not with his finne, nor be led by the blind, leaft both fall in- 
totheditch 
touching the Miniflers ats in celebration ; confider, that of the 
inthem the Lord offers his Chrift with all his good Minifter. 
urch | 
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62 he publike exereife, or 


fire, then when obs baptized with Water, (¥arrh,;.11, And 
this hee doth while the Minifter cleaves tothe words of inftin- 


Got hath prefcribed. ‘Por when the Minifter corrupts the 


forme, the Sacrament is corrupted ; if he deface the words of in- 
ftitution by any other of his owne, the Sacrament begins to be 


his norehe Lords, Addition tothe words of inftirution defies, 
burdesraction from the words of inftitution deftroyes the Sacra- 


Teaching the Minifter to beware of any boldneffe in this kinde . 


Jeaft with the Papifts hee fpoile the Ordinance of a Sacrament, 
- Andas concerning the acs themfelves, know this, that by them 


the Lord conveyes to his people, Iefus Chrift, and all his benefits: 


Its he who by thofe acts doth impart the grace of the Sacrament, 


as the Minifters impart the Elements. And thofe actsare, 1, To 


teach the people the true nature and ufe of the Sacraments. 2. To 


{eparate the Elements from common ufe, to divine, 3. To qua- 
fife them by his {prinkling of rhe one, and breaking and powring 
out the other-; which is the accommodation of them. 4. :Tofan- 
ctifie them by the Word and Prayer, to become the channels and 


exhibiters of that which i refemble. 5. To apply them du- 


ly ro the parties who are the dure objects thereof, and that in fpe- 
ciall. 6, To pray for bleflings upon the admiiniftration of them, 
9. Tobe the month of 9 to God, as hee hath beene the 
deputed inftrument of God to convey tothe people his grace; e- 
ven fo, toreturne the peoples unfeigned thankes to him againe 
for his faichtulnefle. Now touching particulars,.the next two 
Chapters wall better declare them in each Sacrament. Here I only 
{peake generally of Sacramentall Agents, 

The ufe is, That the Miniter looke carefully to himfelfe, nor 
onely to the purenefle of his {pirit, but even of his outward man 
alfo, Not to intermeddle with fuch facred things with prophane 
mouth, hand$, members; not,to approach to the Lord with lighr, 
vaine, irreverend behaviour ; but folemne, and holy, fuch as well 
becomes the holinefle of the things conveyed, and the pureneffe 
of God whofe deputie hee is. Much leffe to adventure witha 
mouth defiled with oathes, railing, contention, ribaldrie, with 
hands defiled with uncleane covetous acts : with a body and 
members, guilty of incontinent, intemperate lufts, of drunken- 
nefle, lafcivioufneffe, ill companionfhip, ex the like fcandals, 

| to 


Church, The Lord Je/1 ns baptixad with the holy Ghost and with 
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Cwar.4. \ Celebration of Sacraments. 63 
to approach the preferce of God and his people. ‘Let holy out- 


qvard a@ts be celebrated: with futablenefle of outward mem~ 
bers. Tor certaine it is; as the honounis great whichthe Lord 


puts apon his Minifters m this kinde, to feale the grace of his 
Covenant by his Sacrament to the people ;. fo: the facriledge of 


‘unholy and audacious dealers with thefe Ordinances, is doubly 


dangerous. If the people in their profane and unworthy re- 


~ ecivings bee damnable, how much more the Miniter, who 
—defiles not himfelfe onely in his corrupt receiving, but the 
Lord himfelfe (as farre as hee can ) by profane adminiftra- 


tion. 


The fecond perfon is the Congregation ; who alfo are bound 
toanfwerable a@s in accepting and embracing the offer of God 
inthe Minifter. OF which alfo in {peciall we thalltreate in the 
two next Chapters:there it fhall be fafficient to fignifie, that as ail 


acts Sacramentall are as effentiall to Sacraments,.as the miracles © 


themfelves ; fo, the want of Sacramentall receiving, difannuls 
the Sacrament, as well as the want of offering. So that the people 


alfo have their partsto actherein. Theirs are thefelegacies, to 
them they belong ; They are therefore withall holy prepara- Exod 12.4; 
tion of themfelves, and theirs, by prayer, to ofter themfelves 


tothe Lord in the Congregation, prefenting themfeives, foules, 
bodies, with fuch comely, chafte, reverend and holy thoughts, 
afteCtions, and behavior, as may teftifie them to be meete guefts: 
of fuch aétions ; before, in, and after the actions, demeaning: 
themfelves, fo asthey may fanétifie the Lord thereby, and not 
pollute his name, who draweth fo neere them in thefe myfte- 
ries : yet this Tadde, as inthe former, that although fuch carri- 


age is that which the Lord commands, and will feverely be re- - 


5 


venged of the contrary ; yet, if through the finne.of man, and des 


cay ofGods Order, fuch fhall be admitted as doe contradic this 
rule; that we doe not thinke this eye-fore and defeé to difanull 
the Sacrament, But with mourning and heavie hearts, both 


for the finne and facriledge of fuch receivers, and givers of the 


Sacrament : to looke up above iboth, and, with fo much the | 
more ferious preparing and fandtifying of our felves to come | 


tothe Lord, beleeving that the prophaneffe of the vile {hall not 


hinder the faith of the well prepared : fithence we come into the | 


prefence of that God of piercing eyes, who can pierce betweene 
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the joynts and marrow, and both behold the OF 
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64. The Defcription and ufeof. Raptifme. 
beleeving foules, toreward thein, and difcerne the impudencie 


ofthe contrary, to accurfe them; and yet not thereby to prejudice 
the comfortand hope ofthenithatare truely prepared, and ab- 
horre to come in their finnes, Aind of this Chapter alfo thus much: 


which | have divided from the former ( though concerning the | 


fame defcription) becaufe I faw that Chapter to grow fomewhat 
larger than the ref. - 


C HA V. 
of Bapti/me - the Deferiptson of it opened, and the 
thereof annexca, 


c Aving thus treated of a Sacrament in generall, we come 
ness to the particular Sacraments of the Gofpell, and firft of 


| 
| * yet becanfe the other is much unknowne, and therefore 

negle&ted : we will take it ( in our way) to fome confideration. 
Three things Firft, by fhewing what due performance is required to it.Second- 


ly, what the grace of it is. Thirdly, what the ufe ofthe Dorire; 


and all thefe in one Detcription, whofe parts fhall be examined, 


Whatitis. Baptifme then is the firft Sacrament of the Gofpell, confifting- 


of Water, which is Sacramentally Chrift ; or wherein by water 
_duely applied : not onely the prefented partie is made a member 
of the vifible Church ; butalfo, fealed up to an Invifible union 
with Chrift, and thereby intereffed in all thofe benefits ofhis, 
which concerre the being of regencration. 
“SEP By calling ‘tthe firft Sacrament, f point at the precedencie and 


Or Baptifine. The which all thofe names of Baptifme, both 


in Scripture, and elfewhere doe approove. !tsthe feede of the 
thous as the other is of food, It iffued firft out of the fide of our 
Lord fetus upon the Crotfe, Its the creating inflrument of God to 
preduce and forme the Lord lefus to a new creature, and to 
regeneration in the foule : Its called our Vnion with Chrift, 
‘our marriage Ring, our military Preffe-money, our Matricu- 
tation, Cognizance, and. Charraéter of Chrift, our emplanting: 

or engrafting into him, and his Body, our Shippe, our Arke, 
our red Sea, our putting on of Chrift, For as all rhofe goe before 


our Nourifhment, Communion, Cuhabitation, Service, Fruit, 
Manna,’ or toode from Heaven ; fo this Sacrament mutt goe be- 
fore the other, Breeding ; begetting, and bringing out of the 


Baptifme. For although our chiefe {cope be the Supper, _ 
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The Defcriptionandufe of Baptifme. 65 
‘wombe, doth not more naturally goe before the feeding ofthe 
elliaa by the Mothers breafts : on this wombe of the youth of 


the Church, coes before the breafts and milke thereof: the Church Pfal.c10,3. 
‘being no drie Nurfe, but a Mother of her owne, the fonnes and 


daughters of her owne wombe, 
Which convinceth thoufands of their prepoftérous facriledge, te 
~ inthat they preffe in upon the Church, for her pappes andnoa- 
‘rifhment, when yet they are baftards, and no youth of her body, 
~ no fons of her love or defires. And therefore fhe abhorres them, 
and hath drie breafts for them whom fhe never bare, The Lord 
-lefus abhorres to be foode where hee hath not beene feede ; fleth 
_and bloud indeede to feede, whom he was never feede to beget. 
Let all who defire to tafte of the fealing power of the fecond Sa- 
crament to nourifh them as§Saints : firft prove the fealing power 
of the former Sacrament to beget and make them Saints, Doe not 
impute fuch folly to the Lord Iefus, as to give the milke of his 
breafts, to ftill-borne ones ; or to fet them into his ftocke, who gre 
are rotten and dead twigges ; as ifthe bare outward wafhing of ' eer 
the fleth were fufficient to regenerate and give title to nourifh- 
ment. This ts to diffemble with God, the Church, and our — 
foules ; and to turne both Sacraments to our perdition, Beware 
all fuch mockers, leaft the Lord be froward-with them, thar 
fight againft the God of Order : leaft in ftead of finding nou- 
rifhment, before breeding, as they robbe God of his Order, fo 
_ they meete with wrath and judgement, before mercie and fal- 
vation ; yea, leait God aceurfe their fingle emptinefle of Chrift, 
tebe fucha double barrenneffe, as willadmitno conception or 
And Secondly, it taxes the confufed devotion of fuch as would V/e.2. ~ 
not be baptized till death, having yet enjoyed the Supper, ufually 
all their life, Asif the Lord were not able to grant and continue 
unto them the fruit of Baptifme, but at the houre of death; or that 
the foule could in faith ufe rhe Sacrament of feeding, which had 
refufed the firft Sacrament of begetting ; or as ifGod needed fuch 
our wifedome to preferve grace, and intercept finne. Letus be- 
beware of fuch wilworfhip. The foolifine ffe of God is and 1 Cor.1,25. 
wifer than our beft ftrengthand wifdome, 


Secondly, I adde [confifting of water which is Sacramentally the fecond 
Chrift. Touching Sacramental union, I treate nothing, Onel 
note, that although the Grace of Chrift muft neither be equalled, 
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66 The Defcription and ufe of Baptifme. 
 nortied to adumb creature, yet hee hath freely yeelded to unite — 
-himfelfe with his creature, fo oft ashe pleafeth toufe it forthe 
good ofhis owne, and for his glory ; and, that tothisend, that — 
‘we might learne to adore him in all fuch Ordinances by which he | 
 drawes neere to us for our comfort, and to fet a marke of honour — 


and elteeme even upon thofe meane things which his wifdome 


hath devifed for the releefe of our dulnefle, deadneffe of hear, 
and infidelity. | 


To teach, us where hee hath caft honour upon uncomely parts, 


yea, united himfelfe for the gracing of a meete helpe to further — 
us to himfelfe,there to account reverently of his Ordinances,and _ 
not commonly : That which Ged hath nor thought common, beware 
we of thinking fo, Hath he taken water, and joyneditwithakind 
 ofequall neceffitie with himfelfe inthis kinde ofconveyance? 
Bath he faid, te thar beleeves, and ts baptized, foall be faved? and | 
Except aman bebcrne againe of water &c. And fhall not wee fa- 
ften both our eyes upon C hriftand water? Chrift Sacramentall in 
and by water ? Better with it for our eafe and helpe, than with- | 
outit, Shall not he that defpifeth water(appointed to fuch an in- 
feparable holy end) defpife the ordainer of water ? Shall wetake | 
his Name in vaine, by flighting that by which he makes himfelfe | 
and the power of his Word and Spirit manifeft to beget the foule | 
to him, and be holden guiltleffe? When Chriit hath put in one, fhal 


we dare to fay,the one is ftrong, the other is bafe? Shallwe flight __ Ve 


It, flacken our hafte to it,our holy preparing of our felves teit, our 
abiding at it, our offering up prayer for bleffing it,our making it — 
the joint objeé of our humiliation, faith, reverence and thankes? 
Farre be it from us, foto abhor that Popifh hyperbolicall efteeme 
of it, and the merit ofthe worke wrought of it; that werunin- 
to another riot to difefteeme it. Doubrleffe he that cares not for — 
Chrift inthe Word, Chrift in the Promife, Chrift in the Minifter, 
_Chrift in the Water, Chriftin the Bread and Wine, Chrift Sacra- _ 
mentall ; cares as little for Chrift God, Chritt fefh, Chrift Ema- 
nuell, By thefehe comes neereus, And he that deppifeth you defps- 
Seth me, and him that fent me, Beware we of {uch contempt, even — 
in the fecretelt of our thoughts and affections : and let Chrift in | 


the Water be honouredas C hrift, for that fweet union and fruit — 
which hee ra to a poore foule thereby. If Jordan be precious — 
il ufe it ; for the Angels healing by it : much more 
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Crir.s. The Defeription andufe ofBaptifme, 67 
The next point concernes the due acts and performances ofimeet 1. General 
perfons, applying of water. The perfons are, the Parents, hy del- | 
the Congregation, the Minifter, and the (nfant: The acts are the | 
mutuall carriages of thefe towards each other Sacramentally, | 
Tonching the which, in breefe thus(being loath to digrefle much 
the ftreame of the point, ) The Parents, are to have compe. Perfon. 
tent knowledge (the more, the better if fanctified ) hoth of the 
woeful pollution of nature which by themfelves their child hath 
contracted : to bleffe the Lord for mercifull with it.in Loe 
the penalties deferved to be inflicted even outwardly upon ir, 
(for the deformity of finne) in the marks thereof, maimed,blind, 
hale, lame, menfttous : yet inthis not fatisfied, they ought to be- 
hold the infeparable inward defiledneffe of the infants nature and 
{pirit : the more the Lord hath done his part, the more tenderly 5, Dyties — 
tocommiferate the wretchedne(fe of the inner manof itdepri- 
ved of the !mage of God by originall finne ; to mourne and figh 


for it to God by deepe groanes and confeflion: topray, andbe sy 
ke. inftant with God for the pardon of it, the purging and the f{anéti- 
of it : blefle God who hath ordained fuch a remedy as 2, Duty. 


| Sacrament ; not to abolifh, but to kill the poyfon offinne : to Rom.6;3, 
remember that the child of it felfe hath neither fence or favour in 
Baptifme ; no nor right thereto, of it felfe, (it being the prive- Ephe-%t 's!% 
ledge of the Church) further than in and by themfelves, and ; Cor.7,17. | 
their right to the Covenant, it partakes an holinefle. Therefore, 3, Duty. 
= they ought ferioufly to revive their faith in this Covenant : to 
offer their infant to God by vertue of that promife madeto the 
: righteous and their feede, that God will be thefr God, to many. | 
gencrations, 
: In this ftrength they are to plead their own right for their child, ¢"=17>7. | 
to befeechthe Lord not onely to-vouchfafe it his, outward livery 
a andcognizance of a vifible member ; but further to extend the 4. Duty. 
efficacie of Chrift crucified : Chrift as prefented in the water, to 
the inward ingrafting it into his invifible Church,when and how — 
he fhall pleafe; ifie die foone, by baptizing it with the fpirit of 
Election and Adoption, San¢tification, and renewing of the holy 
Ghoft, ere it depart ; Ifit live, continuing upon it, the power of 
upon the ordinance ofthe word, and upon 
the offer of the Covenant of grace, that by it in due time, it may - ead 
be admitted to the cundition of faith, and faith it felfe by the cal- | 
ling of the Gofpell ; and foreceive sy feale of it in due ver 
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68 The Defiription and ufe of Baptifme. Part.1. 
with affurance and comfort. In the confidence whereof, they are — 
to diftemper themfelves about the eftate of it, whether die 
or live ; but chiefely apply themfelves to ufe the meanes, for the 
attaining hereof, And fo withreverence, they are in due feafon, 
early and betimes (fetting afide all 
fant to the publique aflembly, to the Minifter by ame, defiring 
him (as deputed by the Church) to conferre the Sacrament to it. 
_ Alf giving it fach a name as may favour neither of curiofitie, nor 
vanitie, nor fuperftition, nor profaneneffe, but rather edification 
and holinefle, {avouring of the graces offered by the Sacrament. 
And fo joyning with the people in humble 
-feflion and thankes, to devote ic folemnly to Go 
carefully watching over it for their whole life, 


to addrefle the in- 


—. Theufe is, to convince the moft Parents of their profaneneffe, 
or negle@ inthis kinde: who as they never came (it may be). 
~ themfelves within the Covenant of God, by an actuall faith, fo 

areas farre from feeking it for the infant ; but reft in the bare 


name of being borne in the Church, and under baptifme, as if 


that would beare downe all for time to come : meane time, fenf- 
Teffe of their owne mifery, and their deriving of it to the child : 

refolved to fiffer it to lie in its owne perdition, for ought in them 
lieth, They pleafe themfelves in the feature of it, or in fome cir- 
cumftances of other content, a fonne, an heire to the wealth 
~ looke at pompe,or cheere, feafting and mirth,( who rather fhould 


howle and weepe for themfelves,and theirs; and after they have 


fought their owne ends, at laft bring it forth, rather toa Church. | 


complement(as age Ara account) and for an Ecclefiafticall ce- 
remonie of water, than a {pirituall Baptifme of regeneration: and. 
fo afterwards {pending the time in mirth and jollitie ; but fuffe- 
ring the .childe both elder and younger to runne riot, and become: 
worfe the child of Sathan, than ever before, andto weare the li- 
very of Godin defpight, rather than fervice tohim. Oh ! how. 


fearefull an account have thefe to make ? And althongh I deny: | 


not, their childe is baptized vifibly ; and their finne cannot barre. 


the Lords Covenant of grace ( ifhee pleafeto callit) yet, whan. 


-wofiull acceflaries are they to the woe of it ? How much better is 
it to be childeleffe and barren, than to be fruitfull under fach, a 
curfe ? And it were tobe withed,that even firch Parents as feorne 
to be thought profane or only civill, and carnall Proteftants, were: 
not guilty of this neglect. As one faid of Hered: killing his fonne. 


and his fervice, . 


with 
* 

; 


or 


| 
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| 


to heaven for it by 
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with the infants: Better to be Herods Swine than Son:So of thefe. ; 
The fecond perfon inthis worke is the aflembly, Hers isthe ac. 
legacy of Baptifme : her part isas the Church of Chrift, to bring fnbly. 
it forth duely when it fhall duely be demanded, Alfo to prefent per dary. 
them(elves therein publique with reverence, bothat Word and 
Sacrament + torecognize the former grace of Baptifme oftered 
themfelves, that they may be eftablifhed therein ; or elfe by re~ 
membring their owne breach of vowes, to be abafed by the oc- 
cafion : to prefent the infant to God by the Minifter : to lookeup — 
; humble confeffion, Prayer and thankes, and {o - 
to conferre the marke and feale of the Sacrament upon it, 
Which point ferves to correct and rebuke the common errors 7 fet. 
and abufes generally prevailing in Congregations, againft this du- 
tie : few abiding the Sacrament, but rending Gods Seale from his 


Covenant facrilegioufly : others ftaying rather to gaze and gape, 


and to heare and {ee bables, than for any holy end; and after the 


name given, pofting out withas much reverence, ag they were 


refent with fmall humiliation, love orcommunion : and (as 
lf it concerned not them ) leaving the action tothem whom it 
imports, and by their example,teaching others to doe the like for 
thein, and bringing in a profanation of the ordinance. on ; 
The third perfon is the Miniter, deputed by God & the Church, Thethird per. 
to ftand betweene them as fequetter of bleflings, and duty : from fon. Miniter 
God of blefling, whofe baprifime he offers, and whofe perfon (in his duty, 
his aéts) he refembles ; from the people of dutie and fervice, in 
their name, bringing forth the Sacrament to publique ufe, Before 
both he muft behave himfelfe with gravity and holineffe ;: fepa- 
rating the Element, and touching the laver withthe bloud of the 
la mbe,that it may be facred : bleffing the fountaine by prayer and ; Tim. 
praife of his lips, befeeching the Lord to affift, to fanétifie, and to and 4.1>, 
baptife the party with the holy Ghoft and fire: and fo by the ®xe#-42, 9. 
words of the inftitution, In the name of the Father,the Sonne,and , a ee 
the holy Ghoft, receiving the childe and dipping it in water, to Ma:tl.:8.27,. 
pronounce it openly to be areal] member of the Church of Chrift. | 
A great worke, and yet there is a greater, even to be an able Mi- 
nifter of the Covenant, and to underftand the Do@rine and 
ule of Baptifme competently, to teach it fenfibly to the peo- 
ple, that hee may notas a dumbe Idoll, bring forthathing to 
the peopte which himfelfe knowes\nor, I have {poken of theufe 
before : onely this I] adde, That although any of thefe three 
 perfons 
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70 Defcription andufe of Baptifme. Part. 
perfons faile of the Sacramental duenefle and fervice, I doe not 
inferre aimullity of the Sacrament long as the inftitution 1s 
preferved) but.aneceifity of finne in fuch oftendors : for whofe 
caufe it might be juft with God to punifh the children : howbeit 


God in duetime, from calling to himfelfe and converting even 
the children of {ach tinfull ones, fieely to himifelfe, in the Mini- 
{try of the Gofpell, | 
bouching that Thave fayd of Sacramental dipping,to explaine 
dypping, my felfe alistle about ie ; { world not be underftood as if {chif- 
matically | would inftiila diftalte oft the Church into any weake 
minds, by the act of {prinkling water onely, But this (under core 
reCtion ) |-fay : That it ought to be the Churches to cleave 
to the inftitution, efpecially it being not left arbitrary by our 
Church to the difcretion ofthe Minifter, but required to dip or 
dive the infant more or lefle (except in cafe of weakeneffe ) for 
which allowance in the Church we have caufe to be thanke full: 
and fatably to confider , that he betrayes the Church (whofe of- 
Dipping the | ficer he is) to.a difordered errour, ifhe cleave not to the inftitu- 


| ing it exceeding materiall to the ordinance, and no flight thing : 

yea, which both Antiquity ( though with fome addition ofa 
three-fold dipping : for the preferving of the doétrine of the im- 

pugned Trinity, entire ) conftantly and without exception of 
Countries hot or cold, witneffeth unto : and efpecially the con- 

_ ftant word of the holy Choft, firft and laf, approveth : asa lear- 

ned Critique upon CMarhew, Chap. 3. Verfex1. hath noted, that 

Aloe, Gavi: the Greeke tongue wants not words to expreffe any other ac as 
Caedreaond= Wellas dipping, ifthe inftitution could beare it, And fure it is, 
Zar. af the Lord meant not as (he faith) that the infant fhould be di- 
Cauhub, ved tothe bottome, yet he much lefle meant he fhould be fprin- 
kled onely upon the furface:Butrather betweene both extreames, 
he fhould be baptized, which word fignifieth the true a@t of the 
Minifter, to dip or dop the body, or fome part of it into the wa- 
ter: And the effence of Baptifine, in the very fymbolicalnefle of 


on of Chrit, isthere in fprinkling what typicalneffe is there 
ofonr defcending into and afcending out oF the water, both 
Whichare exprefly fpoken of Chritt in his Baptifme of /ordan ? 


05.28 py vertue of his Covenant and eleGion,he is and will be the God 
BAe «f his owne, and the Gnne of man fhall not inftinge the merey of 


ac, | tion : To dippe the infant in water. And this] fo averre,as think- 


tt, urgeth no leffe For what refemblance of ingrafting, putting 
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their liberry and duty in this behalfe, 


-is the pay baptifed. For not onely the Church may an 
e 


hath, and which would no leffe doubt of than the Creede to be 


W hat refemblance of our buriall or refurrection with Chrift, is : 
ehere init ? Sothat I doubt not, but contrary to our Churches tn- 


tention, this errour having once creptin, is maintained {till by 


he carnall eate and tendernetic of fuch,as looking more at thems 
felves than awGod, ftretch rhe literty of the Churchin this cafe 
deeper, and further than either the Church her felfe would, or 
the folemnefle of this Sacrament may well and fafely admit. 1 


_ dee not fpeake this as a thing mcete to diliurbea Churches peace: 
—Satras defiring fuchas it concernes in their places , to looke to 


~ 


fourth and chiefe perfon, vea cquail object of The fourth. 
doth perfon, the 

baptife her intants : butalfo (adultes) growne ones alfo, ifany 

fuch being bred Pagans, and brought within the pale of the 

Church, fhall teftifie their competent underflanding of tl e new 

covenant ; and profe fle their defire tobe fealed with Baptifme, — 


for the flrenethning of their foule in the faith thereof : profeffe 


it I fay, not bafely and flightly, but with earneftnefle and entire- 
neffe;cutting off their haire and natles, and abhorring their Paga-_ 
nifme, But the truth is, the exercife of the Churclies baptifme is 


‘(his ot re coucl 
uponinfants : Here the Anabaptiltsrifeup, pleading the cor- A. Crore; cowen 


ot the bap-~ 


ruption of fuch baptifme, and urging the firlt baptifme of cate- tifme of ine 


chifed ones and confeffors of finne, and cravers of the feale, up- fants. 


onthe worke of the Miniftry in knowledge and faith, 
which can be incident onelyto aduiti,or growne ones. They al- 


ledge that we feale toa blanke, to no covenant, and therefore 
itsa nullity. Sundry learned men have undertaken to {top their 


-{chifmatical mouths and to anfwer their peevith Arguments:my 


{cope tends another way in this Treatife, fo farre as my digre{- 
fon may be venrall, | fay this, forthe ferling of {uch as are not 
wilfull , rhat I take the baptifme of infants to be one of the moft 
reverend, generall,and uncontroled traditions which the hurch 


Apoftolicall, And, although | confeffe my felfe yet unconvinced Realcma Vor 
by demonftration of Scripture for it, yer, firft, ‘ithence Cireum- 
cifion was applyed ro the infant the eighth day inthe Old J efta- 


‘ment. Secondly, there isno word in the New Teftament toin- - mite. 
fringe the liberty of the ( hurch in it:nor {peciall reafon why we 
fhould bereave her of it. Thirdly, fundry Scripturesaffordfome 3 
friendly proofes by confequence of it, Fourthly,the 
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72 The Defcription andufc of Baptifme. Part. 
the child, (externall and vifible ) is from their parents who are(or 
auglit to be ) catechifed, confeflors, penitent, and Proteftants in 


truth (which priviledge onely open revolt difables them from) 


therfore J fay, the feede being holy & belonging to the Covenit, 


the Lord eracioufly admits the allo to the feale of itin baptifme, 


Howbeit here a further quere arifes, And becanfe the ‘acra- 
ment of Laptifme 1s here handled by us, not as halfe a Sacrament, 
(onely includine:a wafhing of the fleth )but anentire Sacrament, 
holdin outand giving an invifible grace by outward meanes : 


By what authority fhall we fay,an infant may be prefented to — 


thar, whereof it is not capable ? To that Lantwer: irft,it’s not 


meete that faptifine being the Sacrament ofnew birth, which 
~ canbe but once, fhould dettroy her owne Analogy, by frequent 


adminiftring:theretore 1f but once,the moft comprehenfive wavy, 
is to doe it inthe infancy, when the outward admiffion ofa meme 
ber is allowed toit. Secondiy, although the child be not capable 
ofthe grace of the Sacrament by that way, whereby the growne 
are, by hearing, conceiving,and beleeving :yet this followes nor, 
that infants are not capable of Sacramentall grace in and by ano- 


ther way. Pictifull are the fhifts of them that have no other | 


way toftop an Anabaptifts mouth, fave by an errour, that an in- 


fane may have faith, It’s eafie to diftinguifh betweene the gift 
conveyed, and the manner of conveying it, For ifthe former be, 


the latter in firch cafe will prove neediefle. But ifthe infant be 


crucly fufceptive of the fubftance of Chrifl, none can deny it the 


Sacrament. Now to underftand this, marke,that infants borne of | 


beleeving parents, are of the number of rhofe that fhallbe faved 
(though dying in their infancy) none of our reformed Churches 
willdeny. Ir is enough therefore that fuch before death doe 
partake the benefit of Ele@tion in Chrift, together with the be- 


nefits of Chrilt in regeneration, adoption, redemption and _ 


glory ; Now that the Spirit can apply thefe unto fuch infants, 
isnot doubted of : though the manner thereof to us be asa hid- 


denand mylticall thing : yet fo it is, the Spirit of Chrift can - 


as really unite the foule of an infant to God, imprint upon 
it the true title of a fonne and daughter by adoption, and 
che image of God by fan@ification without faith,as with it, 
Now, itthe grace it felfe of 8aptifine be thus givenit, why 
not Baptiime ? Nay, I adde further, 1 {ee no caufe to deny, that 


and at, and by the a@t of Baptife, (as the neceffity of 
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Cuar. 5. TheDefcriptionand ufeofBaptifme. 
the weake infant may admit) the Spirit may imprint thefe upon 
the fou ¢ of the infant, 
) Let the ufe ofthe point be to all fuchasare growne to yeares Vie 
of diferetion , to looke backe to their Baptifme. Jet fuchblefle 
the Lord for his bounteous prevention of them with the Sacra- a 
“menteven before they had any ttreneth to conceive it! Why 
| fhould the Lord fo doe, exceptto heape hot coales upon thy | 
head ( oh poore wretch!) and to teach thee to conclude ; 
that hee who was found of thee, when thou foughteft him not, erika! | 
will much more draw neare to thee when thou feekeft him | A ‘ || 
with thy whole heart? What a mercy is it, to know the Lord Pfal. 119; £0 
to be a provoker of the foule to imbrace that covenant, the 
feale whereof he is content to beftow before hand, for the hope 
oftime to come? Who fhould fo playthe Trayter in coole. 
blood, ( having found the Lord fo faithfull inhis love ) and— 
to cavillthus, | wasbaptized and made my covenant when T 
knew nothing, nay Ididmakenone my felfe, but others for 
me! TLetthemlooke to their ftipulationand promife, I made 
~ none! Canany Trecherous wretch fo requite the Lord ? Rather 
Cif'any f{parke of love be in thee ) wilt thou notbreake thy 
heart by this early mercy before hand)? Walt thou not fay, what: 
a fhame were it a me to give over him now in the purfuit of 
his grace, when he hath formerly layda pledge in my bofome 
of his gracious meaning to forgive and fave mee ? Were 
it not juft | fhould be left to perifth with my Baptifme of water, 
barred from the true feale of Gods covenant : Oh ! be vigilant, 
and {tudious tore¢deeme the opportunity of grace, and to fol- 
low all meanes for the obtayning of grace ! Kill all bafeenmi-- 
ty ait treachery which fuggeft the Lord to be thy foe : fay thus, Dap) 
Surely, tthe had meant to deftroy me, hee would never have ludg. 53. 23. | 
done any fuch kindneffe for me : but this preventing freely,af- | 
fures me of his bleffing upon my attending the meanes to get vo- 
cation and faith.Oh!be not faithleffe, bur faithfull ! fuffer no tohn 20.87 
bafe eafe, felfe-pride, fecurity, infidelity to clog thee and hold 
thee in chaines : Doe thy worke the better,and negleé no helpe, 
feeing thou haft thy pay before hand. But to conclude, if the falfe | 
_and hollow are fo culpable: what fhall be {aid of fuch as abufe the 
_ livery of Chrift, to debauch themfelves in all kind of profanenes, 
drunkenneffe,riot,uncleanneffe, {wearing , abufe of the 
Lords day , and that lawlefly ! How much better were ir, rs 
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74 The Defeription andufe of Baptifme,  Part.1. 
had never feene the Sun, than by their contempt of this longfuf- 
fring of God, ro heape up wrath to themfelves againft the day 
of vengeance ! befides the unfpeakable {candall they give to A- 
theiits, 


The2.Gene- Fromthe perfonall acts, Icome tothe fecond generall: vx. 
vallorace of the Grace of the Sacrament of Baptifme ; which I illuitrate by a 


if. Diverlity 242, that it ferves alfo for admiffion into the vitible 
2Fold.  bodyofthe Church. This then ts the common favour of Bap- 


1 Common, tifme ; vz, matriculation, and outward incorporating into the 


number of worthippers of God, and into vifible Communion. 
This is as the porch into the houte. 
The Lords {cope in Baptifme is an inward grace, but this ge- 
nerall priviledge is to all equall : vz, A badge ofan outward 
Rom, 4.11 member : diftinétion from the common rout of the world, ont 


ofthe pale of the Church. The Lordappointed Circumcifion as 
feale of the righteoufneffe of faith chiefly yet as an overpius 


he allowed it to be the Differencer of all other Nations from the 


'ewes, !t was asa fence and wall of {eparation from theminall 


their converfe, So in Baptifme now, a marke or badge of exter- 
nall Communion : whereby the Lord fettles aright upon the per- 


fon to his ordinances, that itmay comfortably ufe them as his. 


owne priviledge, and waite for the inward prerogative of Saints 
by them. And yet this (as muchas men boaft of it ) is buta fthell 
in refpe%t ofthe other. There is an outward implanting of the 
wilde Olive into the fweete Oliue ; that it may be exempt out of 
the ftare of Aliens from the Common-wealth of //rae/: Put there 


Heb. 1225 isaberterufe of it, to bring us to mount Zon, Heb,12.25. tothe 


foules of jut men, tothe Affemblies of Saints. The firft is not 
to be flighted : the latter 1s to be refted in and honoured, There- 


15 fore hee who rejected Circumcifion, was to be cut off from 
his people : voluntary cutting off was punifhed with necef- 


fary. 
The ufe whereofis, firft, to teach us to pitty the eltate of fo 
vafte a portion ofthe worldas the Lord harh left in their blind- 
nefle of minde , and favadenee of {pirit ; and cut them off from 
the Church of God wholly. OF e“alne(e of fin which 


A@st7.30 {houldlic fo heavy upon the Torcs heart as to leave fo many 


rations deftimte of God, Wor’, Covenant, and hope ( ordina- 
‘Ty I meane ) giving themuntoica kingdoine of sathav, for the 
Prince 


| 
a 
| 
| 


by regeneration. 


-Phyfitian fpake fomewhat like, If thefe be Chriftians, my fou"e 


Prince of this world, torule athis pleafure | Notto fpeake ofthe 
lewes whom God hath left to the obftinacy of their rebellion, 
contempt of Chrift and his Covenant and Seales, How fhould we 
mourne for them, and pray for their converfion and the fulneffe 


ofthe Geutiles? | 
Lecondly, what terrour fhould it ftrike into the fpirits offuch 


as yernever faw their naturall condition? What doth baptifme 


teach, but this, our woefull Apoflafie from God by finne, onre- | 


ftransement from hislife, and our excommunication from his 
people ? Iris not our outward baprifme which can releeve us ; 
Onely it fhewes how deepely our nature ts funke and revolted 
from God ; and how gracious the Lord is in this his Sacrament,to 


— give us by it an unconditionall free title to mercy and forgive- 


neffe, whereas he hath debarred {tillan huge part of the world 


Thirdly, it fhould incourage all fearefull hearts, that doube 


whether the Lord meaneas he faith, in his Covenant and offer to 


- be reconciled to God,to beleeve that he is ingenuous and faithfull 


therein : feeing that by Baptifme hee hath taken away that odje- 
tion, Ww Pe daway the fhame of Egypt, and the reproach ofun- 
circumcifed ones : granting a fecond priviledge to them, and a 
title to heare,pray, worfhip,beleeve;that by this he might plucke 
them, not onely frem Infidels ; but much more from that infideli- 
tie and Atheifme which eftranges them from God: and mighr 
make them true free denizons of his Kingdome in grace.and glo- 

Fourthly, its wofull conviction to all fuch as till diff ouife them- 


_ felvesunder this priviledge of vifible members : and wiping off 


this oyle of confecration, (till abide moft uncouth monfters and 


favages, in the bofome of the C hurch ander Gods cognizance, li- 


ving in all bafe courfes, open profaning of Gods Name and Sab- 


generated both from the habit of Chriftians and men,and drow- 


ned in the eulfe ofall exceffe of impiety, intemperance, unrigh- 


teoufneffe, and whatfoever even Heathens are defcrited by, 


Rom,1. Ephe.4,Oh! how doe they caufe Pagans to abhorre the Rom 
hearefay of baptifme and Chrift ? as fome beholding the 


Spansardsin the Eaft parts, cried ont, If thefe were Chriftians, 
they would ftill keepe their God to themfelves : and an Peathen 


ke 
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_boths, blafpheming that God into whom they are baptized ; de- 
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| Ier.9:25.  bewiththe Philofophers, Surely their foreskin is ftillupon them, 


yea they have drawne it up againe as afhamed of their Baptifme. 
grace ofit,is 


all the reft. Conceive then} the 
Lord Iefis being wholly given of God in each Sacrament(though 

_ for diversends ) this former Sacrament offers him wholly, in 

soint of our new birth, or the new creature, Chrift in all his 

bheadia! height, depth, and length ; Chrift for being, and regene- 

ration. Perhaps for the fimpler fort it might be enongh toute the 

Apoftles words, of him are we, who ts made our wifdome, righ- 

1Cort,30; teoufnefle, fanctification, andredemption, 1 Cs7.1.30.0r to adde 
thus much, All Chrift is givenus, either for our calling, or for our 
imputation, or for our fandtification, Howbeit, for my owne ex- 

ercife in part, and forthe clearer view of Chrift Sacramentall 

in the water : I would adde a little more, defiring the weake rea- 

der to pardon my diftinétions, as more meete for fuchas better 


tuinefle. The grace then of Chrift beftowed in baptifine, 1s ¢1- 


eT ther firit grace, or confequent upon it. The firft grace I call, either 


that which maketh us accepted, or that which is fcely given to 
inhere and abide in us, Concerning the former kinde: Grace ac- 
cepting is either grace of meanes ferving to attaine acceptance,or 
the grace it felfe attained, The former of meanes, in’one word ts 
the grace of vocation in all the patlages thereof, preventing, afli- 
Ring, and perfiting this acceptation of the foule. The grace it felfe 
of acceptance attained, may be diltinguifht into grace, either of 
maine effence or of priviledge.Grace of maine eflence is double, 
either juftification of our pertons from finne of guilt and blemifh; 
or of curfe (wherein Gods acquitting us in judgement by remiffie 
on and pardon, properly confifts :) or reconciliation, by which 
being pardoned, we returne to grace and favour againe as before, 
our bloud being reftored, and we beloved. Then fecondly, grace 
of priviledge is double: pofitive or privative. Pofitive priviledge 
in a word is our adoption : which'(befides favour ) reftores us to 
the former condition( yet much bettered )of children, fons,daugh- 
ters, heires ; and fo to the priviledges of a beleever according to 
the feverall occafions of his life and courfe. Privative ina word, 


.  ftands in redemprion:that is freedome from all the evils,dangers, 


But the chiefe thing here confiderable, is the true grace of the 
Sactament of Baptifme, which is one of the moft materiall 
new birth, | both for knowledge and ufe, o 


conceive ( or would atlealt ) the gift of Chrift in his extent and 


‘enemics, crofles, within, without,bodily, ghoftly, which threat- 
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ther inferted in his due place, to give light & order to fuch things — 


Cuar.s. The Defcriptionandufe of Baptifme. 75. 
ten. annoyance to our happy eftate in Chrift. Thus for the firft. 
fecond are graces inherent inus; in a word, Sanétification 
of the whole man, body, foule, and {pirit, ftanding both in con- 
{cience and converfation, and this 1s double, either mortification , 
and confumption of the old man, renouncing him with his affe- Gal.s,24/. 
tions and lufls, and them all with Chrift; or elfe 
— quickning up of the foule in the bent, frame, intent and ftreame of 
| tt, to the life of God and grace, Thus of the firlt grace, The con- 
—— fequent upon this,is the proper iffue and fruit of each of thefe firft 
graces which they leave behind them in the foule: The proper if- 
fue of vocation, is union - bringing to God by the inftrument 
of faith. The proper iffue of juftification is peace and quiet of con- 
— fcience. The fruit of reconciliation is holy @omplacence and con- 
 tentment or joy of the Spirit in God her Saviour,as AZary {peakes. 
fruit of adoption is, the honour, liberry and excellencyofbe- 
 leevers, with the Spirit of children, confidence, and calling God 
Abba, refting upon him for all good things; a true right to earth, 
heaven, and all : All things being ours, we being Chrifts, 
as Chrift is Gods. The fruit of redemption is aflured Sacamley fe 
— heart from evill, conqueft and triumph in Chrift, true deliverance 
of foule ffom Sathan, to God and for God in all obedience, The 
_ fruite of fanétification, is the bleffed guard and furniture of Gra- 
ces refident both inthe minde, as light, purenefle, wifedome, 
_ difcerning : in the wil, all habits and uprightneffe,. integrity, | 
cheerefulnefle, faithfulneffe : in the affections, of love, hepe, 
feare and zeale: in the confcience, fenfiblenefle, tendernefle, qui- 
_ etneffe : Inthe whole man, ferviceablenefle to God in the con- | 
verfation & whole courfe of it. This fhort draught I have the ra-. 


_ as] have handled in the three Articles of my fecond part, and the. 

_ fourth, fifth, and fixth Articles of the third part of my Practical 

_Catrechifme, that the Reader may fee how all thofe good things 
iflue from Chrilt diftinétly : 1 meane, the ufe of meanes, the 
ftrength againft lets, and the right to all priviledges both condi- — 

tionall and actuall : But e{pecially ralay downea view of Chrift 
But, it fhall not be amiffe to touch this point as the Holy The expref ¢ 
Ghoft in the word expreffes ir, Sometimes therefore hee ex. fons ot the 
predica it in gencrall cermes, and fometiows in particular, Gene? 
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96 Defeription andufe of Baptifme. Part, 
rally he calls it the hol Ghoft and fire, ‘ee Adatth. 3.11, meaning 
the {pirit of ¢ hrift in the efiicacie of his grace,which fhould purge 
as fire ; Evenasour Saviour Chrift is {aid to have the Spirit de{~ 


Matth, 3,16; 


Tit.3,5.  flood,1 Pet.2.21In particular this regeneration is diftinguifhed, 
into the wafhing or purging of juftification by the merit, or the 2 
wafhing of fanéificatio by the efficacie of Chrifts death: | he for- 
Ioh.:,7,. Mer int /oh.1.7.The bloud of purgeth ustromall fin: “4 
A&t22.16 The latter fee, Ephey 26. Thathe might fanthifie andclenfeit with 
| Ephe.5,:6. the wafhing of water by the Word: To prefert st without or 
| wrincklein bis glorious prefence, oc. Both thefe are expreffed, 
if Gil3,26. Gal.2.26. They who are baptized ito Chrsff have put on Chrift: 
i— | _astheir garment both of covering in the one, and warmth in the es 
if other : all Chrift in both, But there are two phrafes in the Scrip- L? 
if ture by whichthe holy Ghoft delights to cefcribe the grace of A 
in. baptifme : 1 he one by remiffion of finnes, the other by dying un- | 
if tofinne and rifing up unto righteouf{nefle. OF the firft there is 2 
frequent mention, Lake 3,3. lohn baptifed to the remiffionof fins, 
Luke x, A€dts 27.16. Walb away finnes be bavesfed. Of the latter 
i Acts 12,16. Pan/{peaketh in Rom.6. fromthe 3. verfe tothe 8. So ma- 


Roin.6,3,8, 


Pet.3,2 


cending at his Baptifme, and lighting upon him : meaning that he 


thereby received the Vnction of the  pirit, andthe giftthereof: 
* even the oyle of gladnefle above his fellowes. So alfo its called — 


by the name of new birth, /oh.3.5, Except amanke dorne againe 
of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter, &c, Sothe wafhing of re- 


generation, and the renewing of the holy *-hoft. /st.3,5. And fo 


alf{> it is faid to fave or deliver from wrath, as the Arke from the 


are Baptized into (hrift, are baptized into bts death, 


Therefore we are buried by bapts(/me with him into his death ; that 
Vike as Chrsff wasvaifed up from death by the glory of the Father : fo 
might we walke in newnelfe of life, For if we have beere planted t-ge- 
ther with him into the likene(fe of bis death, we foal alfa be to the like- 
weffe of his refurrettion, And note this further, that as the holy 
Ghoft exprefles the meriting canfes diverfly, now by one, then 
by another part of his mediation : {o fometime he applies that his 
merit to one fruit, fometime to another : yet fo that by one me- 

rit we underftand all, and by one efteé of ir, all the reft. 
Take a Text,1 Pet.3,21. The like figtire wherennto, baprifiné 
now favethus : not the wafhing of the filth of the feth, but the 
anfiwer of a good con{cience in the refurrection of lefus Chrift: 
Marke, the refurreétion of Chrift, being the compleatneffe of os 
 fatisfa- 
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fatisfaction, and the declaring of it, is made here the meriting 
caufe of the grace of Baptifme : Lurbyit, all the farisfaction 1s 
meant : And the effect of this Baptifme is called, The anfwer of a 
good confcience, which is the peace and — of it, properly 


iffuing from pardon of finne and guilt ; yet in and by this, all are 
meant, both juftification and fanétification. The felfefame phrafe 


* jsufed, Heb.10.22, Having your hearts fprinkled from an evil Heb 
confcience, and your bodies wafhed with pure water, thatis, with 
ace, Vor this bloud, Heb. 12. cryeth better things than that of 
The phrafe of {prinkling compares Baptifme to the //ra- 
elites fprinkling their doore potts with the bloud ofthe Lambe. 
Mf they had not done it, they had keene in danger of flaying by the 


But having done it, their hearts were at quiet and peace 
chrough the promife, So baptifme is a better {prinkling of a better 
blond, upon a better object, toa farre better peace, even peace of 
confcience, as being paffed from death to life, By all theie places 


- notunmeet to be conferred together, wee fee, that whole Chrift 
crucified, Chrift in Water, Chrift in our Regeneration, Chriftin 
our Vnion, and by it all his benefits are the extent of the grace of 


baptifme. And that the Minifter ftanding in Gods ftead, applying 
water to the Baptifed, doth by it apply the power of the Lord !e- 
fus by the Spirit accompanying the fame, to create anew birth of 


grace and life in the foule. 


The ufe is exhortation to all that bring or behold children /e1,° ! 
brought and offred to the Lord in his Sacrament of Baptifme ; to 5 


lay in by faith for the Spirit of Chrift inthe water, whereby the 
Lord would vouchfafe tu thy child and renew to thy felfe(if ever 
truely converted ) the Lord lefus for regeneration and the new 


creature, Tothis end doe twothings. Firft, Behold the truth of 


this offer of the Lord 'efus in the water by the helpe of the word; 


and not fo onely, but what the word of Regeneration can worke truth of th¢ 
of it felfe in the foule, and therefore much more can further it by word. 


the Sacrament. Secondly, by and through this Word apply the 


merit and power of the Sacrament to thy foule in particular, 
For the former, know, although a Sacramentbeabovea word, | 


yet it is fo, by a word, and with it, and norelfe. Behold not a Sa- 


| €rament without a word, for then thou feefta meere empty va- 
-mifhing Element, Behold it in a word, and thou feeft no leffe than 
Chrifl in the water, true regeneration offred thee, Take all thofe 


Texts I cited before : looke upto God by prayer, to fee the truth 
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Exod,! 2,22, | 


Heb.10,24. | 
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2 Things. 
1. Behold the 
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‘Ephe.4,22. 


It pocs with 
the Spirit. 


sloh.s 6, 


Matth.3,113. 
Tit. 3556 


80 Difeription andufe of Baptifinc, 
ef them, as they arein lefus, to rivetevery of them in 


truthof a promifer, the merit of a fatistier : whodied, fhed 


_ take Chrift; fo that thou fhalt not ftagger. Confider that the fame 

word which hath held Chrift and water in fo ftrong anunien,can | 

alfo hold thee upon fure ground. Alas, mens going to worke =» sf © 
‘without a word, marres the power of Baptifme :andcaufeththe 


Special | 
to thy {pirit, that fothou maift feele abottome to thy faithoutof 
a word : Labour to fee what makes this word fo powerfull,even sf 


his bloud, was buried and rofe againe by the power of God, thar | 
he might fill a promife with efficacie, and perfwade thy heart, 
that iceine all that hee fuftered was for thee to make himfelfe 
thine inremiffion of finnes, and renewing of the holy Ghoft, 
therefore the promife that otters this to thee, in the Sacrament, is 
(ound and effetuall. Reade and ponder that place I named, Ephe. 
5.26. Wafbing of water by the werd, And {o be refolved if the word 

of at-ue God tell thee, That hee will wath thy foule by Chrift in 

the Sacrament, it fhall be fo, itcannot be otherwife: andif hee 
have faid, Chriftin the water, is f{pirituall birth, 
renewing, purging, burying in the grave withChrift, rifingup 
with Chrift ; then fo itis, This word will giveabottometothy 
feere to ftand upon, while thou reacheftout with thinehandto 


foule to be prefent with any object, more than with Chriftinthe =, 
Further be affured this word of Chrift in his promife oftheSa- > 
crament never goesalone: The truthof italway isannexedto 
the Spirit of Chrift in the water. All the word is full of this ; tells | I 
us,the Spirit is that which aflifts the Sacrament. The Spirit quick- sf 
neth, water profits nothing alone: It isthe Spirit whichmuft ~— | 

_ Joyne with the word, with water, and which yoynes Chriftby == |. 
- Hoth to the foule,or elsthe graces of the Sacrament areas far off, a 
as heaven and earth. But the Spirit of Chrift crucified, waterand ss [> 
bloud, meeting with the Sacrament, fetches outall the power of | ’ 
Chrift ineo the foule,and makes the promife ofbleffing efteQuall. = 
Hence it is that nothing 1s focommon inScriptureasthe Spirits 


concurring with Baptifme, Afarth.3,11, He foal baptize withthe 
holy Ghoft, and fire, Tit.3,5 Water of regeneration,and renewing of — 


boly Ghoft, As it attended Chrifts Baptifme, fo it mult ours if 
it be efficacious, elfe not. | 


Thefe two things being forelaid, bring forth ton faith in the | 
Word and Spirit of the Sacrament, both for thy child and thy .: f 
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for begetting or reviving of Chrift to,regeneration, Andas the hand Thele wo 
the upé the body, vea,as thou beholdeft the Minifter things oring 


allthe‘e. As thou wouldeft put on a garmentupon naked body: How this? | 


wards the inner man of grace: ie beforethe tords acrament, as 


-flave to the fe,and a very carcaffe uf all coodneffe,& being of God. 


this Sacrament,Remember, Creation is of nothing, Baptifme never 
made new creature, where it finds thing of ones own. Baptifme 


nate empty water, which hath in it felfe no Sacramentall fub- 
a 


foule isemptie, unfubfifting without regeneration : Looke to the 


renew a life, a fpirit and being of pardon and holineffe in thee, 1f 
_ while the word lafts, and the Spirit of Baptifme endures, (evento 


the worlds end) Chrift and w 


to dipithy child in warer ; fo, concurre with him by faith, and be- faith. . 
hold God the Father, putting the Lord le{us upon thy foule and the 

foule of thy childe, for pardon, peace, joy, confidence, fecurity, 

grace, and holineffe ; and faften upon the Word, and draw thereby 

the Spirit of baptifme to helpe and fatistie thy foule with Chrift in 


fo be ftript and empty of all good and grace in thy felfe ; feele m nied or ad 
thy foule an utter abfeace of life, of fence, motion and power to- Fife y 


aforlorne wretch, ¢aythus, f thy baptifime | ord be for my rege- 
neration, whatamI withoutit? 4 dead dogge, avery lumpe and 
maffe of finne, and curfe, utterly void of the leaft dramme of life, 
favoring nothing turearth, vanity, world, pleafures ; a 


O Lord! me naked, »luck offmy muffers,fhame me,drive 
me outof my feif'as one poore, miferable,blind, and naked, This 
is the firft worke of faith, to put off the foules ragges, and to void 
all conceit of life, hope, of grace in it felfe; and to fet it before the 
Lordas Adims red earth lay before him,when he was to breathe 
the life of Creation into it, Now the Lord is creating thee anew by 


fhould then not create,but rather draw fomewhat out of our owne 
principles,to make us fomewhat,to which we bring matter ofour 
wn.© !yeople come to the Sacramét ful of their own devotions, & 
look that God fhold make them new creatures of their own ftnffe: 
this were to patch and foder our old,not to create a new man inus, 
Secondly, being thus nothing in our felves ; apply we our felves Apply our 


by the word to the worke of the Spirit,ofunion Sacramentall;bare, ae dns 


nce, yet by the union of the Spirit of Baptifme, inclofeth the 
Lord lefus to regeneration init: If thou canft fay, water is not a 
more beggerly Element in the Sacrament without Chrift, than thy 


Lord by thy faith, and pull hard at him for the Spirit of Baptifme to 


ater fhall never be fundred from the 
G Sacra~ 
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$2 The Defcriptionand ufe of Baptifme, Part.1) 
Sacrament : beleeve thou as firmely, that Chriftas water, fhallne-_ 
ver be fevered from thy poore foule, that lies humbly beforehim, | 
deftitute of all life in thy felfe, and loft fer ever, except Chrift be 4 
thy life and fixccour ; fay the Lord lefus fhall never be wantingto 
fich a foule, in the point of regeneration. Plead then thy caufe ; 
 ftrongly withthe Lord ; behold here isC hriftin water. What let- 
A&s8.16.  teth why thou maift not be baprifed, as Philp faid of the Eunuch 
Shall water ever lofe her cleanfing? Were it not madueffe to thinke 
{0 ? And fhall Chrift then lofe his power to cleanfe the foule?: 
ar _Hathhe not annexed his cleanfing to waters cleanfing? 's it poffible 
that all the divels in he!l can diffolve the Sacramentall Vinton of 
Chrift and water? Oh Lord, why is this Vnion, and for what ferves 
it? 's it good for any thing, fave as itis Sacramentall? Was it Chrift 
before ? [sit Chrift after? No fure,but during the Sacrainent onely, 
And why fo? Surely to teach me, all this Vnion is for me, Chrift 
‘water ferves for my foules wafhing. Hee delights not to be one 
Wihabafe Element for it felfe ; but that in and witha creature of a 
¢leanfing quality, hee might fow into my foule with hisrenewing 
Spirit ! Oh Lotd, Ibeleeve thy Word Lord let thy Spirit 
thee with water into my foule ! Beir, Oh Lord, as thou haftfaid! 
- Separate not thy Spirit fromthy Sacrament, but give it the power 


of becetting me to the life of faithandarew creature, 
Abhoreire Thirdly, looke of tromall thy carnall reafon, and the fillineffe 
nalircalun. ofthe creature: Say not with Nicedemu:, How foallthu 6? Con- 
fult not with feth and blond : caviil not, aske no further figne; 
thou haft three in heaven, andthree in earth, bearing witne e to 
Gods truth : Water is one of thee; itis the inftrument of the Spirit; 


though it be on earth, yet thatis from heaven, call not foravoyce = 
from heaven the fecond time ; itsenough that inthe Baptifme of 
i Chrift, it was manifefl ; Hold clofe tothe Word andPromife: Goe = 
Teach and Baprizes and lo, lamrsth you totheend,Letallconceits 
| of Reafon yanifh in the truth of God : and when corruption hath 
_doneall it can ; yetroll thy felfe upon the promife, and by the Per- "i 
{pective glaffe thereof, thou fhalt fee that grace in the Sacrament 1 
_ which elfe is invifible to feth, and covered under the afhes of un- 
bteleefe. Let all be be quafht with this, My foule, God hath faid it, 
Tfee nothing but water, but there is Chrift with water to regenc~ 
with Laftly, cloze with the Spirit, and meete it at the Sacrament, Jf 
thou meete it not there, its becaufe thou bringeft not faith ith 
ee: 
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Cuar.s. The Defcription and ufe of Bapti{me. 83 i 
thee : for that is there for ever ig Hs Groneinthy fpiritunto 
the Spirit of Chrift, that hee may f{uftaine thy bottomleffe heart in 
her defire after the grace ofthe Sacrament. say thus, Oh blefled Spi- 
rit of Baptifme, remember thou wert given by the Lord Jefus at his a 
-afcenfion for thy Church, /eh» 7.56.57. Now Chrift is glorified, leh7,$6,$7 
i. now let thy Spirit be given to bring the li fe of the Sacrament into | 
| me ! Once when the world wasa (440s, the Spirit of creation foe Genvt,:, 
ftered and brooded the waters, and brought forth order and mat- 
ter for each part of the world |! Oh now come downe withthy fire, 
and warme this water, make it efteStuall, for the {eattering of my | 
darkenefle, errour, rebellion, corruption, and the purging of old | 
Adam, the mortifying and confummg of my concupifcence and — 3 
lufts | And then travell againe with me inthis thy Ordinance, till | 
Chriit and the new creature be formed in me ! Make mec thy off-.Ga]. 4,19, 
ipring, and generation : breede the thoughts, affections, and difpo- 
fition ofthe new birth in me | Oh make this fountaine and laver § 
bleffed and fruitfull to be the feede of Chrift in me! Once thou didft 4 
fo worke with Jordan, that the wafhing ofa Leper, caufed his fleth ; King. 5,132. 
toreturne asthe flefh of achilde, Takeaway my leprofiealfo,and 
make mee as alittle childe ! Once thy Angell fo ftirred the Poole, Ioh.5,3,4. 
that who fo ftepr in next was healed, of what difeafe foever hee | 
—wasficke | Oftirre this Poole alfo, make it an healing water, put’ 
into it the vertue of him, that with a word fpoken could cure all 
maladies, Heale mine Lord, by this poole: if an Angell could 
5 alame legge, ablinde eye, a deafe eare : thy Spirit can heale 
difeafes, the difeafe of my nature, the diftempers of pride, 
~worldlinefle, telfelove, impatience, infidelity, and what not As 2 King.2,14. 
EL fie having the cloake of his Mafter, with the promife of his Spi- 
! rit, {mote the waters, and caufed them to goe this way and that, 
' tall he went over dry ; fo doe thou cry, Where is the Lord God of 
Baptifine ? The Lord Iefus. in the water, the Spirit of regenera- 
ton? Oli tlet the Arke carry mee fafe and free from the gulfe of King,2,21/ 
wrath and deftru tion | Sirlt, O-holy Lord, let thy Spirit caft his 
falt into thefe waters, which my finne hath madebarrenandac- | 
| curfed, ( even as all other creatures ) and fanétifie them by union, 
; and puta bleiling ye: them, implanting the roote of the Lord Ie- 
{is into my poore foule, by dipping mee into them, that fo as veri- 
ly asT behold my childs face, and my owne flefh cleanfed from 
{pots by outward water, fo {urely wee may finde our foules and 
{pots thereof to be wafhed by the bloud oF Chrift. (thistrue la- 
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The Defeription and ufe of Bapti(me. Parr. r. 


ver of the new Birth ) unto remiffion of Gnnes, and cternail life ! 
Thats mach of this poinr,. 1 now come to thethird and lait, 
The third general in rhe Defcriprion is, the end whercto bap- 
ferveth, And that is, the (ealing up of all the grace ( mentio~ 
| fore ) to be the foules owne, in affured per! wation and 
ion, | fay not that 1s the end which ail baptzed ones at- 
taine Unto : nay, not all, who vet by the word: and futhdoe attane, =f 


one '¢ Baptifine. | jay 15 rhe: end which 
intends in the Sacrament: |) fea eup the roan lured; 
fet.ing and reall partaki 2 of thafe holy things of Chriit, winch 
echere offered. |meane not that fealin g of Bapt: iineisinne- 
it, as iftre Spi tre reneration were! jut an attendant 
Maptiime no, inno e: butthis ; where the Lord meanes ta | 
a te.cev ing ( which thourh if rc upon his 
Word ard i Promife, ndes many doubts and feares ) cms grace | 
it fel fe tol eleeve, to be regenerated, to be elect, to be 
thew whichrefexin ts the w rorke of the holy hott) 
Give the wferh the Sacrament of Baprfime ro be the 
shy and tomake vo rhe evidence of the word, 4 
wed Bor ewen 15 the feale annexed to evidence, 
of pal? hi in (2s Lfaid betore) fo doth thus Seace added td 


perfe: i the evidence of it, andt therefure 
cae in at thela, bett, and uttermolt evil 
peur ¢! already, isnot my 
pir al The feal ic of Bar 
Hii c, ar taith: Pag 
ut), wad nes ex faile or Ceceive thee? 
Ger cat nal fesce and wiideliry Wella 
fy ti Bake isl BCS, rhe winds, the | 
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5. The Defcrigtion snd afe of Bsptifme. 
bow toconvinee lads, free ferds tim the coke, fiaffe, and 
Gener, wking him, Whote they were ? and whemhe faw them hee 
ujas comvwrced. This courfe was betrer chan words, hada reall 
relation in it. $o here the Spiric brings out the very inftroments of 
 affasance, and laies water upon chy Seth to feeure thee, m 
bis tite ard dearhischrne and frail noe thts be areal! relation a- 
the naked word anto thee > Yes farelv, 1f together with the 
outward prefenting of the things, fe aifoclap the Sezleuponthy 


faule : and leave a print upon thy {of heart, which may 2ffare thee ( 
be harh there, to ferch one chy flavith feare and intidelitie, Ep2e. 


Reade Chacter 1. verfe 13. where chis ts calied 


the fealer. of the Proanife called the earneft of our Inheritance, 


and purchated pofleifion. Reade alfo 4.70. where cal- 
ed the Sealer of cur redemption - By which phrafes, al! the whole 
grace of Chriftts meane, vez. Thae sn Pasesime feales our 
Vocation, cur [aftstication, Adoption, Sanétification, and the ref, 
ome as well as the other. er. 


Now for ate. If this be true, what cau monmnine there for Branch1. 


us in th efe times, that the grace and fealme power of the Spirit in 
Bapeiime is fo unknowne to the body of Congregations in this. 
Church > How few behoid Baperfme wich fach an eye ? Oh | how 
doe the mot: ume it into aceremony? Some of the 1 ticher fort, 
making x 2 ceremony of pompe and fenfuality :the poorer, of cam- 
200 pai face and which when tes over, the Pageane is done. 
better fort acknowledge but aa imitiacing ordimance, ferving. 
Bo make men vifioi¢ hriftans. Bar as for efpecially thisex- 
of the fealing Spwit of Adoption and 2ffarance, 
tees Oh Lamentzole | Wee reade, that 
y had received the Holy Ghoft finee be- 
hey knew not fo muchas whetherchere 
Of So may I tzy of our people Aias, they 
t Seale of Baotitme, thar’they know. noe ‘whe. 
* thine of not > They know mor that God hath 
Ns nature of nO, 24 this,to convey affar- 


perez : And how can fach chufe ranch 
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y ce queitiomed them 
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The Defeription and ufe of Baptifme. | 


ver of the new Birth ) untoremiffion of finnes, and eternall life ! 
Thus much of this point, 1 now come to the third and laft, — 


The third generall in the Defcription is, the end whereto bap. 
tifme ferveth. And thatis, the {caling up ofall the grace ( mentio- 


ned before ) to be the foules owne, in affured per{wafion and pof- 
feffion, 1 fay notthat thisis theend which all baptized ones at- 
taine unto : nay, not all, who yet by the word and faith doe attaine 


-fome comfortable fruit of Baptifme. t ut this I fay is the end which 


Toteale our 


God intends in the Sacrament : 10 feale up the foule to an aflured | 


fecling and reall partaki: ¢ of thofe holy things of Chrift, which 


are here offered. I meane not that this fealing of Baptif{me is inhe-_ 


rent init, fo as ifthe Spirit of regeneration were but an attendant 
to Baptiime : no, inno wife: but this ; where the Lord meanes to 
beftow upon a beleeving foule ( which though it reues upon his 


Word and Promife, yet findes many doubts and feares) this grace 


_ of knowing it felfe to beleeve, to be regenerated, to be elect, to be 


heire to heaven : ( whichreflexion is the worke of the holy ¢ -hoft) _ 


there the I ord ufeth the Sacrament of Baptifme to be the unftru- 


— ment of this affurance, and to make up the evidence of the word, 


By looking at 


fulland effettuall. For even as the feale annexed to an evidence, 
makes it paft queftion (as 1 faid before) fo doth this Seale added to 
the Word, pertet the evidence of it, and therefore we may truly 
fay, carries in it the laft, beit, and utrermoft evidence, which the 
a hath to beftow upon the foule, to put her out of queftion, © 
orepeate things fpoken already, isnot my purpofe : onely ap- 


the Covenant ply the generall to particular : The feale of Baptifme lookes at the 


marke, as large as that is, fo large is this Seale of Baptifme ; and the 


Geng83¢. 


extent of the Covenant: Vhou knoweft what it 1s to have the 
Lord tobe thy Godin Chrift. I fpake (even now ) at large of the 


grace of Baptifine. The felfe fame is the extent of the Covenant ; 
it reacheth net one inch fhorter, than that I fpake there. Now 


Lord keeper of the great Seale is the “pirit of Chrift : he it is who 
brings it forth to the foule that needs it, and huncers after it by the 
talte of the gracioufneffe and fweetneffe of God in the Covenant, 
And he askes the foule, and faith ; Poore foule, have not ! oft con- 


vinced thee by my promife, of my faithfull meaning ? Have] not 


faid, 1 will never faile or deceive thee? Yes T ord, but Iam fold un- 
cer carnall fence and infidelity : Well, but what {aift thou if] brin 
forth the markes, the wounds, the water, and bloud of the Lor 
Tefugfide, and {prinkle them upon thee ? When Tamar knew not 


how 
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Cuar. 5. The Defcription andufe of Baptifme, 85 
how toconvince Juda, lo, fhee fends him the cloke, ftafte, and 
fignet, asking him, Whofe they were ? and whemhe faw them hee 
was convinced. This courfe was better than words, it hada reali 
relation in it. So here the Spirit brings out the very inftruments of 
affurance, anid laies water upon thy flefh to fecure thee, Chrift in 
his life and deathis thine: and fhall not this be areall relation a~ 
bove the naked word unto thee ? Yes furely, if together with the 
outward prefenting of the things, he alfoclap the’Sealeupon thy 
foule : and leave a print upon thy foft heart, which may aflure thee tae 

he hath beene there, to ferch”out thy flavith feare and infidelitie, Ephe.1,43 2 
Reade Ephefians, Chapter 1. verfe 13. where this Spirit’ is called 
the fealer of the Promife : its called the earneft of our Inheritance, Ephe.¢.30- 
and purchafed poffeffion, Reade alfo Epbe/. 4.30. where itis cal- | 
led the Sealer of our redemption ; By which phrafes, all the whole 
grace of Chriftis meant, wz, That the Spirit inBaptifme feales our 
Vocation, our Iuftification, Adoption, Sanétification, and the reft, 
one as wellas the other, 

Now for ufe. If this be true, what caufe of mourning is there for Branch 1. 

us in th efe times, that the grace and fealing power of the Spirit in 
Baptifme is fo unknowne to the body of Congregations in this | 
Church ? How few behold Baptifine with fuch aneye? Oh!how 
doe the moft turne it into aceremony? Some of the richer forr, 
making it a ceremony of Pompe and f{enfuality :the poorer, of cam- 44 
mon paffage and forme, which when its over, the Pageant is done, 
Thh better fort acknowledge but an initiating ordinance, ferving. 
to make men vifible Chriftians, But as for grace, efpecially this ex- 
ceeding grace of the fealing Spirit of Adoption and affurance, 
what one of an hundred fees it ? Oh acon | Wee reade, that 419: 
when certaine difciples of Johns baptifme at Ephefus, were aske 
by ‘Paul, If they had received the Holy Ghoft fince they be- 
leeved ? They an{wered, 1 hey knew not fo muchas whether,there 
was any Holy Gholt or no, So may I fay ofour people : Alas, ‘they | 
_ are fo farre from the Seale of Baptifme, that’they know not whe- 
ther there be any fuch thing or not ? They know nor that God hath 
any Ordinance of fo high nature or no, as this, to convey affur- : 
ance intoa man of his regeneration :_ And how can fuch chufe but 
live a fad, drooping courfe ? Branch 20 

Nay, to this I may adde, that it is the cafe of thoufands of Chri- 
ftians (whom wee fhould highly offend, if wee queftioned them ) 
who {carfe fee necde of fuch a fealing Ordinance, They praife God, 
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86 The Defcription andufe of Baptifme. 
they have beleeved their {alvation, and fince that, they have beene | 
nd of all feares and doubts, and walke onand on without ayle or 
dahnoiance. Indeede they found fome adoe with themfelves ere they | 
could attaine faith; But when they once got it, they gotallatonce, 
= fince feele {mall doubts or oppofitions toit, within Orwithout, 
No doe? What? was all erace laidin one houre in your bofome? 
Have ye no {teppings in of sarhan,fieth sinfidelity,revolr, bad world 
totmfetrle ye? I will not judge you: but judge your felves, and 
i quire, whether tharfudden peace of yours be notrather fiich a one | 
as favors of pre{umption of a defire to be troubled no longer about | 
the matter; than folidand profound : feare the worft, the beft will | 
fave it fetfe; Tremble to thinke God thould have an Ordinance 
ftore; which'you ftand.n no neede of, If it be fo, then fuch as neede 
it, fhall have it, but you may miffe it well enough. 
Branch 3. Torthefe 1 may adde another (though better ob ject of mourning) 
| — whofe hearts are afiicted enough, tor lacke of affurance : but what 
with their felfe-loving in their complements, and not going'to 
oi Aut6and the golden Scepter ( with Effer ) and what with their dea pth of 
melancholy, hardneffe to’ be per{waded ; as alfo their bon- 
dage by unbeleefe ; ; they will not heare of facha poffibilitie of fea- 
ling aflurance, ber either thinke ita fable, or farre from their reach: 
and therefore fer downe their ftafte, that ( ifunbeleefe and ftagge- 
ring can doe it) all their dayes muft be miferable: The Lord hath re- 
moved them farre from profperity, and put our their light. Oh, un-. 
'  thankefull ones ! Doe ye thus requite the Lord for his: Sacrament? 
_ Isthis your meditation, application of the fealing power of it? Is. 
** It too good for \e, with Ahaz, toveccivea figne from God ! Doe 
ye not neede it? Or, are ye fo faned j in bondage and anguith, that ye 
heede it not? Why then veeld ye  purpofely tot? Why. {trive ye not 
—tolay infor any grace which God hath for ye ? What fervice fhall 
God have from ye without it? 'fye flight this comfort, muft ye not 
needs flight obedience ? God fhould ftreighteu ye in feeking it, 
and hold ye off; yetisthere any fuch employment, fo precious as. 
this. Oh? poore foules, iflamenting would doe you good, what . 
neece have ve of it? Ok! confider and come out of yourdungeont =| 
Tell me,when our Adverfaries the Papifts laugh and fcorne the Do- ; 
Grine of affurance, fay its impoffible : doe'you favour them? Surel 
am, in your confcience and converfarion, ye are of another ftampe: _ 
and doe ye not tremble that you fhould dwell next doore to fach, 
and fall into the fame ftreame of their error? 
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CHAP. 5-. The Defcription and wfe of-Baptifme, 


~ and minde be matches) he revives the print of thy Baptifme unto 
loofely, and ba 
fhoulddft thou at latt fend a fhowre to ferchup the feede of rege- 


_neffe? and create thy felfe in a wombe fo old, barren, and paft all 
hope of new birth ? 


crite and unbeleever, Oh! fhouldft thou now (ere die )prevent 


favor to me, now to fhew me, that thy Sacrament forty 


me; Even that I might be afhamed ! fhould be fo behind with thee: 


_ earneftly | Oh Lord, ifthou hadft not prevented me with the grace 
_ of the Spirit, Thad flept in death 


_ a Traitor, But now, fince thy Covenant hat entred into mee’: be- 


hold, I fee well thy Sacrament hath ~ fom 
4 


Secondly, let all humble ones, that would follow the Lordinhis 7r, 
Ordinance (if by any meanes they might comprehend that for | 
which they are comprehended of Chrift) admire ahd adore this ppi).5, 11. 
bounty of God in his Sacrament, who fo long fincethy Baptifme, | 
when thou thoughtft no other, but thou hadft beene forgotten, yet 
hath Lbsdbecd , or offers to remember thee with the fruit of thy | 
Baptifire : who could have dreamt it? Once, when Perer heard foh«13,7.8 9. 
Chrift offer to wath him, he him, he fhould neverdofomeaneé = 
an office tohim, But when our Saviour replied, What / now doe, 
thou knowe ft not, but hercafter thou alt kaow ; then he changed his 
minde, When the Lord gave thee Baptifine in thine infancie(wwhich 
was a pledge of further favor) hee fhewed thee mercy. isut'lo, hee 
had a deeperreach ; andin due time, thou fhouldft know it; and 
now he otters it thee : No Sacrament pafleth thee, but (if thy hearer 


thee, Oh! Why is not thy heart broken at it ? Lord, Ihave lived 
fely, this twenty, thirty, forty veares,fince thy bap- 


tizing me: Shewing that I was not much the better for it: And now 


neration, from under this drieclod ; Owe of the eater bring fweer- lud.14,14. 


Sarah laughed (the text faith) when thee heard of fuchnewes : Gen.18, 12. | 
But truly Lord my hart hath caufe to rend in pieces to fee fuch mer- p; 
cy.Oh Lord,1| fee with thee a thoufand yeares are as one day! Thou 2 Pet, 3,8. 
calleft things that are, as if they were not ? Thirtie yeares of igno- Rom.4,17. 
rance, faped in the world, carnall, civill, faples tt! the do¢trine 
of thy Grace and Covenant, (it may be alfo)ca fwearine, druns 
ken, uncleane wretch (to be fure, a fon ofold Adar) 


for me, and caufe that word of Regeneration, which neverafforded — 


fince upon mee, hath not loft hér ftreneth andeficacie? Oh 
Lord ! methinks now I {ee plainely why thou wert aforehand with 


That being on the furer hand, I might ply thy Covenant the more 
in thy livery, lived and died 


| 

| 

| 

| 
| 
> ttrength unto my 
unbelee< 


I Pet. 3,2 2. 
jam,1 16. 


a Tims, 32. 


Ute, favor and love, than thou wentft? Did thy heart ever burne 


«ithe Deftription and ufc of Baptifme. 


unbeleeving heart ; and laying all si dealing together, ' perceive 
thou meaneft to heape hot coales ef fire upon mee, that I might at 
leafitre, (ere I goe to the pit, and beno more feene) know and feele 
that blefledufe of Baptifme, which I never faw. Oh Lord, I know 


there is afealing power init! Its an annex to thy Covenant. No 


fooner did that allure me to beleeve, but thy Spirit joyned it felfe 
to me, to fecond it, to rengthen my fainting heart,and then ! faw, 
If thoy hadft meant to deftroy me, thou wouldft never have {pent 


one cord upon me} But feeing thou meaneft to fave me,all fhall doe 
me good, Promife and ‘eale, and fo Thave found it Lord, and blefle 


thee inthe view of fuch experience | How many hundreds of my 


age, education, and fafhion, have quite giventhee overintheCo- 


venantthey made in baptifme ? But now 1 doe adore and wonder 
at this unfpeakable love of thine towards mee ; Oh letit never be 


‘ 


the word of Regeneration in thee. If that have brought thee neere 
to thy birth, lo, here is the Spirit for thee, to give ftrength for 


bringing thee forth tothe light. Por baprif{me truly underftood, 


feales up all whichthe Word hath bred in thee. Deceive not thy 


feife in thinking that the water alone will beget thee toGod, No, | 
its the Word of God, 1 Pet.1. #/t. which muft doe it, as Jam.1. 16, 


Of his free will hee begat us by the Word of Truth, Trie thy felfe then 
by the ufuall acts ofthe Word of Regeneration, and fo thou maift 


eae that this Spirit belongs to thee. This is no place for mee to 


igreffe + 1 will cull out only two or three things which may ferve 
for this ufe.Deceive not thy felfe, and God will not deceive thee : 


_ Didft thou ever then feele in thy felfe thar this immorrall feede, 


caitinto thy eare, did fo defcend into thy heart, as to worke any 
immortal hope in thee ? The Gofpell ‘reveales immortality and 
glory to the foule : Did it ever bring to light any fuch thing to 


thee? Did it ever conceive in thee a fenfible diftafte of all hopes 


below, and raife thy affections above ? Did it ever caufe the things 
of the earth, long life, health, fucceffe, wealth, money, pleafure, 


tobe defpifed in comparifon of the hope which is fet before thee? “| 


Cameft thou ever from the Word, another man in thy aime, appe- 


within 


Thirdly, letitteach thee to examine thy felfe about the truth of - 
the fealing grace of the Spirit in thy baptifme. If the Seale be as. 

large asthe Patent, to allufes and ends of it ; the way to tric thy | 
felfe herein, will be this, to examine thy felfe about the worke of 
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Cuar. 5. The Defcriptionand ufeofBaptifme. 89 
within thee there ? And when thou cameft with earthly, bafe 
thoughts, did the Lord fo dafh them by heavenly do4trine, and the 


Hope of Chrift, that thou returnedft to thy houfe witha diftafte of 
thy felfe for them ? Wert thou ever fo touched and taken with the 


promife of the word, that thou wert loath to forgoe it, for any de- 


light ? In particular, try thy felfe thus, 1,Hath the word of the papancesof 


mage, difcovered thee to thy felfe to bean Alien from the Life of 


God, and common-wealth of iftael? The fonne of an Hittite and 


Amorite, as odious as one of thirtie old would be to tree, who ne- 
ver was baptized? 


Secondly, hath the Gofpell caft a better feede of hope in Chrift 


by the Covenant of reconciliation into thee ? in thy hearing of this 


elad tidings, hath the Lord bored an eare inthee, by which this 
feede might conceive and kindle in thy heart ? Hath it wrought the 
preparation of heart in thee, by brokenneffe, tendernefle, humility, 
unweariednefle of paines, felfe-deniall? &c, Hath it fetled and ai- 
gefted in thee, as a thing of fuch beauty, as in comparifon of which, 


all the glory of the earth is droffle ? Hath it abode in thee, and 


brought anundecaying fweetneffe into rhee ? Haft thou felt in thy 


~wombe the paines of true life, andthe new birth? viz. How cor- 


ruption of nature, felfe, and infidelity, have rebelled agane the 


~ worke, both of the Law and Gofpell ? Haft thou with Rebecca ( in G 
_ thiscombat) gone to God with thy complaint of the infinite lets 


that have held thee from beleeving? And hath the Lord by his Pro- 
mife and perfwafions, faftened thy anchor of foule upon his bot- 


tome of free grace and truth, renouncing thy owne hopes, feares, — 


eer nance: ? Sothat now thou haft him clofe bound to theein 
is 


word, from ever forfaking theee Then J fay tothee, thouart: 


he whom the word hath breed Chrift in, and formed life in thee by 
faith, What wanteth then ? Oh! thy heart is fickle, and too weake 


to buy and fell upon the bare word without wavering ! yea, thou 
halt much adoe to get victory over thy uncertaine heart { Well, no | 
wonder, Thou feeft nothing, and to refift fence, isa great worke : 


yet,be faithfull with God,and give not over his promife,and by due 
cleaving to the bare truth of the Lord,begge further light, and reft 
notinthy meafure, much leffe yeeldto any love of finne to dar- 


ken and-defile thee : And fo doing, J affure thee, that to thee, ( and 
to none but fuch ) the feale of baptifme belongs ; thou fhale —_ 


~ Law caft a deftroying feede of death into thee, and taken away that the words 
fife ofold Adam, and jollitie in finne ? Hath it defaced thy old T- working. 
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The Ddefcriptionandufe of Baptifme. Part.re 
| Yob.t6,9-1. the Lord will by his Spirit convince thee deeplier; the Spirit of bap. 
4 tifme fhall bring forth Gods pledges, fhew thee them, convey into 
& | thy faint heart, (trength, confidence, and courage of faith, and fet. 
thee above thy diftémpers, as ifthey had never annoied thee : !f, 
fay, he have purpofed fiuch a decree of grace unto thee, hee will ef 
fe: it in time : elfe know, that (howfoever )yet thy fervice is blef= 
fed, and thy faith hath bred the life of regeneration in thee, | 


To young baptifine, for the fealing worke of the Spirit therein, And firft I di- | 
the firft incklings of this fealing Spirit, The firft layes and heates of 
the holy Ghoft and fire, doe ufually breake forth in youth, Confie | 
der, its nota dayes worke, nor athing cafieto fertle the Spirit of | 
fealing upon thy foule ; there be many iteps to it, Oh! looke to it, 
ve young beginners; One caufe why old Chriftianswalke fo heavi- — 
ly, is becaufe they never heeded, or hatched the firft motions of the — 
Spirityin their beginnings ! If then the Spirit of God doe call and — 


Life of Chrift ‘s worth, or what vow thon madeft in Baprifine, and 


items, fhake not off, either pangs of terrour, by lufts of youth ; or 
pangs of hope and love, with eafe and floth: for fo the Spirit of {ea- 
ling is fore-{talled, and the faire forwardnefle thereto, will hardly 


lohns,4.  berecovered. Putin thy foote prefently uponthe Angells ftirring 


the Poole ; ifthon have anheart, none fhall prevent thee here, as 
there, If thefe feeds were not choked and thefe buds cropr, they 
would proove the afluring, fealing Spirit of grace in due time, 
_. Through contemprof it, the Lord leaves youth to that hideoufneffe 
and ripenefle infinne, yeaa {pirit of defperate debauchedneffe in 
Key.22.4%. drinking, oathes and villany, as would not be belceved of fich 
Branch2. Secondly, fpeake toall other,apply your felves to the Sacrament 
Foeidcr ones of Baprifme for thislaftevidence and feale of the Spirit, to let you 
know that ye are the Lords, Lin nor till the Lord hath feal d ye for 
his ewne : fet his marke upon you, not to be blotted out: f ooke u 
at each Sacrament, each Baptizing ye fee, to the Lord ; that whic 
inthe former point ! foiled 2s hee hath applied the grace of Bap- 
time by the promife unto you, fo now he would apply his — of 
| ahurance 


By Fourthly, let this be exhortation,to urge us to apply our felves to 


Novis. rectmy {peechto young novices under the meanes : Slight notoff 


} 


ftirre in thee, by early affections, love, zeale, enquiry ; anfwer, 
Speake Lord, for thy fervant heares 3 put him not oft Vy eafe or bon- : 
dase; fficha thought come, as this, What a dramme of Grace and 


how retchlefle thou haft beene to keepe it; dally not with fich | 
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_ this bafe, declining, formall, hollow world. Eut be not hereby dif- 


arife ? back to this Arke and ship of Baptifme,whence thou art 
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affurance unto you by his baptifme.Let not facha mercy be there to 
be had,and you not aware of it. Thinke it not too good to receive, if 
God will grant it.What is freer than gift to an unworthy one? Lord, 
~ Thave long fate waiting for it, both by Promife and Sacrament, At . 
length when 1 little thinke, let thy Chariots come to my doore, 


Lofephs to Lacob,thatI may fay, Its enough : Lord now lette/t thou thy Gen.45,28, 
fervant depart in pcace,\ would not be to feeke of this again for the Luke 2,29. | 
world, Say as Peter, Walh not foete, bur all parts, throughly drench 1013.9: 
me in this laver ; urge the Lord, Oh | though I am the unworthieft | : 
of thoufands to enjoy it, yet It is as eafie for thee to fer thy Seale up- 
od me, as for me to print foft wax ; to put on Chrift upon me,as for 
me to put on my cloathes:: Let not my foule be fad and doubrfull all at 
my dayes, for that which is {0 eafie for thee to give, Let me have aah 
that Seale Lord, and it fhall be above all fecurities of land and leafe: _ | 


Rom. 3.ule, 


loathe me with this Robe, and all other fhreeds fhall be bafe unto | | 
me, Remember how long | have waited for thy falvation Lord, as Gen. 49,18, 


one that longeth for newes from a farre country, Ch {they fhallbe : 
welcome ! And for my part, Iconfefle, except thou helpe in the — 
wotke, and apply thy Seale, all my Hearings, all thy Ordinances, 
Word, Sacrament, Promifes, fhall leave me as they found me; not — 
one of the benefits of Chrift can relifh my heart, nor goe into my + eas 
{pirit, except thou draw it in to me; Oh! how woefull fhall it be,to Job.6.44. 
{ee all my labour as water {pilt upon the ground ? | 
Thirdly, I adde this one item and caveat to all relapfed ones,who Branch3. | 
are funke from their firft comfort and hope in the promife,Give not Torelapicd | 
the Lord over for all that : Be not fullen and difcontent with him, °"*s+ 
nor thy felfe. Mourne and {pare not, thatthou fhouldft no more ~ 
watch to fuch a trult as the Lord hath put into thee: That either thou. 


fhouldeft be weary of clinging to the promife : That © hrift fhould 


not be to thee yelterday, to day, and the fame for ever : Thateither Heb.13,8. 
by feare of holding out, or prefumption of thy owne, or eafe, or 
worldli.:effe, or efpecially by that body of death,thou fhouldft give 
Way tonew contents, the divels painted bables, and the fafhion of 


couraged and defperate with thy felfe: Shall a man fall, and not Ter.8,4. 


fallen ; No new Faptifme fhall neede ; the old (if ever thon were 

baptifed truly ) fhall ferve ; lay then hold of that, and be comfor-_ 

ted. 1 knew an holy woman who never found her felfe eclipfed 

and damped in her comfort, but fhee found comfort by her ?ap- 
tule; 
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Baptiline, 


Pet.3523, 


* ver to provoke the Lord in li 


9: The Defcription andufe of Baptifme, Part.1. 
tifme ; but fhee was indeede a very {weete patterne of humilitie, 
and of acquaintance with God in all his Ordinances, If thou confi- 


der well, Baptifme is thy fecond boorde after fhipwracke ; doe but 
lay hold upon one broken peice of this fhip,and fay, Lord, Ihave bin 


thine, fave mee : I have felt thee fweete in the Promife and Seale, - 


though now it be otherwife through a dead heart ; doe but crawle 
in the waters, and touchabrim of this (hip, and lo, the Pilot will 


receive thee in againe : notto make atrade and falling ficknefle of 
often revolting, butto make thee more wary and fearefull, ne- 
ke matter, through his grace fuftai- 


ning thee, 


Laftly, ifGod have revived thy fpirit by this Seale of baptifine, | 
walke before him in the ftreneth of it: Seale backe to him the fruit 


of it, ina moft faithfull, clofe, and wary courfe. Confider, the fea. 
ling Spirit hath manv blefled properties; learne, hold, nourifh them 


in thy heart and courfe : Give teftimony to God and his caufe, ho- - 
nour and Religion;feale him this fruit of thy fervice, who hath not 
neglected thee in fiuch a favour Difdaine not any weaker ones,wha 
have not attained thy ftrength, cannot faile upon the maine, bat - 


are faine with their poore weake faith to goe by the fhore: pit-. 
tie and helpe fuch withthe Spirit of compaffion, for his fake who 


_ fealed thee, when hee ought thee no fuch mercy. Apply thy felfe to, 


the markes of this feale, looke upon each letter of this ftampe, and 


The fruits of let it teach thee thy duty. t he fealing Spirit isa fpirie of fingular | 
the fealing of peace of confcience, and joy in the lively hope of {falvation ; liberty 
with God, fulneffe of faithand perfwafion, confidence in prayer, _ 
pureneffe of heart and life, and fo of the reft, Doft thou walke thus? 


Approve thy felfe in fome truth herein, Touching the firlt S, Peter 
tels thee, baptifme is the anfwer ofa good, that is, an excufing con-- 
{cience, What is that ? !f it be demanded, whether it be broken, | 


humbled, beleeving, pardoned ? It anfwers, yea Lord, thou knew- | 
eft it. Haft thou peace thereby? Doft thou walke with it daily, and 
nourith it ?'f fo, this peace will be as Armour tothee, Pas/,Eph.6, 
15. calles itthe fhooes of peace, for as by them our tender feete 
_walke fafely upon the flints, and rockes, and gravell, which elfe 
would cut and woundus: fo by peace, we have fafety introubles, | 
count them all joy, andare not unfetled by them in our courfe ; If - 
{o,then alfo this peace will rule our hearts and mindes : We will be - 
kept in awe by it,that rather than wee would lofe and forfeit thar, _ 
we would lofe any jewell:{o deare it is and fo hard torecover, Oh! 


if 


| 
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if fo,then we fhall not be moved in all the tumults of thi ing | 
world, the malice of Tyrants, the declining of ae | | 
great jollity of Timefervers, the fcuffiing for honours and ‘great | 
things : but this peace fhall calme us. A eaineyif this peace 
by juflification be inus, it will prefent as with an holy compla- 
cence in our eftate, a fw ecte content in God above any 
ject : as one that hath founda Pearle, hatha fuller contengment 
than in the corne:, cattell, and trifles formerly pofleffed;, his 
comprehe ids all and drownes them: And the heart of. 
man is at eafe,he carrieth more about him than they who hace : 
offeffions. So, there is not onely a quietneffe from former w ee 
ut an excellent reflexion of welfare, fuch as was In e-4dame shee 
finned ; and in this, better,that he defires not to change it for ; . | 
ther. And laftly, to this prefent {weetnefle and joy , there salfo aa 
afforded to fuch a foule, an undecaying rafte of the glory to Sie ra 
lively hope & waiting for it, as one who hath an earneft inh ms sf 
a fill fiime, waiteth for that fame to be wholly paid at the rs “ 
_ pointed, So itis here, The peace which worketh fweetnes of f ‘tie 
for the prefent, enlarges it felfe further,and gives the foule te 
that eternal joy which it fhal poffefle when it thal p 
this corruption,& earthly tabernacle for one ue made with sna: 
Secondly, the Spirit of fealing hath fulnefle of faith in ir 
therefore compared to full fayles of wind, which carr the (hi 
end, Is it fo with thee ? Art thou free (in fr 
judging of God by the outfides ? Canft | 
is, that although thou neither he ce fr 
1, and all the fidelity , truth nd love is ftilli ees 
which ever was without b 
carried above thofe feares, doubts, diftempers which he 
-cleerer comfort, joy, and perfwafion of Gods love providence, 
promifes? thy heart as the Arke above 
therwife with thee in the frequency, the difmalnefie of 
_ leefe, than formerly? Are soy s, temptations, | its - 
_ blowne over ? Then hold and nourifht fruit in the | 
1s no common thing, But Oh Lord!where is the m 
urdly, nourith thy liberty. Was it wo be anut 
aed ontto be an nfuall thingto 
be clogged with the weight of fin, Heb,12, I, vexed with 
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94 The Defcription andufe of Baptifme. 
the fiery darts of Satan’ and his noyfome buffetings ; tofled with — 
_ ftrong lufls : Was the worke of Gad irkefome, painefull to thee, — 
hardly drawne to it, foone unfetled ? How isit now ? The Spirit of 
Cor. 35 17: fealing isa free Spirit, 2 Cor. 3.17, The Lordisa ‘pirit, where he 
Tuber, 6, if there 1s liberty. Doft thou now walke in and out with the Lord 
as a fonne in the houfe, well provided for ? Ridoffthy oldchaines; , 
enlarged to runne the Commandements of God with cheareful- 
Haltthou freedome from'thy old feare.? :4ath the I ord both 
overthrowne the court of finne and bad conicience, and all the of. 
ficers of it ? Canfi thou meete the Baylifte fecurely ? Canft thon asa _ 
Gal. 551 free man, looke upon Satan, hell, death, without horrour ? Nourith 
| it,andbethankefull forir, 
Fourthly, Haft thou the boldneife of the Spirit ofadoption?Canft | 
Rom 8,15 thoucome tothe Lotd in prayer with holy confidence ? Is thy fla- | 
Veile26. vif heart gone ? Darett thou call God tather by good proofe and 
Zach. 12410 trvall 3 Doth the $ pirit of God teach thee to pray ? Doth it purge 
out thine owne Spirit of felfe, of gifts, of forme, and teach thee to 
ray wifely, with feeling and groaning under thy corruptions, {ee- 
bine more mortification of heart and {pirit ? Artthou fo fervenr, — 
and frequent as one that knowes his welcome ? Canft thou lay in 
dayly forthy felfe & orher? “lefle God for thy portion,aud prife it, 
' fifthly, thou the {pirit ofholineffe and purenefle ? Ifthou 
be fealed by the affuring ‘ pirit, thou art fealed by the holy Spirit of — 
God : How doth it appeare ? Is there love of pureneffe and holines, | 
a loathing of all faifchood and profaneffe in thee ? Haft thou gotten © 
a pure title unto, .and ufe of all ordinances , bleflings, and adinini- — 
{trations of God towards thee ? Art thou able to fay, To the pure all 
things are pure thon grow more fruitful! and in ho- 
Tineffe, all holy meanes (meditation, fafting, conference) holy du- 
‘ties ( compaifion, mercy, love, piety, foberneffe) holy graces, ( as 
EO faith, hope, patience ? ) Doft thou adde grace to grace, fo as thou, 
Pet. 3,ule, maift not be unproftable ? but grow, te rooted and ferled ? fill 
Cor.t5,ult. then I {ay nour'th thefe, affure thee, this world is not for fuch | 
matters ; blefle him that kath called thee out of it: andin the> 
i Kings ty, 8. ftrength of this feale of Baptifine, walke on (as Elsa did ) tothe 
Ephel.4,32.. mount ofGod. Grieve nor this {weet Spirit by any lufts, or roote 
of bitterneffe ; keepe the world under the girdle of this Spirit, pro-_ 
_voke him not to forfake thee, but having felt his {weetnefle , let | 
him not depart from thee, till he have conduéted thee into the land — 
ofrighteoufneffe. And know, if this Spirt be given wes = | 
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and ufe of it isno more underftoocd. by our inifters and people | 


(as being the Sacrament of growne ones , and therefore having in 


fants :) So alfo | fee much labour is {pared me inthis larter,becaufe 


- former ; I fay, fo far as thofe things doe agree to the Supper, fub- 
_ jects onely being changed. So farre thenas ought hathbeene toucht 
_ before, of the Order, the Conftitution, the -éts, © race, or Sealing 
of Baptifme , which may fute and agree with this of she Supper, 

_ let none looke for the Repetition of it: onely in fuch grounds, I 
—~willcontent my felfeto point to the {peciall application in few 
words, and dwell the longer upon things peculiarly proper to the 


Su 
di 
the fealing power, and the object whereabout it’s occupied, 


Sacrament ofthe Gofpell, confifting of Tefus Chri 
the Pread and Wine, wherein by certaine Acts, duly performed a- 
bout the Elements ; whole Chrift, body and blood is conveyed to 
the Soule, for the fealing up ofher growth, andencreafe inthe 


The Defrriptionofthe LordsSupper. 
keepelt a coftly thing, which not all they have ( who yer Eeleeve ) 
in this meafure : deceive not thy felfe: about it, a:.difthou haveir, ) 
nouri(h it carefully. For asthe travellers. ho-hath noghing,talofe, 
is careleffe of theeves : fo knowythou that ha!t sugh, a¢harge, hadit 
need be jealous, leat itan, the world, and thy évill telterob thee phe, 6, 
ofthy treafure. And this be faid of this thud. generall, Aloof the 
end of “aptifme : and fo of the whole doétrine and ufe of Baptifine 
(the more largely, becaufe I fhail touch it mo more, as ! purpofe ta 
doe the ott er )Oh | how is it to-be lamented, that the. knowledge 


Of the Supper of the Lord. The defcription and parts of it. And 

firft of the Sacramentall AG of it. 
Come now tothe Doctrine and difcourfe of the © upper of 
the Lond; wherein, as I forefee, that thofe, things 


which doe peculiarly concerre the handling pt 
~ take up much more roome than the former of Baptifme, 


it more life for prefent adminiftration and ufe, than the other of In- 


of thote generals whichunavoydably have beene handled in the 


And thofe are thefe three : The Acts to be performed; The 
sin 


inct grace offered in it. The {peciall end of it, which { 


The «upper of the Lord then, (to defcribe it firft : ) is th fecond Defcription. 


ubited of it. 


Grace ofthe Covenant. | | shane 1 Branch, 
_ Firft, Ipoint in a werdat the order, Inthe firft Sacrament, I of the orderg 
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Pet. 2,2. 


phil. 119,97 


2 Branch. 
The cépound. 


55. 


yet wants no neceflary releefe for fonnes and daughters, The lord 
-isnotas that worke-man, who having built the houfe leaves it at. 
-Randon to who fo will, to mend ;1t may droppedownetothe — 


noted the rug row of fuch as will invert Gods order ; Now in| 
this I taxe the diftruft of fuch as profit not by the connexion of this © 
to the other, Who fo then have truely tafted of the Grace of Bap-— 
tifme and have lyen in the wombe thereof 34 Let them come in 
and humbly, yet confidently, plead for the fuccour of this fecond. 
For the Lord who hath no fuperfiuous nourifhment for Baftards , 


eround for him, its none of his : Bur the Lords buildings are all his - 


owne, and he compts it no lee pertayning to h mfclfe to keepe it 


in Reparations, than firft of free grace,to make itan Habitation of | : 
his owne, by his Spirit. Yea,the new borne Babe, whimpering - 
for the breaft, pleads not more effectually with the tender Mothers 


heart, to give it, than that Soule whichisreally bred the Lords, 
hathliberty tocry, 46a, father, fulteine me, preferve me : 


thine Lord, fave me, maintaine thy lot and portion in me, as bya — 


holy Ordinances of {upport, fo by this thy Sacrament, asmoftape= 
culiar to that end. Lord of thee Cor, 1. 30. Blood, Fleth, 


bone, all lam, ! am from thee:maintaine the Creation of thy hands | 


by all meanes, againit all enemies, in all {pirituall welfare and prof- 
perity, meet for thy glory, and the good of thine, fo farre as all. 


thy Promifes, and Priviledges (belonging to the members of thy 


Body) it. Remember, it will be as great a difhonour for 
thee, to leave the workmanfhip of thy hands, as if thou had{t be- | 
gun to build and given ouer thy worke at the firft, 


Secondly, ! fay, it confills of Iefiis-bread and wine : Sacramen- 
tall union hath beene touchtalready. Here ladde, that the | ord 
lefus, who unites himfelfe to his Word of Promife to his belee-. 
ving ones, bidding them, Fate good things. and delight themfelvesin 
faene ; Vhereby, putting into his Word the {pirit of nourifhment, 


refrefhing, and fupportto the foule, dothalfo unite himfelfe ta. 


Bread and W ine, (both Vnions are Spirituall, both \ erball and Sa- 
cramentall, yet Sacramentall including the Verballas aboveit) to. 
convey Spirituall refrefhing more fully, more immediately, more 


lively into the Soule, than by the former alone. As ifhe fhould fay, M4 
Ch 1 poore Soule, { am content to unite my power and fulneffe of — 


ftreneth and comfort, not onely tomy Word and Promifes , but 


even to my Creatures alfo,(and yet thinke it no abafement neither) 


for thy good : | know thou haft as great neede of a figne mn 
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ofthe sacvamentall adts ofthe Miniffer. 977 
good-will and love to uphold thee, as ever thou hadft of my Crea- 
ting power to forme mine Image at the firft in thee : ifthere were 


ufe of both Word and Water to becomea feed of Regeneration to 
create thee : there is as great ufe of the fame word, and Bread 


and Wine to cherifh thee, Noman ever hated, but preferved his Ephe.#. +9. 


owne fleth : To fhew then how deare thou art to me ( evenas the 
wife tothe husbarid ) loe, nothing fhall ever part thee and mee, 
which ! can doe for thee: Ithat was with the former to breed thee, 


will be with the latter to feed and nourifh thee : no neceflary aid pe, lit | 
fhall be wanting , for allends meet, as well to keepe thee fat and a & 


. 


Wel-liking in goodnefle, asto make thee good;! who created thee Efay 57-19. | : 


of nothing, yea of worfe than nothing to be mine Image , will not 


tiile of good to make thee better : therefore acknowledge my love 
and faithfulnefle inboth, | | 
The V fe may be to convince all fuch as have a finifter and une- Vfe, | 
quall conceit of tke worth of Sacraments, as if the neceffity and Againft two — 
Sacramentall union of one, were notas effentialland thank-worthy 


as the other. Papifts firit, although they magnifie both Sacraments 
too farre; ver debafe the Sacrament of the new birthunder the o- 


— ther, which they call ofthe Altar : Here they put-all their confi- 
dence,and lay all their treafure ; Chrift fhall not onely be united Sa- 


cramentally ro it, bureven Tranfubftantiated into it : its their Pan- 


dora, to which they have brought all their bafe additions to adorne 


and fet it foorth ; whereas the union with both thefe is one and the 
fame for their feverall ufe : and ifnot equall, then none at all, Con- 
trary to Whom, is another conceite of {uch as thinke, there is leffe 
ufe of this union than the other:feeing the Church may farre worfe 
want the Sacrament of ingrafting than the other. To which I an- 


{wer , that although in fome refpect its not to be denyed that the 
Sacrament ofa Chriftian being, hath in it felfe a preheminence a- 


bove the other of well-being ; yet in the wifedome of the ordey- 
ner, and for the continualneffe ofufe which the Supper hath to re- 
paire the daily wanzings and decayes of the foule : its moft certaive 
there ought to be made no comparifon betweene their neceffity, 10 
unequalnefle to be imagined, But as the child being asked whether 


it love father or mother beft, is taught to fay, | love them both beft, 
_Tlove neither better than other; fo ought a Chriftian to fay of thefe. 
_ Whereas the adminiftration of God in the old Church js alledged, 
That their circumcifion was long without a Paffeover : | anfwer, 


What God can doe by one when he denies another, is nor here 
H debated : 


> 
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Foure things , 


"The firt ten- 
fiblenetle. 


1 Sam. 1410. 


| 2 
Aptne 


The matcri- 


beleeve, and obey him, The ord (faith he hath revealed himfelfe_ 
toall your fences, yec have heard his terrible voyce inthe Mount, | 


98 TheDefeription of the Lords Supper,and Part.y, 


~ debated : but rather what efteeme he requires of both ) fo lon as 


both equally may be enjoyed : Nay further, wee know God bare. 
with his Church for the long intermiffion both of Circumcifion 


and Pafleover , after the ordaining ofboth: how much more fhall_ . 


he not tollerare onely,but fupply aboundantly the neceflary want of 
the one, ifperfecution compell it? But otherwife in the liberty of 
both, who fhould dare to dreame of an yy ae | 
Now] cometothe materials : and firft ofthe Elements, to wit, 
bread and wine : whereof, becaufe I have fpoken fomewhat be- 
fore therefore here | will content my felfe onely to treate a little of 
thefe foure particulars, Firft,the fenfiblenes. Secondly,the aptneffe, 
Thirdly, the finaplicity.Pourthl fulnefle of thefe two Elements, 
. Touching the firft, feeing he Lord would have thefe Elements 
fo plaine and fenfible refemblers of heavenly nourifhment, how 
fenfibly fhould our foules be lifted up by them to the things refem-. 
bled? it comes to my minde what Moy/es, Ne#,8,2.3.&c,tells the 
Ifraclites , that the Lord had {o palpably difcovered hisfelfe to 
them inthe Wilderneffe, that for + a they could not but know, | 


yee have feene the rocke gufh forth water,a Table f{preadin the 
Wildernefle ; all other wonders, you have felt him on your feete, | 
your fhooes not waxing old; worne him vpon your backes, your | 


_apparrell not rearing: and fhall the I ord te ftill a ftranger?So J may | 


fay heere | yowgrope him, touch and tafie, and fee him in Sacra- 
mentall bread, and doe yee remaine diftruftfull ? ae | 
Objection, But they feeme not to have any {uch power inthem, 
e4n/wer, They are, | confefle, as the craggy bill which Jemathan 
and his Armorbearer went up,upon ail foure, when they were to. 
goe fight againft the Philiftims. We know what Jonathan faidtohis — 
fervant :Pe of good courage, if God give us afigne that our journey © 
is from him,we fhall prevaile, So f4av,this hill is cragey, and there 


is imalllikelinefie of overcosiuiing if we looke ro carnall reafon 


But feeine thefe Elemenis ov rather che Lord in them, fay tous, | 
‘Come up, be wee of good cheere be! ceve and goe up,the Lord is 


Withus, and hath given usa figne we shal prevaile,as unlikely 
things as thefe may feeme, to :efemble and convey Chrift our noue | 

rifhmentuntoas, Secondly, as touching the aptneffe of Bread and 
wine to exhibite the nourifhinent of ony Lord lefas : we may con- 
fider how like to himfelfe the Lord Je{iss is, both in his 
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—Cuar.6. ofthe sacramental atts ofthe Miniter, 9 
feales, rather ayming gracioufly at the moft eafie, peculiar way to 
let in Ubrift,than dealing in darke courfe, little to the purpofe 
fer our good, He knew it was no eafie thing for flefh and blood to 
be fubdued to the Sacrament of Chrift our nourifiment : therefore 
_ he offers him mott aptly and fitly unto us,that like might carry us to 
like : Ashetaith, 1 Cor, 14, 19, [had rather fpeake one word in the 
Church tonnderfianding and edifying, than ;ocQo, ina flrange 
guage; Sothe | ord had rather give us one or two fignes of our {pi- 
 ricvall refiefhing, with propriety and facility,than a 1900, with 
darkenes : Aud why ? becaufe he knowes they are myfteries which 
both in word and Sacraments, If then he fhould f{peake 
‘ous iitvange phrafes, a tarre off, or offcrus Sacraments of t ings 
sntiicate ana ob{cure, how fhould we conceive him when a darke 
thing is opened by adarker ? If the Trumpet give an uncertaine 
found, who fhall prepare to the battell ? Sacraments are Gods Le- 


gacies : lf then wife men would not leave legacies unapt to their 


Children, as Bookes to an Idiot,or fhop and tooles to a Student ; 
but wife and apt gifts according to the ufe of fuchasare to enjoy 
them, how much morethe Lord? 


Cor.14.19. 


4 


| 


t Cor. 14,8. 


The ufe is to confute Popifh preaching and Sacraments in point of V2, | | 


their ob{curity, Alas! are they fro Crucyfying Chrift plainely be- 


fore the people, by manifeft ripping up of the myfter t Tim. 3 | | 
an 


Chrift incarnate, crucified and afcended, to be the li {fupport 
_ofhis Church, Rather they maintaine this principle, That ignorance 
isthe mother of devotion, and wrap Chrift againe in his fwathe 
_ bands of darkenes, that no man may conceive him : yea, when they 
have {0 handled the matter, that the people are carryed furtheft fro 
_ Chrift, both in doétrine and feales , then are they ‘quieteft -and 


their hearts moft at peace, A figne that Sathanthe God of this 


world dwells among them & keepes all locked up in peace, minds, 
confciences and affections, fo that the light of ¢ hrift might not en- 


ter, but rather all prophanenefle, & Idolatry might beare fway. As 
at 


for the aptneffe of nourifhing Elements, what fhew is there left in 
their Sacrament of their Altar, either in the matter, ( which they 
taken in part from the ) or in, their adminiftration 

(which ftands in Heathenith obfeurities & rites‘of no fignificancy: ) 
or in their fcope, (which is to give God a facrifice,not to take from 
him any nourifhment, ) Therefore let us abhorre them: and both 
bleffe God that he hath not quite finffered us to be drowned in their 


darkeneffe : befeech him to purge us more and more in thefe ordi- 


Mances , e{pecially le by them + for if 


2 Cor. 4. 4, | 
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thefe Glaffes will not helpe us, we are not dimme, but blinde, 


3 Simplicity. 


I proceede to the third, the fimplicity of them, Wee fee by what 


homely naked Elements the Lord ‘efusrefembles this {pirituall: 


nourifhment ; not by coltly bread, {piced,and delicate,nor by com- 
pound and coftly drinkes ({uch as fome nations, Turkifh and others 
ufe at this day ‘ich as might better fure with the palate,than ought 


elfe yet with coftly {late of Celebration but homely bread & 


%. 


* 


Luke a4, 


common that when the bellies of the Difciples had bin: 


filled. Yo the hungry andthirfty,meate & drinke is welcome for it 


felfe : But our Saviour offering thefe to full ftomacks, would have 


them to know, that other things were by him intended, ia 

Theute is to confute all kopith bravery in the adminittration of 
this Sacrament -their apifh ceremonies and trickes ufed to fet forth 
Gods misterialls, as if he were too finple for : Oh {They 
have fo many pompous Bites of Altars, Adoration, € ircumgeftati- 
on, asifGods naked Liements were bale things, Nay their curfed 
traniubitantiarid, as it ofends in other higher refpects, efpecially in 
turning a bafe‘creattre ii.to the fimilitude of G od and fo deftroyes 


all Sacramentall relation : {0 alfo againft this in {peciall, that it 
deftroyes the plaine hoinelineffe of Gods invention, that 


except bread and wine turne fleth and blood, their goodly Idoll is 
difparaged, An 2>ufe properly to be taxed in this place, for in the 


other Sacrament, they maintaine no Tranfelementation of common 
‘water, into the water or blood of Chrift, Dy 


Secondly, it fhould teach all true receivers of this Sacrament, to 
take orcer againft a carnail heart in their.comming to or taking of 
this Sacramenr, Let our hearts be to all carnall receiving, as the fto- 
macks of the Difciples now were to bread and wine, whereof they 


were filled, Come to the Lord as one weary of thy fenfual appetites _ 
and objects, Bring not the thoughts of thy trade,money,belly, pleas . 
{ines thither:Its an holy thing of the higheft nature which the Lord» 
offers thee : 1fthou fhouldft behold al cera outward objects of 


gold, and filver and ‘ewels to melt and run downe the ftrects,how 
bafe they would be ? Thinke here when thou commeft to this Sa- 
crament, and feett the Lord Jefus offered under fuch bare and poore 
creatures ; that God fets him above all outward glory of the earth, 


and wenld fhew thee his glorious grace in the true luftre thereof, — 


fo thatno bafe thing fhould eclipfe it ; Be then, or ftrive to beas 
Chrift would have thee, wholly {pirituall,and fet thy affections up- 
On thy treafure, where Chrift fits : looke notupon the outfide, be- 


) 


hold nog the rags and cloathes of Chrift rifen; but hearethe Angell, 


x 
4 
& 
| 
| 
4 
iin. 
i 
i 
2 
7 
q 
i > 
| 
f 
1 
| 


the Sacrament. 
-perfons,times, & adminiftrations, And looke what I fayd before'a- 
_ boutthe choice of Eleméts, & fuch like things:the fame I fay of the 
-adminiftratié of that Sacramét, that all matt fetch their warrant frd 


anyother {ervice of God, which wi 


6. ofthe Sacramentall alts ofthe Mini 
faying, Behold he is rifen, he is not here. ‘That Lord fefus whom 
here thou fectt in his {pirituall grace , farre better than any carnall 


bravery can expreffe, a naked fimple Chrift prefent to the naked, 
plaine and honeft eye of faith : I fay,him thou fhalt one day behold 


at his fecond comming,coenfounding all the pompe of the world,fo Math, 24. 
that not aftone fhall be leftupon a ftone, Say with Pas/, 'f1 were + Cor. 5- 6. 


to know Chrift upon earth, yet would 1 not in the flefh. 

Fourthly, for t 
Lord lefus would feparate and fanctifie, both as well as one, to ty- 
pifie full nourifhment : Bread is the {taffe of life ; wine the cherifh- 
er of the Spirit : Both make full nourifhment, and therefore well 
fucceede the Paffeover which was wholly to be eaten or burnt, To 
teach us te abhorre that curfed Popith ftealth and facriledge in ta- 


king the Cup fromthe people , pretending that the other of bread — 
containes it: For what 1s that cous,that God can exhibite the pow- 


er of both in one? We looke in the Supper, not what his unlimited, 
but his revealed power is: he will fo worke by power as he is plea- 


~ fed, and willeth to worke not otherwife : Therefore in reverfing 


the figne, they doe quite difanull the Sacrament.Other ufes fhall be 


added when we come to their proper places to treate of the fecond - — 
generall, C hrift nourifhment : and how we ought to come in the 

fence and tryall of our wants to the Supper, | 
__ Now Icome tothe outward acts of the Supper. Ere I {peake of Of the a&s of, 
them in fpeciall, this Iadde to the former, thatall aéts and rites the Supper. 


of this Sacrament are then duly performed, not onely when per- 


fons are duely qualified to give and receive : butalfo when the In- 
‘ftitution is punctually followed, becaufe that is our Canon to go¢ by 


in this kinde, which neither Minifter nor people muft tran{greffe, 


| eyther by exceffe or defect. For ifonce any liberty be allowed men 


to chop or change herein, certainely there is not greater variety in’ 
dreffing our bodily diet (each ftomacke affeting her owne way ) 
_as there would prove diverfity of fafhions in giving and teceivi 


efore one ancient inftitation muft over-rule aj 


hence.I doe not meane that each circumftance of ation, which our 


‘Saviour or the Difciples performed, is neceffarily included inthe _ 
fonall aéts done inthis or 
they are done, become : 


Inftitution : No, there may be fiindry 


worthip, 


H 


fialneffe of thefe Elements, For we {ee that our Fourthly, the 


nefic. 
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worfhip,and yer are arbitrary to doe or not, as the perfons are dif 
pofed ; onely plaine and unavoydable refpe‘ts of defilements , and 4 
true fcandall, are to be avoyded but by[Inftieution meane thofe 
effentials of matter and perpetuall rites about it, which our Savi- 
our himfelfe and his Difciples performed, Thefe Tafirme are in- 
-_ difpenfable, both one and other : It being as finfull to offend in the 
\ dure forme of éaptizing, as in changing the Element : and {o, as une 
law full to alter the words of !nftitution in giving the Supper, as in. 
| changing the Elements, or in taking away their number. And hence 
3 1,20. itis that Paul, 1 20, being to correctthe foule abufe crept 
| into their Supper, by Love feafts, calls them to the Inftitution,. 
~ wherein feeing no fuch thing could be feene, therefore ee pares it 
offas fuperfluous, In like fort the Church of Chrift hath abhorred 
all fuch additions oftrafh and humane invention, as crept in, in 
their ages : as Creame, Salt, Oyle added to water ; detraction of 
the Cup in the Supper , difanulling of the union, and turning the 
materiall of a Sacrament into the forme, fo that there fhould not be 
a difference in the thing fignifying and fignified : and foat this day 
we renounce the errours of the Greeke Church, mixing water with 
‘wine, and their old abufe of fire in Baptifine, to marke the face of 
the Infant : and infinite others of the like fort : fome of which de- 
file, others difanull the Inftitution, both infringe it : Yea, fo for 
lemnely ought the Inititution to be performed, that by vertue of it, 

_ other vices and errors of perfons (not fo re? ah to be tole- 
rated and excufed from annulling the ordinance , though they are 
foule eye-fores. Theufe whereof is, firft, to prepare way to fpeake. 
of the feverall Acts following in this our difcourfe with better fa- 
vour ; tot eachus to obferve them the more {tri@ly,andto profitby 
the ufe thereof. Secondly, to make confcience, as neere.as poffibly 
we may, of the pun@tuall inftixution of Chrift, abhorring all other, 

asthe way to fuperftition and confifion : and beleeving thatall the? 
Stace and blefling belonging to the Sacrament (next to the ordey- " 
nér himfelfe ) depends inftrumentally upon the facred and invie- 
lable inftieution ofthe Lordtefus, 
the Minifter. | aia-or nis 1 
g That the Minifter being in Gods a + 


eyning or fanétifying the Fle- 
ments 


Hie 

| 

iif | 

| 

{ 

} 

Pigs 18 to.a¢t thofe, all and. onely ats which the Lord lefis himfelfe 

did, arithe Celebration of the Supper - <ifhee wi 
Chrift in the power of eyther or 


Cuar. 6. OftheSacramentalladts ofthe Minifier, 103 | 
ments of himfelfe, fince all which he doth is both in the name of, 
and for the ufe of his Maifter, for whom he is onely to make way - 
in the hearts of the people : Butas.a Minifter, he is for and in oot 
of Chrift himfelfe, Chrit being in him, ( or the Father himfelfe in 
Chrift rather ) the doer of all, as the Prophet of his Church, Andthe | : 
atts he is to difcharge,are foure, Taking,blefling, breaking or pow- 
ring out, and diftributing of the fignes ef both kinds, © | 
Firft, touching the taking ofthe bread and wine, it conteincth I | 
 thefetwo things. Firft, the culling out or chufing. Secondly, the '-king. 
fetling of them unchangeably totheir fervice. For the former, The 
Lord lefiis, Lwke 22, 19,20. tooke bread, and likewrfe the cup : Luke 22,19 
that is, out of his wifedome , hee chofe out from among all other 
creatures,thefe two,bread and wine,to decipher the fpirituall nou- 
— rifhment of his-body and bloud : fo chat by this choife, they have 
the prerogative todoe that which no other creature ‘befides may.) 
Now in fucha choife, there mutt be a feparation of Elements from * 
their difhonour to honour : From bafeneffe aid vi'enefle to glori- Sep rae a 
ous fe : for what comparifon is there betweene earth and Heaven, fo: comon 
the common creature in dayly ufe, taken from the Bakers basket uf. 
or the cellar ; and the heavenly body and bloud of the Lord? What. 
fhall then reconcile thefe ? Surely che divine power of Chrift : hee. 
muft take off the common and bafe cloathing efit ; and as it is fayd 
ef /ehofoua ( for the typifying of the more honourable miniftry z.ch. ;, 4. 
of Chriftabove the legall ) his filthy ragges fhould be taken 
oft , and goodly pure garments put upon him : fo heere, the Lord 
takes off the old coate of the creature, ferving forall forts, atall’ 
times, for corruptible or corrupt ufes, forhat (forthetimebe- 


ing which it ferves for ) it is facrilegious to conceive or ufe it for i 
private ufes : (as it’s fayd, Elp's {ones thruft their forke into 
Gods Caldron, and pulld out holy meate forthemfelves ) butitis 
fom men ; its Gods bread and wine for hisowne table 


Secondly, the Lord cloathes them with honour ; he brings them a 
intohisowne houfe , and ordeynes them tobe veffels of ufe for 

himfelfe, Not that this feparation takes any thing from the natures _ 

of the creatures : nor yet-that it puts any inherent holineffe into 1 ia 
_ them: No, but onely takes them from common ufé,and puts them’ 

toan honourable and holy. And yet this muft not be conceivedin a 

generall fence onely ; asif there werenomoreinit,than inother = 
Creatures made pure to the beleever : For fo each creanire is pure Tit. 
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pure : purified from the ufurpation and curfe, and fanctified by the 
Word and Prayer, to convey love from the giver , and to prepare 
the receiver for his fervice : But this is a further holinefle , fuch an 
one, asthough itbe not inherent, yet it is reall and in relation to 


the ufe the Elements ferve for ; itis a cloathing ofhononr and holi- 
neffe during the feafon of it, and that by vertue of Chrifl, who hath 
_{tamped it upon them by his owne hand, 


Secondly, the Lord Jefis by taking, hath fetled an abiding {ere 
reer thefe Elements : fiichasno mortall man might dare to 


reverfe or deface, adulterate or change. For why ? Whois able to. 
amend the worke of God, orto adde to the worke of perfection it | 


— felfe ? ‘his feparation being in a fort as the worke of Creation : 


which God feeing , roo as aes , and nottobe bettered : 


and therefore to laft and abide for all ag 


thall meddle with this holy workemanfhip of Chrift : His feales 
are in this as his word is, outlafting and outliving the devifes of 
‘men ; through all generations, and abiding forever, Chofen they 
were by the hand ofa dying Saviour, yet immortall : and therefore 


tio hand fhall ever be able to abolifh them : Ifany fhall adde or di- _ 


minith fromthem, the Lord fhall diminifh their names from the 
booke of life ;and adde untothem all the plagues written in his 


booke againft all facrilegious theeves or ufurpers in holy things, 


But more intheufe, 


Of the former 
branch. 


Ruth 3, 16. 


Firft then for the former points ufe. It fhould teach us to rejoyce, 
when we behold what coft God hath beftowed upon bafe crea- 
tures for our good : when Naomi faw Rath come home full of the 
bounty of Boat, fhee askedher, Where haft thou beene my 
daughter ? One caufe of her joy was, becaufe fhee fhould fare the 
better for her daughters change : So, there is no good foule which 
feesthis colt beftowed by the Lord upou thefe Elements, how he 


feparates the vile , and puts ona pretious garment uponthem ; but 
he fhould rejoyce therein for the good of his owne foule , and fay, 
Lord] fee this creature cloathed with honour , that it might carry 


him who fo cloathed it, into my foule, and put on the Lord lefus 
upon me the more eafily , inall the riches ofhis attire, inall the 


fulneffe of his grace and nourifhment : 1 feenoufethe creature 
hathofit, but that all the excellent Nourifhment which it re- 
fembles, might be laidas by anhandin mylap. The Difciples- 


who faw their mafter ufually converfe with them in his poverty 


and bafeneile , no doubt were ravifhed, whenthey beheld him 


ases.So that curfed be he who 
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‘Such fpeeches of the Fathers, muft not be interpreted by Popery, 
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_chufeth rather to appeare in the honouring of poore Elements than bf 


_ perfon (though hee preafe to the Sacramentnever fo boldly) can 


and the honour of God dire@tly ; but he muft needs adore the wife- 


wife when wee fee wh | 
-~weake Minifters, and in his weake Elements, and draw neare to 


_by a pipe) an holineffe to the receiver? No: nothing can ofit 
_ caftupon it, which God overrules (as ie fees good) to convey ho- 


neffe, Their Churches, Altars, Superaltars, Chalices, Copes and | 


transfigured and glorious : Oh ! they faid; Its good being here,they manh, 17.4, 


were loath to depart : fo we may fay with the Authorto the He-Heb.2,9. | 
-brewes ; Behold we fee Chrift who was bafe,now in glory, leading Ephele.4,8. 


captivity captive, giving gifts unto men : yea fo glorious, that hee 


he would be wanting tous. Abroad we fee thefe creatures not one- Be 
ly fubje& to vanitie in their ufe, but alfo abufed by finfull wretches yh! 
to corrupt and bafe ends but when we cometo the Sacrament,loe 
there we {ee them cloathed with honour and fet apart to heavenly | 
ends : fuch as no Drunkard, Epicure, Swearer, or carnall minded. 


atteineunto; There they onely ferve.to reach out Chrift the nou- 
rifhment of his Church : they ceafethere to be perifhing, and be- 
gin to be meate and drinke of eternall life. How fhould we bleffe i. 4 
God for them? When Bezaleel and Aboliab were endued with Exod,31,4,5 
gifts from heaven, to carve and ingrave wood, brafleandgoldina 
curious manner ; who could have beheld a peece of rude woodor © 
mettell, alittle before common and mifhapen, but now curioufl 
fet forth with pictures and delights, ferving for the Tabernacle 


dome of that Arch-workeman, whv by fuch meane men could pas 
fuch honour upon fuch — creatures ? Labour wee to doe lt 
at power the Lord fhewes forth by his 


them with moredelight.. 
Secondly, how fhould this point convince all Popith tranfubftan- V/e2. 

tiation? who maintaine that now the creatures are not what they 

were ; but begin tobe what they were not, and that in fabftance! 


but by this a& of Gods feparation? Which is nota feparation of 
fubltances, leaving unfubfifting accidents behind; but onely of 
their common vileneffe of ufe unto an holy one, during that time, 
Againe, how doth it convince their folly in afcribing to the Ele- 
ments a divine nature, and an inherent: holineffe? So that by the. 
work wrought they fhould convey (asa veffell fends forth “we | 
elfe 


beltow that which it hath not : The ‘acrament hath an holy 


linefle. But in them (as themfelves ) there in no inherent holi- 


veltments, if they were (as they pretend) holy, they have it 
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Vie ofjateer 
branch, 


King 7,21, 


Micha7, 8; 
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from thefe and the like ordinances performed in cen ears they. 
_ be ofthe Pharifees blinde error, to thinke that rhe go d ofthe Al- 

- tar, is better chan the Altar? ) Ifthen Bread and Wine themfelves 

-_confefle, fuch holineffe is not inthem : what fhall become of thefe 

im plements ? Viz, their Bookes, Bells, Candles, Reliques,Creame, 

Oyle, Salt, Spittle, and {tuffe not of Chrifts, but their owne fepara- 


tion? Somuchofthe formerbranch. 
Touching the latter, let it be a comfort to all Gods people to con- 

fider the perpetuitie of the Sacrament of the Body and Bloud of 

Chrift, the nourifhment of his Church. So long as Chrift Iefus fhalt 


havea Church, til he drink this Paffeoverin his heavenly kindgome_ 
- withthem, hewvill fee thefe holy fignes (feparated by himfelfe to 
holy ufé) to abide therein : for he hath fetied themupon it for ever, 


What perfecutions, what confufions of Popery, what malice of e- 
nemics could ever prevaile thefe 1600, yeares, to robbe the Church 
hereof? As /achin and Bosz abode while the Temple {tood: fo 
thefe two Pillars of Gods Sacraments fhall never ceafe, till the or- 


_dainer of them fhallcome to jadgement | They may be eclipfed, 
thelight, purity of adminiftration defiled, and for a time fiindry 
corruptions of men miay be permitted by Gods providence tope- - 
fter the Church:but none ofall thefe changings of the Sacrament in- © 
toa Mafle-facrifice, none of their pollutions and fuperftitions — 


brought in and obtruded upon the Church, fhall prevaile, That fet- 
led feparation of our Lord Tefus, fhall give life to the Sacrament; 


and as the Church her felfe, 7,8. faith to thofe 


ans, Rejoyce not over mse, O mine enemy, for when I am fallen 


wife: Then fhall fhe who upbraided me fee it, and tremble, and be 
trodden downe as the mire of the ftreets : So may the Sacrament of 
_ Chrift triumph over all Popifh enemies who fet upafigne of con- — 


tradition againft her, Maffe and Altars, and other defilements ; 
Rejoyce not over me, for I fhall fee thy ruine : the life of Chrifts 
Ordinance fhall give mee a rifing and recovery, and I fhall fay, 
Where is now your mouth that {corned the Sacramént, where is 


your God of bread become ? Oh | one day the Lord lefus fhall con- — ay 
{ume your trafh with the breath of his mouth, and thenhisowne _ 
Sacrament andall his holy Ordinances fhall be fet up in their puri- 


tie, when all humane feurfe fhall breathe his laft, and fay, Thou 
haft overcome, Oh Lord ! Se truth and ordinance have prevailed. 
Laitly, feeing the Minifter hath deputed power from Chrift thus 


to Jeparate the Elements fromcommon todivinenfe: It fhould 
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teach him to begin with this act, and (as may-be separ to take 
the materials himfelfe at the entrance of feparation, and thus to fe- 
parate them by vertueof the Ordinance ; not to leave it to his Sex- 
ton or Clerke tu fetch from the Taverne as hee lift, and powre‘out 
at his pleafiire ; Better is an overplus than a detect in this behalfe. 
And for the firlt aét, thus much, | 
The fecond a@ of the Minitter about the materials, is bleffing  A% of the 
them: for fo our Saviour, Lake 22,19. is faid to doe ere he brake “ie ae 
them, ‘till I muft put in this, that the Minitter of bimfelfe can doe | 22,1 
nothing : (oftentimes hee is farre from being bleffed himfelfe) but 
the otedience to the inflitution doth it. Now by bleflingismeant 
fanctifying the word being taken from the ordinary manner of atl 
the Tewes in their feafts and meales, whofe graces were called Cor. "2 
_bleffings, becaufe che firft word of them was, Blefled te God who 
caufeth bread to grow outof the earth, and who giveth wine out 
of the grape, &c. trom hence our Saviour is faid to blefle bread 
and wine ( though in another forme, and to an higher end, yet in 
— generall) as in the ufe of the creatures. And thetruth is, whofoever 
4 they be that dare come neare the Table of the Lord, and the blef- 
fing of the Minifter, being’ privy of ordinary ufing the creatures 
_ __ without bleffing, are fit tobe quite excluded: from this Sacrament. 
Remember the phrafe of this bleffing iffued from that. 


~ 


4 Now befides this blefling, although it properly denote Thankes, Firh by 


9 


ment, Our manner at this day is to fay, We give thankes: not asif 


ufe of {peech hath prevailed, Firft then our Saviour prayed, and fe- 
condly 9 d it 


gave thankes to his Fatket, and in both ftood 


mentally... 


gher po this cafe, 
without queftion, the gr bleffed of the leffer; to wit, inftru- 


' 


For 


| 
includes prayer allio: botn make up the dielling of the sacra- Prayer. | 
f we did nothing elfe, or asif prayer were inferior toit ; but fo the | 
tor) to his Father, and fo acknowledved no lefle, viz, That looke 
what he did, he did deputedly from him-as the chiefe Agent in the : 
: fanctifying of the Sacrament, And even fo is the Minifter much | 
3 more to doe in his ftead : not to arrogate to himfelft Popifhly this | 

power, but to abafe himfelfe to the loweft earth, asa worme cree- 

_ ping ont of: her hole, when he lifts up his heart in this kindét the 

Lord, in the behalfé of the Church, for a bleffing uponthe Sacra- 

ment. Its farre from him or his intention, to make or not to make. | 


Why 


Matth.4.4. 


King. 


- Werfe 27. 
Macul. 12.2. 


E(ay 42,1. 


Conteines 4. 
things. 
I 


Toh. 17.23, 


i Kin. 8,28. 


good thing : Oh Lord ! looke downe from heaven, an 
_nough that thy people looke toward this heufe : Oh then meete 
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For the former of thefe two, vse. our Saviours prayer : its not to 
be wondred at, that its a part of this blefling, For why? It was put 


 uptohis Father, to the end that he would give hisfolemneconfent | 
toit, and by his word eftablith it to be a sacrament, Even our blef- 


(ing the creatures is by applying the {trength ofthe werd ; for man 
lives not by bread, but by each word of God, So thar our Saviour 
here cravetha word from his ' ather, for the bleffing of this Ordi- 
nance, Salomon when he cenfecrated the emple: what did hee? | 


Applied a word by Prayer unto it: thou O Lordart fo great. that 


the Heaven of Heavens cannot conteine thee : yet thou haft faid, I 


- will dwell in this houfe, and make it a place of my refidence: Oh! 


be it fo? Now althougha greater than Salomon be here, yet lo, as 
being now deputed by his ' ather to this great worke, hee beggeth 
from him, to fet his ( Fsar) to this his act of iuftification, Asif hee 
fhould fay, Father its not of my felfe, as man : but from thee and 
thy command, I thy righteous fervant have feparated thefe Ele- 
ments: Oh Father then, asthe cheefe ordeiner, thew that i have 
done nothing rafhly and withourthee inthis attempt! 
But more fully to fpeake of this Prayer of Chrift, it conteines 
thefe foure things in it, Firft, as 1 faid, The Lord fe ‘tas having abro- 
gated one Sacrament, and fubftiruted another, craving a confent 
from his | ather by Prayer, as ifhee had faid, Ifthou oh Father fay 
the word, thefe Flements fhall be Sacramentall, they fhall beu- 
nited to ay Deitie and fiefh, they fhall be conveiers of holy 
things, the blond, fpirit, power and life of the Lord Tefus into the 
foules of the faithfull, Oh Father then, as thou and I are one, fo de- 
clare ; that looke what | upon earth have done, that thou haft rati- 
fied in heaven; let not thine elect make any queftion, but thatits — 
thy willas wellas mine, that thefe Elements be fanctified for fuch 
ait, Secondly, as he begges of his }ather, Confent ; fo efpecially 


he craves bleffing upon them, As Sa/omon in that his vy ae begs, 


Oh Lord, finceits thy will to dwell in this houfe which I have 
built, therefore I befeech thee thew it by reall effects : When foe- 
ver thy people fhall be hem’'d in by their enemies, be afflicted with | 
famine, peftilence, {word, or whenfoever they fhall 

let itbe 


them, and bleffe them ! So our Saviourhere : Oh Father; I know 


thau heareit me alway, and by name in thy. confent to this fepara- 
tion of the ‘Sactament, But Lord, thew it both atchis ai 


metomy 
difciples, 
) 
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‘may a¢tually conferre upon all hungry beleeving foules, my 
_ righteoufneffe of fatisfaction,and fanctification of merit in the one, 1 Cor, 130, 


—wedke people might underfland this blefling to be granted, as well 
as himfelfe, that they might come confidently to this Sacrament. 


approach with confidence tothe Throne of Grace to doe the like, 


Jetitbe exhortation then to all poore humbled ones in the fight of 


with his Father, to rhe uttermoft, that hee would apply the power 
ofhis death and bloud to his Word preached, and Sacraments mi- 
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difciples, and for ever to the end of the world : Let them not 
looke toward this Ordinance in vaine,but put the favor and foyfon 
of thy Sonnes grace, ftrength, and refrefhing into them ; that they 


and efficacie in the other, to fuftaine them and encreafe their com- Exod.20,14 
fort, both in their reconciliation and holinefle, as the neede of each ) 


requires. 3. Hee begges of his Father, that his poore doubrfull and ai C 


4. That by vertue of this his prayer and bleffing, the Church might 4. 


that is, to blefle the Sacrament, both Minifter and people, with 
hope to receive the like bleiling upon their receiving, 
Ere wegoe to the next branch, this may aftoord us {peciall ufe: Vie 2. 


unworthinefe, to all fearefull, diftruttfull ones of themfelves, that | 


mourne for their dead,and dull receivings, and that the Sacrament | 
comes and goes from time to time with {mall frair, Oh | Why is it | 
thus with you ? Is the Lord here, and you are not aware ? Doe yee 
fare, asif the Lord bace yee come hither in your owne ftrength ? 
Hath not he beftowed bletfings upon it, yea, and (in fpite of all di- 
vels in hell, corruption on earth, formalitie of the wicked) it thall 
be ble®ed ; Why then looke ye no more firmely to the effect of this 

rayer ? Let meadde one thing more, This prayer of Chrift was 
bi the firft of his requefts in this behalfe : Lo, as hee is our Advo- 
cate in heaven, he plies this worke ftill, and followes this firft {rite 


niftred in his @hurch ; {o that no opportunitie is now wanting to 

fecond this blefling : doe not feare leait God fhould have forgot 

this old prayer, for with him two. thoufand yearesis asoneday: | 
But fay it were not fo ; yet we havean Advocate daily to put him 2Pet.3,8, |. 
in minde of each occafion. Sothat if the Lord Jefus be all-way yoy, , gz | 


heard, when he shew: its well forus, thoughold fuits might be 


forgotten, which is impoffible. 


But alas alas The cold comfort we feele by theSacrament is the | 
fruit of our little denying our felves, cleaving to the Prayer and the : 
Promife, This ts my welbeloved, &c /ehofoaphat could fo confi- 2 Chro,20, 9: 
dently goe toGod, folong after Sa/omens blefling the Temple, 

pleading 


= 
A 
@ 
~4 
} 
ty 
» 
4 3 
4 
& 
| 
4 
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pleading tobe heard; how much more thou inthe prayerofthe 
pea iefus? Did not Rebecca and Jacob laugh and take courage 
Gen.27,33. (thinke wee) when they heard //aac tell E/aw, Vhat Jacob was al- 
-_ ready bleffed, and fhould be fo ? Why doft thou not laugh then to 
heare a greater and {urer blefling from Chrift ? W hy goeft thou out 

A of this Blefling and ?romife, into thine owne warme Sun, to com- 
50,11. pafle thy felfe with thy owne fparkles ? Thinkefl thou it is with 
eh this great Matter of Requefts, as at the Court, chat many requetts 


may be made, ere one granted) No, ord heard his Sonne 
in his feares, much more his defires Muth aid feare not: 
toreceivea Sacramentunder fuch able rover of Chrift- 

Lam.3,17- lies im pawne to procure, Let thy earths oever hava, empty, | 


faith, 
fing is thine. !ts noted by the Evanecia, nen pray 


Jo, 12,28, Glorifie thy Name, anfwer was mace, it, and 
glerifiest agasne, Our Saviour tels his difciples, 74 was for 

} their fakes, \€ thou canft by the eare of faith, heare this yvoyce, it 
4 belongs to thee. 
Secondly, it fhould not onely be inftruction to all Minifters, to 


fanétifie the Sacrament to the Church and themfelves. But ef{peci- 

_ ailly it fhould teach them to be humble in fo doing, and to come un- 
Gen.18,27, inall abafement, evenas duft and afhes, when they come 
toaskethe blefling of God upon this or other Ordinances at the 
hands of God, If aman having many children, e{pecially his eldeft — 
Sonne and heire fo obedient and loyall, that hee never askes any 
boone ofhis Father, but hee comes in great honour and reverence 
toaskeit; Will not this teach all the re{t (except Impes and dege- 
nerate) to be much more fv ? Behold here thy elder Brother, the 


Lord Jefus Lord of all, yet fubje& and begging every thing hee 
needs, not for himfelfe, but for his Church 


: and fhall it not fmite 
into thee one of the bafeft of all the family of God, much more 
Ufe3. ‘Thirdly, it fhould teach both Minifter and people in their blef- 
a fing of the Sacrament, when they feele their owne wofull bafe- 
nefic, tobe admitted to fucha fervice, (as being privie to horrible 
as of fuch Ordinances, and guilt of other finnes, ) to be- 
old themfelves, their Prayers and Preparations, inthe perfon and 
_ prayer of the Lord Iefus, in which they may be accepted as if wor- 
thy, When they have once prayd for bleffing,Pray againe with Hee 
*kiah, The geod Lord accept me, though no way prepared 
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to the preparing of the § antluary, Ifaac bids laceb, come neere my 


fonhe, that | may feele and know ifthou be indeede my fonne E- Gen,27,18, 


fan, and fo comming in his linnen and roughnefle, he tooke him to 
be fo, and blefled him, Doe thou fo and profper, 


-Laftly, by all rhis bleffing of the Minifter in the Name of the Lord Vf a | 


lefus, we meete with no ftep of Popith Confecration, neither in 
int of their five blefling words, nor yet of inherent holineffe put 
into the Sacrament thereby, Touching the firft, we fee no warrant 
for the Mafle Priefts inchanring the Elements by his whifpering the 
five words over them: for lo, the Confecration was ended, ere a- 
ny of thofe five words were pronounced: and therefore, not 
thofe Words, but Bleffing and Prayer to God in the vertne of his 
firft inftitution, and the promife made thereto, doe fandtifie the F - 
lements. W hich words of Prayer and Pleffing, our Saviour did not 
(as a Sorcerous Prieft) murmour over the Bread and Wine, buto-— 
_ penly and clearely uttered them to his Father, in the hearing of 
the Difciples, for their, edification, The dumbe Elements have no 
eares to heare fucha voyce, but aremeere patients in the Sacra- 
ment, And therefore we abhorre that Popith turning of the Priet!s 
_ fromthe people tothe fignes, as abafe inchanting ceremony ; fit- 
terto worke a blind and carnall devotion in a fuperftitious heart, 
than a fenfible reverence and holy confidence of a beleeving foule, 
For the latter obferve that our Saviour begges for no inherent holi- 
nefle to be put into the Signes, fave onely a conveying inftrumentall 
holineffe, that the Lord would vouchfafe to ufe them to the ends of ~- 
a Sacrament : that is, tomake dumbe, filly creatures (incapable of 
any reall grace) to carrie reall holineffe into the foules and {pirits 
of beleevers, onely capable thereof? Much leffe then did he, either 
by thefe or thofe five (as they mifreckon ) Tranfubftantiate them in- 
to his body, When God blefled the Sabboth day and hallowed ir: 
Did he infife holineffe into the day? Are dayes, garments, veffels, 
houfes, capable of inherent holineffe ? No, its enough they attend 
holy things : and ought theref. re decently to be kept : otherwife 
neither are they holv inherently ; nor vet actions and things there- 
-foreholy, becaufe there done ; but becaufe they are fo in their na- 
ture and inftitution. 


LT haften to the latter branch of his thankes. Thankes is the fecond ‘Thankes, 


branch of Chrifts bieffing : And. fo of the Minifters atin the cons 
fecration of the Sacrament. Wee have to note that thus it was in o- 
ther bleffings. When Salomon dedicated the Temple, one branch 


Why ; yned ¢ 
with Prayer. 
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The Defcription of the Lords Supper, and 
of it was folemne thankefgiving to God that had ratified his Word 


1 King, 8,24, and romife , enabled So/omon to perfect the Temple, and make ) 
ood that which he had fpoken. The afcent of thankes is fo great a 
y glorifying of God, thatcommonly it becomes a rich defcent of 


bleffing. And when prayer is offered to God without thankes, its 
no figne that the foule faftens uponGod forthe granting of thofe 9s 
things which have beene defired. But our Saviour here,having had 
a conuniffion from his Father to ordaine the Sacrament, takes it for 
eranted,that he was heard by him in this his requeft for fanctifying 
thereof to his Church : and therefore, together with the prayer 
doth alfo here annex his thankes foranfwer, Prayers and praifes 
ought ever to attend each other, efpecially for things formerly re- 
ceived , thatby the experience of former anfwer from God, our — 
hearts might not be to feeke of confidence & hope for the prefent, 
and fortime to come. For fure it is, our felfe-love doth fo {way us 
in feeking what we would {till get, that the acknowledgement of 
what we haye already enjoyed from God, is forgotten, Nay ra- 
ther, even while they pray for blefling from God upon any of his 
Ordinances, or otherwife, it is our duty even then to give thankes, 
fo farre as wee feele our felves to have pray'din faith , and in the 
naine of Chrift : for faith ina manner prefenteth the thing (which 
we doe warrantably feeke) untaus : And although I grant fuch a 
blefling may actually be denied us,yet our thankes fhall returne(in 
—_ fucha cafe) into our bofomes, and {hall be accepted of God. 
Caufes of his But in this cafe of our Lord lefus, and his thankes,the cafeis alte- 
thankes, red ; for he gave thankes in aflurance of being heard,and upon pro- 
Three. ss mife thereof from his Father, without faile : and therefore hee 
: rae might with more confidence offer up thankes even with prayer, 
nh’ 4s Sometimes it fo fareth with his members , that even in the a& of 
prayer, the Lord intimates their {pirit, that they have prevailed: 
as we reade that fome of the Martyrs had a kind of propheticall fpi- 
_ rit given them, fo that fome things which God had enabled them to 
aske in full aflurance of faith, they received an anfwer from God, 
@ that they were granted ; and therefore their prayers commonl 
brake out into praifes, and themfelves wrote and {pake of thofe 
bleffings as prefent , though there were fome yeares ftillto come, 
ere performed, And no doubt fich cafes fall cut ftill in the experi- 
ence of fuchas are neerely acquainted with God, and ftrong in 
faith, that they have anfwer with /acob,they have prevailed, even 
in their wreftlings and therefore. what doubtis there, 
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chat then, Thankefgiving fhould bee anfwerable? 
But will not other meditations : The thankes and 
bleffing of Chrift here, fhould be full of comfort tothe poore Mi- 
nifter of Chrift, and all his faithfull people, in their blefling of the 
Sacrament ; that they come to God for that w hich is already gran- 
tedto Chrift, and that even fo afluredly while he prayed for it,that 
at the inftant he received it as granted, and blefled God for it ; and 
withall added his owne bleffing to his Fathers, and gave his § pirit 
of bleffing to the fame Sacrament ; from his Father and from him- 
felfe {o to attend it, that it might never be abfent from it, in the 
‘ matter ofunion Sacramentall , and further in point of true fan¢tifi- 
cation of it to all his members, to the end of the world, who fhould 
come in faithand repentance toreceiue it, Its not under a defired 
bleffing onely, but a granted one, acknowledged, and therefore af- 
{ured. Oh { that any fhould come witha drooping and {ad heart, 
doubtfull, and ftaggering to that Ordinance, upon which at the firft 
_ infiitution, fo great a handfell of grace was beftowed,and a promife 
of fo great future bleffing granted. oe 
A fecond caufe of his thankes was, for that he forefaw,even now The ,fecond 
at his death and departure fhortly from the earth, that his Father eaule. 
would not fufter the memory of his fatisfaction and death to be ra- 
zed out : but eternize it as a lafting monumeut in his Church, Hee. 
forefaw that infinite honour and glory which he fhould receive as. | 
a perpetuall tribute from his thankefull Church, and what ‘praife i 
the Father by him fhould obtaine atthe hands of the faithfull, for 
the continuing of fo lively, powerfull a memoriall of his death,and 
perfect Sacrifice offered te God for the finnes ofthe Ele@. The 
forefight hereof, that his Death fhould be a lafting Monument of 
himfelfe, and a meane of perpetuall honour to the Father, through 
him, was another Branch of his bleffing of the Sacrament, Oh 
when he faw, God and himfelfe had bleffed it with their prefence 
for ever, and that noenemy fhould prevaile againft it ; but that as : 
£ iy 55.#/¢, it fhould be an everlafting Name notto be forgotten, Efay ¢¢.13, 
— andas Efay x/e, it fhould bea dayly Sacrifice from Sabboth to Sab- Efay 66,23. 
both to the worlds end ; that it fhould prevaile againft the gates of 
hell, ignorance, and fuperftition, attend the Gofpell for ever as a 
Seale of the promife : and finally furvive all bafe Pillars and Monu- 
ments of prophaneffe and Idolatry, Oh 4 thefe things caufed him to 
raife up his heart to his Father in thankes, and therewith to be rape 


blefic his Name, and to fet his cothe Sacrament, Be 
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The third 


Ciuic. 


-the | ord Jefus. 


| 


114 The Defeription ofthe Lords Supper, and ‘Part. 


Oh Father :and be plealed to confirme this grace, and 1 in thy 


‘Name doe bleffe and hallow thefe Elements to be {ach memorials 


for ever. 
The ule of this may be tous this: Never come to enjoy the Sa- 


crament, buttolooke up to od in this blefling of the Lord lefus, 


and to befeech him thatitmay ke fo continued: and to purge out 


from his C burch inal! kinedomes that deteftable Idoll of the Maffe, 


that it may not ftand up asafigne of contradi@tion, againit this. 


frithfull witneffe of God: that the Lord would not fo lay to his 


heart this our profanation of his Sacrament as to remove it from us, 


and beflow it pon a people which fhould honour him with better 
fruit ofit. Oh! how have wee in England of alongtime plaid the 
Harlot, and after this €O.or 70, yeares of the Sacrament, waxen 


weary ofit, and when any occafion ofa Maffe hath beene offered, 


ran by troopes unto it, as glutted with this Manna from heaven ; 
how have we (a heavie upon the ftomacke of God by this our 


tranfcendent abhomination, and excommunicate thing, | 


that the floudeates ofall Popith trafh fhould be let in upon us ; an 

the Gofpell, Ordinances, and communion of Saints quite defaced, 
and {ent into another world fromm us: That, Ifay, either the pof- 
feflion, or the power of them fhould for ever be pull'd from us, Let 


fo many asare free from this contagion, flillkeepe their garments _ 


unfpotted,and {till begge of God that the bleffing once obtained by 
C hrift upon the Sacrament may be {till granted, that in fpite of all 


Popith poltitions, hrifts Supper may be kept pure in the Church 


fora Seale ro his Covenant, and for the glory of the Father through 


A third, and laft caufe was, The view of that unfpeakeable Grace. 


which the whole Militant Church fhould reape by it: That good | 
_ Whichhe forefaw the Sacrament fhould doe, caufed him to breake 


out into this bleffing;& to fet his Seale unto it to the fame purpofe: 
That as his Father had granted it to fuchanend, fo himfelfe alfo 
blefled it ; as ifhe faid, Goe my bleffed Ordinance, be the Legacy 
of my Church, and feeing the t ather hath made thee an inftrument 


_of fo endleffe comfort, and ttrength to the weake foules of my peo- 


ple ;take my bleffingalfo with thee ; Loe, I am now offering up 
my body and life upon the Crofle, and I convey by them all the me-. 
rit and power thereof to the hearts of my alot, when and where, 
and how oft foever ny fhall partake it. It is no queftion, but that 


_ our Lord Jefiis mourned in Spirit alfo, to behold the errors, grin 
te 
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infinite abufes bath of do@rine and practife which fhould enfue in 


the Church, through Popith corruption, and bafe cuftomes and 


rofane unreverence of men ; yet all this hinders not his Thankes 

the bleed fruit of the Sacrament. 

——- Theufe of whichis, That we alfo, both Miniter and people, do 
thus raife up our hearts to God in the meditation of thefe things. 
Firft, if wee could but confider how exceeding great .a bleffing it 


were, ta fee one heavie foule comforted, one doubrfuil heart refol-. 


ved, ane ftagcerer fetled by the Sacrament: How might we be pro- 
voked to blef'e God? Nay, when we confider how many the true 
Miniftery of Chrift Sacramentall, hath humbled, broken and con- 


verted to God; by adue cfteeme of a mountaine by many little 


mollehilles ; ow great may we imagine, is that crop of grace and 
blefling which the Sacrament purchafeth to the foule of Gods peo- 
ple, throughout the Cburch? But alas | our Saviour beheld this by 
the eye of taith, and by the fimpathy of love to God and to the e- 
lect : the glory of the one, and the good of the other : Wee rather 


looke at things with adead eye of common forme, and bafe cu- 
ftome, and blinde hope that fo it may be, and enquire no further ; 


whereas, tf we obferved narrowly, both our owne gaine, and the 


fruit that others reape by receiving aright, the Sacrainent day 


fhould indeede be a bleffed day of dayes, a day of praifes, and we 
fhould notin vaine callitan Eucharilt (which fignifies thank{gi- 
ving ) but really and from experience, We fhould in the confidera- 
tion ofthis exceeding goodneffe of God, to our felves, and to the 
whole communion of his Saints, breake out as Debora, Inde, s.and 
fay, Irejoyce for the people of Gods welfare, and for thofe that 
game in faith, and departed 'from the Congregation with comfort. 


‘their good fhold be our joy. This is the fellow fhip in graces which 


the Church of God hath one with another: torejoyce with them 
that rejoyce, and to mourne with them that mourne, Both are parts 


Vie. 


ludy.§59, 


of Chriftian fympathy. What Chriftian foule, what true Minifter of 


Godis there, who fhould not feeke to thruft from this holy ban- 
ya all protane and brutith ones, f pots of Affemblies, eyefores to 
1¢ godly, and tothe reproach of Gods Sacraments? And who 1s 
there, who feeing {uch intrude themfelves, fhould not mourne for 
_ their owne; and the lot of the Church, who mutt be peftred with 
fich? Oh | whata quayling it is to our joy to behold what corrup- 
tions and corrupt ones hang upon thefe Ordinances? And fo much 
tor the fecond act of bleffing, 
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Two things 


in it. 
1 Whatic 


was? 


2 


_ rated or blefied them after the worke of the Croffe 
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Breaking. 


The third Sacramentall act of Chrift and the Minifter, is the brea- 


| on: ng powring out the Bread and wine, In the opening hereof, 


marke two things : Firft, the order of it : Secondly, the Act it felfe, 
For the W hy did Chrift blefle,then breake and powre our? 
Anfwer,That he might refemble the order of his owne fatisfaction, 
For firft he was annointed or qnalified in his perfon to fatisfie, {et a- 
part and fan@tified to it ; and then he was Sacrificed to have fepas 
performed, had 
beene needleffe : and fo,to have beene firft crucified,ere bleffed and 
called, had beene Sacrilegious : Even fo here in the Elements ; re- 


fembling his feparation and death, 


But for the actit felfe, confider two things : firft, What was it? 


fecondly, Why was it ? For anfwer tothe firft ; The breaking of 


Chrift wasa taking of the loafe, anda breaking thereof with his 
holy hands into gobbets and morfels meet for his difciples ; not. 
minfing the bread, and cutting it witha knife into {mall bits, nor 
yet into overgreat pieces, but J fay into morfels competent, I doe. 


‘not quarrell with thé cuftome of cutting with the knife : for ( as I 


faid before of {princkling the water, fo I fay of this) f difanull not 


the Ordinance thereby : yer {till I fay, I would rather chufe to 


cleave to the inftitution in fo plaine an act of our Saviour, if it ma 
conveniently be done, than to balcke it, And the rather, becaufe it 
may favor of fome Popifh niceneffle : For as they weare white 


- gloves when they meddle with the Elements; and touch them 


not with their bare hands, pretending more reverence to be ina 
beafts skin, thana mans naked hand ; fo fome thinke it too homely 
perhaps to breake the bread with their hands,in comparifon of cut- 
ting it witha knife, To fiuch I fay, that they are too nice herein;and 


- theinftitution of Chrift much more to be followed ; the Minifter 


himfelfe breaking it, and not leaving it (as fometimes is ufed) to 


the Clarke or Sexton tobe done, 


Secondly, why was it? I anfwer, for fundry cauifes : firft, to pa- 
rallell the Sacrifice of the Paffeover, (a type of Chrifts Supper, ) 
which was to be flain,and the blond of it {princkled about:fecond- 


iystor amore meet apportioning of the bread of the Sacrament, and 
the Wine to the eafier ufe of the Receivers, thanin the whole loafe - 


or flagon ; thirdly, and more principally to reprefent the voluntary 
oftering up himfelfe, the next day upon the Croffe for an oblation — 
to God : Elfe hee: would have chofen fome others to breake and 


Powre out ; bucin doing it himfelfe, he typified his laying 
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_ broken, according to the uttermoft meafure of breaking : Onely 
_ effentiall breaking and powring out of his foule by death lay up- 


Cuas. 6. OftheSacranentall acts ofthe Minifier, 


‘his life freely; when as el{e none could have taken it from him:;.for Toh.10.18. 


when his apprehenders were cat upon the earth, then did he yeeld 

himfelfe to their hands : fourthly, to fignifie to the Church, thatal- 4, 
though the Lord Jefus were in himfelfe the fountaine of all life and 
nourifhment to his Church: yet his Church could not other wife be 

capable of him to {uch ends, than by vertue of his being broken up- | 
onthe Croffe, He was asa fealed fountaine before, but now fet o- Zach. 13.1. 
pen for the Church, This ReafonI would have well noted, No o- 


ther way, but to be broken, could make him meate and drinke in- 
— deede, The Butt of wine in the Cellar hath wine of excellent quali- 


tic in it felfe, but except it be broached, none can be the better for 
it. Hencethe Church in the Cantscles cries out, Thom art as am Cant 1,3. 
oyntment powred out ; inthe favor of thy oynt ments we will follow thee, 
As that box of oyntmenty /ohn 12,2, which was broken upon him, 
and powred out upon him, fo thatall the houfe fmeltofit, Hence = 
the holy Ghoft efpecially dwells upon his powring out ofhis foule 
unto death: his being broken for our tranfgreffions, and. other the 
like phrafes there, E/ay 53. And Saint dwelsupon his blouds 53,12. 


fhed, Rom, 3,25. and in twentie other places ; to fhew that nothing Rom. 3,25. 


but death could make us the better forhim, either in pardon 

or Sanctification : No incarnation of his, no Innocency, Mira- 
cles, noCompaffion, Teares, Love, Reproaches, Preaching, 
Prayers, without his. being broken, could make him ufefull 

Fifthly, ashe could doeus no good fave this way, fo-thereisa 
further thing in it,for Chrift could notbe broken for nourifhment, 

till hee was for expiation and attonem ent, By being once broken 

by death, he hath paid the price of wrath, and alfo Aas meete 
nourifhment ; Chrift being made ours to parcon, is alfo made ours 


to feede and furnifh our foules with all graces of his Spirit: the 


Supper is fo the Sacrainent of our erowth in the Lord Tefus, as firlt 


ote is our growth in faith and luftification, and then of holi- 


here is an objeétion : How ‘can Chrift be broken for our Obje tion. | 


nonrifhment, whereas.the Scripture tells us, Mota bone of him 
foould be broken? Anfwer: No necefMfitie lay upon Chrift to be wanfwer, | 


on him, and this was neceflary to make attonement for finne ; elfe 
no union could have bin purchafed wen God,nor any fruit thereof, 
: in 


| 
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in either reftoring of life, or continuing welfare unto it reftored, 
The providence of God was fuchin the alleniating of the Croffe 
and breaking of Chrift, that he was difpenfed with, as touching 
thofe excefles, extremities, indignities which elfe might have ligh- 
ted upon him, had not the excellency of his perfon, and his fitfici- 
encic to fatisfie, taxen them off, Therefore whereas the Law was, 
that the bones of the crucitied fhould be broken, to haften their lin- 
ering death, the Lord lefus his bones were not broken, hee being — 
dead before - and {o it was with him, in the continuance, in the hel- 


lith meaftrre of torment, that he was freed from them: It was e- 


- nough that he was fo broken, that the bande of foule and body was. 


rs. 


How Papifts 
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brokcn 
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- diffolved, and his foule was re forth unto death, 


Theufes are weightie, firft of Confuration of Popery. And thar, 
firft in this, that they make a meere apifh Pageant,and Poppet-play 
of this Sacrament, yea, rather an enterlude to pleafe and delight the 


fences of the blindly devout, than a refemblance of thecrucified 


body of the Lord fefiis for the comfort of the Church, But eff pecials 
ly shee they deftroy the effence of the act of Breaking. In ftead 
whereof, they come and bring an whole unbroken Element, made 
of afine delicate wafer, round and whole: And as for powring 
out the wine tothe people, they never powre out, nor allow any 
at all unto them, but keepe it quite from them. Thirdly, they pro- 
fefle not to act the part ofthe Father, reaching out the broken bo- 
dy of Chrift to his people:bur their Prieft fuftaines rather the perfon 
ofa falfe Church, and an Idolater,to offerup to Goda Sacrifice of 
Chrift, for expiation: deftroying the power of Chrift our onely Obe | 


lation, offered by himfelfe, never more needing to be offered. And _ 


whereas we prefle this argument again{t them, they flie toa fhift 

which overthrowes their caufe, faying, Thev offer an unbloudy fa-. 
crifice in their Mafle, not bloudy as that of the Croffe. In all three 
refpets, being the moft wofull enemies of the Sacrament. 

For firft, they act it asathing of mirth, not asa broken Chrift; 
fecondly, they neither breake nor powre out tothe ufe of the Con- | 
greeation : thirdly, they profeffe to have fo little neede, that God 
fhould give them his broken Sonne, that. they bid him take him 
backe to himfelfe, for they care not forhim: nay, they give him 
backe with a mocking of God, and fay, they offer himanunbloudy 


_Chrift and unbroken : whereas its fure, if the Lord lefts had done 


fo, he had blafphemed and not fatisfied, Curfed be all new offering 
of a Chrift, as a propitiatory Sacrifice to God ; or 
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_mentand growing in faith, and grace in @hri 
_ fers thefe under the lively fignes of the Lord Iefus himfelfe,and not 
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own,or by an Angels, or Saints Prayers, as by a Chrift unbroken & 
unbloudy. A Chrifl neither broken nor bloudy, is an Idoll, nothing 
in the world, neither meete to {atisfie, nor to nourifh, So that, for- 


afmuch as the Church of Romes~Sacramentis a Chrift no Chrift, 


‘no price, no pardon, no peace, reconciliation, or eternall life, is to 


be found there : Wee befeech God for ever to deliver us from her, 
and our felves depart from her as a farall enemy and deftroyer of 


the Sacrament of the Supper, 


Secondly, This teacheth both Minifter and people, to bring with 
them pure hands and holy bodies and {pirits, when they touch, 
breake, powre out,take and eate thefe pretious myfteries; For what 


communion can be betweene light and aarkeneffe, Chrift and Belial ? 


The very Sacramentall acts alone, require holineffe ofall that thus 
draw neere unto God, leaft he be revenged of their profaning his 
Ordinance : And how carefull fhould the Minifter be himfelfe to 
act this breaking, and powring out, not leaving it to another : {ince 
thereby the voluntary Act of the Lord !efus 1s obfcured : hee him- 
felfe {till freely giving himfelfe by the onely hand of his deputed 


Minifter 


Thirdly,and efpecia!ly, let it be exhortation to all Chrifts people, 


to acknowledge the admirable wifedome of this his ordaining the Exhort.to di 
Sacrament for usin fo lively a manner, and under fiach powerfull verte chings: 


fignification, 1 hat whereas we come to the ren 8 for our nourifh- 
: Lo, the Lord of- 


onely fo, but crucified and broken & powred out for us, even meet 


3 nourifhment, meetto bea prehended by us in the act of his fuffe- 


ring, to fecure us of our jultification by removing of wrath; in the 
act of his preparedneffe to nourifh us, by cutting himfelfe out into 


‘Chrift without bloud, Thou thalt as foone fatisfie wrath by thy 


Vie 2. 


Vfe3, 


morfels forus? Oh! what life and fappe isthere ina Sacrament, 


{o offered to a poore foule, as crucifying Chrift before our eyes,and 

giving him fo, into our hands? What thankes fhould this draw 
om.us? If E/ay, Chap.63 .1.could inthe meditation of this p 

{fo many hundred yeares ae ravifh his heart, how much more 


we? How fhould the inftrurhents of our foules peace with God, 
and welfare in him, caufe us tocry out as hedid, Who is hee that’ 


commeth up from hes red garmentt, befprinkled with the 


wrath of God upon forte and body, by agunies, defertions, ontéries, 
and dolowrs incomprehenfible ander that juftice and wrath, the wine 
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pre(fe and fierceeffe whereof he trod? And although hee thereby was 
fie-h a to het ‘he fo trod out that wrath that it thall ne- 
leeving foule ; Oh ! not onely to thinke of © 
farre off, but to behold the very thing inthe Sa- 
owred out bloudy Sacrifice, made ready to 
our hand, both to forgive, refrefh,and revive the aflurance ofboth — 
to our foules, what thanks and joy fhould itbreed in us ? How 


this (as did 


Should ie maegnifie the power of the death of our Lord Iefus in us ? 


Vie 4, 
02, 


Exod.13,8. 


Gen. 4.10, 


Hee himfelfe was wholy taken up in the joy of it (as bitter as ir 


£2.24,25 Was )and fhall not we ? Reade 74,12. 24.3.5 when fome Greeke 


Profelites preafled to have a fight ofhim two or three dayes ere his 
fintfering, he pulls them tot ehold him dead, not alive : Except the 
wheate corne fall and dic, it abides alone : If Ibe lifted up, I will 
draw alluntome ; meaning by the word and Sacraments of this. 
Paffion. And fhall not thefe ravifh us much more ? 
Fourthly , what compaffion and fhould this fight 
worke in us? Reade Zech.12.10, They fhall [ee him whom they have 
pierced, and mourno, and be in bitterneffe, as onc, for bis onely Sonne, 
I exhort none to whipthemfelves for Chrift, (for woe be to fuch 
as mourne for him whom they fhould rejoyce in, ) No, no, weepe 
for your felves. Come cate this Pafleover with fowre herbes, and . 
behold your felves in the Sacrament, who brake, rent, and powred 


out the heart-bloud of the Lord lefus to the earth. Truly, if thou 


be not fenfible of this thy finne, and broken for breaking the Lord 
thou arta to this e46e/, and his bloud fhal cry for 
again{t thee. Hearken to the voyce of Iultice, crying our, 

ither rend this finfull curfed foule in pieces for her hypocrifie, in- 
fidelitie, profanenefle ; or teare the flefh of thy Son for him. Aske, — 
oh Lord !why fhould not I have beene tornd and broken rather for 
my owne fine ? But thou halt laid the iniquitie of mee upon him: 
Oh ! how I am {tung for the caufe ? Therefore I mourne, not be- 
caufe thou did {pare me, and lay my guiltupon him, but becaufeT — 
was that fpeare, thoie nailes that bake his holy hands andfides, 


Oh! How few come into the Congregation thus abafed ? Behold 


thy owne jut deftinie in the broken body of Chrift, and mourne. 
Oh, thus my pride, hollowneffe, worldlinefle had handled me, if 
the Lord Iefus had not ftept in | Moderate that frothy lightneffe of 
{pirit, which beholds Chrift in the Sacrament,as an objec ofall joy 
and mirth, Oh { Let it be thy fadneffe firft, and thy gladneffe after. 
If the fight of a Page being beaten for a Prince, will caufe the Prince 
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to mourne, and {ee his errour in the Pa ftrokes : what fhall the 
Page doe then when he fees the Prince {mitten for his prankes?Oht — 


~ fuchabroken heart would make Chrift fweet in the Sacrament, 


-fucha mourning would bring joy. For why? As thou fhouldeft 


_ have fuftered unfatisfyin ly, except Chrift had fatisfied: So, he ha- 


ving freely broken himfelfe for thee, hath prevented thy breaking; 

and canfed thee to bleffe him, and fay, Oh ! becaufe thou haftdeli- _ 
 vered me from this anguifh, I will take up the cup offalvationand _ 
praife thee: Thou ftepit in, Oh Lord ( when Angells durft not) be- 

eestor wrath and my foule, that the {nare being broken I might _ 

efcape. ; 

Serehchly, concurre therefore by faith with this broken Lord Ie- ¥/¢ 7+ 
fus in the Sacrament ; firft, behold the order of it, then the aét it 
felfe, For the firft, Remember, that all true right to the Lord Iefus Twothin 


his nourifhment to thy foule, in renewed grace, Spirit of prayer, of | Order 


uprightnes, watchfylnes,bearing the Croffe well, iffues from thy 
renewing of faith in his reconciliation and forgiveneffe. If thou 
have loft thy peace by an ill confcience, beavare thou come not firlt 
to the Sacrament to fetch {trength to returne to thy former courfe 
of walking with God, till firft thy pardon and peace be renewed ; 
that were to foder, not to mend thy breach: yea, it were to dawbe 
with untemrered morter. Chriftis firft broken as a fatisher of 
wrath ; and then asa nourifher ofa poore emptie foule, - 
Touching the fecond, Learne to apply the Lord Iefus broken in : A&, 

the Sacrament for thee, ina conficent manner. If he havebeene. 
really thine, broken for thy renewed pardon, yea, the oftner the 


better ; lay thy foule in the clift of this Rocke, get thy felfe into his E*4-33> 


wounds, and lie in his fides, and thence fhalt thou draw nourifh- 
ment to fultaine thee, whence thou drewelt ftrength to make thy 


. This broken Chrift, his bloud, his powring out, containes 


oth thy peace and thy grace; and by an infeparable union of the 
Spirit is given for both, Leflethan the bloud of Chrift dead upon. 
the Crofie could not fave thee; and lefle, than it can not reftoreany 
grace of his Spirit decaied in thee, as the Spirit of prayer, watch-- 


Ing, fobernefie, heavenlinefle of heart. Butif the Sacramenthave 


revived the one, feare not, the other will follow. There is a knot of 
unions in Sacrameutall broken Chrift; get one, and get bogh : faith 


will teach thee how to get both; and doth fweetly clafpe with 


Chrift for welfare in both. Touching the fubftance of which, I 
{peake leffe here, becaufe I fhall handle itinthe fecondgenerall — 
head of the grace offered inthis Sacrament. Only 
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Efay 61,3, 


Vie 8 


The Defcription of the Lords Supper, Part.y. 
Onely this one thing I adde here, that the broken body and bloud 
powred out of Chrift, is offered thee in this Supper, to nourith thy 
faith in Chrift crucified, afficted, wounded for thee ; that hereby 
thou mightft draw ftrength from his Paffion, to fufter and over- 
come in him, or for him whatfoever the Lord fhall thinke pod to 
lay upon thee : whatfoever then thy Crofle be, efpecially if bitter, _ 
wearifome, unufuall, darke and tedious to be borne : come to the 
fountaine of patience and victory, the Lord !efus broke for thee : 


- He hath overcome the chiefe dint of all crofles, in taking the fire, 


wrath, and fting of finne, out of thy confcience ; and this is one 
maine helpeto fettle a reftleffe heartunder deepe affi@ion ; that 
Chrift broken hath taken away guilt, and brought pardon and 
peace, And fecondly, having fo done, hee hath overcome the force 
of the Croffle, and hath brought patience, ielfe-deniall,calmeneffe, 
humbleneffe under the fame into thee; fo that in him thou fhalt be 


upholden, endure, and beare thy yoke, not murmour, notthinke _ 


long, not ufe fhifts ; but by the promife fealed by the Sacrament, 
beleeve the Lord will in due featon give thee beauty for afhes, and 
the fweet fiuit of righteoufnefle and patience, more {fweet, than 
the trouble was grievous. Thefe the Sacrament doth confirme and 
fertie the foule in daily, if Chrift broken be wifely applied and put 
on by faith, To conclude all, I fay, if the Lord Iefus Sacramentall, 
bea broken Chrift, forallufes. 
Eightly, how curfedis the condition of all (uch receivers, as are 
te to feeke of him inany benefit of his Sacrifice and Croffe, Oh! 
how fearefull is the Sacrament to all {ch as never underftood the 
Dodtrine of Chrift broken? How fhall they be the better for the 
Sapper ? Oh! what terror fhould it worke in {uch confciences as 
can not by experience {peake one word to their foule of the benefit 
of Chriftin either ? Surely if the Lord !efus broken were never gi- 
ven them ; no other benefit of his Adoption, or San@tification, ei- 
ther in grace and glory canbetheirs. And by confequent, that ful- 
nefle of Chrift which here is exhibited to the faithfuil, to fave and 
refreth them, becomes by their unbeleefe as unfruitfull to their 
foules, as if Chrift had never died nor Sacrament ever beene offe- _ 
red them, For they are ftill the fame,neither good day mends them, 


_ nor bad payres them, for any on or grace that ever Chriftbro- — 
_ken could yet helpe them wit 


ll. But for the third Act, thus much, 

Now the fourth and laft minifteriall at of the Supper, is the diftri- 
bution of itto the people, with a charging them to foro" as 
om 
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 themfelves of them, but dealt out both Bread and Cup to each of 


each difcipie immediatly ; but that reaching ont the feverall mor- 
fels, he gave perfonally to them who were ncereft,and fo by them, 

heconveied it to the remoteft fitter, till all were ferved, And this 
doth particularly mention, and fo the other, and 1 22.2, 


Now in this laft a@, Iconfider two things, Firft, perfonall. Se- Twothings 


Elements to each receiver, is the hand of the Father, applying the For perfonaih 


as he is to anfwer for himfelfe to God : fo in the former refpeét he 


dy : and fo calls God our Father, and « hrift our Chrift, feeing he. 
_ hath no right to any Chrift, fave in the Communion of Saints : By 


grace for himfelfe, fo hee calls God my ather, and Chrift 
or as the Church receives him; but comes to receive him for him- | 

_ nity, becaufeabranch cut off fromthe ftocke is but dead; ‘and the 

of Chrift Sacramentall is not giventoa member, but to'thé 


_ of many graines one loafe is framed, and whole Chriffis’givento 
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from God, For its exprefly added, that our Saviour having taken, The diftribu- 
bleffed and broken the Elements, did give them himfelfe to his “8: 
Difciples.He called them not about him,and fuffered them to ferve . 


them, and fuftaining a double perfon both of the divider,and of the 
thing divided, charged them each andall to receive and apply = 
them, as the offer of God, And to fay truth, to whatendfervedthe 
former atts, fave for this laft? | ouching the feverall diftribution of 
Chrift, | doe not thinke that he did feverally give it to the perfon of 


he did, not onely in the Bread but in the Cup alfo, as Saint Lake ee 
Cor 11,216 


prefleth. 


condly, peculiar application of the Sacrament. For the former, hee here. 
would intimate thus much, that the Minifter in hisreaching outthé =I 


Chrift of the whole Church, to fuch a man, and fuch a woman in *PPlcaton- 
perfon, And as each communicant fuftaines a double perfon, either ry 
of memberfhip as he is belonging to the whole body, or-of perfon, - 


communicates no other Chrift than the Chrift and head of the bo- 


vertue of which, he approves himfel‘e to be a trne member of the 
body, claiming no right to Chrift otherwife than the Chrift of his 
whole militant Church. But in the fecond refpect, as each perfon or - 
beleeving receiver, ftands in his owne place,and receives fpeciall 


Chrift : and therefore: comes not to receive any implicite Chrift, 
felfe in perfon, for his owne pardon, aflurance, peace, fupport : and: | | 
fo his own as no mans elfe, Each‘ hriftian hath Chriftinacommu-. ~ 


| 
Tohn $364, 


y, that fo it may aptly and fitly be derived out into portions, As * Co1°, 17, 


the whole body fo. alfo. of this loafe' the Lord cuts out here‘one 
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morfell, there another, for each members feverall ufe, whichper- 
| haps is notanothers, The arme in the body hath no nourifimene 
Rom. 11.17. fave inthe body, thatit might learne to abide in the body, and to 
neede it as a fellowfeeling member. Howbeit, the nourifhment of 
the arme in {peciall, is not the foots, nor the thighes,but its owne, 
Secondly, in this diftribution of the Sacrament, our Lord Iefus 
‘aymes at peculiarneffe : and teacheth us, that when the Minifter 
reaches out the Elements to this perfon and torhat, hee doth nor 
onely prefent a common Chrift to become my Chrift;hedothnor 
onely make him my Lord and my God, andlay himin my lap, for 
‘ my reconciliation and life : but alfo he doth inake him mine pecu- 
liarly, forthe granting of fuch graces, and fupplying fuch wants - 
i as I in particular finde in my felfe : without which it fhould not a-- 
vaile me that he fupplies the wants ofothers. And thus Chrift Sa- 
cramentall,is no common Chrift, (though a Chrift of Community). 
buta peculiar and fpeciall Chrift cut out, divided and proportio- 
ned for each foules neceffitie : as many lines are equally crawne 
from one center, to each part of the orbe and wheele thereof. he 
‘The cround . 10 Make this point cleare, confider the ground of it: The Lord 
hee Tefus why is the ( Demen/um) or portion of the Church, is alfo his _ 
~ owne fteward to divide and deale out himfelfe as the dole of the 
Prov.27, 23; Church, and ofeach of his houfhold, Sadomon, Prov.27. faith to 
all Mafters of Families, Looke diligently to the {tate of thy flockes — 
and heards:Provide hay & ftover for them, that thou maift there-_ 
by have fuftenance for thy children, and maydens. Doth the Lord 
take care for cattell, or for the bodies of rAen and their families ? 
ina. oa! How much more thenis hee carefull for his owne fonnes and | 
: Gaughters, that they lacke not ? If hee be worfe than an InSdell, 
ere. who provides not for his family, what fhould the Lord be, ifhee 
Luke12.42. fhould negle& thofe of his'houfhold? Nay further, reade Luke 
12.42. {peaking of his Minifters he faith, Who is a wife and faith- 
full fteward, whom the Lord may fet over his houfe, that he may | 
_ give them their due portion in feafon ? The anfwer is, that Chrilt 
:Cor.6,1. Ishe all Minilters are under-officers, but he is above 
Ficb.3,5:6 ter, Paul; he is faithfull as a fonne, not a fervant ; who then but | 
he fhould doe it ? who is all in all in the houfe of God the great Q 
1 Sam.1214 Bing, as David in Sau/s, 1 Sam, 22.14. Itishethat provideth for 


Wa 
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Peculiar, 


: the weake and fieke ones, for the {trong and haile, for infants, for 
Heb. 3,2,5, growneones: ifit be required of each fteward, that he be faich- 
full, how much more of him? Heb.3.2,5. 1 (or, 4.2. He apt 
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what he will as his Fathers fteward ; officers are as they are, mutt 
do as they can,but he as he lift; well may he Ke trufted for faithful- 
neffe in all the houfe or Church of God : having ftored up in him- 


{elfe all gifts and treafures, and being the wifedome of the Father — 


to divide them to all and each as he needs it, knowing them by 


~pame, and their needs ; and knowing what, how much,and what 


will beft fir them : and wanting no tendernefle to attend his wife-- 
dom.Far be it from him to give fome all,fome never a whit, for he 
is juft : or to give fome the portion of others, for he is wife ; orto 
ive to the ftrongeft, and overfee the tatherlefle and weake, for he 
is tender and in all three faithfull, even Gods right hand to deale 
as God himfelfe would doe, if prefent. As it was he who firft did 
take off our yoake, and lay meate before us: {0 it is he who main-. 
taines us at his coft, givesus our daily bread, in word and Sacra-. 


ment, till we neede it no more, Hoe, 11,12, Yea he himfelfe is Hof11,125 
our foode and ordinary, which no {teward can be, as in the 


generall {hall appeare. 

~ For the ufe hereof, firft irs confutation of Popery, who (as I oft 
have noted) make Chrift the wor/t(to fpeake with reverence )and 
moft bafe, unfaithfull and foolifh teward in the world; to pullia- 
way the Cup from his people, and to defraud them of that full 
nourifhment which both. his Father allowes them, and himfelfe 
was broken and fhed his bloud to become, And whereas they ca- 


vill thus, that Chrilt gave onely to Minifters, to no lay men, and 


fo they dce : but as for the people (by whom there‘s perill of fpil- 


ling) they doe it not, for honour of the Sacrament. Ye hypocrites 


_ who ftreine at Gnats and {wallow Camels,how can yebe fecured 


that the wine will not be fpilt ina Minifters drinking it ?Or who 


taught yee that the Church ferves for the Elements, and not they 
rather for the Church? Cares Chrift for dropps of wine more than 


the foules of his people ? Is it more with him that-wine {pill, or 
the foule perifh ? Againe, where learneye to expound the-words 
of Chrift (Eate yee, drinke yee all) exclufively > Doth he not fay, 
J am with you to the worlds end? Doe the A poltles live for ever? 
Saith he, doe this as oft as yee doe. it, till I come ? Tell mel pray, 
by the fame reafon why may any fave the Minifter take the bread? 


_ Isthere any provifo for them ?' No, no; hee fpake heare as elfe- 
_ where, inthe perfons of Minifters to all beleevers, as‘in' Joh, 17. 
exprefleth, /pray nor for the/eonely, but for allthat beleeve, 
Secondly, this point teachesthe Minifter of Chrift to sey 
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himfelfe that he ufurpe nor Chrifts roome in this act, nor come to 
divide that Lord Iefus Sacramentall, whom he cares not to divide 
and reach out in doctrine to the people. If -Chrilt had fo done, 
what had his giving of the Elements beene but a dumbe Pageant : 
whereas if it were the care of Gods ftewards td confider, that 
looke what they doe atthe Sacrament, they doe onely tn relation 
to their Miniftry : how wile, ftudious, and faithfull’ would they 
be in that other cutting of the word,and giving it duly to the peo- 
ple, by fpeciall obférving, applying and dealing out to each hearer 
his portion ? How would they ftuate the people in themfelves ? 
Learne to difference betweere the portion of novices and 
{trong ones, of ignorant and skil‘ull, ofhappy and cheerefull {pi- 


rits, of the fallen or ftanding ? framing the uniforme truth of God 


tothe text in hand, and the text and ufe of it, tothe occafion of 
their people ? Thar fo Gods Spirit might not feeme ttreightned ; 
and for eafe,careletinefle and forme feeme to eate up all power and 
| {pirit in men, cauling people to mifapply truthes, fo deluding 
themielves, | 


Thirdly, whata fiveet ground of inftruétion is rhistoall, to. 


magnifie Chriit Sacramentall, in the wifedome of his {teward- 


{hip ? To a‘cribe his due honour to him, in feeing and ferving the’ 


Wants and turnes of, nor congregations, but particular beleevers ? 


Wharmember is there of a grear noble mans houfe, whofe eye is 


not fer.upon the iteward of the houfe ? from him they have their 
meate, their phyficke, their cloathes, their lodgings, their wages, 


each one his portion; therefore of ail others, he is the chiefe ob-_ 


jet ofhongut, if faithtull, Oh! couldit thou fee the molt curious 
wiledomeof thy Lord Jefus thy ite vard, in the ditpenfing of Sa- 
cramentall.graces,neithes fuperfiuouflyjnor nigeardly; neither the 
apparell of che growne to the yong,nor Phyficke in ltead of foode, 


nor {trong meate in itead of inilke, not any of thefe out of feafon, | 


when,the foule is palt and {tarven: but thefe fully, juftly, 
wilely, andalkin feafon vyertoall, forhar the number 
of his peopic wearies net his difpeniation. Oh ! how would it ra- 
vith thee | Itsthe ignorance of the {lewards excellency, which 


inakes him. {0 Little fer by.’ Men make u‘e of him for every thing, © 


and honour hia for nothing,, and indeede rather cozen themfelves 
of him, than of his due.Nione of bis graces {esve'onely for a dumbe 
fhew, but for afe ; Confider what a fteward thow halt, who ats 
out humielfe for thee ; beimg made of the Father tothis end. 16 
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he who is the difpenfer of the manifold graces of God; yea fodoth 
he parcell thein out to thee, that he was pleafed himfelfe: fa par- 
take them : He would be baptized himfelfe,would eate and. drinke 
the Supper himfelfe, chat he might fanétifiehis Minifter to-dittri- 


bute, and his people to receive this nourifhment; that he might by 


his owne holy dividing, eating and drinking, cover all the defeéts 
of his Church in both, and incourage them to come unto him,even 
in their preparations, Alas! nothimifelfe was the better 
for thefe, but in ali his Churches welfare, he is refrefhed as in his 
owne : and when hecan make us accepted in himfelfe, and well- 


he hath his cefire. 


ger, belceve, may come andte eafed, refrefhed. But the Sacra- 


ment is the Afuseption, and addes, But thon art that party : To 


thee I ofter thefe good things, take thou, eate, drinke thon :-thou 


_poore féule fearefull to apply the promife, I fpeake to thee, its thy 


portion(although thou wilt not acknowledge it)I know thee to be 
fuch an ore, I come now to thy doore and lay this refrefhing unto 
thee, take it, its thine : Many poote foules cavill againft the pro-. 


_mife,and fay,if ] were named as the party to‘whom the Lord 
telonged,I durft,but alas thow dare [Phow many fep inkefore me? 


Indeede to the Church thefe things belong in generall, but in fo 


| greata number of men, how eafily is {uch a poore wretchas I trod — 


downe ? No, no, the Sacrament is the hand of Chrift thy feward, 


feeing thee, fingling out thee, looking downe for fuch as are bro- 


ken, empty, bafe, and fatherlefie, that he may be ftrong with all 


fuch {and now in {peciall to thee he faith, Thou art this thirity be- 
_leeving foule, apply the promife to thy felfe, Joh», Thomas, fucha 
_ man or woman : for ina manner the Sacrament fupplies the defect 


of the word, both in perfonall and peculiar application, It tells 
thee thy name 1s written in heaven:it gives thee aticket in {pecial] 
from God, to fecure thee to be his : and as it offers whole Chrift to 
the Communion of Saints, foit feveralls out thee-and tells thee 
that thou are not forgotten among the reft; but cothee the Lord 
lefus broken belongs. Thou feeft not the parcell of bread and wine, 
more perfonally offred tothy hand, than Chrift to thy foulé, So 
that as by vertue of general] Chrift thou denieft thy felfe; and 
prayelt, Our Father, give ms this day ony daily bread, forgive br 


Fourthly, this fhould 1» forme us of the excellency of the Sacra- 77 4, 
ment, and how itaddes a Lieiling to the promife.! or the promife 
amakes the propofition ofa Chrittrans comfort; All that thirft, hun-_ 
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223  TheDefcription ofthe Lords Supper, and Party 
leade not usinte tentations that is, compft thy felfeto ferve onely 
for the ufe of the body : fo by vertue of Chrift cut out and divided — 
to thee, thou fayft, Ibeleeve in God : Ibeleeve in Chrift:Ibeleeve 
in the holy Ghoft : Ibeleeve my felfe to be the Lords, and faftenfo _ 
upon Chrift, not as every beleevers but mine owne in fpeciall, to . 
pardon, to fave me, asif I were the onely perfon, And not onely . 
thus, burafter this ANumption,comesina Conclufion, Therefore 
Chrifts benefits are thine, all his graces, his enablements for doing, 
for fuftering,{up ly of thy ignorance,releefe of thy forgetfulneste, 
wandrings, earthlineffe, &c. I fay Chrift is peculiarly thine with 
all his nourifhment ofeternall life, Learneto make this ufe of the 
_ Fiftly, its inftruction to the people to ground their hearts duly in 
the efteeme of the Minifter of God. He isinthis difpenfation of 
Chrift both in word and Sacrament,the true arbiter or middle man - 

convey from God to them,the Lord Iefus in all his good things: 
and the returner backe againe from them to the Lord,the Calves. of 

their lips, their renued thankes, affections, covenant and obedi- 
ence : Surely they fhould behold him as an object of fingular love - 
and efteeme for his workes fake. How oft fhould they mufe - 
withthemfelves ? Ohfingular favour, thatthe Lord fhouldtreate 7 

_withus by entercourfe of his Minifter,allow him in his ftead to di- li 
vide Chrift to us in W ord and Sacrament,to reach us out our pecu- 
liar portions as our fteward wifely and tenderly : to {peake to my 
heart aptly, pertinently, and then to apply it by the Sacrament ? 


trom dne honour : when people fee nothing in them tending to 
this mediation, no tenderneffe to their foules, no love, but feeking = | 
theis owne ends, polluting the Ordinances both b admitting the 1 
worlt, difmaying the belt, difcouraging the and defiling 
themfelves : Oh! how fhould this procure them honour? But_ 

doubtleffe ifas Shepheards they would take the weake fheepe on 

their fhoulders, and be all in all for Chrift, dividing him in Word 
and Supper aright, what efteeme would follow them, andthevi- 
le(t not dare to open mouth againft them? | 
Reproofein  >JXtly, this is teproofe of the people in divers refpects, firft, their | 
thee refpegs, CAVilling, {¢condly, their unprofitableneffe ; thirdly their 


more {pecially , to feparate the precious from the vile, to bring a 
perfonall promife home to thee, a peculiar fupply of thy wants ! 

~ Oh! how fhonid the feete of fuch be beaurifull ? The truth is, I 
grant, the unfaithfulneffe of fome, is the caufe, which holds them 
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FChrift Sacramental. For the firft, how doe men grudgé againft 
Chrift and the portion of others ? Carve for ? Oh tif 
{uch or fuch were prefent, here were for them; for they are 
thus and thus, techy, worldly | As Peter,/eb, 22. asked Chrift, 
What foall this man doe? But what haft thou to doe with the portion 


of another ? Looke thou to thine owne ? Doe not cavill I fay, Oh, 
fiuch can carry fuch and fuch gifts as I cannot attaine Why? 
O 


hath not the Lord for thee as well as them ? But thou feekeft ano- 


ther mans {upply, not thy owne, Ase46/alex fought to governe, 


when he fhould have beene fubjeé : fo, thou commett for the gifts 
of fuchand fuch, but no fupply of thy owne wants. W hat fhould 


the hand dee with the gift of theihead ? or the foote of the hand ? 


Keepe within thy bounds, covet the fpeciall portion of thy foule : 
come to Chrift divided to thee, if that will not fatisfie thee, thou 
artno member. Perhaps if thou hadft anothers portion it would 
pride thee ! Caft away envy, and get faith, and Chrift hath for thee 


as wellas him. 


~ Secondly, it taxeth the unfruitfull receiving of many, who come 
for f{upply oftheir wants : but they are ftillto feeke from Sacra- 
ment, to Sacrament, and ftillareas full of their wants as ever. 
They faften not upon Chrift their divided portion, but reft in their 
complaints, laying outno money for bread, They come and goe 


- daily as naked as ever, as if Chrift were cut out and given there to 


have their cuftoime daily,and heare of their wants and needs, but to 
be a fupply ofnone, Muchlike thofe who wanting any implement 
in their houfe, let all neighbours know their wants, and feeke to 


borrow, but wantcredit, and want ftill, Oh! its fearefull thus to 
profane Chrift offred asa {upply of every foules wants. If thine be 


{till unfupplied, what fruit haft thou reaped by receiving, or how 
can thy heart geft fatisfied any more than he who dreames of trea- 

fures, and when he awaketh is empty ? ) | 
Thirdly, the diftruft of many is to be rebuked fharpely, whoare 
not convicted of thisufe ofthe Sactament, but remaine incredu- 
lous, comming to it as aftrange thing, knowing no fuch thing, as 
that Chrift divided into portions isthere ? Oh! the ignorance and 
infidelity of moft receivers is great in this ! Nothing 18 fo formal], 
fulfome a thing with them as the Sacrament, which yet is the real- 
left bleffing under the Sunne, even the Lord Iefus in ‘his peculiar 
diftribution and fupply of all his peoples wants, Ohtifthou knewht 
the gift of God, how fhould thefe {cales fall from thiné eyes, and 
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_ doétrine ofthe Supper. Here then let foure queftions be open 


130 of the grace of Chrift in the 


{o fhold the hearefay of a Sacrament be to thee, Thou wouldft ab- 
horre thy felfe for thy blinde, bafe, and fulfome receivings, more 
than for thy fiwearing and drunkennefle, To thefe I fhould adde 
the laft ufe of exhortation to the Lords people, to get felfedeniall, 
and the fence of their owne wants : and therewith to bring fpe- 


ciall faith to take our this portion to themfelves. But I referve 
both thefe to their feverall roomes, if God will, hereafter. So 


much therefore be fpoken of this firft generall, ##. the acts of the 


Minifter in the fupper, Now followeth the two of the people, in 


receiving. 
minifteriall charge which the Lord Iefus himfelfe ar firft, and the 
Minifter in his Name continually doth lay upon them, the which 
are, Virft, taking or receiving.Secondly, eating,enjoying and pof- 


{effing the comfort of thefe good things. Concerning the which, 


although in eoherence to the former, it were not amiffe here to 

_treate ofthem : yet, confidering they cannot be well underftood, 
till the next gencrall have been handled,to wit the grace of Chrift 
offered in the Supper,(for how fhould an act be underftood till the 
objet about which it is occupied, be conceived ? ) Firft therefore 
of that in the next Chapter, and then of thefe two after by way of 
ic of the doctrine, (if God will)fhall more feafonably be fpoken 
in the eighth Chapter following. 


Of the fecond part of the defcription, viz, Phe 
grace of the Supper. 


WIPE come now tothe fecond gemerall in the defcription of 
Ex the Supper, to wit the grace of Chrift offered therein to 


Ke\YVaye the beleever : and that is whole Chrifts body and bloud 


~ for {piritnall nourifhment of life once received. The di- 


{tinct underftanding of which 
one of the maine points in this defcription,and give us light in a 
ed. 
Firlt, how the grace of the Supper is conveighed into the — 

| | ment: 


Part.r? 
how fhouldft thou behold the Supper of Chrift? As lehojakin lifted 
up from prifon to the daily portion ofthe King of Babells meate, 


The Acts of the people in receiving are two, all futable to the 


int in the branches, will proove | 
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Cuar.7. Sacrament ofthe Lords Supper: 


mént ? Secondly, how comes it ‘to paffe that Chrift Iefus is our 
{pirituall {upport in grace, as well as our bein and regeneration? 
Thirdly, how comes Chrilt to be propounde tous as our Sacra- 
mentall Suppert, or foode? Fourthly, wherein confilts it ? For 
the firtt queftion, I muft anfwer it by fome fteps or degrees, Ob- 
ferve then, that firft, irs the good pleafure of God the Father to 


~— fele& out unto himfelfe {uch a number of people (from the com- 


mon maffe ) whom he will beftow himfelfe upon, and his Image 
in grace and glory : whomhe will make his beloved, be knowne 
in, and fet his markeupon, both by pardoning them, and fan¢ti- 
ying them, to ke his owne peculiar, Secondly, fince he will have 


-fucha number to te his, looke what life of his he hath once given 


them, and what eftate of grace he hath called themunto,the fame 
grace he mutt fuftaine, continue in them and keep them there- 
in, from finking, or lofing that which he hath vouchfafed them : 
which cannot be except he doe f{piritually nourifh them, as he firft 
{piritually bred them. 


' Thirdly, looke by what meanes he firft thought meete in his di- 


vine wifedome to communicate his life unto them : by the fame 
he muft convey the maintaining power thereof in them ; for as 


much as by the fame rhings whereof we confift, we are alfo nou- 
rifhed. If then the Lord le{us were the Mediator of life at the firft 
to them, affording himfelf'to be feed,andbegetting unto them;then 
the fame Lord Iefus muft become alfo foode of this life, to cherifh 


it, to repaire it, to fupply the wants of it,to redreffe the decayes of 


it, and to uphold the frame of it inthem. If God thought it good 


not to betruft them with this fecond life of grace, as he did Adam 


with that firft of creation: and therefore hath put over the cuftody 


_of that life and the fupply of nourifhment tending thereunto, into 


the hands of the Lord Iefus,that fo it might never faile nor wanze 
away any more: Then furely it behooves that the Lerd Iefus be as 


& 


well the keeper of this life, and the nourifhment thereof, as hee 


é a 


was at the firft the breeder thereof. Fourthly, the Father to this 


end muft really convey into the perfon of Chrift all fuch power 


and verue, as may enable him to be the life agd nourifhment of his 
members : and therefore he muft fill him with himfelfe bodily,and 
make him the treafury of all graces, wifedome, righteou‘neffe, 
fantification and redemption : all good things neceffary for the 
making of fuch as are not his to become his : and fuch as are his, 
more his,or his in a more ful and affured maner,to profper,grows 

and 
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ment. 
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and thrive in him unto perfection, Fiftly, hee muft alfo qualifie 
the Lord Iefus with the gift of conveying this holy nature of his, 
and-this bleffed nourifhment of his unto his people: and this he 
doth not only by the union of fleth with God, but efpecially by 
the death and fatisfation of Chrift,by which as by a wide dore,he 


opened rhe treafure of life and nourifhment which was in him,and_ ‘ 


merited that the lifeof grace in forgiveneffe and holinefle might | 
be theirs, and that himfelfe in his flefh and bloud, broken and 
powred out, might be a moft effectual feede of lite, and foode of 
life, to fupport them. 
Sixtly, to this end, he hath the authority to fend forth the word 
of reconciliatidn, and of nourifhment unto his people, and as by 
the power of vocation, to call them from death to life, thar all 
who heare the voyce of God might live ; fo alfo to create in their 
foules by that word of his, the gift of farth, to pullthem to him- 
felfe, to unite them to himfelfe, and to convey his owne {pirituall 
life by this union of faith unto them: caufing his bleffed Spirit to 
concurre fo with the word, as to fettle it upon them: and havin 
{o done, to give them this priviledge, that they fhall as truely be 
maintained at his colt, be kept inhis name, be upheld in grace, | 
profper init, be defended againtt all enemies within or with- 
out, Which might impeach this their welfare, growth, fruit- 
fulneffe and perfeverance, as ever he bred life in them at the firft, 
Seventhly, and laftly, they receive by this priviledge, as true right 
to claime,plead-for,and expe the Lord Icfus to be their nourifh- 
- ment,as the poore dumbe creature by the inftin& of ‘nature being 
’ brought forth, runnes to the Damme for milke. Or as the Infant 
comming forth of that wombe which gave it life, cries for the 
breft of the fame mother, and pleades to be nourifhed by her. B 
thefe fteps it may be conceived in generall, how the Lord Jefus 1s 
mnade of the Father, the true toode of his members, ; 
But as yet here is nothing of Chrift our Sacramentall nourifh- 
ment: Vnderf{tand therefore the Sacrament to ftand in relation to’ 
_ the word of promife, wherein Chrift is made the poore foules 
owne,to teede her.As I noted in Baptifme,fo here againe obferve, 
.Chrift in the promife, and Chrift in the Supper differ not, fave in 
the manner and degree of exhibiting him our nourifhment: Looke 
then what the Spirit of the promife workes for the foule, thar it 
much more worketh by the Sacrament, Take fome inftances. Firft, 


me promics. jr prefents the foule of every one truely bred, with thofe choife 


promifes 
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cie, for varietie and delight, for fafetie, for durableneffe. In P/a/, Plal,23.3, 
~ 23. he leades her as a fhepheard into his paftures, {treames, folds ; 


her husband to marry himfelfe to her and bettow all at once upon 


deede, and his bloud drinke indeede : And plainely faith, They 


this ss the Cup of the new Teftament in my blond ? Againe, 


_ he cleave to her asa feeder,as a father,a nurfe,a {upply, fhe cannot felfe. 


Cuar.7. Sacrament ofthe Lords Supper, - 133 


promifes of Chrift her nourifhment, fearching them out of each 
corner. Tells her, E/a.25.That the Lord makes her a feaft upon the Efay 15,7 
mountaines, of tat things, of wines refined and pure; and the di- 
fhes of the feaft are, Chrift in his graces, plucking away the veile 
of darkeneffe ,remooving death and feare, joy and peace, 
Efay § 5.2. he offers him in all kinds of rhings ufefull and nourifh- Efay 55,2, 
ing, wine, hony, oyle : bids her eate good things and delight her | 
felf in fatnefle.In Pre.g.he invites her to his feaft & provifion of all Prov-9. x, 
choife dainties, not for neceffity onely, but for fulnefle, for delica- a 


euards her againit dangers and death, annoints her head with 
bale, and fills full her cup, In the (aaricles, hee makes himfelfe Cant. 4.13. 


her : his garments f{mell of mirrhe, Cinamon and Caffia. In P/a/, Pfal 84, i, 
4. he denies her nothing that is good for her, either for light or - 
efence : in thofe Parables hee makes her a feaft, brings out the Luke 195230 

Calfe. In /e42 6. tells her, his flefh is not onely life, but meate in- lohn 6.55, 


that live in him fhall abidein him, and out of their belly thall 
{pring up waters of life : they that eate him fhall not die, but live : 
for ever, In Reve/,3, he offers himfelfe to her in all refpects; Attire Revel, 3,18. 
for nakedneffe, gold for poverty, eye-falve for blindneffe, him- 
felfe a fupply ofall neceffities, 

How much more then doth he leade her to this great Sacramen- | 
tall promife mentioned in the Text, This 2s my body given for you : 2.Brings the 
the Spi- fulnefle of 
rit of the promife, brings the Lord Iefus and all his fulnefle of nou- Chritt into | 
rifhment into that promife : the {pirit of nature doth not fo pre- the promilcy 
pare the nourifhment of the infant, and feale it ip the brett, for | 
more eafie faftning, than the Spirit doth fettle all the fulnefle of ° 
Chrift in a promife, fo that it offers it {elfe to the hungry foule. 


Befides, it puts the faithfulnefle of the promifer into the promife, 3-Pursthe 


all the tenderneffe and compaffion of Chrift to the wants of the tthofche — 
Church, and the truth of his meaning, not to faile her in any good Promifér int 
thing hee can helpe her with. Furthermore, it {trips her of all her 2 Sei a 
ftrength : tells her, that although the be borne of God, yet except foule ether | 


pafle her felfe with her owne fparkles, and deceive her felfe with Ef so,ult. | 


fubfift : the will goe to worke elfe with her owne tooles and com- 
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134 Of the graceof Chriftinthe Part.r. 
her owne trafh : fhe cannot doe any duty, get out of any tempta- 
tion, beare any trouble ofher felfe, without Chrift fhe can doe no- 
thing. Moreover,le fheweth her, all her fufficiency 1s from Chritt: 
The worke and life of grace requires his daily, hourely acting 
powerin her,to fer it on work,or elfe all fhe hath in her is in vaine; 
the principle of lite the hath, wall not worke, will not helpe, ex- 
cépt it be jogged by the Spirit that gave it, (as the hand that ftirres 
the faw ) to quicken the operations of life : no meanes, no diet can 


nourifh without this. And fo I might be enclefle : For this {pirit 


doth by a — ofter the Lord Iefus tothe foule as one that 
knowes all 


provide all nourifhment, apt nourifhment, for every part, againtt 


6, Woikes 
application 
ot thepremife. 


cach corrruption, temptation, affliction, for every duty, for mar- 


riage, for liberty, for company, for Sabbaths, hearing and ordinan- 


ces : yea (to draw toanend) the {pirit by the promite, doth ftitte 
up ; firft, fight of Chrifther nourifhment; fecondly, affections af- 
ter hirh ; thirdly, an hand toreach him, take him, put him on, ap- 
P y hun : faith to digett, and draw from him whattoever he ofters 


er, frecly dently, fenfibly ; faith carries her into 


the flreame of his welfare, the floods (as /eé {peakes ) of his butter 


— andhony: and venturing upon his word, takes him as he effers 


onclufion, 


himfelfe, and not by abafe and trecherous heart, putting him off 

with his ftore and Pitty: as if it were too good for her to receive, 
Now then to end this point, if the Spirit can thus work the heart 


ro unbrace Chritt by a pm how much more by the Sacrament 


of the § upper? in which I may truely fay the Lord Iefus is brought 
torthin his likenefle, eminently, evenin the inftruments and im- 


mediate manner of nourifhing, all Chrift, whole in refpect of his. 


obedience and death, pardon and holineffe, as a diamond not 


_ tote broken, and yer broken alfo upon the Croffe, divided 


ito portions, as the meete morfells of each poore recciver 
thar needs his flefh andbloud: True bread to be her ftafte of life, 


wd wine tobe the cheerifher of her f{pirits, Oh! che bringing forth. 


ot thefeflagons, in fo fenfiblea manner, to aftect all her foule, and 
to overthrow infidelity, muft needs be a more cffectuall inftrument 
of the Spirit to perfwadeher, that Chrittisallin all unto her, for 


her fupport in grace and holireffe, than either the word alone, or 
_ any other ordinance, the Lord having ‘in fpeciall fet the Supper a-. 
part, neither to be a breeder at all of grace, asthe word preached 


| is, 


rer wants, takes meafure of her cefects,as one fhould 
doe of a body for apparell,to makesit fit and futable:So doth C hrift 
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is, nor to be a nourifher nan ordinary manner, as other publique — 
or private meancs, in each of which Chrift conveyes himfelfe and — 
his communion to the foule : butan ordinance one y tending to 


Cu Ar.7. Sacrament of the Lords Supper. 


nourifh,ferving for the nonce,and to no other purpofe 
fore having no other fcope, mult needes Fe moft effectuall for the 


,andthere- 


end it ferves for, Each thing is.moft prevalent in her owne predo-- 


minancy and Fleinent, If then the {pirit fo can worke by the pro- 
mife alone, how much more by the Sacrament which reprefents 
that which it offers uncer the fhadow of the fignes ? and tells the 
fonle, Behold the print of the nailes, behold my fide, lt ehold my 
felfe, here is my body, here is my bloud given for thee, fhed for 
thee: Be not unfairhfull, Lut faithfall, Sooner fhall bread and 
wire ceafeto nourifh thy body, than my feth and bloud to nou- 


— rifh thy foule to eternall life: The conclufion ts, the Spirit doth 


Tol.20,27 


Verle 28. | 


more eminently convince the foule by the Supper, of her nourifh- 


ment by Chrift, than it can by the Word alone, for as much as the 
Sacrrament withthe W ord ts above the Word, 


The fourth and lait quettion remaines, wherein Sacramentall 


nourifhment confifts ? The meaning of which queftion is double ; 
The firft concernes the parts of it : The fecond, the degrees of ir, 
The firft lookes at the obje&, how many wayes Chrilt is the nou- 


of Baptifme, that it aftords to the foule, Chrift to be her feede in 


Wheicia 


a 


Sa- 


cramentall | 


Chiift for adr 


-rifhment of his, The fecond rather lookes at the infuence it felfe, fands? 


told, 


Phe firt. 


of what kince or meature it is. Touching the firft, Av [ faid before Sefer wwe 


all refpeéts of true being and regeneration : fo now | ay: the Sup- 
per offers him to the foule in each of thofe particulars for wellbe- 


us wtth all (pirituall bleffings in beaventy things by Chrift: doth note 
unto us the grace of Baptifme,as all the Chapter following proves, 
in which the diftinet effence of thofe bleMings confifts; There is 


another in 2 Pet.) ,2, Hes dsvine power minifiring to ws all things for Pet.t.3- 


life and godiineffe ; he meanes not the being of thofe things, but 
daily mpply and increafe, influence from the Spirit of Chrift, to 
uphold the foule in them, which hath them: and this denotes the 
grace of the Supper, Now ifwe marke, we fhall fee the Scrip- 
tures fpeake of this nourifhing grace of Chrift fundry wayes : 


Pfal.84, He foall deny them no good thing, Delight im the Lord, and pfal B4ytte 
he fhall thee thy hearts defire.Do but thinke what it is which of 
(t have, finde out thy want, and the Lord fhall 


all other thon w 
tethy fupply ; noting that how infinite fo ever the ieeds and de- 
| K 4 


cayes 


The objet | 
exprelied m 
ing, | have oft thought of two Texts which will exprefle the dif- ny wayes. | 
ference, That of Pau/, Ephe,1 3. Bleffed be God who hath bleffled Bphe.ty3- | 
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136 Of the graceof Chriftinthe 


- eayes of the foule are, God hath fupply enough in Chrift for them, 
This is moft gencrall. Sometime the holy Ghoft fhortly knits up 
particulars, as in the fame P/alme , The Lord fhak afford light and 
deferceto hi x By light including all fuch good things as wee call 
pofitive graces, as pardon, peace, ability to duties, &c. By de- 
fence, all privative grace, as prevention of evill, itrength againft 
enemies, affaults of Sathan, world, fleth, ftreights and croffes, 
Sometimes he is more large, faying that Chrift is made to us, wife- 
dome to make us more and more underfanding in the truths of 
God, and direction to live accordingly : rightcoufneffe, to know 
our felves juftitied by berter and furer evidence : Sanctification, to 
grow holier, and more mortified daily, abler to walke with God 
in the courfe ofour canverfation : Redemption, touphold us in all. 
our troubles, with more humblene(ie, patience, faith and experi- | 
ence, and to helpe us againft all enemies, till wele fully delivered 
from all, | 
Ejpeciallvby ButasT take it, the moft convenient way to exprefle the extent 
applying itto of this grace, will be to apply the Supper toall andeach branch of « 
the grace of Baptifme. Bricfely thea marke: Doth Baptifme give 
api 
I. 


us an eftate in Iuftification ? Adoption? Reconciliation ? Redempe- 
tion ? Then the Supper confirms and nourifhes thein | Here by the | 
way a doubt may be foone made, ( and is as foone anfivered ) that 
is, That the graces of a Chriftians condition encreafe not, a man 
cannot be faid to increafe in Inttification, Adoption, &c, Anfwer, 
Graces indecde of imputation doe not admit increafe, but yet are 
eo not excluced from being the objet of the Sacrament, and that in 
two refpects, Firlt, theimfelves, for though their eflence encreafe 
not, yet the foule may and muft increafe inthe knowledge end af- 
furance of them, Secondly, the fruits of thei, asthe peace, the 
cheerefulneffe and joy, the contentation, the confidence, the liber- 
ty, the welfare of the heart may either be greater or fmaller, and 
therefore they concerne the grace of the Supper. ae 
2, Againe, doth Baptifine feale up inherent fanétification to be the | 
ioules owne? Then doth the Supper nourifh the foule in that. Firft © 
in the mortifying and quickning power of it: for the Lord Iefus 
brokea,and powred out, aftordeth the foule daily ftrength to breake 
the chaines, the power of ruling and defling lufts : ignorance, er- 
rour, fecurity, infidelity, profaneffe, felfe-love, unrighteonfnefle, 
inteinperance, Alfoitbrings in the power of the refurretion to 
rectife, and inforine the whole man, to betrer him in the grace of 
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convertation? Then doth the Supper nourith that grace: take fome 


-fulnefie to ferve God aright in all thefe, 


Ais fufferingsuponus ? Then doth the Supper confirme the foule 
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regeneration, finceritie, integritie, conftancie, courage, &c, Yea 
‘more, it betters the Spirit and frame of the inner inan, with fuller | 
bent of rcfolution, and ftreame of’ heart and affeétions, ‘to be for A 


God, and to goe in the ftreame of obedience to him, Secondly, it 
quickens and nourifheth the fonle in the {peciall graces of fan- 
ctification, wifedome,watchfulnefle,humilitie, loue, feare, faith, 
patience, mercy, and all holy affections, and gifts ferving to holi- : 
Againe, doth Baptifme conferre the grace of a wellordered = 3. _— 


inftances, One {peciall grace of inward converfation, is the life of 
faith in all eftates, in all duties, meanes, and graces, The Supper 
then ftrengthens this life of faith, in all thefe, enabling the foule to 
be more fober in profperity, more humble under the Crofle, more 
fiuitfull in well doing, more diligent and confcionable in all ordi- 
nances, more eftectuall and plentifull in graces, Another inftance 
may be of cutward converfation, ftanding in marriage, liberties, ‘Ba @ 
calling company, folitarineffe, the rongue, the governementofthe 
family, The Sapper then ferves to better all thefe, to correé the er- L 
rors, wants, infirmitieof thefe, andtoeafethe complaintof the 
foule for her unaptneffe to thefe ; her floth,awcknefle, wearineffe, 
earthlineffc, hollownefle, barrennefle, unprofitableneffe, unskil- 


Againe, doth Baptifme fettle the conformity of the Lord Iefus 4.. 


therein, tothinke afflictions daily more welcome, to count them 
no ftrange thing, to wait for them,to be humbled, and broken, and 
powred outby them ; made by them, more fober, felfe-denying, 
more patient to beare, and more wife to profit by purging out the 
caufes ; more growing in graces, living by faith in {treights, for an 
holy ufe, and good i{iue out of them, And in a word, the Sacra- 
ment is Chrift our. Influence and Nourifhment in’ all ref} pects, 
wherein the foule is capable of any want or complaint ; ferving to 
this 8 ofe, that hee may be quickned up in our afteétions, and in 
fteed ofa decaying, wacteeenelat courfe (which Satan and corrup- 


tionbeferus with ) wee may walke in and out with God, with ; 
peace and comfort, and it may goe well with us in all that we put Deut.5,394- 
our hands unto, both without and within, in lifeand death, It is 
a{trengthner of us to duty, a fupply of needs, .prorection againft e- 
vils, provifion of good things, its enough that the Supper is as 
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Thedegrees. What this influence of Ch : in 
—fifts. The antiver is; That it ftands in toure feverall parts, and tends 


is 


638 of the grace of Chrift inthe ‘Part. 


large as any wants canbe : No man knoweth where another mang 
foe pincheth but hisowne, but wherefoever the pinch ts, Chrift 
in the Supper 1s eafe, All rhe dithcultie 1s in the wife application, 


-« there is none in the point, This for the extent or object of Chrift our 


nourlihment, 
The fecond Queftion will yet come clofer to the point: vz, 
‘Chriftis, in whatkinde or degrees it con- 


to.as many ends, Protperity of foule being the adaxquate end of the 
Supper ; looke wherein true profpering confilts, therein ftands this 
: So that by thislatrer, the former will difcover it felfe, 
Chrif cur nourifhment by Chrift our influence, which is the etica- 
die of it in the foule. ‘The feverails are, health, growth, fta-_ 
blenefle, and fruitfulnefle in grace. The Lord Jetfus Sacramental 


“being all thefe in all tuch as are truty begotten of him, in one 


fure or other. 
Touching the firft, Health of the foule is one ftep of fpirituall pro- 
iperity. Saint lohn Eprt.3.2. prayes for (an holy, yet fickly 
man) That he might be well, or in health, as his foule, protpered ; 
intimating that one ( and the firft ) ftep of profpering, is healthi- 


nefle, Salomon {peaking of the teare of God, faith, /t jhall be health 
ning the foule ta the wavill, and marrow torhe bones: noting that the foule which 
inherwelfares try] y profpers by Chrift, is healthy, even as a body is, Nore 


then, evenas when we fee corne, hops, or the like, hold their vi- 
rour and colour, we fay they will thrive : and as the body when it 
holds it owne, and keepes good colour and countenance,the bones 
running full of marrow, andthe bloud and {pirits running well 
and aright in the veines and veflels,then its called hayle and found; 
{> itis withthe foule ofa Chriftian, His nourithmentis then well 
afeencon him, when he holds that which hee hath received once 
trom Chrift, when he beares his yeares well, when the conitituti- 
onand frame of his {pirit abides found, humble,beleeving, upright, 
thankefull, wife, wary, holy, righteous. Wee call health, the due 
confiftence of the con{titution, and humors, without either excefle 
or defect : when the body keepes temper and vigor without any 
clogge or oppreffion of ill humors or furfeit, befalling her. So is it 
here : when the foule is preterved from the annoyance and diftem- 
per of the wonted bad qualities, pride, eafe, infidelitie, unthank- 
tulnefie, envie, world, felfe-love, unfavorinefle: when kept from 
loofenefic and fecuritie, and hanging her grace upon the hedge,and 
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for them : He counts ita difhonour to, his Houfekeeping, to fee 


bledto keepe the go 


this flill argues fiule, arid that theit nourifh- 


Cunr.7, the Loris Supper, 
running out of courfe, to all occafions, companies, baites; profits, _ | 
cette, , vanities: whereby the life of grace fhouldbe choked and 
opprefied : then fhe beares marke.of fome-health and profpering ; 


then fhe feemes to held: her owne in theslife of faithgand the order 


Now to this firlt end, the Lord lefus our nourifhment ferves, ef- Chrift our 
pecially in the Sacrament; and to this end all true Receivers fre- ne 
quent it, 772, That they may fare well, and profperin foule, The 
Lord Jefus is able to'doe thisiand more for them: David hatha}, 
{\veet {peech, 7 be Lord my portion ,thou [halt maintaine my lot and 1945 
my chawce Chrift is able to uphald. his owne worke, and the por- | 
tion which ke hath in his : As Joh#17.he prayed for it, Father keepe lobn 17,11. 
them inthy Name he can doe it, and of bw fulneffo, they receive 1,17. 


grace for grace, Hs flefh  meate indeede, aud his blond drinke'indeed; lohn 6. § 
afeene upon their faces, and runnes in their veines, it fappe 


and vigor of joy, peace, and hope intothem ; and will not fufter 
them to looke worfe and worfe ; as its faid Das.+, That the pulfe Dan.t.15, 
they eate by the blefling of God made them looke as well and trefh cae | 
at {even dayes end, as ifahey had eaten the Kings fare, How much 

snore then {hall the Kings dict do it ? Gods fervants neede not for- 


fake his houfe and fare, for the diet of the world, joviall, bold, 


wanton litertines, and timefervers; the Lord hath better fare than 


any of his to looke meager, or evill-favoured, And therefore looke 
i grace he bath put into them,he upholds it in them by his diar, 
by his fefh, by his bloud ; So that they have the true Spirit of nou- 
rifhment in them, they doe not coole in their love, through the a- 
boundance of iniquitie: they are not pulled from their ftedfattnefte, 
by the errour of the wicked ; they doe not! decline in their zeale, 
love, affections, judgement, favor, by the malice of Satan, the cor- 
ruption of their owne {pirits, the examples of formal and tempo- 
rizing ones; they leaye them to themfelves, dnd looke to what they 
once received, and to him thry have once tetrufted themfelves 
with ; and trom his nourifhment they finde themfelves tobe ena= 
bd things they have for,as 2 Joh. 8.which 2 8. 
in fo bad and degenerate a world as this, isno fmallportion, = 
The » cegree of Chrifts ‘Sactamentall influence, is growth, And Thefecond 


ment doth them S . Wee fee it in the creatures, and bodies of esc ‘ag 
men ; health will caufe growth, by the conftant ufe of nourith- 


ment, 
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What it is? 
Etay 63 


Phil. 3° | 


Luke z,ult. 


Ephef.4, 


who ftand upon their owne bottome, and keepe 


of theeraceofChriftinthe 
ment. And this is, when not onely the foule holds even termes with 


the Lord, but outltrips her felfe, and as a tree of righteoufneffe 
fhouts forth her branches : and as the willowes by the waters doe 


-every.yeane.grow in length, thickneffe, and talinefle ; that they. de 


not onely not wanze and wither, bur get {till and grow bigger and 
bigger.So itis Ww ith a true prof{pering foule: He lookes not behind 
him what he hath bin, is not weary of health and welfare, waxeth 
not refty, lazie, carelefle, and {tanding at a ftay, as who fay, I have 
held long enough, and abode the heat of the day. Let hypocrites 
a meafure of their 
owne within them, doe fo: Thefe are in another ftocke, planted 
by the hand of the Lard Iefus into himfelfe, and therefore looke 
what the feede is of which they were borne, the like is the pitch 
they afpire to ; they looke ftill forward to that which is before, ai- 
ming at the price of the high calling of Godin Chrift Iefus, In 
whom, &phe.4.16. the whole body joyned, and compa@, ac- 
cording to the eftectuall working of Chrift in each part, maketh 
encreafe of it felfe ; till Verfe 83. it grow toa perfect man, and 


themeafure of the ftature of the fulnefie of Chrift. So that, looke 


wha dimenfions are in Chrift, what his length, depth, and bred 


As, that ( “ya*geeane the foule united to him by his Spirit, doth 
ee 


Ephef.3.16¢. 
Plal. 101,32. 
The Lord Ie- 


fus can dec 
thefle & how? 


covet and {eeke after by a kinde of holy inftiné ; and never thinks 
her felfe to profper,and to be in good cafe, till the thrive and grow 
in ie : and.although fhe mourne for infenfibleneffe in this kind, 
and that any outward growth is more difcerned than this, yet thee 
rejyoyces that fhe hath fome fecret motions inher that way ; that 
as fhe loathes to cleave to fuch as decline and wax dead, fo fhe ab- 


_horres alfo to ftand &ill, luskifhly, lazily, wearifomely in the way 


and worke of Chrift. Therefore {weetly Peter, 2 Epsft. laft Chap. 
and theend, joynes thefe two, to hold our owne,not to be pulled 
from our {tedfaftneffe : with growing in grace and in the know- 
ledge of our Lord Iefus, 
And to the end fhee may doe thus, fhe beholds him into whom 
fhe is ingrafted: from his ftocke fhe drawes juyce and moyfture 


1 By himfelfe- continually, She doth not onely behold his flefh and humanity, 


Mceb.1,9. 


how that grew in ftature ; or at his example, how he by the affi- 


_ ftance of his godhead, grew in grace with God and favour with 


men, (although thefe be {weet helpes ) but fhe beholds the Media- 
torfhip and untion of the Lord Iefus, how by the unétion of his 


_ fleth with God, he was fanétified for his Church, and her ute; how 
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-favory ; more in the quantity and meafure of them, thatas a little 


more favor, beare downe an ungracious world more powerfully, 
and witneffe more {wweetly to their owne heart, the truth of rege- 
neration, thanever, 


feekes, is one of the moft e{peciall fruits of Chrift in the Supper : 


—thecrop: wheate brings forth tweatie, thirtie, or fixtie fold, its Matthi3, 8. | 


lents, are put to advantage for Gods glory. 
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all his obedience and growth in it, was not for himfelfe,but for his 
beleeving ones ; that they might grow up in more meekeneffe,. 
humblenefle, brokenneffe of heart, mercy, love, patience, holy ex. 
ample, more in quality of graces; that they might be more purged 
from the uncleannefle of their owne fpirit, and be more pure, and 


did fome good, and went a little way, fo more may doe more, and 
goe a farre ercater : give more light, feeme more beautifull, afford 


And to helpe themfelves herein, they apply themfelves to the By his ied 13 
Ordinances of Chrift, not onely to the wor that they might grow ment, 

thereby : But to the Sacrament of the Supper efpecially, being the 
e{peciall helpe appointed to this onely end, to bring the Lord lefiis | 

into the foule for her nourifhment and growing in grace, So that 

needs it mutt be, that this growing in grace, whicha podre foule 


and Baptifme doth not more truely aflure her of Regeneration, 

than the body ofthe Lord Iefis, and his bloud in the Sacrament, | 
doth affure her of her growth in grace... Such as the feede is, fuch is 
till of wheate : even fo the food of Chrift, whichis heavenly, and 

holy, for the fleth profits nothing, nor the blond, one 
had dranke it under the croffe ; its the Spirit onely which quick- fohn 6,63. 
neth ) and was given for the breeding and nourifhing of the foule | 
in grace, it breeds an heavenly growth, and a fpirituall encreafe in g | 
every true Receiver; efpecially being affifted with other helpes,in- 

ward and outward, the mercies and bleffings of God, which as Ta- 


The third is ftableneffe in grace. We fee that mens bodies in time The third de. 
by continuance ofhealth and growth, come toa pitch,to a meafure 8"°¢- 


of growth, This isa third profpering, It is not with the fouleas 
with the body, which ceafeth to grow, when itis at her pitch, or co thee 


declines rather when it is growne to her full point. But herein a what itis 2: 

pitch ofbodily growth, refembles {pirituall:that as the man grown | 

to his full period, enjoyes (as it were ) himfelfe and his former 

_ yeares which he hath lived : becomes now(of a growing )a grown 

man, Is come now tohis belt, to his full ftrength, ability and fuffi- 

clenci¢ for fervice ; fo is it with a Chriftian. He growes in Chrift 
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Heb. 


Ephe.5. 16. 

t John 2, 13, 

A&. 11.27. 

Cor.7.3§. 
Epef.4, 


2 Cor.2,11, 


Chrift Sacra- 
mentall doth 
this, 

Ephef. 3 7. 
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of the grace of chrift in the 


und much ignorance 


to feeke of dire@tion and wifedome in his courfe : Alfo much une 
fetled, wearifome,off and on, up and downe in holy practife, ma- 


ny combats and conflicts with his bubbling 18 
treacherous, withdrawing {pirit ; lo, now its otherwife ; now hee 


, rebellious, inconftant, 


Part.37 
to the meafure and fulneffe ofhim, Ephe gt . Se that whereasbe- 


_ fore in his beginnings, and proceedings, 
in minde, mucherror in judgement,much infirmiti¢ in {pirit,much 


is growne to fome ftay, fetling, ripenefle, and experience inGods 


matters, Heb.5. more exercifed in his {pirituall ferfes to put a dif- 
ference betweene good and evill, perfons and things ; not fo blind 


as formerly, but light in the Lord, judicious, obfervative, fober in 


affections, ftaide in minde and refolution, having his heart atbet- 
ter bay and more awe, for teachable fubjection to God, more firme 
in purpofe of heart to cleave to God without diftraction, 1 Cor,7, 


3§.not cafily carried away by each Dottrine and dice-play of men, — 


not miftaking truths, not flighting them, not partially affe@ing 
them ; but moulded inthem, fafhioned by them, and keeping his 
fafhion as a man would do of his apparell, againft each novelty. So 
alfo conftant, fetled, rooted and {table, 1 Cor.1. laft (reade it) net 


" ungrounded in the foundation, not to feeke when Satan buffets, 


but knowing hisdevices, 2 Cor.z.1). and alfo {trong to refift, cou- 

ragious in the ufe of the Armour,and fo perfevering in his courfe, 
This is that which Pasa/, Ephe.3 .calls Chrift dwelling in the foule 

by faith ; as the Inhabitant who keepes in his owne, is notasa 


Stranger, or a Sojorner who comes and goes, but a Ledger, one — 


that holds his abode, and delights in his dwelling.Oh!this is a great 


degree of Chrifts infufion and influence into the foule, when hee . 


pitches there, fettles and dwels there, (for what elfe is the ftable- 
nefle of the foule in grace, fave Chrifts dwelling in it by his grace? ) 
and is no flitter thence, And this third degree of nourifhment the 
Lord workes in all his, who have attained the former two. They 
come to be as the Scholler riveted into his Rules,or the Tradefman 
in the myftery of his occupation,not to feeke of it:It is the promife 
of Chrift to all his, that they fhall grow up thus in the body; not by 
any vertue of their owne, but by 


mife of it, This ssmy body; This ss my 


blend, evento fettle the foule by the frequen 


the Lord Iefus; for ftableneffe, {trength,courage, thatthey mayen- 
joy the Lord Iefusin all the Sacraments they have received, and — 


t receiving of it, 


Spirit ofthe Lord Iefusther 
_nourifhment : and to this end, efpecially they cleave to this Sacra- 
ment, and improve the : 
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 reraine the power,of all the Ordinances they have ufed, all the era- 

ces they ar: in, all the duties they have done, | 
they have endured,examples they have feene, worksand governe-= 
ment of Ged which they have marked : I fay, that fromallthefe _ 
the Lord- would bring fuch an holy experience of heart, refolution 
of purpofe, fetling of {pirit upon the Lord, his threats,commands, 
and promifes,as not doubting but they are firme and fure,and there- ie | 
fore areckeand foundation fufficient to rely upon in all windes, M4t™-72uh 
ftormes, and weathers whatfoever. This I fay is that third degree of 

—Chrift our nourifhment, which each communicant lookes for at 

The fourth and laft, is fruicfulnefle in grace, See1 Cor.15, The fourth 

where the Apoftle joynes thefe two laft branches: Be ye unmoveable 

 andfetled, alway abounding in the worke of the Lord, We fee it in price,” Be 

plantsandmen: The plants muft be well {fpread and rooted in the Cor, is.ule, 
earth before they can grow fruitfull, at leaft in plenty. A little Whacicis? 
roote will not nourifh large branches and boughes : Sometime the 

— root is fo bare and ficet, that it will fcarce furnith the tree with 

leaves ; but a large deepe root hath many ftrings, and little fuckers, 

which worke for the tree, and feede her with nourifhment; fo that 

the roote abiding deepe and faft in the earth, the fruit is plentifull. aay 

~Weknow Nature is never more fruitfull in the active principle of 
generation, than when the ftrength of the body is well confirmed, 

Sothen,this 1s the laft ftep of {pirituall profperity,when this fourth 

isadded to the three former, to wit, fruitfulneffe ina good courfe, 

And it is the perfection of that influence and communion which we ) 

_ here injoy in the Lord Iefus our nourifhment. 7 hat mecate indeede, 
and as indeede, is this abundance and fruitfulnié@e; When out of 
the abundance of the heart, the tongue is fruitfull in uttering, the 

hands in working, the feete in walking, the members in fervice, 

the whole tree in bringing forth fruits of righteoufnefle, E/ay 61.3, 

calls fuch accepted, and beloved of the Lord ; as we efteeme excee- 
dingly of bearing trees, efpecially if yearely and plentifully, It is Be 

_ from the roote of the Lord lefus, that the foule doth grow thus 
-fruitfull, The indwelling of Chrift, is the abundance of influence ; 

_the leffe of Chrift the foule hath, the leffe fap and fruit ; the nearer 

_ the communion, the greater the influence. The greater the treafure 

_is from which a man draweth, the richer the fupply. Wee fay, Its _ 

_ {weet to take from a great wr An heape will ferve for all ufes s 

a poore unftockt man is eafily perceived in his wares, the ue 


Chrif is this 


roote of fr 


fulnefle. 


John 11,3, & 


Saviour 


144 Of the grace of Chrift in the Part.i2 
ftore and choife thereof : he that hath little mony to lay out, is bare 
in his houfehold, attire, family, diet ; {carfe hath for neceffitie, bur - 
nothing for delight and plenty. Sois it witha man that is no prof. 
perer ingrace, hath only from hand to mouth;he cannot verifie our 

his {peech, That out of the abundance of the heart, hebrings 
eth good things abundantly: but rather he is {cant in good {peech, 

{cant in preaching (no.more than needs muft) in hearing, prayer, 
meditation, barren and poore : fo in the graces of the Spirit ; little 

love, fmall humility, compaffion, fo in duties, fo in meanes. Alas, 

the roote is bare, and therefore the tree is unfruitfull, i 

So alfo the deeper the-foule is rooted in Chrift; the larger roome_ 


4 he hath in the heart, the more {cope and entertainement he finds, - 


he greater graces he aftords, If we compare Mary and ALartha’s 
houfe, with the houfes which now and then Chrift was bidden 
too, no doubt but we fhall finde, that his fruits of preaching, love, 
conver{e, miracles, and good doing, were more full in the former 
than the latter. Why? There was no ftop, hee might te fure to be 
welcome at alltimes: therefore he fhewed himfelfe more there, 


_ than elfewhere, Chrift then the more he is rooted in the foule, the | 


fuller he is of influence, and fo. growes more fruitfull, For, what is 
fruitfulnefle ? Surely when aChriftian being afhamed to confider 
what a barren heart he hath had under full meanes ; and how little 


_and narrow the good is which he hath done for God, to himfelfe 


and others ; and beholding the caufe thereof, his want of true ftock 
of knowlege and faith : mourneth for this his mifery, and feeking 
for an heart fuller of Chrift and his nourifhment, doth from his 
treafure extend himfelfe plentifully to the exercife of {uch graces, _ 
meanes and dutgir, as may be ufefull to himfelfe, and inthecom- 


- munion of Saints, If a poore fhopkeeper almoft banquerupr, be fer 
up, and holpen up againe with new ftocke, what will he doe ?. Ply - 


the matter, runne to Lomdow, furnifh himfelfe with the beft of — 
wares, and choife of them, bring them home, fill his fhop in every 
corner ; and fatisfie the turne of every buyer, Oh! what a change 


isthere? 
So it is witha Chriftian recovering out ofa fruitleffe courfe by 


the Lord Iefns his raizing and fetting him up againe, ftores him- 


felfe with plentie of graces, fets them on worke, fills each part of 
his life with dutie ; yea, fets himfelfe againft his former un- 
Sanpaner tag : Adding to his knowledge, faith ; to his faith, — 
» meckneffe, patience, experience, hope; that fo hee may 
| Th not 
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be unfrnitfull)i in the-Lord Iefus. Ifhee, me tifen: Pet. 


thence ce proceeds utics and. to. 


doe good, and to take good Thenge 
pied” alone, thence ready to vifite the fe cke, toad monifh ayes 


fort, to advife others, and when allis to nourish in 
the life of, faith. one while,. humblenefle another while, forbea | Corst re 
rance, long in provocations thankes for, bleffings, pi 
ence if croffed : fornetime*in one, fometimes in another duty | 
neither hurt by one from arjother, not glutted by furcceffion of fer 
vice, but fruitfull and unwearied in eye to his ound, 
another td his end, as an 1 of if we) apaid 
—indiét; refrefhed i inb icks/not from fing to night'to 
be doirig g, loathes to be ail thitkes to ive lo that 
day ‘he hath not ‘beene fult of ent yment, Now fois 
hee the Lord Iefus his nourifhment, {6 fo enables’ the {ules of 
feeke ohs to exptefle goodrteffe, a asa 
unines them: that httrikes the ohe dusmbe, atid 
dead a éa isas bane to him, that quickens and joyes the 
other, becaufe the fulneffe of grace makes' the worke moft {weer 
and welcome. Now, wherein ‘is the Lord Iefus fo full a nourifh- | 
ment as inthis Suppersin which he brings forthall hisftore and Mas 
gazineto ‘fill the foule that is emptie. ood things, and foto 
fend itaway from his'Table, furnith’d (as he Apoftle faith) as 
veffell ofhonour, and pr repared for every good worke,fo that none 
comes amiffe ? Thus I have given to. the Reader an anfwer to this © | 
queftion what the Lord Icfus ournourifhment is, both in his parts 
ada degrees, one of the maine things which I would with hin to 
marke m the whole Treatife, for the true conceiving of the vertue 
of the Supper. | 
Now I come tothe ufe, which is as wei chty. And firft this Do- 7 [ets 
ering 3 is one of the fearefulleft terrours ie. can fall upgn the pro- 
fane fort of men, that live within the bofome of the Church vifi- 
ble;All Atheifts, Neuters, meere Civillians,Ignorant, Profane, Li- 
bertipes & Hypocrites,Is the Lord Iefiuus the Sacramentall nourifh= 
mentand influence of his Church? Oh wofjll then your condition! 
who ¢ut off your felves ftom all communion and fellowfhip with 
him ; I fay not in fome, but in all grace of his, or partin his Ordi- 
nances, Alas! the ay i is to come thar ever rr! faw neede of him, to 
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Matth.7,6. 


Heb. 1 ] 6. 


Ecclef. 10,2. 


A&s 


Verfe 23. 


Tohn 3,ult. 


I 


th a all: ¥ out bondage, entities dnd’ Hell, 


“fals'to 

whed ye may be frees He thert the'Su 
arid that offer of welfare Which he makes therein to 


iedivell hath bored ydtit eares for 
wwahiders if the Suppet Of Chit 

is, bé asaful-— 


fome thing’ you? Alast as-long as your’ drinke, lults, play, 


coinpany, fleepe and belly-che 
ye deppite (with E/au ) { birth-rig 


nr? IF with Swine yee tread 


e and belly-cheere, be yen ; who wonders 


thefe Péarlés, arid this Manna in the dirt? Alas‘f it availes nor you. 


to have fucha previledge'as Chrift to feed your foules, ifthe whilelt . 


ye carnall appetite fatisfied, If this foode were but.asa_ 


meflé o 


‘Pottagé, the we of your’ lockes, ye ‘would have. 


had himere But oh plete, barren, and unfayory wretclhi¢s; 


to whom the 


dainties areasa dry chip. Who come and goe to the - 


Sacraments, as to dumbe Pageants; more fit for a maffe of trickes,, 


are fearefull, your {wea ur lying, cole 
But your'chiefe mifery 1s, that you are carnal wretches, fold under 


& apith ceremonies,than the folemne feaft of Chrift Sacramental, 


be unto you, oh ye Dooges.and Swine l-yéiir morall firines.. 


our lufts, deffitute of all union, or communion with God : your | 


are not where your bodies are, when you come to Chriftand 
the Supper : But as the £ } 
with your lufts, which are your appointed, meate, dninke, and 
{time unto you, Therefore you have no fellow fhip in this bufineffe: 


i 


goles heart ts op.hjs left hand, fo.qre yours 


your Sacraments are the woeful!eft markes of wrath which ye can 
carrie about you: Law, fafhion, cuftome, feare, formalitie, are 
your grounds ef receiving; Chrift ye come not for, and your hearts . 


tell ye; he belongs to no fuch. Therefore;ye areas yer in the gall of 


bitternefle ; fave onely that luft hath chained up your fenfes and 
hearts, that ye feele nothing amiffe, and ‘ye doe on abide under 
this chaine, till the day of wrath, and yengeaace ; Oh ; that ere that 
woefull houre fweepe you to hell, the Lord would awake you ¢i-> 
ther by his. Word or Weorkes:. t0 fee-in what a wofull condition 
yettand | Seeing the Church doth not excommunicate you, oh that 
you would cut offyour felvesas Alians from this Communion §° 


your fleth might te deftroyed, and your jollitie fubdued, 


that (if poffible) your foules might efcape imthe day.ofthe Lord, 
Secondly, let be reproofe ta {uch goe for religious,and 

haps may be fo (for wé cannot tell, but leave itto Ged and theme 

Selves to try )to whom after all this long while of weiss the 
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Cee vament ofthe Lor da Supper. 


doctrine and myftery.of.the Supper is unknowne andunta- 

fled! What julter complaint canjy ¢ take np ainong many, thar 
this, that C is PEO tittle knawrie 

Leake to it; the Gofpell and:t pearle in it be yet hidden | 
from you, the God of the world hath fo blinded you with theeafe *~% 

and forme of an emptie that the glory Chrift fhould | 
be eclipfed fronryou. Beware leatt there be notin you ftill a 

common heart of the world, which caules fj things to 

be foharfhand founfavory. . 

But to {uch asdefire tobe affected sh their j ignorance in this Wich exami- 

_ kind, [fay but this, Examine and trie your felves about this weigh- nation. 
tie matter, I meane the knowledge and ude of Ghrift inthe Supper; ler ane 
and let this make amends for your,ordinary egrefle and regrefie to 
this Ordinance without ;fearchingyour felves,1 know right well; 

Sacraments were never fo common, fomonethly,.fo ordinary; and 

here and there Sermons, or fome kinde of preparative, are imade 
before them ; but whg,is he almoft that knowesyeliat Chtittigfers 

to be unto his truly bred ones, the youth of his wombe, in hisSup- 


per? To, whom are thofe flouds. of H any and Butter Knowne;which'qop 20.17," 


are in Chrift for the foule that is ftarven and needs;him 2 Ohif 
-Chrift in the promifesofnourifhment, were your:delight |your 
need would make fecke gut, and fearchafterthefealeannexed 
othe promi by.it,your bare. faith,riaked and barren foulesiof 
ower ‘of Chrift.to purge and fanétifie you;might be doubly re- 
efhed. Tell me in particular, Did itever enter into’ you, that the 
ord Tefus to well as to breed alii his’? To nourifh 
| th ee? hish by:che Supper, (.as tothe 
the; or snaking. your Inftification, ‘Adoption, 
Reconejl nee more. evident to; your foules ?, Doe ye lot upon i it, 
“that there Cif any where) even: at the featt of -mountaine, 
the brol the joy of yourfoules, the 
theredf to goan and opt with 
Teviv wh e yethen no more nf hereof ? 
acraments nas. s pafie ores yom leavi 
few of thefe drops, upon the 


“Oh Lif you, knew the that here ischefountaine. 
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148 Of phe grace of Chrift inthe 
it be; but that honeft and good hearts would preffe iy fora 
childs portion, as oft as mon oat it? Who fhalll beare ye off from 
houfe of Gods provition, iF ye were privy to thofe bare walle 


home, from whened ye come ? If it cotild but finke into you in- 
-_._ deede, that there is no want, no difeafe, no finne, temptation, let, 
4 enemy,Crofle-but the Lord Jefus haththere‘a fupply for,Phyficke, * 

-_eafe, itrength, redreffe ? Oh | aman might as foone ratea Beg- 

+ ger from fome great houfe of almes,as difcorage you fromthe Sup- 

per! Iftherethe Lord emptie his treafures of wifedome, and 
direction, for the order of your tongues, mariages, families, com-. 
panies, buyings, and fellings, and fo to make your whole round of 
converfation, {weet, reformed : Oh! how is it poffible that yee 

who complaine fo much of your ‘wants in all thefe, fhould-not 
2 King. 7, 8+ come toi Chrifthere, as thofe ftarven Leapers fell upon the full 
tents ofthe Aramites, here catching up meate for hunger, drinke © 
for thirft, apparell for nakednefle, gold.and pearles againft pover- 
tie, both for the prefent, and for time to come? Butalas ! ye know 

 Secondly,ui- ‘Againe, #f yeé fay, ye yee have got thefe in the'Sacra- 
allin foure ment: anfwer, know fome doe, but feeing I fpeake to the bo- 
particulars. die of Chriftians who-doe not ; it cannot hurt any to trie that alfo : 
truely fayiall fuchas'finde Chrift fach nourifhment to them, 
be knowne by their fruits. Oh t-they are healthy and profpe- 
_ ving, they diferedit not Gods diet, are not ror, evill favoured, 
with ill humors, pride, eafe, the world,revenge, hypocri- 
fie, This Phyficke and Diet of Chrift broken and crucified hath gi- 
ven corruption: her deadly bane: ( more or leffe’ ) in point of reig- 
ning and deludirig, and defilins them : they loathe to decline ftom 
Gods truth, and the power of 1; the wayes of ftarters and revol- . 
ters, and time-fervers, are as vile to them, as drunkenneffe.or un- 
cleanneffe :. They hold their owne towards God in fome poore 
fort, andthis pulfe of God (as its counted, althongh indeede refto- 
ative) fléfh and bloud of Chrift, ‘is made fi¢fh Of their flefh, and 
funnes’ in their veines, and minifters vigour, fpitit, and life, unto | 
' them, to keepe them in Chrifts body, in the midft of all the pollu- 
tions, and declenfions, and coolings, and curfed examplesof this 
_ World, Secondly, this of the Lord Iéefus, fartens and makes 
_~themithrivein grace, stheit grace more, more fayory, better 
qualified, enlarged in meafure, moré humble, tneeke, patient, and 
heavenly, than when they firft beleeved + ‘This grace of the ove 
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Cuart.7. Sacrament ofthe Lords Supper. 149 
‘ment heales them of an hide-bound heart, dead and fale, weary, — 
and ready to ftand ftill in grace, Every Sacrament,addesa litte of 
lefus Chrift his tallneffe, thickneffe, depth, and makes them in- 
creafe in favour with God, in credit with his Church,to reach fur- 
ther than formerly they did, and to be enlarged in holy abilities for 
ee and his Service ; loathing to ftand fill, as much as to be quite 
Cad... | | 


- Thirdly, they fhall finde it by their fetledneffe of Spirit, and ho- oft. Fs: 


ly purpofe of heart to keepe the conmandements, and to cleave to 
the Lord,as Barwabas faith, 3,27. The {hall wax more roo- 
ted, grounded both in truths ( efpecially the maine ) and in the 
wer of them ;,and that not in doing onely, but in {uttering alfo. 
hrift will bea Bulwarke unto thew, tofence them with 
and armour againtt affaults, enemies, Sathap,and the errorss oft 


A&s 13,27. 


q 
* 


wicked, thar they may not be pulled from. their, ftedfaftneffe, + Pet.z.nlee 


 Laftly, the Lord. will nourifh them fo fully,.and f9 roote 
them it-himfelfe,and fet their pipes fo in his:well-{pring,fo dwell 
in them, that out of their bellies {hall flow rivers of waters, able to foh.7,;8. 
water all their practife,and to make each power of their life fruit- | 
full, I fay, he fhall heale their barrenneffe, extend their grace fo, 
that it fhall fuffice them for many nfes of life,as formerly for few. 


Briefely then trie your felyesby. thefe markes, Sure it is, they: 


catch many in their {nare, convincing them, either to be none of the uf. 
the Lords : or elfe to difhonor his Diet,and to callthe Lordahard 


Malter, who reapes where he fowes not,and keepesa bare houfe : yyat2s.a5. 


_ whereas the very hired fervants of his houfe,fare better, than the 
jollieft & bravelt that live out of it Ohtif ye be thefe children that 


have their dally portion from Chritts trencher (as /erem.$3.5 4. it ler.s2, 54: | 


is faid of prove that prifoner ) happic is it for you, thefe 
trials fhall not hurt you ; but if yee be not {uch, certes, totrie may 
good ,and that danger which all bad Receivers are 
| And nextly as in due place, whom fhouid I turne my {peechun- U/e 3, 


to, fave unto the Jehojakins of the Lord. ( be mop.oftended at the In two Bran- 


naine, feeing its probable, God at laft fhewed him mercy for his 
obedience) meane,fiich as by this daily portion of his Chnrift, fare 
_ well.and profper in goodneffe, Thefe I mutt diverfelyfpeake tos 
frit the ftronger fort, then the weaker.. To the firit in a word, this Th. Brone. 
fay, That ifthe Lord in mercy have granted youthis portion,and 
Sere feuits of profperitic, whereby ye and 


- 
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pfal,16,6, 


>The weake, 


of chat Epidemiail difeafe of erage adeclining, hide-bound, un- 
fetled and barren‘courfe with God ; I fay unto you, biefle God in 
fecret, who hath given you mérfells and draughts which the world 
kthowes not: countyour portion tobe fallen into a good ground, 
and defire not to change it for the husks of Swine, no nor the feafts 
of Printes :’To you I fhall fay more after, inthe point ofenjoying — 
~ But unto you ‘weake ones, let me fpeake otherwife, and take 
out fad words out of your mouths:you cannot deny, but the Lord 
ath both bred you, and fed you by his Son, and by his Sacrament; 
yours they are,€&as Chrift is Gods, fo you are Chrifts ; but yet thar 


noutifhiment of Chrift which I havé here defcribed in the parts 


Dub, 


and degrees of it} which dogges doe catch at bouldly ; you 


dare not apply to your felves: you are affraid that this my difcourfe 
will condemne you; for youre farre from the tyth thereof ( you. 
fay ) farre fromamprooving the Sacrament to all thofe ends, or in 


fiichdegrees as the laft ufe preffeth : your faith ( notwithftanding 
your Sacraments ) is weake, comfort, peace, 


heart, fmall : your little {tirred up, in you (to your feelings) 


your inner bent of fpirit ftill faint, and your ftreame weake ; your 
converfation full of diforder, and the ftaves of your wheele which 


~ fhould fupport the race of it, pittifillly broken, your errors many in 


Sel. | 


there hath beenea fault this way, ‘that you haverefted toomuchin 


ruling your tongues; families, liberties and {elves ote : and you 
fay, if this be the fruit of the Sacrament to make Chriftians profpe- 
ringin health, growth, ftaiedneffe, and fruitfulneffe : Oh! what 

J anfwer: Hold the Evidences of your Baptifme and régenera-. 
tion: pfoove your calling tobe found : and keepe that you have 
gotten mourne that you have not improved Chrift in his foode 
and welfare, fince you 1 see your felves to be the Lords : perhaps 


that, and too little ftirred up the grace of Baptifme by the Supper. . 


‘Let thathumble you: and covenant for herafter to make bettér ufe 


of the promifes & Sacrament of nourifhment than you have done: 


hhave-here'noted, I doe stot defiretofnare any, butto fhew Gods 


for your coinfort,this I fay, The Lard hath'takenaway your fin,you — 
frail nordye:: the Sapper is the ndnrifhment of ‘the weake aswell 
wot the ftrong : “Alf meafiresate nor alike: By thofe which 


Bounty and wharChirits fulneffe can’beteame, not what each Re- 
ceiver catriceaway. Therefore be not difcourageds Godis like a 


Brae 
2 
P 
? 
j 
i a 
‘ 
j 
fag 
q 
é 
if 4 
js 4 
it 
2 
4 
3 
i} 
| | 


te for th 
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“But here fome may nepee in and fay, Yeas we fhould have 
Rope of this if anely, we had fome defeétyand decaies in grace and 
goodielle : Butits worfe with uss for we have harboured oar eor- 
rupt qualities of floath;.cafe, deadnefle, yea, parliaps, a proud, un- 
cleane,covetous heart : yea rebellious againft many knowne truths 
of God : finned againft his. mercy by. much prefumption,againft his 
threats by fecurity, againtt his contempt and difobedi- 
ence : our heartsaccufe us of coldneiie, felfe-love,unthak fulnefle, 
forgetting of Gods adminiftrations, wearinefle of the yoake of a 
‘ftriG walking with God, and counted it precifenefle; taken the 
uttermoft of our liberties : counting themour enemies who have 


reprooved us ;, And now loe, the Lord arraigning us.arthe Barre 
of jultice, we.arg confounded, in,our and dlmoft driven to 
defpaire : when our con{ciencés doerife'up ns,and the Lord 


{eemes to leave us: toour felves, we feeme to be in hell : Is there a- 
ny hope for {uch as we? I anfwer, firft 1 with fuch to try their Bap- 
tifmeand the truth of their firft calling to be found : (of which af 
ter in the triall of our eftate) and.if they:can proove: that they have 
ever beleeved the promife, and found favour with God;then’t fay, 
_the grace of God within you hall ftirre up your. foules to an un- 

faipped humiliation, and brokenneffe, and fhall recover you to 2 
ig t of his promife, The Spirit of God fhall not fiffer you to runtie 
from God with fuch full bent of heart, ‘but your checks 
bats, the experience of mercie and former pardons; 
- fhallrevive the feede of God within you: Sothat yee fhall noe 


t 


Cuar.7. ofthe Lards Supper, 
tender mother who hath boch tong weake) thehark 
me em all : But ifany one be poorer andyweaker than ation 
Butthat beu ig .ehery: :qondaall sit may 
fironger, and be.free from fuch maladies. .Thetetote ini Ged 
if there be truth, anda for failings, and 
ger after the heft meatures of grace which Chirift hath for thee: let 
not this view of.dodtiine co'wdite 
for pardon of old defect: that: I have {hid, 
rouze up thy {pirit to:an earne and trueenjoying’ of 
fuch welfare in Chrittas thy heart longeth after : Difift not'thy di- 
| ligent receivinge and holy, humble preparing of thy felfe; for if 
thou leave Chritt { as Peter fad when thofe carnall followers'des . 
parted) whither {halt thou go?, He gnely-hath both words and food 
of eternall life. 


4. 


Bfay 63 1253 
Phil 3. yl. 


Ruth. 1,20, 


a Cor. 5,ult, 
Khy $3.12. 


whelly hake off the {pirit of regeneration: The grace of your 
Baptiliric {hall be a¥ a-{econd boord after 
you ; and (hall fend you'to the Supper with hope of regaining that Png 
ight and ‘omsfort whieh yout revoutes have ‘darkened and 


elfe fhould:the Sacranterit be of no power to firccour diftre 


confciences in their relapfes ; But this I adde, fuch fhall finde ie 
hard to binde up their breaches,and with they had never revolted, — 


Fourthly, let this’be anufe of inftruétion about that one particu- 


jar of Chriftour nourifhiment in redemption, a doctrine feldome 


prefied in the Sacrament, and therefore I will take fome paines to 
_ prefle it, The Supper of the Lord offers to all beleevers a portien of 


Cominunion with Chrift in his afflictions : And a§ bapti{me is our 


 preft-mony to bind us to Chrift in all eftates to be his fouldiers as 


well as fervants to our end : fo the Supper confirmeth us inthe © 
erace of our Baptifme. Therefore know that its not for nothing, 


that we receive Chrift crucified,both body,and bloud, under bread 
and wine : to putus in minde of taking up our’ Croffle dayly, ma- 


king it our daily bread; That we drinke at this Supper, as its wine 


of refrefhing ; fo itis a Cup of blond : and the win¢ of the indigna- 


tion of the Lord upon his Sonne: Efay 63.2.2. And although Chrift 
dranke the dregges and trod the winepreffe thereof to free us from 
the guilt and curfe of it : yet not from fuffering for Chrift : The Sa- 
crament isa badge of our conformity with Chrift(or at leaft ofour 
rerued ccurage ) in his afiictions, Phi/.3. Chrilts cup was fo bitter 
that he sevived oft ; Father, take iraway : So mutt thou looke for 
the like, that if God fhould compaffe thee about and hedge in thy 
way, adde forrow to forrow, and make thee a A4arah | 
mi, removing thee ( on the fudden) farre from profperity : Oh ! 
thou mayeft fay, The Lord fefus hath drunke of this cup unto me: 


_ The extreame bitternefle and anguifh of it, he hath taken off: if 


thou be his, thou mayeft fay, Blefled be God, this Sacrament offers 
mea difcharge from finne, curfe, Satan; helland death: I know 
the hardeft, and have fhot the gulfe of thefe : yet ftill there re- 
maines arelique of bitterneffe for thee to drinke, to frame thee 
tothe love, felfe-deniall, patience, and _vi¢tory of thy. Mafter, 
and much more to be content ro beare as he, did. Hee bare for no 
finne of his own; but thine onely : and he bare that he sieht es 
thee to beare, and in all thy affli@tions be troubled ; that he might 
take the {ting and venome of them away,and make them tollerable.. 
-Donotthen greet the Lord unkindely, and treacheronfly, 
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 onthis ground ; how much more thou, who never 


Sacrament of theLovds Supper. 153 
the croffe comes, as if the Lord had fent it in wrath, tocut thee off, 
to take away thy right, La, 3.and to caft down thyfoule out ofher ; 5. 3,34: 
lace : No, although the Crofle may feeme.darke, uncouth, and to 
have fuch fad circamftances init, as for the prefent, thon feeft nor - 
how to winde out of: But,remember thou receiveft the Sacrament 
no ofter, than the Lord Iefus offers himfelfe to thee in theheaviett, 
bittereft, and moft unfpeakeable crofle,that ever was borne: What 


Mat.z6 46 


all was not mingled with his drinke? Wherein was hetaffitted ae, 
fave n ~ which was molt precious, even the love of his Fathér? 
and for what, fave for finne, that was more irkefome to him than 
death 2 If the Lord then crofle thee fo, not in fome petty filip of a 
finger, but in a tedious: fort,.cvern in what is moft pretious : confi- 
der the Lord hath done it :: that he might make thee partaker of his 
holinefle, Hebrewes 12. conformed to hinvin his mecke yeeldine 
to hiy,Fathers will, to. the contempt of the world, nay of thy Fe 
vile and proud heart ; to felfe-deniall in all bleffings, to mor- g 
tification of thy ranke lufts : yéa he doth it, that thou mighteft put & 
month in the duft,and ke low,wherhe will have thee fo:that 
rottennefié might enter intothy bones, and thou mighteft have 
peace in the day of treuble. 

Be then under it as he was, whofe ~~ thou doeft drinke of ; and 
fhew: what ftrength thy oft drinking of it, hath put into thee : Bee 
fenfible of Gods {troke in a moderation; neither too much, nor too 
little, Labour to fuffer the will of God: let it cleapfe thy foule and 
purge that {curfe which it was fent for ; and trult God, and pray 
_ that he would deliver thee from-that thou ftareft ; waite'for the died 
goed of it, the whileft ; and for releafe of itin due time, tiot ¢on~ 
fulting with flefh, how, orhow farre or-when, but trufting him 
with it, who hath infinite wayes above thy reach to effect it, Ifthe — 
Martyres could endure their bodies to be burnt to athes,gladl 

ured{tt 
firy eriall, the of God mm thy fmaller trouble? If hee 
_ have removed that, by hisagony, bloudy fweat, and defertion : 
what elfe faue {weet conformity to thy head, remaines for thee ? 
chen be inftruction to thee, to draw more and more ftrength 
from the Sacrament to.enable and fuftaine thee in thy beating of 
it L Alas: come for the ftaffe of bread, and the wine of rejoy- 
ing, to fit us to obey : but not for the helping us to eate the bread i 
of affliction, and to beare the cup of indignation aright,’ as Micah Mics.7 93 
7,9. Oh whata ftranger it is... 
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VII. 


Tonching the Sacramentall AE of the people :and [o the thir d 
of the Defeription, viz, The End of the Supper, 


pasiaae Ow, my promife made at the end of the fixe Chapter re- 
B quires that I come to the Sacramentall acts of the people: 
at The which | will handle as the ufe of Exhortation, from 
ES che: f thee former Chapter fallime fitly into the 
at Fiftly, then is Chrift Sacramentall our nowifhment? Then let all 
his People obey his Charge : firit to take this body and bloud of his 
tothem fecondly to eateand drinke them. Touching the forme-, 
I. meane this, receive and beleeve that this flefh and bloud of his | 
is given to thee, for thy particular nourifhment. All the former u- 
fes shy ho this : obey in this, and all the reft fhall follow duly, 
1 For the better conceiving of this Act of taking:note,that it {tands 
_ 4n-relation to a gift oftered in the Sacrament, And the gift is Cheitt 
2things in ite and his benefits, Now to take them is to doe thefe two things, Firft 
to concurre with the giver in-the offer of this nourifhment. Se- 
condly, to apply and make it our gaine for the purpofe which it 
ferves. for. The former of thefe hath two branches, according to 
the nature of the offer made in the Sacrament : the former is con- 
currence of confent, the latter of obedience : in bothftands faith, 
That this may be conceived, marke, that the Lord ofters this gift, 
aa: either by promife : or by charge : The former is the ground of the _ 
Jateersand therefore the foule concurres with him in both duely 
ey confents to his promife without cavilling; obeyes his charge with- 
Partly in con» out rebelling, takes by both. Touching the former, firft, let it ap- 
how God offers and promifes Chrift Sacramentall : and then 
nele, it will eafily appeare how freely faith confents. The promife is 
ae conceived thus, This is my body, this is given for you : this is the 
new Teitament, and the Cup of it, in my bloud, fhedfor you : In 
this conceive thefe fixe efpecials (which ina fhort view to fee, will 
ytheexcel- both revive and profit the Reader ) briefely, 1. The excellencie of 


Concur. 
rence, 


ofthe =the gift, a. The fulneffe. 3. The aprneffe. 4. The 5. The 
elitr. ioufnefle. 6. The manner of exhibiting : and thefe will fhew 
how faith confents, Firft,the Lord faith, This is my body & blond; 


that is: my nourif{hment, meate indeede, drinke indeede, not 
earthly, fading, mortall, but heavenly, eternal : he whiehicavesdt 
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- meafure, What faith faith ? She confents : its royall; O Lord, I ey 
yecldandtakeit. wey 
: fle, The Lord offers thee nor meate and drinke 3 The Ap:-, 
which theu art uncapable of: as if whole loaves or flagonsfhould nelle otic. 


hall hunger no-more, he who drinketh it, fhalbthirftnomore: irs 
the Lord Jefus from heaven, heavenly, What faith faith? I confent 


Lord, the reafon is ftrong; Itake thee, Secondly, the fulnefie, This : the fulneff 


d my foode is no {cant an halfe diet : its my flefh and my bloud,that of it. 
is, my felfe in‘ my Satisfaction and Efficacie, and‘my whole felfe, 
no part excepted, rhe whole’ Diamond unbroken: and with my 


 felfe, all that I can aftord, all my graces, tonourifh the whole foule 


in each part, for each defect, for tull encreafe : nota particular gift 
tothe minde, as knowledge, or to the heart, as patience ; bur all 
-Chrift and all his grace for the pertecting of the whole man in his 


Thirdly the a 


te offered thee, too heavie and grofle for thy receiving; But its 
“apt, pvepared for thee, meate laide unto thee, in morfells, ina cup, 
amecte. craught for thee, a body given and broken: A cupof the 
new Teltament in my bloud, What faith faith? I confent Lord, I 


doe take it as a for me, Fourthly, p:oprictie, The Lord 4 The propri* 
or 


addeth, Its given fc +t fhed for you; for you in perfon, and for ety of it. 
your wants and ufes in efpeciall : So broken and:fhed, as if no o- | 


ther, but you were regarded init : yea, though given for the finnes 
of the world, yet, {pecially for you, and your nourifhment. What 
faith faith ? She confents, Lord I leave not my portion for another 


to take, I take my owne my felfe. Fiftly gracioufly. Lord:its a nou= 5 The gregi- 
rifhment given, Ofteredto you; whatis freer than gift ? Sts not of it. 


urged, extorted by force onyour part (althoughifyee went from 
fea to fea, to get it, it were cheape onthe price ) but freely, and of 
_ mine owne accord, given, when it could not be expected ; witha 
mott plaine, bereeming heart, meaning as I fpeake, nottadeceive, 
nor defraud. What doth faith 2? Lord be it from me to wa 


fromthy meaning, I enquire no further,4 confent and take it. Laft- 6 The man- 
exhibiting it. | offeri¢ chee under fignes of bread net of xhi- 


ly, the: manner 
and wine, the ftaffe of tife, and cheere of the {pirits : Itis no other bition . 

as thy pardon, peace, and ; fo doth my Supper: The 
net of exhibiting diverfe, offer the notirifh+ 
ment is the fame ; onely here | offer it in a more familiar and apt 
manner, toreleeve thy infidelity ; let not that which I offer'thee 
for the better, in the more effe@uall 


Crar.8. 


The aa&, 


Of the Sacramental acts ofthe Commanicants, Part. 
- and be weaker in efficacy, What faith faith? She anfwers, Thy 


way isbeft, I confent, I take it in the way thou offereft ir, 
Thus.we fee how faith coricurres with the promife, and confents — 


toit. 


Vpon the Promife depends the charge. For marke,the Lord adds 


Obedienceof Take it therefore, eate and drinke it. Why? becaufe its fo qualified 


faith. 


The 
1, 


Take, eate and drinke this my 
_ profper and fare well. W hat doth faith? She obeyes the command, | 


_ and {natcheft his nonrifhment from him as a dogg 


for thee, and {o neceffary, that thou canft not take ir, but thou fhale 


__ profper and be happy ; thou canft not refufe it, bur thou mutt needs 


pine and perifh ; Therefore I who by promife have thus drawne 
thee, doe alfo by my Authority Command thee. I know amy 


things (as excellent and weighty as they are) yet are not efteeme 
becaufe they are unknowne: Therefore I who know them better 


than thou, doe require and 
yody and bloud, that thotr may: 


and faith, doe fo Lord, I take them as thou commandeft, I con-. 


- carre with thy command as with thy promife. Thus wee fee the 


firft worke of faith, to concurre with the offer of Chrift her non-_ 
rifhment, Thus much for that. 
The ufe of it ( ere we come to the fecond) is threefold , firft, of 
diftinétion or difference betweene a true Taker of the Sacrament, 
and a falfe, a beleeving one, and an anbeleeving;.Its worth our no- 
ting, becaufe every foole will be prating and fay,he hath taken the 
Sacrament to day ; Ohits high holiday with him !} His garments 
are all white. Butoh foole ? what taking is thine ? Onely of the 


Elements { onely the worke wrought If this will commend thee 


to God for atrne taker, its well, elfe allis loft, Bur-oh wretch! 
Thou art ataker indeed;butia theefe,thou takeft chat whichis none 
of thine, by facriledge. Thou takeft not by concurrence witha 
promife ; Thou neither confenteft to that, nor obeyeft the charge : 
thou runneft not with God, but out-runneft him, preventeft him, 
e, which he hath 
given onely to children. And this I will proove. Thou haft neither 


_ aconfenting eye of faith to fee what the Lord gives thee: nor yet 


a confenting heart to be affected with itznor yet a confenting hand 
fo receive it : more than fenfe conyvinceth thee of; thou takeft mot, 
becaufe thou confenteft to no promife; Thou haft a traytors heart 
within thee, None of all thefe fixe cords of this Sacramental pro- 
mife will draw thee : no, though the cord were made of many 
more links,thou wouldeft {till be the fame,an unwilling, unbelee- 
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the end ofthe Lord? Suppers’ 
_-ving wretch, and ftill warpe, withdraw from-God and diffent 
from his offer. Thott haft no a to cleave, to confentand obey, 
fay of thy unbeleefe, as of Sands hypocrifie, 1 Sam.1§. 


‘Though Samael did {undry wayes convince him, and ferret him 


— outot his hole,yet fo tainted an hypocrite he was that hee would 
not be convinced: He was at laft as at firft : he faid, Honour mee 


Sam. 19130 


yet before the people : and fo went away an hypocrite. Such is ferems 13+ 


unbelecfe : its like the Erhbiopians colour, or the Leopards {pots: 
if thefe may be changed, then may unbeleefe, not elfe. Oh! 


the endlefle and bootlefle urging of promifes upon unbeleefe ! 


behold her face in a glafle and abhorve her, and fay, Into her coun- 


fell let not my foule come | Andas I fay ofher treachery, fol fay © 
_ofher Rebellion: She will be awed withno charge, no more than 


won by a promife, Alas ! fhe thinkes as Eve thought being delu- 
ded by Satan : That God forbad her the tree of good and evill, for 
hatred and of eviil will: ailthat ever God had enricht her with, 


Gen.3,9.° 


could mot {way her rebellious heart, to conceiuea good thought of — 


~ him, ftill he did it to crofte her. So doth unbeleefe deale with Gods 
charges : when he tells us, He commands for our good,and not his 
owne ; that it might goe well with us: we anfwer, No, I cannot 
_ thinke fo, its harfh to my eafe, and floth, toyeeld: True, but if it 
were poflible thar thy rebells heart could ftoope, it would after 
{eeme pleafant, and thou wouldft not for the world but have'o- 


beyed, This by the way may ferve to point outthe contrary na- - 


tures of faith and unbeleefe. 
Secondly, its ufe of admonition to all that would take the Lord 
—- Tefus Sacramentall aright ; To refift carnall reafon. which refifts 
faith, and holds rhe under the bondage of fenfeand flefh.Ma- 


“ny when they come to the Sacrament in the fight of the promife, 


wonder that any man fhould not take Chrift and his nourifhment; 
who yet when they be baffled with carnall reafon, are fo farre off 
the hookes, that they wonder any fhould beleeve it 1 Beware of 
_ this lewde counfellor ; ifonce hee and thou have talked, hee will 
: ee the fimplicity of the promifer,and the nakedneffe of faith: 
ll thee with. fomany crotchets, that (as they in /o4®) thou 


4: 


‘4+ 


_ wilt cry out, How can thisthing be? Can he give us of his flefi? — | 
What a riddle is. this This 1S an hard faying, who can hele lohn 6,373 | 


_ Surelyno man that hath not chafed away carnall reafon; and clo- 
fed with the reg I doe not bid thee put off found reafon : for 
then I might bid thee (witha Papift) beleeve that bread is turned 
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flefh, and wine bloud : I bid thee not be mad ;but be not miftruft- 
full. Be not faithlefle ; afcribe not more to the Pilot than as 
that carnall Centurion did,becaufe he aw no other than likelinefle 
Of fhipwracke, An Angell of God (faith Past) ftood by me too 
| night and fecured me : I beleeve God therefore; I fee as lirtlé hope 
| as any of you, nay leffe;but yet the promife of God,and his charge, 
that I feare not, prevailes more with me, than all outward reafon! 
doe fo in the Sacrament, in the as ITurgedbeforein 
Baptifine. Looke at the word and charge, Except baptized of water 
_and Spirit, yee are damned ; cannot enter ; he that beleeves and is 
baptized, {hall be faved, Looke at this; and fay not, fhalla manen- | 
fohn 3,4, ter the fecond time into his mothers wombe and be borne againe ? 
But honour the promife, as Xga,when he was in the Arke was fa- 
Heb.11,7- ved by faith ; and the waters which fwallowed up the world, bare 
—FPete$57% yy the Arke and faved him ; God hath faidit and he beleeved. So 
Chrift hath {aid it, This is my body; Thisis my bloud. Why? (faith 
carnall reafon )I fee no more here than at home, what confequence 
isthis : here isbreadand wine, therefore Chrift nourifhment? I 
” gate and drinke, and take the one ; therefore I may take the other? | 
Whhat fenfeis here? Noneatall ; It muft be faith and Religion, 
not fence muftrulehere, not ( as Popery faith) againft common 
fence and true reafon to produce a thing impoffible) but to confite 
unbeleefe againft falfe and carnall reafon. 
Oh! either cut the throate of it, or it will cut thine | Lift up the 
Arke of thy faith above the rockes and cragges of reafon, or elf it 
will {plit : Begge the Spirit of the promife and of che command, to 
fet thee upon te rocke that is above reafon, Chriftand the Sacra- 
_ment, or elfe reafon will deftroy both ! There are more with thee 
2 King.6, 18, (a8 told his man ) than againft thee, if the ptomife and 
mand of Chriftbe for thee Its an evidence from God, and fubfifts 
in his faithfulnefle, power, and. mercy, grounded upon the death 
2Cer.5,1. of the Lod Iefus : Receive not this gracé in vaine, asifthy eares 
wereftopped, eyes blinded, hands Weld and by 
fence | Rather let this promife of Chrift loofen this chainé.,Saloe 
mon faith, A gift in the hand, profpers whither foever it goes; Oh! 
_ here isa gift in the hand, Take and eate, This is my body given for — 
you, and now given to you : let this profper again{tall the mutters 
of carnall reafon : and fay, Oh be’ there never fitch unlikelihood 
-Nuw.14,7,8; (as Caleb faid of the Anakims ) yer they {hall be but meate for us :. 
the Lord love hee willl give it us} So fay thou 4 
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fpoken, {tand-by fenfe, and be till : Tknow thou wilt beréady to” 
put thy felfe forth in and againfteach promife, but I will have'no- 
_eare to heare thee, if God {peake: The charge of God hath power 


to enable thee, as well'as to command thet ; it gives what it com- 


mands:; as when the Lord Iefus bade the Palfie man rife, hee put 
~ life and motion into his limbes and joynts, and left not the work to 


-thecriple; So I fay, refift fence and corruption by a promife and a 
charge of Chrift, and it fhall ftoope unto them, The Lord hath put 


an infinite power into one againft the other, 


And thirdly, te exhorted tocleave nakedly to the word of the Vez 1 


promifer, confent and obey, E/ay 1. The words are both ufed to Efay 1,19 | 


fignifie faith, for a matter not unlike : and (faith he) ye fhall'eate 


the good things of the land. So fay 1 heere, come with an open 


hand,ahd a hap heart,and a naked faith; and thou fhalt eate this — 


meate and drinke this drinke indeede never to decay, True apie 
_ henfion of the promife firft, willcaufe it, Say then thus, Lord thou 


fayd{t, feeke my face in the Supper, thou faydft, come, take, eate : 

What meaneft thou but this,that I fhould corictitre with thee, and 

bé of like minde, confenting to thee, that thou 
1 


{Seakelt as thou meaneft, without hooke or crooke! Oh Lord what 


fhould ler me ! Iam convinced, that if thou hadft not meant well, — 


thy felfe and Chrift might have {pared infinite labour’; Therefore T 


—confent. Thou fayft, takeas freely as I ofter ; béto mée'as am to. 


thee play,not the traytor; Beenlarged to me, for I amenlarged, Cor 
Oh Lord, fo lam | I beleeve, I dare*not dittruft, and defcant, and 17: 


play the flave with thee, but {ee caufe, why thy word fhould be 


as pure; true, faithfulloas thy felfe is : Tam the caufe of 
my owne forrow ; could I be to thee, as thou art'to my fore, my 


people, as th people, my thoughts, affections as thine’; Oh how 
bappy | I willftrive 
$0, for obedience; fay as Peter, At thy command I will Jet down, 


thou fhouldft feeke thy good in it,and not mine! {hold not I creepe 
and crouch for it, rather than urge thee to command meet! Nay, 


_ fhould not I feare that if I difobey thee’in thy charge, thou wilt 
_ threaten me with condemnation for not difcerning thy meaning [ 

Ohi] obey with all gladneffe ! Give power'to doe, as thou 
and 1 will doe what thou wilt ! And to’énd this point, deny ‘thy 
_ felfe, and come inthe fence of thy utter perifhing to the Lord for 
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let down, Luke 5. 
T will take thy Sacrament. Alas ! what villany were it to thinke, 


it at hich 
Ww 
to the Lor 
ome 
e Supper. peec 
$ prac 


t 
2 


160 Of the Sacramentall atts of the Communionnts, Patt.r. ' 
which the Ifraelites were bid to come to the Feaft ofthe Lord, 
Dent.26.5. Aperifhing Syrian was ‘my Father : So come witlra 
foule in love with his dainties, and dike to fterve for want of them.” 
The drowning man hath the moft taking hand ofall, the moft ’ 
catching faftening hand of all : two or three of his fingers will take 
more hold, thanan whole hand of one that is well enough ; be it 
never fuch a paulfey-hand, owen and fhaking, yer if a 
taking hand, it is.the hand which Chrift calls tohis body and 
— 2 Branch. The latter worke of faith, is the application of the grace offered 
Ap #4 "unto thy foule, for the gaine thereof. When thou haft beleeved the 
a promife once, doeas hee who hath bought and paide for his‘bar-_ 
eaine + incorporate thy 'felfe into the benefit of it, and apply it to | 
thy felfe: Take the Lord Iefus thy nourifhment fo, as he may in- 
truth really nourifh and doe thee good in all thy whole foule, in all P 
the powers of it, in thy whole body and all the members, and in alf ¢q 
thy whole courfe of cach part and fervice thereof, See tbe well | 
thee in all, thar thou profper in all, and blefle God for fait 2" 
‘Laid out by a When thou feclelt her carrying trom this body and blond of Chrift, 
fimiliude in into every faculty and member of thee, Faith in relation to Chrift, ” 
4-Bianches. inthe Supper, may be compared to the nourifhing foule and her 
naturall faculties in man, and thatin foure particulars, = = 
_ Faith Sacramentall refembles the ftomacke in the body, The 
 Bythetkoe — (tomacke we know fo takes the nourifhinent, as that it unites it to 
| mene. it felfe and alters it inthe propertic, that it may become her owne, — 
and beginne to lofe it owne forme, that it may put ona new, Till 
the ftomacke have thus held, clofedand digefted the meate, lo, it _ 
may be voided up againe, This is the firft worke. Faith takes the 
Iefus and clofes with him, puts him into the ftomacke of the 
—foule, digefts him there, unites him to it felfe, fuffers him not to ° 
_ depart away from her as he came, but holds him, makes him hers, 
and alters him in fome degree for her owne nourifhment, When 
_ the hand takes bread, flefh, drinke to put it in the mouth, lo its true 
meate in it felfe, but not rhe bodies as yer : but ifthe ftomacke have 
once laid it in clofe, lo, it ceafes to be ‘ and flefh,and begins to 
bethe ftomackes, and toundergoea due change that it may after-_ 
wards be the bodies food. The Ivie doth not fo clofe with the tree, - 
or the Mifle to the Appletree, for her owne end, altering the juyce | 
_ for her owne ufe, as faith Sacramentall, : alters Chrifts body, 
-bloud makes another, turnes it into matter prepared for her 
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felfe, Faith trucly faith, by vertue of the ordinance and Spirit of 
the fame, loe, This body is mine, my meare, I lay claime to it : this 
bloudis mine: All the grace of the Sacramentis mine, I dare not 
leave it behinde me, for its given for mee, asmeate for the body,. 
Andas the ftomacke clofes with meate as her owne, {fo doth faith 
with the Lord Iefus, for why ? By as due right this nourifhment is 


Secondly, faith is like the naturall appetite in the body : wee » By Natur 
know fich is the nature of that facultie in the healthy and ftirring, 4epsste: 


that there is alway a paflage from the ftomacke to the veynes ; and 
{o the appetite is cleare, the ftomacke kept cleane and fit for conti- 
niall attraction of new nourifhment. So is faith in the foule, it 
~ holds the foule in {uch perpetuall holy motion : and paflage of old 
~ nourifhment ; that it is alway healthy, and empty and open to re- 
ceive in new. Perpetuall expence of nourifhment, prepares her ap- 
etite to new refrefhing. The foule that is defirous of meat by ftarts 
and fits, is clogged,and makes not away. with the former:but when 
the ufe of nature hath conveied one meale away, and {pent the 

— {ti®ngth of one ; lothe veines grow very attractive and pinch the 
~— ftomacke to covet more, and to be in perpetuall appetite, Faith is 
the ftirring worke-man, or houfe-wife in the foule, never furfited 
with humors, or clogged fo with diftempers ; but that fhe retaines 
{ome {weete appetite after new refrefhing. Otherwife Chrift 
yefterday, to day, and the fame for ever, would grow fulfomé and 
wearifome with her: but by this meancs the appetite is in continu- 
all health, and temper ; ever fending forth fupply for new duties, 
occafions of the heate and life, and therefore ever capable of new 
-nourifhment with delight. Hence itis, that though the meat be 
not much, which fhe a yet fhe thrives merveiloufly ; and a lit- 
-tlein anhaile ftomacke goes a great way ? how much inore then 
when hunger makes her feed fully ? 


Thirdly, faith is like the great carrying veine in the body, from the 3 By the car- 
liver the fonntaine of bloud and nourifhment,& to the {mall veines "ying 


in the extremities of the members. For as the one derives the bloud 
into each part by a propriety ofnature facretly diftributing the — 
Mafle into feverall parts, according to their variety of fubltance 


and need : fo is it with faith, fhe comes to the maffe and full hea 

of bloud and nourifhment, fhe finds an hoorde of fulneffe in Chrift; 
and there fattens her pipes and veines of conveyance ; and thence 
fhe carries to the wfes of the foule whether for bleflings, a fober 
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462 Of the Sacramental acts of theCommunicants, Part.y, 
thankful heart : or for croffes, an humble, meeke, beleeving, and 
confident upon the promife of Chrifts protection : here the laies in. 
"grace to rule her felfe well inJmarriage, then in family, in hearing,.. 
in prayer : here fhe catches at grace to refolve her doubts, to bane: 
her corruptions, to better her confcience, tocomforther in fore. 
i giveneffe : none comes amifle; as the need and meafure of cach pa't 
Wea  gequires, fo fhe drawes and derives from Chrift, her wifedome, 

| fanttification and redemption. And lookehow'the 
i diftribution of nature, doth by fecret inftin& derive meete juy.ce 
for each part, not thatto one which is thejothers due :.but the ten-. 
6 he dereft to the moft flefhly, and the vifcous or courfe to the ftifter, as 

| mufcles and joynts : fo is ithere, the derivation of faith is wifer — 


than of nature. 
Secondly, having fo done, the lefler veines neareft to eachmem-. « 


ber to be nourifed, by the heate and concoétion of it, doth turne 
proper now ifhment into the fubftance of the nourifhed, that. 
ig both may be one ; and this is the eminent worke of faith alfo ; that» 

 tutnes the Lord Iefius, into the being of the foule fpiritually : it. 


doth not onely carry meet juyce to the part, leaving it there a 
plied ; but makes the meat and the member one, The Lord Iefus by 
faith dwells inthe foule, inhabits ir, isone with it, bone of her 
bone, and flefh of her flefh :and by his own {trength prayes,heaves, 
ig meditates in her: by his owne {trength, patience, love, humilitie, 
g puts “an influence into her for the like ; fothat of his fulneffe the 
foule hath grace for grace : yea E/ay 26, he doth all her workes for 
her, and in her : hee is afflicted and fuffers with her, rejoyces in her, - 
and fhe faith, ow live I, yet not 1, but Chrift sm me, 
Laftly, faith is like the naturall foule her felfe in her operation : 
om - for aswetfee men well fed, are fit for worke ; fois ithere. Faith 
exercifes the grace of the foule, received from Chrift Sacramenrall,.’ 
inthe of life, concerning each mans calling. Looke 
how it is with ten men that have beene well fed at one feaft, al- 
though they have ten feverall workes to doe, yet they gae cheerc-. 
fully about them ; the Plowman to toile, the Merchant tu projeét, 
the Scholler to his ftudy, the traveller to his journey ; the workes 
are feverall, but the fame feaft aftords (trength and cheere of bod 
and {pirit, to each of them, for the managing of his taske ;even fo. 
i Kings 19,8, £0 the ftrength of this cake and water, this Lord I efushisbodyand 
bloud, the refrefhed foule goes aboutevery lawfull fervice which 
the Lord calls her too one Pinder notanother;Butthereisenough 
in 


be 
& 
t 
\ 
& 


Cuar.8. ofsheendoftheLordssupper, 163 
in Chrift to fulfill all, and to fit each for his taske, So that, ifhe be 
ton well as the apparell ; lo, in the warmth and comfort ofir, — 
the foule is ready to goe from duty to duty, fromherrifing,toher _ 
lying downe; wks of her felfe was good for nothing. And thus fhe 1 Cors1, 39. 
-boafteth, boafts of the Lord ; and fees that as her fe fe cut off from 
him, is as the branch that withers, fo all her fufficiency is from 
God ; and as the fea fend§ forth all waters, and receives them, {o 
doth the Lord receive from faith the honour of his all-fiificiency, 
-Thefe few things may ferve fora draugh+ of this truth, how faith 
Sacramentalt applies Chrift to be her nonrifhment, having taken 
him in the Promife, 
Now I conclude with briefe ufe; partly of admonition;and part- The Ves, 
ly of exhortation to all Gods people, Firft be warned againft the ~ ,, 
lets of this Application. Beware leaft thy vaine heart be feduced admonition 
by Satan to forfake the Lord in the plaine way of his Ordinance,as in many Ca, 
if becaufe it is feely to flefhly fhew, therefore thou ftumbling at it, 
fhouldeft be carried from that which fhould doe thee moft good, 
todo thee moft hurt. Helpe thy hand of faith,by the hand of fence, 
ee the one by the other, but hurt it not. Refolve to get the Lord 
_ By his owne way. Miffe not the gripe and hold of a promife, for a 
fhaddow of thy owne conceit, Let not wandrings of thy minde, 
 fufpitions and jeloufies againft God and thy felfe, the guilt of old 
receivings, the examples of the common fort of Communicants, 
who make acuftome of going as they come ; the temptations by © 
thy owne unworthinefle, emptineffe, and bafenefle, carry thee 
from the fteddy beleeving of the promife, Tienot God to thy gir- 
dle ; rather fatten thy Boat to his Barge, to be carried by the mo- 
tion of it : Nourifhnotan evill eye againft others, that they grow 
by their receivings, and profper, bur not thou, Turne envy into » 
faith, and the fulneffe of him who hath blefled him, can alfo fatif® 
fie thee. Let not an evill heart of unbelecfe poffeffe thee, to thinke, 
the Sacrament will prove no better to thee, than ithath beene: ras _ 
ther thinke, its the way whereby God hath appointed to breake 
through the — : therefore the Lord will not fufter thee to live 
Thinke not bafely of Chrift, as ifhee overfaw all thy forowes, ~ 
wants, lets, doubts, annoyances, corruptions, temptationg: as ifhe 2 Pet,;.8. 
cared not that thou ftill welter in them, and get not out. Although 


they have continued long, yet know, a thoufand yeares with him, oe 
areas one day ; he hatha day offalyation: anacceptedtime, and : 
| M 2 : will 
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Exhortation, 


rifhment, and clofe with him for it. An 


_ dily to corporall nourifhment : Therefore reft not in any other 
-ftrument of application whatfoever, either in thy bodily, and car- 


_ amount higher than his fulneffe ; and fo long thy pipesare fure fS 
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164 Of the Sacramentall of theCommunicants, Part.y. 
will one day pick out fpeciall Sacraments,and by them fpeciall gra- 

ces, for f{peciall needs): cure thee of all the deadnefie, world, hol- 
lowneffe, pride and felfe which 1s in thee, if thou mourne under 
thy burden : fay, Corruption fhall downe, and Grace fhall outlive 
it, and I fhall yer fee better dayes, and beft at laft: though I feele 
little, feeing God hath faid it, I beleeve it, Doe not appoint God 


his meafure, nor his time : but waite and trie thy patience : per- 


haps God lookes for it : Light is fowne for the righteous, let them 
Waite till it come up. Such health, growth, ftaiednefle, and mea- 
fures as God hath alloted thee, fhall be thine:that Demenfum which 
thy wife fleward fees beft, is better for thee than a greater : Thou 
haft no promife of fuchameafure but of grace {ufhcient. Ifthou. 


_ haftany dramme of ir, know its pretious, thou art not worth the 
ground thou goeft upon, the breath thon draweft ; and wilt thon 


carve for thy felfe in the degrees of grace ? 


Secondly, and laftly, come and bring 4 faith to Chrift thy nou- 
remember, for as much 


as the Lord hath onely appointed this grace of faith to be that {pi- 
rituallyto thy foule, which the mouth,{tomacke and veines are he- 


nalltouch, or in the carnall conceit of thy minde, thinking thou 
commeft with a devout minde,or with that farth in the Sacrament, 


which the Churc h do-come with, infolded in a mytticall darknefle 


of devotion; for what foever is brought hither in ftead of faith, 
fhall be thy bane one day, and is abhominable to God. Let it be thy 
appetite, thy {tomacke, thy veines, thy foule, to draw, to unite, to 


_ diftribute, to affimilate, and to convey_Chrift into all parts of thy 
-dife. Lin nor till his {ubftance be thine. If thou hadft a fundry friend. 


to furnifh thee with fundry boones, thy want would fend thee to 
them all : Fo the Lawyer for direétion in thy -fuites and troubles; 
to the Phyfition for thy difeafes ; to the rich to borrow monies;and- 

haps for neceffitie, to a Divine, in trouble of minde : Counethe © 


Lord fefias all, Ifa poore man be asked why he makes fizch a trade 


of it, to frequent fuchan houfe : Hee will fay, Itsa full houfe, its 


_nordeare, to: trouble it often. To be fure, here, to this ftore and 
wel-{pring; the oftner thou come (to the Supper I meane)the wel- — 


comer. If his fulnefie cannot make thee emptie, know all thy emp-. 
tinefie cannot robbe him of fulneffe, Beleeve that thy neede can not 
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Cuar.8. and, oftheend ofthe LordsSupper.  16§ 
be filled. But come in faith, and bring a’ free heart, and an emptie 
bucket, and be to him, as he is to thee : Come to him to cloathe na- 
kednefle, to pay debts, to rid thee of chaines ; and let there be no 
fulnege in him, whereof thou feeleft not neede,and then as the Sa- 
crament is appointed to thee for {peciall growth in godlinefle, fo 
fhall the Lord Iefus become unto thee ; and thou fhalt not be the 
firtt fervant that fhall bring ina falfe report of Chrift, for an hard 
mafter to thee, as hypocrites doe. And this be faid of this maine 
point,chiefely aimed at in the firlt part of this Treatife,to thew the 
ufe of Chrift our neurifhment. | 

One point {till remaines : Namely, the fecond act of the people, The fecend — 
to eate and drinke Chrift, Which I diftinguifh from the other for a Sacramen+ 
jut caufe, When thefe rwo acts are divided in the Text, I expound ‘4 “ the | 
for one thing, Take, that is, beleeve;and eate, that is,beleeve; 
but when I finde them joyned,efpecially in fo folemneatextasthe pyinke 
Inftitution of the Supper is, I avoid repetition, and doe conceive The meaning» 
two things to be meant, by Taking (as I have faid) Beleeving, otic. — Z 
By Eating, enjoying the benefite, or delighting the foule in the Enjoying the | 
fruit thereof, according to thofe Texts: Of the frust of thy labour a ri | 

thou foalt eate, Pfal, 128, 2. Efay 1.19. Thou fhalt cate the good prs 
things of the Land, In which places, Eating is not taken,as in John, pfay 128.2- 
Except yee eatethe flefh of the Sonne of mar, yee have nolifein you 1,196 
(where eating is taken for beleeving ) but as here, for enjoying, So loh'6.5 1-53 
then the eating of Chrift Sacramentall, is, That {pirituall enjoying & 
of the Lord Iefus, and all his good things which we have received: 
to beare our felves as well apaid ones at his feaft,& fuch as are filled 
and fatished with himfelfe, defire no better condition, count our 
_ portion to be fallen into a good ground:and fo reflecting upon our 
foules what wee have found at his Table, rejoyce therein as in 
fpoiles,and behave our felves as thofe who have beene keeping ho- 
liday in his houfe, and feafting inthe Mount ( not of Sinai or He- 
reb, as did) but the Gofpell, €/ay 25.8. and therefore wee Efay 25.8, 
having that wee came for, be as wee would be ; and poffefle our | 3 
foules with exceeding ‘complacencie and contentment,and enlarge 
them to the Lord with joy and thankes, rejoycing in him, as Ma- 
rié faith, our Saviour, and God all-fufficient. NE 

_ For why ? Is there not good caufe, or neede we be afhamed, or The grounds 

plucke in our heads'as if confounded ? No, the feaft we have beene foure. 

at, and the difhesshereof are things of perfec fweetneffe and con- 

tentment ; and that inrefpect of hele re perfections ; firft, Safe- 
| _ nefle, 
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neffe, fecondly, Purenefie, thirdly, Fulneffe, and fourthly, Dura- 
bleneffe. Inall thefe, the dainties of Chrift exceede all other, 
-y The fafetic and hein them all other objects. The world hath her delights and 
thereot. feaftings, both wicked indifferent liberties ; but neither fafe, 
both dangerous, Theeves delight to fteale money, and ftolen wa- 
ters are pleafant : True in the tafte, biit as the Prophets Booke,Bit- . 

2 Sam. 2,26. per gn the bell noweft thou not that there wih be bitrerneffe inthe la- 
ter end ? 2 Sam.2,26, When prifon, feares, gibbet come, then all 

the honey is turned into the gall of Afpes, as /eb 20,14. Wic- 

lod fkedneffe 15 dangerous inthe iflue: witnefle Gebaen’s booty, 
chans Garment.and gold, the Fooles eafe in his plentie ; the Har- 

lots taking her fill in pleafure, in her husbands abfence ; but her 

{teps are not as her or: thefe drophony, but they goe downe 
(with her guefts) to hell. Nay even of the indifferentelt liberties I 

may fay, there is no fafet:e in them ; for there is a furfeit in them, 

either to body or foule: W ine isa mocker,and {trong drink is a de- 
_ceiver;there isa hook anda {nare underneath;in the flue, they bite 

as a Serpent. Too much honey is not fafe ;it furfeits,and kills: even 
as fealts of great plentie breede difeafes, and make worke for the 

Phyfitian, The unfafenefle of the beft thing, makes it imperfe Aly 
contenting ; bur the feaft of Gods corne, andoyle, and milke, (as 

Efay.ss,t, itcoftsnothing) E/sy 5 §.1, Soa man may feede on them without. 
| feare;as in Verle Eat gsed things and /pare mot:curbe not,nor put 
a knife to thy appetite, the more the better ;no furfeit is in them, - 
Let thy foule delight and fatiate it felfe in this fatneffe, there isno | 
hurt in it. Not fate onely in refpec& of Gods leave and warrant : as 
$alemon faith, Drinke of thine owne wells, thou art truly intitled 
to them in him in who all things are thine by:but thou fhalt never 

| heare of them after, for any danger they can doe thee. Reade E- 
8. In all other things is exceffe. 
CheirPuree Secondly, thefe Dainties Sacramentall are pure and meere, 
NEC compounded, and without the mixture of carnall delights : 
Sweet js that of Salomon, The Lord oimes the righteous a por- 
tion, and no forsow with it, He meanes, there is no checke of an 
ill confcience in It ; as commonly in worldly contents there is, ¢i- 
ther by the perfon, or by the things ; either the ufer is none of 
Gods, or the things are ill come by, and impurely ufed: Burhere is" 
neither impureneffe of perfon or of things; each are pure to other, . 


Tit. 1, 7+.1.1§. whereas the confcience of the impure isdefiled, Henceit 
Dan, 5,45. 38, that this mixture marres the feaft, As we {te in Be/foazears jol- 


| 
| 
ba 
a7 
é 
* 
sant 
| 
4 
| 
| 
4 


: 


and, of theend ofthe Lords Supper. 167 
lity, there wanted no mirth, but the Lord caufed fuch an horror to 
fall upon it, by that hand writing, that all the joy vanifh’d, As hee 
in the Fable, who all the while he was feafting had a maked {word 
(hanging by a briftle) with the point downewards, fanging over 
him. As once one faid (when he had fhewed a friend all his Trea- 
fures. ) But what if a man fhould goe to hell with all thefe? When 
Haman had related all his contentsto Zerefrand his friends, hee 
addes, Yetall thefe doe ine no good, when I fee Afordeca: fitting 
in the Kingsgate. The {weet meate of the wicked hath fowre 
— fawce; but thefedainties are pure, meate and fawce are good, in 
themfelves they are holy, fo to them pure. 
The third perfe@ion is their fulneffe. In all other contents there 3 the com- | 
is a {cantnefle, in re{pect of the number, that men have not enough Pleatneile. 
~ ofthem : Ifmen of poore become rich, then they want pleafures ; 
if both, then they want honour to make their content full..So they 
ftrive {till tor an earthly Paradife, which ts loft; andwhen they 
all, yet their foule hath not enough: But thefe dainties havea 
- fulneffe and comprehenfion in them able to fatisfe the f{pirit ; 
_ there is an equalneffe in them thereto, both are eternall, The heart ‘ 
~hathenough, as Jacob {aid when hee faw the Chariots ; and al- Gem.45.25. 
though it longs After more for meafure, yet it findes reft and quier, ne 
even in-the kinde of the things which are perfectin their nature, 1 
When men take money in a market, or for their rents, {till they like 
that they love, but yet they want, and there 1s an hole unftopt : the pyoy.30,16, 
_ barren heart cries as the grave, give, give : and ba fave,becaufe = 
they have not enough : yea though they had enough (for a medio- — 
__ erity is enough for a fober minde ) yet becaufe there is not a quality 
 ofcontentin them, their increafe workes no full fatisfaétion. A 
man that hath {pending money enough, wants a ftocke ; another 
hath money to buy him one fute, but he wants for change.: or hee 
hath enough to buy one of cloth, but not of velvet: or it hee have - | é 
_that which will fuffice for apparrell, yet confidering that chil- | 
dren, diet, futes of Law, and friends call for more expences ; that 
he hath, joyes him not fo much as that he wants grieves him: So 
are all the fulneffes of the world, they have a {cantneffe : not un- 
like toa caate made f{cant, which comes not over the wrifts or 
knees or bofome, but leaves them bare, But thisnourifhment and: 
_fulneffe of Chritt is as is defcribed, inevery kinde, anda full fup- 
_ ply, as I noted before, and efpecially, out of Revela.3. 1 6. by ane- Revel. 3.16. 
numeration of all things forufe and price. 
The fourth and laft is durableneffe,and continuance, When 


Efter 5,13, | 
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_ goe to Pageants, and enterludes, oh | how they are tickled ? How 
they could {pend dayesin them? But when all is done, they are all 
a-mort. As I have heard of fome befotted Epicures, who were not 
able ro fubfift, when their games and drinkings were over: and 
therefore fo laid.the matter, that the end of one fhould beginne the 
other; tillatlength with rotten bodies, and wafted con{ciences, 
and emptie purfes, and tired {pirits, they fell dead over their cups, 
and games, Alas, though this were a prodigious, yet not a perpe- 
lafting; and yet fuch a one as made themfelves laft but a while, 
But lo, the things of this feaft are durable meate, drinke, riches and 
honour, No wonder, they iflue froma fountaine, Jer, 2. 13,nota 
broken pit: A Fountaine ( wee know ) though it be buta fingers 
deepe, yet outlafts a lake that is up to the middle ; the one payres 
with ufe, the other is fed with a Fountaine. Durablenefle in Linde, 
and durablenefle in fucceffion, is g°eat perfection. If a man could 
buy cloth which would laft all his life without wearing, and yet 
daily weare better and better, oh, what a market would he thinke 
he had ? When thofe fading and blafted crownes of Lawrell and 
Wormewood are withered ; mens gaines, feaft:, brave clothes, 

‘games and companies: then the garland of a Chriftian made of 

Semper-vivum, not the hearbe,but the grace of the Sacrament,fhall 

flourifh and {urvive upon the heads of the beleeving receivers; and 

when fome of them blaft at their death, yet they ceafe not till ano-. 
ther crowne of immortality fucceede for ever and ever.Rejoycein — 

_the Lord ; but how long? Not as in froth, and the cracking of 

thornes but alway, and againe (1 Ay) 

Vier. Letthis then be both to diferace the and mirth of fooles,and— 

to advance this feaft, and thefe dainties of Chrift in his promife and 

‘Sacrament. Firlt, I challenge all fenfuall ones whofe complacence 

is in their brave buildings, fafhions,and fethers,meetings,and plea- 
{ures, tales and trickes, to fillupand pafféthe time away ; come in, | 

~ fetthefe to the contents of the Lord Iefiis : andif ye can make e- 
quall in any of thefe foure kindes, wee will renounce our portion 
and cleave to yours ; we will cry with you, Greatis Diana of the. 

-worldlings, But if Chritt exceeds yours in all foure, wonder not if” 

- we come not inunto you : but tremble you for your fitting fo long | 
upomthe divels deafe egges: throw egges and neaft upon the dung-’ 
hull, and comein, and joyne- with us, caft your lot in with us, and | 
letus have but one portion. We would not change with you al- 

_ though we might have this boot, to tell money all day, pend bare a 
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when we have done : although your lufts commonly ftrip you, ¢- 

yen of the outward alfo, Reft not in a fhort ruffe, andrunning pull 
of joy, and to fay, Would there were neither Preacher, nor Puri- 
tan in England, Alas! your time is fhort, and your forrow will be 
endleffe: Let Husband and W ife looke back and fay each to other, 
What fruit have wee had of alluncer the Sunne? Surely, neither 
fafe,pure, full, nor lating’: therefore let us forfake it in time for a 


better, while there is feafon, | | 


spa let itexhort all Gods people to fet their heartstoeate V/e 2. 
things ( for all their fourefould excellency )to delight in Exvort-to ¢8- 
fatnefie, and to enjoy the portion with found complacencie and !°7 * 


theie goo 


content which the world knowes not,nor fhal ever enter into, TelL- 


doe men fow, purcha/e, build, labour ? Is itnot for the fruit?’ 


Vieall thefe in their kindes, burenjoy thefe, andin fo doing, yee 
have the perfection which nothing elfe can, and thefe doe aftoord 
tothe foule, But here yo will fay is the difficulty, Tanfwer, I will 
point bricfely at two or three branches of direction and fo e6n+! 


The firft is this, Delight inthe Lord for this perfection of foule- Dice&ions 


content which he offers in his Chrift. The perfection of love is joy: forst,thyee. 


let him have perfect delight of thy heart, for his perfect nourifh- 7 be rt de~ 


| | | G di 
nent, If David well, Delight su the Lord, and he give thee od 


he hath already done it, that he may doe it more? Vie the Ordinan- _ 


thy hearts defire:how much more then fet thy heart upon him, wheri! 


ces of Word, of Prayer, yea of this Sacramentall Chrift our nou-- 
rifhment, as a ftirrop to get into this full, fafe,pure, and durable: 
object of delight in the Lord, his Chriit, and Spirit, who( when all 
thefe prs helps which ferv€ to proppe up a Pilgrims travell, as fo 
many baiting-places nll he get home ; fhall fatle : ) yet fhall be the 


_eternall delight ofthe foule in glory. Begin this complacence and | 


well apaiednefle of heart, here : and if it ke hard, pray to God to 

give thee a judicious heart, to underftand the weight and worth of 
the things, and todelight groundedly in thofe things: which are 
belt, and approved of God to deferveir, As if a Iueller affure thee 
of the value of apearle, he neede fay no more. And pray alfo that’ 
all thy affections may follow, love, joy,(feare to forgo it) forrow, 

— (if weakened) and all the reft, as in a Gentlemans houfe, létthe’ 
Welcome aitranger, and allthe fervants Will ftrivetodoe 

; Beicechhim thathis Spicie of comfort by faith, may not onely 
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fhew thee the good things he hath given thee, 1 (or.2.12. but fhed — 
a lively {weetneffe and yoy in them into thee, fo that as the Vine 
Judz o,11,13 faidy Thom wilt wot forfake this thy fatnef[e and [weetneffe for any 
a thing. Befeech him to purge thy confcience from all creeping de- — 
 filements of thy felfe, world,Satan, or croffes, which might dampe 
it: and foraifeup thy foule by them, above all this earth, which 
might eclipfeit : Ifit bean heaven upon earth, now and then ta 
beleeve a promife, to favor a Truth, to receive a Sacrament, to be 
in good company, to refit a luft, to revive a grace ; what thould he 
— be who is all thefe, and whereby fhould the heart be fooner raifed 
tohim, thanby that which makes all this good chee'e, the Sa- 
crament of the body and bloud of the Lord Iefus? Oh! maintaine . 
Sam. 1,18. nomelancholy diftruf againft this, Buras 1 Sam.t. when 
fhe had heard E/:,was quite another and wept no more, fo be thou, 
P emmna till was achokepeare,(and fo fhall there never ceafe fome 
thing or orher to correct thy content, ) but yet now was no 
more thought of. Remember if food and alway goe to- 
A@ia,17, nether, (as 44.14.17. how fhalt thou hold up thy face beforethe | 
Lord of this feat, if thy fad heart poifon it? Leni: 
 sMaintaine Secondly, adde this ; maintaine this Communion with God dai- 
commumon Jy, Asthe influence of Chrift in the Sacrament isa {peciall peece of 
within. our communion with God: fo, when we are gone it fhould make 
us fond tohold it, that we might be as it were drunke with the 
wine of his cellers, and the pleafures of his houfe, That fo we ma 
-keepeacommunion with him daily from Sabbath to Sabbath : and 
be alway breaking bread, and receiving, as thofe difciples at Teru- 
faiem, who attended the comming of the holy Ghoft. David was 
{o ravifht with that he felt in the houfe of God, that he faith,hadI 
but one thing of God, this it fhould be, That J might bebold his face 
| in the beauty of his Temple and helineffe, and yet he might never 
come into the Prietts Sanctuary, much lefle the Holy of Holies, to 
feethe mercifeate and the Arke under it, covered with glorious 
-Cherubins : which wee may doe daily, This is to {pend our whole 
‘lifein Gods Honfe, P/a/, 23.ult. Not to be never out of it, (which 
old Anna her felfe could not) but toretaine that favor of immor- 
tality and hope of eternall life, which che communion of Saints in 
the W ord, and Sacraments doth breed in the foule. Oh, thefmell — - 
of thefe {pices in the garden, which the North-windof the Spirit, 
Cant.4.16, doth atord to our Cant.4.16. fhouldfo perfume us, as all 
other fellowfhip fhould ftinke unto us : as no doubt Peter his — 4 
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and, of the end ofthe Lords Supper. 17 
- did, and all the world when he was with Chrift, and (Wofes and | 
Elias upon the Mount, and would have built three Tabernacles, mach.17,4. 
As thofe brutifh ones longed, # hen will the Sabbaths be gone, and ) 
the new CMoones be paft ? (meaning thole feaits of continuance for 
weekes ) fo fhouldft thou long for them. When willthey come? 
And with David, Pal. 85. Oh, my heart fainteth, and my feete long 
for togoeto thy Temple\ How rare are fuch in thefe dayes,in which’ 
though our cups and veflels be of filver and gold, yet our receivers 
are wood and ftone (for the moft part) and fuch as favor not this 
bread of life, and foode of Angels, How fhould weke afraid, left ® 
this Idoll of forme eate up all, as thofe leane Kine in Ger.4t.18,and Gen.4t.18) 
~ lanke eares devoured the fat and full ones. Where is he Whoofo 16,29. © 
comes to the Sacrament, as loth to leave it, and to goe into theaire 
of the world againe ? I commend not the excefle of thefe old 
Monkes, who forfooke the courfe of the world, for to live alwa 
in holy fervices : But this I fay, few fuch there! are; who doefa » 
much as hold any favor of this communion of Chrift Sacramentall, 
a fewidaves after: Oh! then, fuch as have found this hoord of | 
grace in the Supper, keepe it daily alfo,that it may attend ye fortie 
dayes, till the Mount of God, 
Therefore, let our daily courfe hold this communion. Butshow, Ditetians: | 
may fome fay ? I will adde one or two words of dire@tion. Firft, '* * 
in the due exercife & quickning of the graces of the Spirit within 7° 
its ; both the life of faith (in all eftates, bleffings, and crofles :imalb 
meanes ordinary, and extraordinary in their, feafon as well as.the | 
Supper ¢ all having their particular ufe') alfo in all. dutiesofbort | 
Tables ) and, the frnits of this faith, I meane the gracesofthope; 
love to the Saints ( the partners with us in this communion, P/a/, pij.16,2, 
16,2 )and patience, humilitie, courage, thankefulneffe, and the 
reft ; of which I gave a touch before in the paintof; fruitfulneffe, 
Secondly, walking with God daily,as beiag underhis tye,aw filly, 2. 
purely, and foberly, ap our félvesto himin the way:ofour Gen,;,22. 
‘life : making his Word our delight in ‘both thepromifes;com= 
_mands,and threats of it;and fo holding the. Lordihidur fight,as loth 
‘to forgoe him, Afcending im dur thoughts fromourdwn- 3, 
welfare.in private, and forcing our.awcke -heattsto th¢-fervice'of. 
(as ‘David, Ad, 13,26.) as well as looking: that ivgoe-Aas 13,36. 
well with our felves, (of which felfe-love our {pirit is full Quod, 
_ except this grace fcoure it out. ) Remember westhatthegainewe = 
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172 Of the Sacramental acts of the Communicants, Part.re 


| get by Chrift in‘his Affemblies, fhould preffe upon us the bewai- 
Zeph. 3,18, ling of the loffe thereof, Zeph. 3. 18. the befeeching God to efta- 
blifh the Lord Jefas, andro fetup his King upon his Zion, inthe 
‘power of his Ordinances, to demolifh the Throne of Satan and_ 
Antichrift, that the Scepter of Chrift may prevaile every where a- — 

gainft Popery, Atheifine, Blinde devotion, profane- 

4- _—nefle, and forme of godlinefle. Laftly,in an heavenly heart,as Phs/, 
Phi.3,18 2.98, knocking us off from below, moderating our liberties for us, 
enlarging us to defire his glorious prefence, to have communion 
with him as hee is; concluding,that 1f thefe treaties with him at di- 
{tance ( as inthe Supper ) be fo {weete ; then much more to eate 
Luke 22.16. and drinke itin his kingdome, Lxke 22,16. Oh! ifourtreafure be 
ae there, let our hearts be fo alfo, and fend we them before us, in to- 
Phil-2,1.2. ken we looketo remove thither as our abiding place: Ph:/,2,1,2, 
Cor.s,1. Thus doing, we fhall ufe the Supper forthe end which 
it Was given for, to fupply the abfence of the Lord Iefus fromus, | 


Luke 22.16. Luke 2>,16,17, till we may enjoy it. | 
Thethird, . Dhirdly let that good we have got out of the Sacrament,{o plen- 
impartinz our tifully abide in us, that we impart it to others, The nature of thefe 
(clvestoo- graces is {uch ; notto feede on them alone. When thofe Learers, 
taers. King.7,12.had filled themfelves in the Aramits tents, with {tore 
* Aing-7+12- ofall things, their hearts {inote them, for ftaying there fo long:and 
they refolved to haften and tell the King and people of it, that were 
Rlarven in the citie. So fhouldft thou: The Sacrament, is called a 
“communion in this refpect as well asthe former. Poore birds if 
they lightupon {cattered corne, call their fellowes tothe heape. _ 
When S2mp/on had found honey, though he kept theriddle, yet he 
imparted his honey to ns Father and Mother. The benefits of Chrift 
are not ofa fecret and private,but a diftufive nature: Let us be afha- 
med to confider that other things in the world are fo perfected by 
¢Omunion,that neither Trades, Arts,Cuftomes & fafhions,nor any 
other thing, have caufe to complaine, but the matters of Chrift are 
~ now at the bareft and loweit ; Why ? favethat thofe that fhould 
excell inthem, ‘conceale their skill and experience. The Commu- 
-nion day, fhould be our exceeding day, and as in feafts, fo in this, 
we fhould fend (‘or-carrie) portions, and acquaint-others ( wifely 
and feafonably ) with oar lot, and receive from them like intelli- 
‘gence. And thus much for the fecond generall head; viz. The grace 
ofthe Supper. I conclude. with the laff) © 
me And that is the:particular end of the Sacrament, viz. The fealing 
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andy ofthe tnd of theLonds 19g 
unto a beleeving foule, an-aflurance of that.gtace which it exhibj-The ead 
teth; I have. beforeof this'fealingypower. I will adde but a 
nerall,, to this particular, Defiring 


little for the applying of the 
the wife Reader, to afd rake ufe of what I have {po- 


ken of this fealing worke in generall,and to apply it here in {peci- g 
-allto the fealing of the growth; as already I have fpokenin Bap- i: & 
of the fealing of our Birth, or Regeneration... 
And, that my Reader may retaine the ordinary view of the’two 4 necdfulldie 
fealing works, this or letmedays fir, chat the Spirit of grace greffion ta 
is given by God, to attend each Ordinance; both the Word of Pro- thew the or- 
mife, and the Seale of Promife; and that tothis end to worke per- der of the 
{wafion of the foule, and to caufe it to beleeve the thingsthat are ~ eg | 
iven her of God, Then écondly, note, The object of this perfwa- “"""", 
| by the Promife isdouble; and therefore the object of perfwa- 
fion by the Seale is. double : Firft, perfwafion of the foulethat fhee 
is truely the Lords, truely called, regenerated, and borne of Ged, 
_ That is tofay, reconciled to him, and renewed in him, Secondly, 
perfwafion that fhe growes in the grace of the new birth, and fhall — 
as a lively member of her head, till fhe receive the fulneffe 
_ of that part. That God is the Author ofboth perfwafions,appeares 
by the two maine heads of unbeleefe, \hich formerly I noted to 
refide inthe foule, Firft, that fhe dare not beleeve at all, that the 
Promife of mercy reacheth to her. Secondly; that fhedare not be- 
_leeve that fhe fhall ever reachtoany further degree of fanétificati- 
on than fhe prefently feeles, Both thefe the Lord in his double per-_ | 
{wafion confutes. The third thing is, the: Spirittherefore applies ir 3: 
felfe to both thefe; (yet not alway in one and the fame meafure of -— 
per{wading ,but )according to the neede:or proportion of each parr. 
By the Promife of the W ord, fometimes it works more, fometimes 
lefle perfwafion, as feemes beft to himfelf : and fo, by the: Seale of ' 
the Sacrament, he doth likewife, worke weaker, or ftronger affu- 
rance: For though therebea perfwading pow'‘erin an high degtee in 
both, yet the Spirit is no fervant tahis Otdinances,burhis Ordinani- 
ces to him:they thal perfwade more ot lefic,a¢cording as that pow- 
-erof Chrift which the Spirit difpenfeth,: ismore or l€fle conveied 
_ into the foule, by his perfwafion, Hee is never feparated from pro- 
_ mife or Seale,according to the meafure of his working by both.But 
thatisas he lifteth’; for he bloweth whereand How favhe pleafeth. 
Fourthly,nete,the chiefe & maine perfwafion of ithe Spirit inthe 4° 
Word,is the Spirit of the fealing Promife,& thechiéfe workofthe 
Spirit of perfwafion in the Sacrament, is the ‘Spirit of the fealing 
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194 Of the Sacramental acts of the Communicants, Part.r. 
‘S acrametit, Aid therefore as the Seale with the Promife, is above 
‘a promife alone ; So the Spirit of the Seale with the Sarcament, is 
above the Sacrament alone ; and confequently, the fealing power — | 
ofthe Sacrament is above the Sealing power of a Promife:theSa- | 
‘crament being (ordinarily inftrament of working thefouleto 
the higheft affurance which it can enjoy in this world, whether iof 
uth of her regeneration which Bapti{me,or the growth there- 
in, Which the Supper fealeth and perfwadeth. Sealing is the high- 
eft periwafion, and Sacramentall fealing, the higheftfealing. Wee 
doe not limit God to his Sacraments, but (ordinarily ) we fay, he 
limits himfelfe in this kind, Lattly, I adde, the moft apt way to get 
the perfwafion ofthe Spirit in an higher meafure,is to hold clofe to 
the lower meafure, Asin the promife, the beft way to get the per- 
‘{wafion of the Spirit of promife, is to cleave tothe bare naked 
word, and truth of the Promifer for himfelfe. So, rhe next way to 
-compaffe the beft meafure of fealing per{wafion in the Sacraments, _ 
isto come unto them with faith in the per{wafion of a promife : 
for marke ; the Spirit in multiply sleet doth neverlofe 
the former meafures, but holds on ill as grounds unmoveable, 
Hethatcan now fwimme without bladders, yet retaines the skill 
he got firft by them : and hethat makes true Latin of his experience 
_ and art,yet forgets not his Rule,by which he firft attained it:ftil the 
~ power of the bladders abides in the man that {wims alone: and ftill 
the power ofthe rule is in him whe@f himfelf doth fuddenly {peak 
-true Latin: Even fo the promife {till abides in the feale of the Sacra- 
_ament,andthe per{wafion of the fealing Spirit,although it be above 
a promife,yet it isnot without it,but holdsthe relation clofe. Even 
as the feale and delivery, and feafin of apurchale, is above a Cove- — 
nant, yet never without it,but alway relating to it, & adding a fupe- 
rior {trength( which it had‘not before )of perfwafion and affurance. 

Pfe, Now I hnifh with the Vfes. Firft, if the Sacrament of the Sup- 

Terror in two per hath this:end, to feale the aflured growth of the foule in grace; 

Branches _Jer it be terrour for.two forts, '1. Papifts; who pervert end of 

‘Te the Sacrament to,bafe heilith ends of their owne ; of which before. 

2. Secondly, profane ones ; who come intheir finnes: who turne the 
Table of God into the table of divels : yea turne the Seale of the 
grace of Chrift, intoa Seale of Gods Curfe, into gall, poyfon, and 

water of triall of the Adultereffe. The Sacrament is not given 
~ thee tobeget thy fouletoGod, but to nourifh it being begorten. 
_ When then thou commeft to the Supper, bearing the Lord in hand 
~ that thou art the Lords ; Lo, thou calleft for vengeance, if thou be 
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Cuar.8.  4nd,.ofthe end ofthe Lords Su 
an unregenerate one ftill. Thou faift in. eftect, Lor 


and Wine be my bane if I belong not to.thy Covenant, As {he thar. 
durft drinke the water of jealouzie, knowing her felfedetled,im-. « 


plied her craving the rotting of her wombe : So I fay,toall fuchsif 
they come not hither for the right end of God, they cannot chufe 
but come for the wrong : either for the better, or for the worle, A 
-feale it muft needs be, noman can hinder it, yea toa covenant ; if 
not to the Lords, then to fuch a covenantas they belong too ; that 


is, a league with hell, E/ay 28. a league with their lufts, adultery,.. 


pride, &c. As ifthe Lord should fay,Be thou-yet more filthy {till by 


rebuke of my Sacrament, more proud, more profane ; Adde drun- - 


kennefle to thirlt, Fulfill chy meafure. Its not my Sacrament which 


caufes thee to be fo, but thy uncleane dunghill which dare offer it 
felfe to the pure beames thereof, As Jeremie Lam,.3. So doth this Lam, 3,65. 


- Ordinance cry in Gods eares, Lord feale them to an hard heart 


(which is thy curfe) to an hard heart which cannot repent,imourne, . 


beleeve ; becaufe they have abufed all thy calls in the W ord,all thy 
patience, and meanes,.and dare come hither in their finne, fend 


them hence with thy blacke marke uponthem, for the {caring of o- 


thers ! Nay, the Spirit of this feale cries after ye, ere ye be gone out 


- of the pretence of God, faying, how durft thou fit here to catch the | 


food of my People, with a dogges impudencie? with that heart 


which thou bringeft with thee from the Alehoufe or thy Harlot,or 


thy Oathes ? Goe thy wayes; never fruit grew more upon thee |! 
No raine,no cew fall upon thy hard heart! That which was a {nare 
to /udas, even the Table and foppe of Chrift, be a {nare to thee, to 
fall, and rife no more, If thou wouldft avoid this, lét this Doétrine 
of the feale pull thee ro the knowledge of the Covenant, 


Secondly, let it be an ufe of mourning to us, that we have fo few Ve 2. 


to whom the end of this Sacrament pertaines. Sure if itbe the Sa- 


crament of any, its theirs, whofe hearts want fealing of faith in the 
Promife ; queftion the perfeverance of their faith, their comfort, - 


hope, peace : Doubt, that thefe decay fo faft, as they fhall hardly. 


recover them, and Segre Gods meafires of health, growth,fet- 
e 


lednefle,aud fruitfulneffe is too good for them.Butalas!where are 
thefe now a-dayes ? Hace e {treame of this age carried them 
into another extreame,rather of formall prefumption and fecuritie? 
What fhall then this Sacrament do,if there be fo few whomi it cori- 
_cernes: Shall it returne in vaine to him that fent it ? No, it belongs 
to thofe few(for all are ‘noralike )whom the Lord loveth,and will 
feale to the day of the full affurance and redemption, Thé shad 


Toh. 13,26. 
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Admonition 


upon two 


grounds. 


Heb. 6, 


Joh 8,56. 


Grounds, 


4. 


1" 6 0 f hes acramental of the C ommunicant Se Part, 


fealing fhall not be quite ftreightried for all the finne of others, 
| Therefore thirdly, let it be admonition to all fuch,that they flight © 
not this end of the Sacrament, fo that it fhould not effe& that end 
which it ferves for. To which “9 in remember thefe two itetns, 
Firft, that this holy feale annexed to the legacies of Chrifts Iaft 
Will and Teftament,doth bea~e date from the firft Inftitution: and 
was purpofely then ordained by Chrift, becaufe hee knew the next 
day Kilbwion: it was to be in his full vertue immediatly upon the 
Teltators death, as we reade #eb.9.16. If then thofe rejoyced in. 


this fealing day, a farre offere it came, and {aw itas Abrabam and 


others by faith : then what excufe fhalt thou pretend, who feeft 
not this power and‘end of the Sacrament, being after the death of 
the’ Lord Tefus, ‘and being offered under the Signes of his death, 
thou mighft not doubt of the effect of it. Secondly,the Supper hath 
the preeminence in this kinde, not only above other Ordinances of 


eroth;but even the W ord it felf:wherin, although there be a power 


alfo of Sealing, yet not under firch Evidences of the Lord Iefus eru- 

cified ; nor uncer fo great an-authority and commiffion to Seale, 
Laitly, therefore let the Lords end in the Sacrament be thine : e- 

ven every poore foules portion, which groanes in {pirit for further 


_ perfwafion of her growth and increafe in pardon, holineffe, and 


lory. Put not off any meafures, or the Seales thereof, which the 
ligt offers thee: Let there be no effe@ ofany Ordinance, which 
thou fhouldft connt ftrange to thee, or walke in the want of, with 
any peace, Who knowes what encreafes God hath provided for 


thee ? But howfoever that be, difimay not thy felfe, as if ir were 


the portion of fitch or fuch ; and none of thine : If God will deny 


thee it, itis to humble thee (he can bring'thee to heaven througha 


leffe open doore) but let not thy floth and bafe heart as Ahaz, de- 


_ prive thee, either of the bounty of his promife or fignes ; leaft 


John 1049, 


doin 15,4. 


others enjoy it, and thou be ftript even of that thou feemeft to 
have, Go and fumme up thofe {weet promifes of God, for 
thy growth, Behold them, jo.9. /4.15.4. Reade alfo thofe 
texts before, Ephe.3,16. 17. and 4.° 5,16.Cob1.11, and fuch like, 
to fet thy teeth an edge. Spred thefe promifes before the Lord, 
begse his Spiritto feale them: Vrge + /0h,3,24.and 4,13. upon the 
Lord: And asa poore woman would cry to the Lord Keeper for 


his Seale, {0 thou to this ereat Keener of the Seale, to bring it out 


ro thee ; Doe not give him the lie, make him not a lier in his chiefe _ 
worke, Wherein his honour moft ftandeth, and in due time he will 
The end of the Firft Part. 
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THE 


TREATISE 
SACRAMENTS. | 


_ Preparation to the receiving of the Supper of the 


Lord, Is to our due behaviour 
a ame. 


An thewing, Firft, how aC 
_ may finde his preparation to the Supper fweetand 


eafie : Secondly, thecaufes why the Sacrament is fo un- 
worthily, or fruitlefly received by the worfer or better 
with the Remedies, 


» B. of Divin. Minifier the 


Let a man therefore examine bim(elfe, and [olet bim cate of that 

bread, and drinke of that cups f 

Verfe 29. For who fo cateth and drinketh cateth and 
his owne damnation, 
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To the Chriftian Reader, 
OcdRedder, I could not but advertife thee.of fome cautions in 
the method and manner of thy reading of the[e'Treatifes and 
here would frame my (peech to two forts ;the one weaker and 


more i enorant ; the otber as would thinke themfeluesweore 
judicions, To tho former I fay this: Firft, that whereas weake 
ences, lighting upon a booke of this nature, cloven in and wivided; 
are to enquire whether part % more ncce lary, and asthey fancy, fordtake 
what they lift,and leave what they pleafe:falling wpen that pars which they think — 
so gpeerelie joyned with prath:(e, paffing by the other As leffe necd full ; Therefore | 
Ladvife all [uch to ufe a better order sm their readsng, and ( fervants 
didin the fearch of the fackes, ) to begin wieh the eldeft and firf, andtoend 
with the laff;and to reade in order, fromthe beginning of thaformer Part, to 
the end of the latter : by which meanes it fhall cometo pale, that underfanding 
their grounds diftinilly and wifely, they feall proceede to aie with far 
greater and faveur, than otherwife they foould doe byt ir confufed reas 
ding, Lobferve alfa another folly in weake ones: That when the occafon of the 
Sacrament offered they commonly catch up [ome booke of that Argument, and 
while the pang lafteth, thesr devotion st, tilthey be weary ; but na 
whit bend themfelves to reade thofethings which chiehy concerne them : and ithe 
though they foewld light upon [ome fuch point, yet the difconrfa being coherent, 
anathey very nnfetled,can fearfe reade over balfe ene point : Therefere my comn~ 
Sek to fuch ss, To turne their {adden pangs into anordynary babit that is, to den 
wotetbemfelves to a diligent reading and coherent perufall of thethings, as they 
are handled, without (lightnef[e and needleffe interruption, whereby they {ball besh 
mcete with {uch things as doe concerue their eftate, and be able 
«Ring note thereof ) to turne to them at their neede, and not to be to fecke of 

nor wander inthewr reading at uncertainties; whith wih camfe their reading te 
be fweete, when they feele caine to enfue therchy, 1 3 
The latter caution te the more judicions this, Thar whereas fome of shem af 
fetting to be thought fo, when they mecte with a booke of this water. partly conte 

contemplation, partly pratlife: Thefe (1 fay) aveim another extreame 
and thinking the latter to be under their curious brasnes, dee guite paffe st over, 
and tf they thinke to £etfome new point, of deeper nature than ordinary, or fome 
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finde, that this knowledge of theirs, did dropas dew, and foake snto sheir hear 
and affettions, to feafonthem with a pions andcon{cionable regardof the Sacras 


diftinfhion formerly unknowne to them, ont ofthe contemplative ds{conr{z. that 
wil faften pas ftudy bard labouring indecde rather to pride them. 

| fe lves with oftent ation of [ome novelties or depths, than to edifte them/el ves 


with any pratticall andfavory truthes, at they are in To thefe ] Say this: 


That although I bave beene wiking to handle the Theory of this point of a Sacra 
ment, (both becaufe its little loo ed after, and alfo for fatisfattion 
fres of knowledge;) yet my chiefe (cope was, rather to draw mento love and em- 
brace the Sacraments, for their true gaine and [piviteall commodity, than to 
humour any frethy braine in meere puffe men up witha ina word, 
if the wek minded Reader fball purcha(e any thing towards more found Boul 


franding,by thefe my Collettions,] foal be clad ; but much more glad, sf I foul, 


ments, amore dwereverence in preparing themfelves to the Table of the Lord, 
and a more carefull furvey of themfelves after their recesving, that fo their 
— courfe might be much better, and their former errors re(lified and re- 
Now as touching the [cope of this latter Part; under ftand, that looke what in my 
former preface aud Treatife, [ have endeavored, for opening the Dottrine ; that 
I defireto docin this Part, for the ftirring up of praltife in men, in duc prepa- 
ving them/elves, and mecte receiving of the Supper, eAnd feerng st fo hely, 
Solemne, and hazardom a worke, it imports us te looke well to ony felves in our 


partaking thereof, Sacrament; brethren) are no morrall alts, (uch as the 


managing of our earthly affaires, buyings, (ellings, companies, recreations and 
which bolily to be but holy things iv their 
ture, emincntly [piritual and religiaus in themfelves,They containe Chrift Ie[us 
for thefealing wp of birth and profperity of the fonle, As the grace tsexcceding — 
Spiritual, which they exhibit tebeleevers : fou the curfeaspanal, which they 


threaten to the abufers, In ne ene thing doe we esther more aboundantly advan- 


tage ; mer in any one more endamage our felves, aswe goe to worke, Spiritual 
ardinances are beth {piritnally violated, and {piritually punifbed, Hoping tbat 
thus foort stem, through mercy foall prevaile as much asa longer with the wife, 
and craving grace from heaven upon usbeth, bidthee farewell, 
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Concernin g Sacramemtall general the Defeription of its and 
duty [elfe propounded, reafoned andurged,. 
WA 


y> the Sacraments ( wherein theufeof Bap~ 
& tifme was-urged )it now reniainéth that we 

scome to the exercife of the Suppet of ‘the 
Lord: Wherunto this fecond Treatife fhalk 

ferue(if God will) & where in (fomewhat 
more largely) the Doétrine of our’ Prepa- 
ration to this Sacrament fhall be propoun- 
ced: The rather feeing it was the chiefe fcope of the Book it felfe; 
and which occafioned at firft; the former Difcourfe) That forthe re 
_ligious Reader might in one view both underftand what a Saéras 
ment is, and how tobe received, Concerning which,: Lpurpofe to 
defcribe what this preparation is; and then in {peciall to defeend 
to'the branches whereof it confifts, with the ufe and. application 
hereof: and fo with fome dire¢tions and caveats arthe end;to 


conclude the Treatifé. hsi4 
Sacramentall Preparation and triall,is a duty required God, by.at 
N3 the 


Aving treated hitherto of the Doftrine’ of 


Entrance, 


preparatiog. 


| | 
Defeription of 
Sacramental] 


‘Six branches: 


diffcr. 


Preparation 
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178; Of Sacramental tril. 


hone wl all. I know well that they agree in one, and that the former word 


tion and triall ufaally is taken for the whole triall of a Communicant, My mea- 


_ of Converfion,or oe fervice & ordinance,requires a feparation 


the hands of all and every that defire to receive worthily ; by the 
due exercife whereofa man may difcerne whether or no Re bee qua- 


lified to receive ; and accordingly either to Communi- 
- cate with comfort or elfe defift for the prefent, till better prepared, 


I will briefely touch upon the feverals of this defcription, which 
are thefe fix. Firft, what difference there is betweene Preparation 
and Triall, Secondly, that Triallis a divine command, Thirdly, 


perfons who are.to try. Fourthly, what the due exercife of try- 


ing is, Fiftly, the difterent forts of religious fearch, and how this 
Sacramentall fearch difters from them. Sixtly and laftly, the end 
and {cope hereof, The fecond, and fourth of thefe I referve to the 
laft place, asmoft effentiall tothe duty. Touching the reft in their 
order I thatt rit fpeake a little oftthem, and foofthetwoother. 

And firit,let none cavill at my differencing Preparation from Tri- 


ning by it is, to fhew whata man who wouldtry himfelfe aright, _ 
is to doe, ere hee fer himfelfe about the worke. That is, to bring 
himfelfe within fome fuch compafie as may fithim the better to 
clofe with a triall of himfelfe. Not onely to fequefter himfelfe 


more gene- from other bufineffe and objects of the world and his calling, that 
all. he one thing at once ; butalfo to call in, and to calme 
S 


his thou and affections, fothat he may be himfelfe, and gather — 
up his loofe garinents, and gird the loynes of his foulc to doe this 
maine worke well ; that is, with a clofe, reverend, and intent pur- 
pofe of heart. Sa/emex hath a {weet {peech, For 4 mans defire he will 
Separate kim(elfe.; that is, lay afide for the time, all other bufineffe, 


and thoughtslofleffe confequence, thar he may do the maine thi 


to be defired, ina more due manner. And when the Merchant 
found the Pearle, he is {aid to withdraw himfelfe ; thatis, to goa- | 


| Romar to weigh well the worth of that he had found. And in the 


of Rebobeam, the holy Ghoft ufes this phrafe of preparing the 
heart to fecke God ; noting that to feeke God either in the worke 


of the foule from the ufuall affaires of the world, which diftrac& the 


mind from'weightier objects. As Sa/omon {peakes of the foole, fo 


it may be daid of molt men, ( who yet thinke themfelves wife) 
Their eyerare ingvery corucr of the world; that is, fo bufied and hur- 
‘Tied tathoufand vagaries and fancies abroad, that they 


_ nowhereleffe, than where they fhould chiefely be ; in the medi- 
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_becaufe they divideand 


manifo thoughts, 


_ neffe of many, who(tobewray w 
| ern in oe common talke and thoughts of bafe carnall things, 
Ww 

one fo with another, till they breed irkefomneffe in others, and a 
pollution of holy things to themfelves. Perhaps all are not fo 


-only,( where our fhops and trades and a 


_ clutter ofhoufhold bufineffe, is no worfhip; for that requires a fe- 
paration, 7 
can bedone. The hand which will compaffe Gods Altar muft be 


shoife worke well,except we be folitary iw ferjoussdo 


C The necefitits, reafons, anddfes ofit. 
tion of heavenly things : Hence that complaint of molt,that me- 
fo difficult to them; others, their memories,are fo fickle, 


rather uhite themfelves clofely ineo one;and be. 
have ftuftand fraught their mindes and hearts with fe 


and hort ts many irons in fire at once, that one 
hurts another; as in the crowding of a multitude at a fmall wicket, 


caufe 


(at which one by one might enter eafily) we fec its long ere any 


 onecan well | 
 Apoint of e, — firft that brutifh pr Vicofi, 
tReproott,; 


earts they have) can y 


hat 


are to kneele. down to prayer in their families, but mixe 


offe, as once one was in his faying Grace before meate, who 
ake off ufually in the midft, to bid his fervant to fet his 


‘dithes aright; but furely the finne of moft men is great in this kind: 


neffe, and over head and eares in other matters, hee muft pardon 


od will take them as hee findes them deepe in their bufi- 


them for Triall at the Sacrament; for indeede they have ufed them- 
felves to fuch a courfe, that either they muft defile Gods worfhip 


with their owne vanities, pleafures, profits, either they muft ferve 


God and Mammon at once,or not at all:they never knew what an 


empty heart meant,unloaden of her ufuall thoughts and affections, 


prepared for God, ferious and withdrawn from it felfe;they count 
it impoffible to attaine to it. To whom I fay, As good never a whit, 
asneverthebetter; 
Secondly, this inftruéts usabout the nature of Gods worfhi 

a feparation of the whole man for God; and that not in ool 
ffaires muft be caft out) but 
in fecret alfo, To have fome few wandring thoughts after God, to 
caft in a word by the way, of religion;to heare a chapter read in the 


ion, There is more required alfo ; but without this, nothing 


cleane alfo: But firft it muft be empty ; if it be filled with nutfhels 
and trafh, it can hold nothing elie. ffwe cannot fo much as hearea 
{erious ttory, or indite a letter without privacy; if we can doe no 
we thinke 

| at 


cut ‘themfelves (as (Martha) into many Luke ! 


like 
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gdine, while we be working, or-playingy 


afweprt, and voyded heart isneceflary, 


Admoniten. 


iteafie to worfhip'God in a Faire, Alchoufe, aBar+ 
or priting;ordicaming? 
too litthes aibroken; humble} 
for it: Therefore at leah anempry;, 


> 


ouraee,all eur 
beleeving heart is litke enough 


Thirdly, it muft admonifhusof a duty meete forms} if we will | 


be fit for Satramentall Triall; we ere we fet tq it, abhorthat 
giddinéffe; hehenefleand our foules;t( which the 
moft thinke is no finne ) as our bane, and.thedeftroyer of Prepara> _ 


tion for the Sacrament. Wee know, that'as the gold weights 
will not trie gold till they ftand {till ; meither can.the fouletrie 
her felfe till fhe be well ftated and poy fed; °When:we will powre 
any precious liquor veflell oor glafie ( efpecially ifit have 
narrow necke) we will fet it ina teddy pofture, for feare of {pil- 
ling. No man can fee any thing is roared waters. As the Lord Ie>- 


{peakes of agreeing with our adverfary,that wemutt lay 
s., our facrifice by the Altar the whilft, andd and 


ethat chiefely ; 
Peterbids thofe who will covet the milke of the word, thatthey 


purge out of their ftomacke all fuperfuity;{0 efpecially do it in this 


25am. 2,19. 


triall at the Sacrament, Its manifelt by mens cavils againft this du- 
tie,( viz. that they have callings to attend,and bufinefle to looke 
ter, and they caimot prepare theimfelves) thar, I fay, they. account 
it as’ a veniall offence to be thus cloyed with other caresbat if it 
defile and deftroy triall of thy felfe,how can it be fmall?. Thou wilt 
fay; thy thoughts and affe@tiohs are neither murtherous, uncleane; 
opprefiing, defrauding, lying, revenging, profane, intemperate : 
W yat then? Is there no other difeafe mortall, fave rheplagne? Let 
it therefore be as odious unto thee, to carrie a light, a eadding,un- 
favory heart about thee, {0 full of other bables, that Gods liquor 
mult needs run over : I fay, to be out of frame alway to entertaine — 
the beft things, Let it be unto thee as odiohs as xery-profanenefie it 
felfe, Aft thou venter upon triall, elenfe thy Melfe of this 


fil fome glut?&-do not enterline or write Gods lettersupon ablor- 


ted, but cleatie eerie as thou wouldft wipe thy Table-booke, 

ere thou writelt the Sermon. And whatfoever vanity hath prefled 
thy heart; or dares prefume'to come before Godferve it with the 
fame fawce that Abner isfaid to ferve Afabel,chat wild Roe,whom 
(when he perceived to perke fawcily in his prefence, and dare him — 
to his face) he watch’d him {0 cloftiy, thathe fmotehim withthe @ 
hinderend of his Speare, and laid him on the earth. Let thy care v8 | 
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The and ufesof. ite 
{oto finite thy.giddy heart,that itmay no.more annoy thee, orsn- 


ternupt thy {pivit,being welloccupied, | 
"Taltly, to this triall,{ammon thy felf,and all 
the ou thy powers Ex hortation. | 


the out-iorkes; aitd ranging thoughts of thy foule, all thy pows 
and other objects for the time;and 
clofe ferioufly, and fadly with the Lord,in this work of Sacramen- 
tall triall, As thou would{t faine have thy heart clofe at thy triall for — 
the Sacrament ; nayvee thy great triall ofdeath, keepe it cleane, 
empty, unfnared, inaby;whole.courfe. Remember when thy heart 
would lath out, there isa Sacrament, and a: trialkbefore it : f my 
thoughts then be paft call, »J, fhall have an ill worke of it, or elfe 
ruth to the Sacramenravith a fusfeit upon it, Surely looke haw thy 
heart isavatchr unto m'thy courfe, fo fhalt thou find it, at a fpeciall 
Yeafon ; and {o thow (halt bleffe God for the Sacrament, and fay, 
Elfe Lord I fhould have ftrayed endleffely;but this Ordinance hath 


ie kept me at a bay from wandering,not onely from thy Comman¢e- 


ments, but even from a fober and ferious attending to it felfe, in 
lawfulllibecties. So much forthe 

Touching the fecond point,viz .The perfons whom this triall con- 
cernes: it hath two-branches, Firft, how many, Secondly, Who 
muit try ? For the former,it may foone be anfwered : All mult trie Perfons. — 
and ‘examine, againft the Sacrament, The charge is generall, ad- many: 
mitting no exception. As it was to the Iewes forthe Pafleover,that -. 03 53. 
all who eat it, muft be liable to the rules ofobferving muftitte 
in the Supper,none can be exempt from triall, who will have a part None exempt 
in the Sacrement. Briefly(not to ltay the Reader long) He that hath oe 2 
“nota foule to fave, to thrive,to profper in grace, or to be happy, or | 
to defire it: Hetharneither cares for the loffe of heavenjor woe of ee 
hell ; he that abhors the name of a child,and fo theallowantce of his See Exod. 12. 
fathers honfe, and the portion of an heire; hethat- chéofeth rather +3: 
to be without among dogs and fwine, hethathath catofhimfelfe =. 
and is become an Heathen and Publicane, a {corner and pafterace, 


exempt himfelfe ; elfe the Lord exempts noneat all. Pearles 


indeed muft not be caft before fwine, elf it is not the difference of 


any outward refpect that can difcharge from this duty. Al need the 
benefit of it,all are in danger to incurre the loffe by negleSing it-all 


therfore are equally obliged to it. The people cannot exempt them. 

felves under colour of inabilitie, or boooke hey 
mutt not put it off to the Minifter as more fufficient for it. The Mi- 

uifter may not cXempt himfelf from it, as if he lefle needed it than 


x 
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Ig2 ey Of sacramental triall, Pare." 
the people : Schollers are not free, becaufe their calling istoftady, — 
 felves : Such as have learned the Doctrine of the Sactament found- 
» ly, maftnot their hands of it, becanfe of their knowledge, 
‘The wife mui not thinke her felfe to be tried in her husbands care- 
- full trialf, as if fhe were but his fhadow, and hathhimtoanfwer _ 
for her ; much leffe the husband may quit himfelfe uponhers. The _ 
rich muft not pleade liberty by his great bufinefle;nor the for 
lack of leafure from his handy labour;not the aged,becaufe of their 
infirmities growing upon them: not the more experienced,becaufe 
they have oft done it; nor the novice,becaufe he is greene,and new 
to begin : not the traveller, becaufe ina journey : not fervants,be- 
caufe they are under the government of other: ; nor governours, _ 
becaufe they have authority over them : No, there is no time, age, 
perfon, who can prefcrite againft the Lord of heaven ; Prince and 
people, learned and idiots, lew,Barbarian,bond, free,great or {mal, 
are all alike and under no difference with him; But all of all fexes, 
_ ‘conditions, eftates and relations,(if men, if Chriftians,ifofcapable _ 
yeares and difcretion ) ftand bound to this Sacramentall trialt, He 
* who will exempt himfelfe, let him bring forth his difpenfation: — 
‘Therefore let all covers of figleaves, drawne from the variety and 
Cifterence of outward refpe&, fall to the ground, as unable to hold 
water, when God fhall enquire who they are that dare take out 
their names from this generall rule ; Gods Lawes are not as cobe 
webs, onely to catch {mall flies. Nee a 
- The fecond branch is, Who muft try ? To which I anfwer, Each 
one himfelfe ; for thefe are the exprefle words of the Apoftle, in 
which were reafon {ufficient; but befides, there is canfe for it. For 
firft, the object of this inquifition and triall, are not errours and ig-_ 
norances (properly) whereof the foule for lacke of knowledge can 
take no notice ; but either good or evill, whereof weare privy or | 


| guilty to our felves; and as for the reft, the Lord in mercy pardons 
_ _ themto his owne fervants, who mourne for them, as thofe who 
au would gladly know them, and fo fhun all evill, and re 


pent of their. 

omiffions and failings ; therefore it is confcience which muft give 

theanfwer,and make the Secondly,the triall which flowes 

from the fence, the eye,or y,or conjectures of mén and their 

_ ations, is molt uncertaine. For fometiine a good man out of igno- 

fance of fome cafes, being plaine and open, may {e€me to goeto 
_ ‘worke upona worfe principle,than indeed he doth, & to be — 
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felfe to the opinions o 
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than he is, And again,a fly hypocrite, who can accommodate him-. 
men, and ‘occafions of things very cun- 


~ ningly, may procure the conceit of a very honeft man ; But confci- 
pin wil beare witnefle without cofenage or error, 


ence wellin 


what a manis, Thirdly, it is confcience which is the do-all inthe Reafon 3 


foule : She is fet by the Lord to be the efpiall of the narrowelt paf- 
fages of the heart and life, (except hood-wvinked and defiled, ) fhe . 
keepes the cinque ports, the out-lets and.in-lets of the heart and 
life, nothing pafles without her notice and verdict ; that-water 
which runs by the mill of our courfe,utterly pi to others, 
is to her well underftood: And therfore from her proceed this 


triall:fhe is this him felf, who muft examine,& whomult be exami- Rea/on 4: | 


nedsbatity all judgement and triall from others without, can not 
attain tothis true trial ofa man:& that for thefe re{pects,1 .Becaufe 


Gods place : now that cannot be:for al hfome manmaybein . 
Gods ftead ro another,yet that is only in light and dereétion,not in. 

— fearch or trial. The things that are in the foule,lie hid under fomany 
lockes, and with fo many windings and conveiances,that the foule 


it felfe cannot fearch them of it felfe, except the Lord helpe her Iere.17;. 


much leffe can any other doe it. Secondly, put cafe that fome wife 
and difcerning Minifter fhould by his wifedome, difcover fome- The 
what more than others ; yet, the intentions, extents, meafures,and 
confequences of thofe evils are paft his inquiry > how deepely the. _ 
{oule is engaged in her guilt, with how high or low an hand fhee 
offended : againft what light thee finned: what penalties fheé 
hath incurred, what offence to God or men, and what wound to | 
her felfe, ( whether felt and repented or not ) hath followed ; no. 
man befides her felfe, canfearchout, | 


Thirdly, fay he could, yet is itnot in him to workeupon confci--3 


ence fo difcovered. The feeling offin,guilt and curfe;the true view 
of finne to humble, melt and affiié the foule, that it might appre- 
_ hend pardon, repent, and returne to God, is the act of confcience. 
: by the efficacie of the word, reflecting upon it felfe. Laftly,though 
thefe were, yet is it not in the power and authority of another 
tuinquire, Perhaps a fit manis not prefent,ifhe be,he may wanta 
calling show ever,the iffue upon trial may be out of his power and © 
hand : for, either he is netto debarre from the Sacrament for fuch - 
finnes as are unconvinced, and open but onely within the bofome ’ 


of the committer ;or, if they be {candalous, yer its 


there is none that knowes or can know the {pirit of man, fave the: : rn | 
Lord & it felf by the Lords means, For then fhould man become in gs he ' 
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{trength to éxécute the cenfuure of fufperifion’ she party, but 
notwithftanding he will ruth upon the Sacrament, Whereas a’man 
examining himfelfe aright,’ may and muft be law to himfelfe 


Vie The ufe of the is manifold ; but it wi 
Admonition: Jaft branch. Here ‘onely I admonith, fiach as'woall’ try them-. 


felves well, to bewatd leaft they reft dithet the la 
_ bours or opinions of others, How ordinary abaieis it of the pub- 


like and private diféétions that are givento the pedple for trial, 
that men thinke thethfelves difcharged’ frdin felfe triall ? How 
great pitty is it, that weather fhould doe ‘fuch'hurt ? And that 
men fhould hang other mens trialt of them, as a Cover of darke- 
neff before their eye,that they might not come within them{elves? 
Some through unwillingnefie, cafe, falfe heart, ftoppe their 
mouthes this, that having had fuch excellent helpes,they can-- 
Reefonswhy not chufe but be well tried. Howbeit themfelves can rea- 
why? And others when they have offered themfelvés’ to be tris, 
; ed, with fome fence of their neede ; yereieher by Javing more 
knowledge of the Sacrament titan was expected’;or exprefling 
 fome good affections of defire and forrow for the prefent, or be- 
~ caufe they havea gift to make the beft fhew, and to conceale the 
if | wortt ; I fay,fome way or other,bleare the eye of their Minifter or 
1 Sam.16,7. Parents : fothatthey thinking the Annointed of the Lord to ftand 
— _ before them, occafion them to adventure boldly upon the Sacra- — 
ment as ifbeyond exception. Alas poore foule!Doft thou not know 
that the)triall refts inthy felfe? If thoube neither truly broken, 
beleeving or penitent, can other mens erroneous Charity releeve. 
thee ? It may poffibly be a great finne in another to thinke thee un- | 
fit for the Sacrament(knowing no other )or to exclude thee : when | 
_ itis a fearefull, bold, and uncharitable rafhheffeagainftthy =, 
felfe (whoknowelt thy felfe) todare and prefiume thereto. What 
 Marx6,22. fhallic profitto winne a world of good opinion from others, 
See a Chron. lofe thy owne foule ? or to rejoyce in other mens errors, to de- | 
ceive thy felfe ? What did it boote to efcape the judgement 
_ ofall his fellowes in comming to the Pafleover ? Let that patterne 
difcourage all felfe conceited and fubrill hypocrite. . ba 
ObjeRion, _Whatthen?may fome fay, is the helpful triall of others needle fle? 
Is the triallof No, but of ufe. As wee fee the Levits to fanétifie their brethren. ~ 
ochers neede- Onely there is difference betweene the triall of others and our 
iefis? owns, The wiall of others, ferves as the materials towards a 
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ding : our owne uye we 
f{elfe, Whenallthe Timber, Brickes, and Lime is ready layd: 
the workeman muft finifh the frame, The Saw or Axe may be 
Jayd upon the ftone,or upon the timber: but except the lively hand 
of a man do act thofe tooles duly,there will be no fawing of them 
two.So isit here: The minifter or governour muft give light and 
direction how totry, wherein it hands , and how the falfe heart 
~ fhould be handled : he may teach, upon what termes fearch is tobe 
‘made, and what not ; he may remove falfe fcruples,error and lets : 
But the verdict of triall muft be thy owne in fecret when all ts 
done. Asat the Aflyfes, there be two Iuries, the one of Inqueft : 
the other of life and death : There is a fingular ufe of the former, 
and yet that meddles not with the finall fentence, Onely it makes 
an eafie way for the finall, and remooyes rubs, and gives light, 
what bills are to be enquired upon : and fo the other confults and 
gives verdié of life or death, guilty or unguilty, So here let the 
ufeke, to admonifh all cavillers and prophane perfons , who 
would take advantage of the rule, to try themfelves : andall to 
exclude the helpe of others, whom they would fhunne, left their 
finne and profaneneffe fhould be perceived, There are none who 
fo decline the helpe of others,but thofe who abhorre to try them- 
felves, arid fo at once would rid their hands ofall, But oh wofull 
wretch | Wilt thou neither try thy felfe, nor take advice of o- 
thers? 1f thou wert under arreft for debt, and fome of thy friends 
would become furety for thee, wouldft thou chufe wilfully to goe 
and rot in hang rather than to be beholding for their love? Then 
_ may it be fayd, Thou art worthy to perifh., Even fol fay tothee, 
Af thou wilt not try thy felfe, nor be tryed, let him that is filthy, Revel 22, 
be filthy ftit, Thus much for the fecond point. 


No, 


The third branch followeth, which concernes the difference of 3.Generall- 


The diffe- 


this Triall from others ; and thar from thefe words: (W raion: 


hereby a 

_man may difcerne himfelfe to be qualified to receive. ) I will di 

grefie as little as may be ; but my aime is, to difpatch fomewhat 

inthis point, which may give light to that which followeth, and 
_tofhew what may helpe to the better tryall ofa Communicant 
_ when he comes to the Sacrament, alfo how a @hriftian may with- 
out confufion apply himfelfe to each fervice of God, in the due 
‘manner and kinde feverally, Firft, this tryall and preparation dif- 

fers from the tryall wee fhould premife to other Ordinances ,. a8 Differ; . 


|) hearing the Word, reading, praying; fafting, family duties, a7 


Ilis, as the building of the workeman him- -4n/fwer, 


I 
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All which require a preparing of the foule to feeke the Lord ; yee 
in thefe re{pects they difter : Firft, in chat all other ( for themoft 
part) although they doe require an eftate in grace, ere they can 
pleafe God : rt fo farre as they doe conferre towards the con- 
verfion of {ich an one as yet wanteth grace, and mutt therefore _ 
be ufed upon paine of rebellion again{t God : therefore they doe 
not abfolutely require that {trict tryall which the Sacraments doe, 
Truc it is, thofe who heare, pray, faft, conferre, being deltitute of 


faith, finne inthe manner of doing : yet fince the Lord hath alfo 
ordayned them tobe inftruments of faith it felfe : there- 
alt 


fore its alfo a {inne to neglect them, ugh a man be unqualified - 


-toufe them holily, But the Sacrament is of another nature, being 


no ordinance for the breeding of grace, but of nourifh- 
ing it onely: fo that he who dares to.come to the Sacrament being - 

yetout of covenant, profaneth it both in matter and forme, — 
Therefore the ¢{ fer tryall is required unto it, above others, A- 
gaine, in the Sacrament, the Lord is not {piritually and virtually 


prefent, but even vifibly and fenfibly appeares to his people m 


the fignes of the fubftance, matter and forme of his covenant sboth — 
our reconciliation, and fanétification. A good fubject ought to 
prefent himfelfe at cach Court and meeting of Tultices , Seffions, 
and Afiyfes, with due regardand reverence, as one that dares not 


breake the peace, nor be a bad fubject. Howbeir if the King doe 


fend for him perfonally in his owne fight, to tender and renue his 
Oath of Allegiance, it behooves him to put ona more awfull and — 


_ reverend loyalty than before. Sohere, every ordinance is facred, 
and hath the Lord prefent in it : But the Sacrament exhibits him in 


amore reall, neerc, and familiar manner, evenas if the Lord Tefas 
came corporally in prefence, to cate and drinke with us , and to 
prefentus with his owne fleth and blood to feaft us ; Therefore in| 


the approach thereto, our tryall muft be more cautelous and fo- 


lemne, 

Againe, the tryall before the Sacrament differs from other forts 
of Religions tryall, There isa Legall tryall belonging to the un- 
regenerate,by which the foule laying it felfe in the ballances of the 
Law of God, feeles her felte weighed downe by finne to hell and 
Ceftrution, Thereis a tryallofthe Gofpell , whereby a loaden , 
foule, finding that the Lord offers her eafe and pardon in, Chrift, - 


upon the due preparations to faith, and aétuall t leeving the pro- 
mule, doth try her felfe about the worke of thefe, that fhee miay 


partake 


| 
| 
Dit 
| 
i 
t 
a 


| | 


of his revolt, returne'to God, an 


Chusftians courfe and walking with God : by which 


| they are neceflary antecedents to it ) but yet they faile in this {pe- 
refpeét of a Sacramentall tryall; which lookes at thisshow the 
 foule may be qualified to communicate, 
thatin thistryall, asthefe former tryalls are helpefull, fo yet This criallis 
a further thing is Icokt at.viz.1.How the foule hath carried it felfe ther tune. 
in refpe& of former Sacraments received ; how it hath lived and 

_thriven in grace by them; 2. How it hath failed therein, and bro- 
ken the covenant there renued in f{peciall, 3. What repentance it 3° 
— feeles for that {peciall finne, what faith it hath in the promife of the 
— Sacrament; what fitneffe to joyne with the Church in communion 

of the body by love. Whatdefire after former fruit and growth, 
_ by experience thereof. 4. This tryallat the Sacramentisa fpeciall 4, 
_ Reviving, ftirring up and quickning ofall thefe graces for the ufe 
_ ofthe Sacrament, and thereby (through mercy ) the foule may 


"The fumme and fcope of all is, thus much a To teach Gods Viet | 


_ people, how to make ufe of all the former Tryalls forthe helping 
_ them forward to this. Then fecondly, to fhew how a Chrift 
— fhould accommodate himfelfe to every duty wifely and orderly, 

without errour and confufion, which is nofmall grace; 3. Tocon- 3, 
fute the blindneffe of firch as fee no diftina grace contein’din this 
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partake the benéfit of Chrift, There isa penitentiall tryall, by 2 

_whicha beleever having fallen fom God and broken covenant, Penitentiall. 

_fearches him(elfe and cafts up-his gorge, that he might by 
re rmer 


cover himfelfe to 


grace andcomfort, There is alfo an ordinary and Sigh 3. 


watches Ordinary 
walking With 


to himfelfe, and to the rule and living by faith, and obeying God, God. 
viewing his practice dayly, and keeping holy quarter with God, 
as occafion moves him : Thefe all differ, each fram other , and all 
from Sacramentall triall , Not that they are excluded from it (for 


I. 
2e 


oe and receive with the leffe feare, and more faith to {peed ofher - 


ian 


tryall for the Sacrament, and therefore rhinke thatif they can be 
devout, catch up a booke and reade, put on a demure habit, and vi- 


-_olently keepe off themfelves from ufuall riots and prophaneneffe 


_ oflife, or fimper witha few good words, (that they carry good 


to God, meaning no man any hurt ) they thinke this to be 


that, which: will pafle for their trvall ‘at the Sacrament,’ To 


whom I fay, Without knowledge the heart is naught, If they Pro: 19.3. 


who have pra@tized the 4, Tryalls above fayd, yet muft not 


found 


) | | 


| 
g 
4 


4 General 
The iflue of it 


Deut,1353. 
ludges 


dntrnBion, 


tremities, either of rufhing to the Sacrament without tryall,or de- 
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found them with this, butrevive this tryallatand forthe Sacra. 
ment ; what fhall be fayd to fuch blind and ignorant tryers as thefe 
withoutrule orreafon ? Laftly, it fhould informe. 
‘municantin the nature of this true tryall , not to defiftand give ir 


good com~ 


over, by wearineffe, floth, or difficulty , tillin fome meafure hee 
finde how he is qualified for the Sacrament, feeing tillthenhee _ 
doth bur miftake the whole fcope of the Ordinance, and mocke — 


bis owne foule, | 


The fourth branch of the defcription, is, The iffue of this trial, 
viz. That accordingly a man may either proceed to the Sacrament, 
or.defift for the prefent. And this the nature it felfe of tryall re- 
quires , and otherwife it were needeleffe to try except it were for 
the ifflue, Which is plaine by the end which the Lord hath in try- _ 
alls ofanother kind. Why is the Lord fayd to try his people with 
falfe teachers, and lying Prophets ? Is it not to know whether we 
will cleave to the truth; or beleeve lyes ? Is it not that the faith of 
the ele& might be difcerned from the rottennefle of hypocrites? 


~ Why doth the Lord try us with ftreights and croffes? Doth he not 


intend to try whether we will be content with our portion,: or 
murmure and ufe indire¢t fhifts ? So the Lord tryed Gedeons foul- 
diers who were meete for warre, who not, Men alfo in their try- 
alls a at Aflyfes) what intend they, fave either to acquite, or — 
condemne? My {cope is to fhew, that Sacramentall tryall hathal- — 
fo her iffue saith to encourage a man toreceive with comfort, or 
to mena for the time, till better provided, with caution and wa- 
rineffe, 
Which point is of great ufe, 1. To inftruct all Chriftian exami- — 
nants, in their tryall to be carefull of themfelves, and not to firffer 
themfelves tobe deceived by error or felfe-love : For why? The 
ifiue is great, either the comfort of well receiving, and danger of - 
lofing a great bleiling if we come not : Or elfe the perill of incur- 
ting of a great mifchiefe and judgement, if they prefume to come. 
Wetfay, the end of a thing is laft in exectition, but firft in intenti- 
on. Ifthis were fo in the purpofe of fuch as try themfelves ; how 
Witely, jealoufly, and religioufly would they goe to worke ? If | 
they knew and confidered, that the {cope of tryall, is either to 
come or to forbeare ; and-that our defifting it felfe ( ifitbe ordi- 
nary ) isa mocking of God, what colour foever we pretend ; how: 
clofe and wife would it make them in going berweene bothex- 


fifting 


| 
é 


tofome fuch finne as hath deepely dehle 


_ Sathan hath deepe 
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| sil unfufficient tryall ? How would it caufe them both to 
and refirfall : and yeralfo at. neglect of duc 
tryallere they come ? Which is i to make'a vertue ofa 


Secondly, this condemnes the formall and fulfome practice of 2+ 
common Proteftants: who (if they be pull’d out of the vile pros Reproofe. 
-faneneffe of fuch as abhorre all tryall: ) doe prefently thinke chat 
God is ( beholditig to' them for their trying} themfelves, that fee 
their tryall be what it will, he owes them welcome to the Sacra- 
ment for it. Alas poore wretch; Tryall is appointed :foran iffue, 
not for a fafhion and formality,to ftop the mouth of God and¢on- 
-feience. That triall which hath no iffue, can have no duc .fab- — 
ftance of matter or manner in it, but rather is a confufed doi 
of fomewhat without rule, with opinion of fomething in the 
it felfe, to commend a God, the of 
himfelfe may fee caufe of not comming;as the not tryer ought not — 
tocome, Tryall hath ttilla refpect to the iffue: and muft-be ufed 
to avoyd fin and punifhment, not toencreafeboth, 


__ Laftly, let it be admonition to others, who upon all do finde we 
themfelves unfit for the Sacrament. Of which fort may be Beas 
fallen 


two. Some fuch as (although Gods havi 
an rdened » Can 


not finde either their faith fo liuely,or their repentance fo fenfible,, 
as that they dare to come. In fuchacafe I fay,(ifuponadvifewith 


_ other wifer than themfelves they finde it fo to require) their duty 


toconfider, that the Sacrament fo farre from helping 
them, that it might rather encreafe their guilt by boldneflé. There-' _ 
it fhall be their wifedometoconfider, That the Lord'hath 
other Ordinances toufe, than the Sacrament, As that ferves to 
-nourifh the faithfull : fothere be others that ferveto hamble and 


caft downe the. loofe and prefumpruous, Letthem therefore ine 
| Pe gon them : as Counfell of the Minifter of God able to helpe a 
them Penitentiall fearch-and tryall of themfelves about theocca. 


fon of their fall : Fafting and Prayer with conference, if they feele 
ly bewitcht them and hardned them : Thefe Or- 
-dinances are ‘appointed to caft our finne 
_untepénted of: and to Expell Devils'as neither thé Seeramenc, 


convincer of the 


ing-the ferter ofthem on worke, and the 


-cenfcience, Itsa wife mans part to afe every Ordinance: for the 


> 
i’ 
Ww Ww. 
~ 


Branch 2. 


Gme, thatthey may be fo abafed for their cutting off themfelves 


be for theie Hood: aridal 


Of Sacramental trial. Parte: 
-- Secondly, fuch as by tryall find themfelves out of the Covenant 
of God in any actuall faith in, them, and befides finde the 
guileandtaynt of much otber corruption and evill;let them(much 
more ) blefle God for this ordinance of tryall : and fo long defitt 
from the Sacrament, till the Lord hath fanétified the convi@ion of 


their confcience, in fome meafure,to drive them out Fehemfelves 
ante a promife for recosiciliation and peace, For. the B 


of 
©hbrift'and his Body ferve not for the nourifhment of any,in who 
they:have not bin asthe feed of Regeneration , bothin pardon, of 
(inne, and change of heart, in which converfion ftandeth. There- 
fore let them ply this worke, of which in the tryall of our eftate — 
, 3, more istayd. Butto rufh upon the Sacrament, upon try- 
ofthis dangerous Condition, isa double finne, an adding of 
kenneffe to thirft :as alfo an atari of the Sacrament : caufing 
it ro fealeup rather their guilt andcurfe, than their pardon an 
peace, .Remember ftill, the Sacrament converts none, but {treng- 
Beware therefore (all fixch ) left by finifter and unwife counfell 
ofany, they blanch themfelves over,and thinke that becaufe they 


feeallisnot well, therefore the Sacrament multbe their Phyfiti- 
- an, No, The word of Law and Promife muft firtt convince them of | 


finne, andithen of righteoufneffe : whereof after they fhall finde 
both the Sacrament to be a feale through faith : Baptifme of their 
Converfion, the a of their Confirmation, Onely let this be 
added, That as they doe for the prefent defift from the Sacrament, 
fo,'yet they muft oly this firft conviGtion and tryall of themfelves, 
by attendance upon other ordinances, till they come to {ee cleerely 
that the Sacrament belongs tothem. For if they give over the © 
worke by loofeneffe and wearineffe, before the Fruit be attained. 


_ they may feare that it had beene as good for them théy had never 


feene caufoby tryallto defift having fo done, to leave their 
ent of conceite with the ordinance , but to convince them for 2 


from it; that returne:toit with mere comfort, and:ab- . 
condition of defiting it. And fodon 


adven- 
/ 


Rex cannot {afpend chem, yer theirowne fufpending: 
thal proove more gainefall to their foules, than theie 


\ 
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s, and 6. now follow : which (asI fayd)I have kepttothis ; General 
laft place, as depending upon one ar , and moft effentiall. to thar it is bi- 
the Do@rine. The. branch thenis, chatthis ryallisacharge of vine, 
God, not left arbitrary to us, but neceflary tothe receiving worthi- = 4 
ly. To which ere I come, left any ftumble at this word ( 
as if any could be worthy toreceive : I anfwer, its the phrafe of the may be faid 
Holy-Ghoft himfelfe in fundry places : And loeke in what fence toreceive | 
the wicked are faydtobeunworthy , inthe contrary thereto the wortaily. — 
godly are called worthy : firft in refpect of themfelves , fecondly, 
oftheLord, Touching the former, fee 44, 12.43. where Pané 
faith, Seemng you thinke your felves un vorthy of eternal life, Oc. hee 
meanes, that they thought the tidings of it unwerthy of then; 
theythoughr themfelves fo worthy and fo thought 
‘Gods offer unworthy of them,and fo they defpifedtheCounfell of 
‘God to fave them. So here, the profane and hypocrites, doe thinke 
Sacramentall Chrift a meane thing, difcernenot what itis, or of 
what worthinefle ; cherefore they areunworthy, But the faithfull 
receiver is worthy : Why ? Inretpe& of that worthy and precious March 23,6. 
efteeme ofthe Sacrament, for whichthey account no preparation +Cor11,29. _ 
fufficient. Secondly, inrefpect of God himfelfe. Inwhich fence, a‘ 
Rev. 3.4. the Holy Ghoft tells thofe few namesin Sardis, that Revel.3,4. 
they fhould be in white, for they were worthy;heedoth — 
not meane they were worthy to be fo clothed ; but being foclo- — 
thed, they were worthy : that is, the Lord having cloathed them 7 
with the Robe of Chri ‘s righteoufnefle, (the linnen of the Saints) Revel. 14,8. 
they were worthy ones in his account : So contrarily, the unrege~ Revel. 3,17. 
-nerate are unworthy, becaufe they are naked ftill, and care not to ae 
_ be covered with this garment : And why ? They know not ( or 
—willnot know ) that they neede it. Now then, asthe good recej- 
ver is worthy, becaufe he is fo accounted in Chrift, and his prepa- 
is accepted in him , and the want thereofis not imputed : fo 
_ the bad is unworthy, becaufe his perfon is nor accepted, and there- 
_ fore whether he prepare himfelfe, or no, he is the fame ; for our of 
the Lord hee cannot be worthy: The Suimmieis, not the’pre- 
 paration ofa man (in it felfe) makes him worthy : but the impu- 
ting of preparednefle by faith: and this workes anhieh efteeme of 
_ the Sacrament, anda carefulneffe to be a Communicant : neither 
| 


retume then : The duty oF teyall i comesended by 


ungodly can partakers of, way 


Proofesef 
And 


? 
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this appéares by Paa/, 1 Cor, 11,28. as alfoby good.Ana- 
logy ofthe Pafleover , applied by the Apoftletous, For the for. 
mer, Pax/ concludes the direction for receiving well, and cutting. 
offallabufes :. Let aman therefore examine bim{clfe, and folet him 
eate He had told them before what Chrifts infticution was : But: 
_asif knowledge alone of the pure ordinance were not enough, hee. 
_ addes further ; Let a man therefore examine : q. d, Although the 
meere obferving of the inftirution were enough to cut off the ae. 
bufe of yourdove feaits : yet, for the avoyding of all other corrup- 
tion inward as-wellas outward, I command trom God , Letevery 
man examiue. He doth not meane, let him if hee pleafe, as leaving 
itto mens choyce : but the word is imperative, let him, that is , I _ 
enjoyne him: As, leta man‘abide in the vocation wherein God 
hath fet himJet ainan fo efteeme us as the difpentfers of grace,&c, 
is, lcommand him fo, Neither is this as one of thofe tempo-. 
rary counfels, of which Pax/ faith, he had no warrant from God. 
expreffely : This faithnot the Lord, but I, But itis one of thofe,of 
which he addeth, This-fay not 1, but the Lord, And the connexion 
of this 28. verfe with the 20. evinceth : For I deliver unto you, 
which received of the Lord, &c. And hee fubjoyneth, let a 
nan therefore examine, &c.,_ | 
‘Further = Neither doth this reft onely upon this text ; but upon the Analo- 
prooie. logy ofthe Paffeover, whereto this fucceeds. Its manifeft by the 
Scripture thatthere was {pecial! Preparation of them that eat the. 
Pafeall Lamibe.. For not onely the Lord required the Lamb it felfe. 
to be weaned off from the damme 4. dayes : to teach the people in 
all that fpace to weane themfelves from thofe {fweete breafts of 
their worldly delights and law full liberties ; bur he required them 
alio to keepe another feaft of unleavened: bread. feaven dayes ; 
wherein whatfoever, was tobe {wept out ‘from their 
_houfes, and Sacrifices to be offered for expiation of finne and un- 
cleanneffe, that fo they might not come polluted to the Pafleover. 
aChroni;, And thofe two Pafleoucrs of Hexeksah and lofijah, prove it: 
where {peciall charge is given to the Levites and people.to fancti- _ 
fie themfelves and each other : although for the inefle of re- 
ceiving, there:could not be {uch Legall clenfing, as the Law requi- 
red ; and.foalfo, the people and the King firlt. purged out Idols, 
and defaced their groves, and abandoned all will-worthip ere they 
came to the Pafleover. What betokened this,fave the triall of their 
much more, purging out all Idols of the heart {weeping 
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thé leavén of corruption from within ; without which the other: 
had beene Therefore Pani in doth preflethe 
‘ame, though not Sacramentally, yet univerfally, faying, Lee Cor: 
therefore keepe the feaft, not with old deaven of malice aud wickedneffe, 
but with the unleavened bread of fincerity andtruth ; Why ? Becaufe 
-Chriftis our Pafleover, who is facrificed for us: ¢ 4, Let not us oh 
be behinde hand in our feaft and {pirituall Pafcall Lambe, tq thofe 
eat the old Paffeover. If they might not eate it with leaven, 
with any pollution of fleth, as of Leprofie, touching of the dead, or 
the like ceremoniall defilement ; how much leffe we, with our re- 
alland fpirituall leaven and uncleanneffe of foule? 
Toaddea word or two of ufe to this (for [leave the reafons to of ie. 
the laft port this I fay : That its well that wee have an exprefie Intru&. — 
charge from God for this tryall. Elfethe world is full ofcurious 
heads, and profane hearts, to outface and outwrangle the Ordi- 
nance, Men haveno joyto fuch a taske as they feele to pinch 
their fpirits , and prefleupen them any power of practice ; and 
therefore (although they are ready to caft the cords, and breake the. 
bands of the moft convinced truths;yet) the more mannerly way is 
—toqueftion the charge it felfe, And hence are thofe ufuall interro- ° 
gatories, How prove you that any man hath to doe withme when 
‘I come to the Sacrament ? Or. how prove you that Paul {peakes to 
usas well as the Corinthians, to try our {elves ? Or how can you 
proove that I am bound to fanétifie the feventh day from the Crea- ° 
tion, fora Sabbath ? Or how know yee that God will have us 
preach and heare twice upon the Sabbothin publique ? Or thata | | 
-man is bonnd to pray by himfelfe, or twice a day in his family? Or | 
that it is againft nature for a man to weare long haire ? Or for a Profanenefle — 
woman tobefhorne ? And tothefe might I adde a thoufand other o menswits, 
{crutinies bafe and profane heart , willing to overthrew all 
fuch ftritneffe, as it felfe diftafts ; and loth to beleeve, or informe 
it felfe ofany thing whichitis lothtodoe. Thetruthis,neverdid 
_ Satan fo obfcure thofe maine truths of the Scripture, in Popifh 
_ darke times, by turning all into curious queres of things'leffe per- 
_ tinent;as now,he doth in this light of the —— feeketoalay, & 
difanull the power of truths by prophane cavillation. fay till 
_ both tothe one, andto the other. Its well that God hath fo pune 
tually declared himfelfe in his Word as he hath. Allthat are nor 
Wickedly nice and curious, will rather yeeld to thofe 
Sudtions from, Scripeure, which for thé beast 


e 

: 


194 Sacramental tinh, 
ring downe ofour ownebafe {pirits, and rejoyce in fodoing, 
coli argue for God; than whet their lewd and: prejudicate 

swits and {pinits upon the divels wherftone:to cavill againtt truths 

received: nibling here at one, & there another,til they have defaced 
their beauty an@ grace, and {o expofed them to the utter contempr 
of themfelves and others ; Sto <r mouthes therefore oh ye car- 

_ pers.at Gods precife rules, and play not the Proctors for the divel| 
againitGod,lefthe pay you your fees little to yourcontent: Stoope: 
rather to the Lords Canon in all things, And yeu to whom this 
yoke oftryall at the Sacrament is fo heavy, contider, che Lord will 

not leflen or lighten it for your fake ; labour yee to be eafed of the 
divels yoke of a profane carnall heart, and turne your {words into 
mattockes, deny your felves, getthe Lord to change your mindes 
and wills, that {o his yoke may become {weete unto you. And as 
rhe Prophet tells thofe Cavillers, who asked him, Why may not 
‘we goe to good W itches about our cattell, or things loft, &¢. 
8,20, )te the Lawand so the TeRtimony ; let that be yourtouch- 
se ¢, that will abandon both all will-worfhip on the righe hand; 
 adhdall profanencfle on the left. Ifthefe give yee no allowance, 
there is no wifedome in your witchcrafts, nor in your 
willing defences : So here fay 1, Goe to the charge of God, that wil 
 eonvineeboth Popitfh tryall, and tell you, that isno Religion 
cither infalting before the Sacrament.(although I doe advife no 
= man to cate) nor in not {pitting at the Sacrament, that much more 
will confute all profane oe of tryall ofour felves : ler God 
 fpeake, and let,all men be lyers, both lefr hand prefanenefle , and. 
righthand fuperfticion mut-fall before the Ordinance. Oh Lifimen 
be fo bafie < on the practice of poodneffe, when there isa rule ro 
-controwlethem, what companions would they be, ifwe wanted 
it? Howbeiteven by: thisthey fhew that the duty is divine, be- 
caufeelfecheir curfed {pirit would never fo fight agaimt it. Thus 

Genersll6, © Thefixthand laft branch is, what is that duétrialll which God 

Whatitis. requireth ofevery true Communicant, and in what things doth it 
Lanfwer, Due and true triall {tandeth either inthe proper- 

ti¢s thereofto. qualifie it aright ; or in the obje@ thereof; chat is,the 
things ta be beried. C 
 famereafons Lord 


due properties or manner of trial. 
deci wl Chap 
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fesondly, Twill kdyadowne the 
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withthe nleof the cene 


andin thofe that follow,God willing,I (hallhandle thefeves 
"pall objeéts to be tried in their order, one-after another. 
“The Reafons are theft three, Firft the plaine chargeoFGod im- 
it, For thé word here ufed by the Apoftle, isriota word The Diffiaulty 
which aimes at fome defeet in the meafure of onr gra ‘ 


coonely,as Todifcerne 

the triall of light gold may be difpatch’d by weights which any hypocrific 

-ananmay ufe: but it efpecially fignifieth triall of fubftance, and from found- 

foundnerfe of mettals, fuch as onely the Goldfiniths skill can finde nefle. 

out : the Touchftone and the Fornace onely can try gold, orfepa- — 

rate the filver from the drofle. Even fo, its not a commonskill nor _ 

-eafie worketo difcover the foundnefle or falfehood of the heartin 

- gnatter of grace. There is nothing more hard than this difcovery. 2Cor.! 1.14, 

‘Satan and Hypocrites can transforme themfelves into Angels of 15. 

light ; and make men to think them fo. And the hollowneffe and — 

depth of the heart, and the felfe-love of it in eafily beleeving our — 

—— felvestobe that we wold be, and yetare lothtobe,isunfpeakable, 

Nothing more eafie than to pray for fuch things as indeed we 
have,if God would give, becaufe then oar harts & courfesmuft 
eo yet we thinke we pray aright, Nothing moreeafie _ 

than to looke upon our;felves in our outfide of duties & performan- 

ces, andrefie& an opinion thereby, that we are true worfhippers. 

No grace, buta falfe heare will counterfeit: andthedepth of the 

_hearvis fuch, that there is no thew of meekenefle, innocencie, ten- 

dernefie of {pirit, thankefulnefle, love of Gods people, buta bad 
_perfon may accommodate himfelfe unto, andaéta part therein. — 
_ The foundneffe of the heart is very hard to difcerne, 
Seconly; there be foundneffe in the heart, yet itis not To difcerne 
alway difcernable. As it isnot eafie to finde’a Pearle in the dung- fo 
hill, nor a needle loft in rufhes; fo, itshard to finde out a little where ic is. 
_ truth of heart and faith, when they are fo covered and mixed with tec 
abundance of droffe, Befides, it is no eafie thing, (although a mate 
finde chem yet to walke conftantly with God in the praétife there- 

_ of; Tes with us as with the'foole, who not knowing thé worth of yn. 

gold, ftoppes here a peece in an hole, there another in the thatch, At pier | 

and forgets it : Sodoe we flight that grace which fhoutd rule us ih proviagef 
each part of life ; lofe the good things which have coftus labour grace | 

‘to come by; Ieshatd:to improove the things wee Rave heatd and owe 
_Teanned; and to bring themforth in duc feafon ; they are to feeke 
With as, patience, when we are provoked : Faith, whenwefeeno 

of Gods hearing or anfivering out prayers, 


> 


the reft ; as it is with tooles feldome ufed, fo there growes:a rut 
upon the gifts of God.inus, for lacke of watchfull improovement, 
Sloth, do fret into usasa canker,.andicreepe fo infenfibly 
|" aponus, that they marre us eré we be aware, The Talents of God 
which we have received, become unproftable in us. The greateft 
part of the duties we doe, isnot the leaft of them we omit: inthe — 
ufe of meanes and Ordinances, formality,and:commonneffe, unre. 
-yerence, unfavorinefle, cefles us: and'the life of faith in crofles, 
bleflings, duties, 1s very poore and wanzing inus, It were endle(fe 
to fpeake of all. Now if it be fo hard to trie our grace, how much 
hard to trie our whole courfe, in which the wearifomnefle of our 
hearts doth tire us fo, that the errors thereof in fo manifold parts 
cannot be reckoned ; as the finnes of our fingle eftate, or married 
ftate, our callings, dealings in the world, lawfull liberties,compa- 
ny, folitarinefle, with other innumerable occafions : wherein as it 
: ishard to furvey our {elves diflinétly; fo its as hard to watch to our 
Much more ig) 2O conclude, ifthe triall of our grace be fuch, what is the triall 
it hard to trie Of Our corruption ? Who can perceive the danger whereto the beft 
ourcorrupti- lie open,by the unipeakable {weetnes of their perfonal and beloved 
ons.  finnes? How fecretly doth Satan and luft creepe in ¢ as fleepe to 
one warme in his ted even to an honeft: heart ere it be aware ? By 
what fine flights is ic at firtt entertained,either becaufe it 1s but one, 
or fmall, or foone fhaken off; and having once entred, how doth it - 
defile the con{cience? W hen once the tenderneffe and fenfibleneffe — 
of the foule, (which is the Sentinell )is gon¢:how foone doth finne 
pon it, and increafe? whereas at firft it feemed a great 
ing to‘attempt, now it {cemes litle, goethrough withit ard 
which feemed little,now -ecomes as nothing : till at length it 
foulds up the heart in felfe-love and carelefleneffe, and growne to 
agultome and falling ficknefle, that it is a great dithculty for a man 
£0 picke out an end in this confufion of etate, or to knaw where to 
gin or where toend. So then if triallbe fo!hard a tayke; how due 
yee con{cionable ought the practife of it to be ; feeing the Lord 
~,,.. hath fet the Sacrament to be the awer, and holder in compaffe of 
. _ Secondly, except wee trie our felvesbefore we come : the Lord 
«| Who fearcheth and trieth the reine, will fearch and trie jis to our 
+” coltsand Little to our liking. Hee will revenge our profaning of his | 
Seales with fealing up our foules,and giving us over to thofe evil in 
| W 


Or in our out. 
ward courle. 
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ha 


| 

ti 
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The hecefirtie, reafons, Auaufesof it. 
which we prefumed to¢come; fo that they thal become, our fcour> 
and penalties, to harden and defile us, and draw, dinpenitenci¢, | 
haps if we may-efcare, prefent, judgement our, perions, to be, 
| Gnitten downe fuddenly witha thunder-bolt,or to be plagued 
our bodies and children with ficknefle.of death 


_ans)we are content the Lord fhould deale wath us otherwife as hee 
pleaferh. Butoh wretches | Toke atcurfed with for 
yer, with an infenfible, dedolent hearty witha dead: bepymmed 
{pirit ; to be ftript of thofe gifts wefeem’d to haye;tabefent more 
emptie away from God, than we came, to be pull’dout with, that 
gueft that wanted his wedding gacment, and calt into utter Mat: 22, 11+ 
 nefle: thefe are curfes ten times.greater than, the-former. Thau,ea- 
and drinkeft thine owne condemnation as Judas dids the hand- Toho 13.274 
fell whereof was this, that upon the eating of the fop, Satan entred 
— jnto him and fill’d his heart,. ripened his treachery, ‘and feal’d him 
uptoa def] perate refolutio that he would. finith it,though he went 
 tohell for it, They that judge. not themfelyes, make worke.for the 
Lordto judge them finally:and although it not to‘men,yet * 
the wrath of God abices upon them, and fhalkin time {moake out ose 
asupon (aim, The Sacrament is 4 myftery, and cannot be | 
yiolated, fave by fpirituall wickednefle. And, whereas the gaine 
fhould have beene great, if thou hadit come prepared,even theens 
joying of the Lord Iefus wholly :.now the judgement fhallbeas 
fea efull, not onely to goe without him, but todrinke,and eate-hell - 
and damnation, Of which more in theufe, 


¢ 


Thirdly, as we Leaye islighs.t,1F wwe coine Reafon 


to the Suppen of the Lord, asibecomes his: invited by .him- 
felfe ; lo, hall ft there his eateof he dain- 
of Leayens we fhall behold the face of, his.Majelty with joy : 
we fhall have our foules within us, feafting us, with the confcience 
of our obedience: we fhall not, negde to feare fadde aftronts and 


accufation ¢ wee fh enjoy.the. fweet: fi tof; our, reverend 
carefull triall: our Paichena repentance fhall there meete us: and if 


ile in any meafire ony hoped for fhe 
heavie upon gur jelves, bur we may. be afluced; that.icis for 
‘ome other end, for which the Lord deferres.us 5, that,at 


hg agaiie he may. give us anover for, 
to.enforce due triall upon Properties of 


Burhere a willing 


2 


a 
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heart would faine know the properties of this true triall, 


| 
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althonghin the Chapee owing, this’ will appeare better in the 
objects of trial verbriefel I will note fome-werltes here gene 
rally concerning all che partic 
Firft, then let thy fearch and triallbe wife, and according te . 
knowledge, ‘Let the Law and Teltimony be the Hammer, the _ 
Fornace,atid’Touch, totrie thee in all, both thy heart‘and lift. This 
informe and inftill fuch skill and difcerning into thee, that no- 
Shing hall lightly paffe thee withont,both noticeand ‘due verdia: 
Thou fhalt neither by loofeneffe of heart judge evill, good ; nor 
through blindneffe;or mifprifion,thinke good evill. This will let in 
light to thee to behold all things in their lively colours as they are, - 
The Goldfinith will not eafily be gulled in thetriall of goldorfl- 
Soifthou carrie this light and torch into the darke rg 
thy heart, few either finnes or graces fhall efcape thee. Elfe, thy ~ 
owne falfe light, erronious judgement, prejudice, precipice, fecu- 
rite, defilement, and the like, may foone deceive thee. And fo thy 
triall like Ahimnaz his newes, idle and-confufed. 
Secondly, let it be‘ ingenuous and and filiall : Doe not thinke that 
the Lord onely enjoynes thee to fearch outthe evill, and let the 
good paffe: The triall of Gods people is as well of their vertues and _ 
eraces; fortheir encoutagement, av of their corruptions to their 
hunwiliation. Ard yet, let it alfobeimpartiall. So abhotre a flavifh 
heart of bafe feare caufing’theeto harpe upon the jarring {trings 
of thy diftempers : Thatyet thou much more loathe felfelove, to 
-applaude thy felfe in any of ‘thy corrupt and vicious habits or afti- © 
Ons But rathér be as willing thy etronrs and evils be difcovered,as 


| thy graces??"The rut triall ofa Chriftian is a middle betweene both. 


of trial, is the witneffe of a good confcience, teftifying that there 


extremes, The molt ufuall of the fecond, is the latter. Fewer offend 
in the other; and yet their danger is asgreat, becaufe the true roote © 


Thirdly, it muft be very inquifitive and narrow ; nor hoverly and 
fuperficiall, It muft notbe like the mafhes ofa'ner madetocatch 

grearfifhes, and letting paflethefmall. Forboth thegood things = 
and the evill are clofely and deepelycouched in the foule; Curfory 
will not fearch phiy. Graces are as coales raked 
the afhes; ‘arid ‘2 Cafity or corne Tra grear 
Chafte heape. And corruption is as 
his Booty throwne into cloft corners. 


| | 
4 
| 
| Wile, 
F Wall. 
3 Narrow 
and clolc, 


Xi id fend a cohuniffion toa tine {ubject; vo 
by belaying, and.randacking the inner: paflages: anid: for 
feare of efcapeor lurking-s Sacramental ertall Not 
asthe fearching of ffi houfes, whom we very and: 
nerally.looke over, or give of the way: 
that which we are loath to efpie, Buras aman: would feanchthe 
honfeof hiseriemie :. Audas we reade that the Papifts were went 
fearch for the Martyrs: it: all: places, likely or unlikely, yea ¢- 

ven the heapes or reekes of core, and the haymowes,. with 

forkes, {words, {pits andi{peares, So fhould we doe our felvee, as 
Searchers very glad anddefirous feeke, Andit0 
efull, 


thisend,our tvigll fhould-be- band painefull’ By punétually 
J. meane particular and perfonall, either graces or corruptions ; 


which muft: naturally accompany thee. And therefore Chriftian 
 fearch beft attends Chriftian Prayer and watch : looke what 
peller thee moft ufually, either in 
courfe, that'take note of, and. make a-Calendeér ofit. Forgetfulnefie 
_and.confufion of memory, doe much hinder trial, Note therefore 
what finnes runne in the ftreame and frame of thy life; and. 
‘what fpeciall evils beare and aremoft felfe-putting forth ; 
and then the reft will follow alone ; and:yer paffe not by the leffer : 
-f{eeing thofe which are but of a fecond degree doe oft difguite us, 
while we are bent to marke them ones ; and fo 
t 


by ill cuftomeare unfu Fewsmen are in whom fome 
finnes doe notbeare rule, pride, felfe-love,wordlinefle;or 


the like; to poifon their courfe, Jet itbe painefull : The 
‘iffues of F{even A laborious ang paine- 
fearcher will therefore open themall, and take himfelfe tripping fulneft. 
_inall: fearching the {pirit within, the tongue and members with- 
ont,and fetch in matters of humiliatien from the triall of marriage, 
fingleeftate, Duties, Ordinances; company, folitarineffe; liberties; 
callings, behaviour, and. aétions of common life; So muchofi the. 


Fourthly, it, muft be faithfull.and thatfo:all thefabrill 

-ftartingholes; and cunning deceites ofthe heart maybefoundout; | 

for felfe-love and falfehood will 
Bribes corrupethe: wife ; but not. the faithful: Simeisatribing 
tnifchiefe, it labours to overthrow: fearch:and inqueft, tharfoat 


tion 


. 
hay Cicape the iury. But good initice, in taking the examuna- 
- 


| 


Hoo Sacramemtall *Partig? 
tion of a fellon, or rioter : will not be gulled with each colour or’ 
faire tale, but will {earch to the quicke, ‘and drive him out of 


his'ttrickes, and lay him-open, becaufe he is for the King ; fo fhould 


our triall be faithful, becaufe it is for the King of heaven, Its for 
his honour ; and yet alfo for our comfort to be true to the Lord and 


—ourfelves : Elfe wee fhall finde as we binde, and the Lord will be 


Pfal.r8,25. 


- faithfull ; with the true, honeft, and plaine, the Lord will be 


| 


Gen. 31, 34, 


froward with the froward, and {ubtill with the fubtill. The Sacra- 
ment will not affoord that peace to the falfe, which it will to the 


and plaine, If fweete, gainefull, or naturall corruption be fo in- 
corporate and beloved, that wee are loth to fearch them our, and 
(like Laban) {earch every where, fave where our Rache/fits upon 
her Idoll ; the Lord will leave us to our defilement, and deprive us 
of the fruit of our triall, Now that our triall may be honeft;obferve 
two things : Firft, nourifh tenderneffe of confcience and upright- 


~ nefle, Ofttimes many a fecret evill of fmaller confequence may an- 
- moy fome men, even a glance of the heart, or eye ; when as a grof- 


fer evill will not touch another. Its not eafie for one that hath his 


upon his fingersto take upa needle or a little ‘pinne, which 


naked hand will eafily doe, The tender eye will water and 
twinckle ata mote falling in it, as if fome great hurt befall it: and 


the weazand will ftreine at a gnat, Secondly, be willing to take 
any helpe which may further thee to the fearch. Sometimes a faith- 


full friend who obferves thee;a ftander by may fometimes {ee that 
whicha Gamfter {pies not, Sometimes it will not be amiffe to fee 
and reade thy owne triall inthe booke of a Croffe; for each Croffe” 
hath her fuperfcription,and will either tellus what grace the Lord. 
would try, or what finne he would corre&; yet I fay, the beft trier _ 
1s our owne confcience and experience. eke 
Laftly, let our triall be Direc ; aime at the end of thy receivi 

the Sacrament, and the reviving of thy faith, or thy vepeninate'et 
evill. Search out in thy felte, cither thofe fpirituall graces which 
are like to further, or thofe evils which are in dire@eft oppofition 
to a comfortable receiving the Sacrament. The Sacrament is a moft 
ipirituall communion with God ; {pirituall evils will moft choke 


its as infidelitie, hypocrifie, apoftacy, unthankefalneffe, falling 
to the creatures : let and fuch like be moft . Contrari- 


ly, the moft {pirituall graces, doe molt cherith it; as daily faith in 
minde; fe-denial), 


romife, 
of 


> 
j 
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fuchlike : be fure-to finde out thefe ; and forhy {earch will ftand. 
— thee.in beft ftead toward the end thou aimeft at. And thus much for 
thofe properties of Sacramental triall : according to which the 

~ particular object is to be framed,as in the following difcourfe fhall 
 appeare, 


Now for the Vfes of this point, Firft, let itbe terror to all {uch, 


as ( for allthis ) dare-rufh upon this holy feaft, with unwa 
hands, and with profanation or neglect, whether prefumptuoutly 
or careleflely without triall, Be ir knowne unto you; ye take the 
Name of God in vaine in an high degree, and are guilty of the bo- 
dy and bloud of the Lord, as tramplers of it under your feete, and 
crucifiers of him the fecond time ; therefore he fhall not hold you 
cuiltleffe, You boaft much, that ye have received today,.and eaten 
~ your maker (as the Papifts fay )but you have eaten and dranke your 
~ owne bane and poyfon., This Sacrament fhall be as that curfed wa- 
ter was to the belly of her who being defiled, durft come to drinke 
ofit,.as ifinnocent, And as laid to Gehax’, Went noe my {pirie 
with thee when thou after Naaman? So, 1s not the Spirit of 
_ Chrift privy to thy profane neglect and bold adventuring,being in 
_ thy ate ? Although the Lo-d come not really to plucke thee from 
thy fellowesin open vengeance, yet be fure, the Sacrament fhall 
teas /udas his {op to harden thee in thy finne, and fealethee up to 


umpenitencie and damnation, Oncea Monke did villanoufly poy- 


fon a Chriftian Emperour with the wine ofthe Chalice ; but thou 


although I {care thee not from receiving utterly (to which by na- 
ture thou art prone enough ) yet for the prefent, admonish thee; 
abftaine till tried examined, But sthou wilt object.; A- 


_ upagainft their brethren of Bexjamin ; But yct the Lord {mote 
_ ty thonfand of them when they went.He whoapproved the jultice 


2 King.$, 


poyfonelt thy felfe : How much greater is thy villany? Therefore, 


_ of his own wuill, that finne fhould be punifhed ; yet punifhed them 


even them who wentabont it, being themfelves as 
guilty, The queftion is not about the doing. of the duty,. but the 
right manner of it, So I fay to thefe, that Gods Sacrament be recei- 


_ ved, is neceffary, But who are they that are fit for.it? God hathno 


fuehneede of Sacraments, that he 
moh 


Thou wile 


caresnot how they'be received: 


ly he argeth the duty, yer punifheththeill doen 
ys thouall oft done thus, and are not 


yet: 


las, I doe come indeede, for Iam commanded to doe foby God, 
by the Minifter. I anfwer: So: were the Liraelites bidden to gor 

or- 
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\ 
4 
4 
» 


202 © Of Sacramentalltriall, 


yet {trickén from heaven : I anfwer, the more is behinde; the Lord 
can finite withdumbe ftrokes in a worfe manner. But durft thou 
 foabufe his patience, and heape up wrath to thy felfe? But thou 
— wilt fay, I will abltaine then, and fo I hope to efcape, for this 
charge concernes no other fave receivers, I anfwer, thouexcufeft a. 
fault witha crime ; thou canft not thus efcape, for God fhall judge 
thee for both not comming, and not preparing, But thou preten- 
deft, that its hard to trie ny felfe, and thou art ignorant, haft no 
gifts: Wellbeadmonifhed, Wifedome is eafie to him that will 
‘underftand ; thy ignorance comes not from feelineffe, but wilful- 


 neffe. Thofé whom thon canft mocke as fimple ones, can yetre- 


Exhortation, 


member and repeate all thefe directions « And haft thou loft thy 
wifedome. in this bufineffe ? Oh} bur chou faift, Iam fo rf 
Why ? Save thar, thou haft no heart ; for thou canftremember any 
quarrell, or wrong, to revenge thy felfe. But thou wanteft leafure, 
_ Alas{ the Trevant complaines ofan ill penne, inke, and paper; Bur 
‘ the fault isin his floth, elfe all were well. For why ? Thow canft — 
finde a day ina weeke f{pareto hunt, togame, todrinke, tobein | 
company, tofit inthe Alehoufe : if thou carrie thy corne to mar- 
ket, thou doft fomewhat elf befides thy bufineffe : and fo, ifthy 
heart {trod to this worke, thou fhouldit finde leafure enough for it 
— too, But thou faift, Few doe thus, and thou doft but as the mul 
tude, Shall number and company qualifie thy judgement in hell? If 
thou wouldft be loth to fuffer with them, be loth to finne with 
them. And to end this ufe,breake off thy cavils, thinke not thy cafe — 
_ defperate ; Say not, there is no hope for fo oer a wretch as thou. 
Who can tell ? Perhaps the Lord may bring hony out ofa carrion, 
and even outof thy long contempt, fetch humiliation and repen- 
tance? Ihave knowne fome touch’d more by the Sacrament than 
by any terrour befide : That the Lord hath fo long fparedthemin 
‘ses : they have concluded, he hath done it tobreake their | 
rts. Perhaps the Lord willturne away his fierce anger, that 
thou perifh not: Howfoever it fare, be doing, humble ify foal 
and chufe ( ifthou mutt perifh) to perifh in thy triall, rather than — 
_paltly to run hazard, and rush into affured mifery, by not trying. © 
- Secondly, this fhould be exhortation to all forts: Minifter, and 


People, and weake, all who would behold the Lord Iefus 


Jude verle 


face with joy in his Ordinances, to fubmit themfelves to this — 


23. triall. The Minifter firft, knowing this terrout of the Lord: let him 
with compafiion, plucke as many out of the fire as he can, by a 


| 


| 
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carefull inftru&ing of the people in this way of triall: Its not one of 
leaft whith are made againft it, thacthey have 
to directthem.|No bugket for this deepe Well: ‘noman to thruft 
them into this poole, How fhalt thou anfwet the lofle of fomuch 
of foules, when'God fhall call thee to account ? I know in~ 
—deede that where the Minifter is moft faithfull, many peopleare 
-contemners, but their bloud be upon their owne heads : fave thou’ 
thine owne foule, and let them not perifiiby thy finne, Secondly, 
let all godly Minifters do their utterinoft to debarre all open defpi+ 
fers of this Ordinance, from partaking it : Thoughthey have but 
{mall power of the keyes of cenfure in their hands,yet let them ufe: 
_ the key of Doétrine fo much the rather, to ftoppe as many as. may 
_ be from running upon the pike of vengeance, PAF GUIS 
 Likewife let all faithfull receivers lodke to their dutie,and upon > Tothe peos 
-nocolour, either of their knowledge, or former ufe of it, or other ple. 
-—occafions, negle& it, either for themfelves or their families com- - 
~ mitred to them. The Lord will accept a little endeavour,and judges 
us not according to that we want, but that wee have, if there be 
-faithfu'neffe. And let none thinke that this duty is fo urged, as if 
there were any merit in it from the worke wrought; No, thy fear- 
ching it felfe {tinkes, and thy very cloathes may defile thee, ifthou | 
i — at thy felfe. But looke at him that commands it, and hath 
-promifed ablefling to it: chat is, So let bime eate of thes Bread, and 
drinke of this Cup: Let this welcome encourage thee And becanfé 
I have already laid downe fome properties of triall for thy dire- 
tion : I fay no more, but feeke the Lord in prayer and deniall 
of thy felfe, to help thee to put on thefe cords and ragges, to coiie 
out of thy ill cuftome. And to fhutup all; let meeencourage all 
‘faithfull endeavourers to triethemfelves: I know theres caufe’ 
for many tender hearts foile themfelves {ore in this worke;an 
make the remedy worfe than the difgafe, They fay, thefe rules are 
fo ftrickt,that they thall never practife them:andtherefore cannot 
be prepares : yea, they fay, the more they fearch themfélves, 
‘more drofie and fer meete withall, To whom I anfwer; 
Firft, let no difficulty of felfe-triajl, in the point of the meafire 
theteof : let contem wa wilfulnefle,. be 
and the Lord will both admit of their honelt endeavour to 
tie: and alfo (the weaker they, ane) fo mnchthe:morewelcome 
them to the Sacrament, which is more efpecially belonging tothé.. 
‘weake than thefirong, Sesondly, I fay, Although by trial chey 


a 


with much corruption ; yet better to be met with than con- 


-vand they fo meete with more corru 


Mica 7,ult. 


2 General. 
Obje& of 
trial three- 
fold. . 

a Eftate. 

2 Wants. 

Graces 


_ know none of indifferent judgement, but abhorre their conceit: I 


willing, in the following Treatife more fhall be faidin their order, 


hate of gtace without any more adoe ; and therefore will reje& 


—eftare towards God, u 


1, bonda 


cealed ; Neither doe they méete with it to favour it, but loathe it, 
ion than they dream’d ofthat 
alfo they finde a Pearle in their Dunghill, and more grace than e- 
ver they looked for : unleffe flavith feare and unthankefulneffe doe 
blind-fold chem. Let them thereby the more praife God who par- 
doneth thefe their tran{greffions, and fay, whew aGod like to onr 
Ged? and then although they mutt adde,who is fo-corrupta wretch _ 
as-I? yet mercy fhall drown their finne in the Sea, never.to appeare 
more. Therefore let them becomforted ; and looke what hath — 
beene faid in the generall, touching Triall, let them wifely applie 
tothe particulars following, to helpe themfelves forward in the 
practife thereof. This much for the Vics, _ 
Having thus {poken of the properties of triall: I come to the 
Obje&. And that isthreefold : A Communicant is to trie himfelfe, 
either, firft, about his eftare in grace. Or fecondly, his wants, or 
elfe thirdly about his Sacramentall gt ace’; concerning which, God 


of the Triallof enr toward Ged, 
SE Oncerning whichtriall , although I know there be fuch 
{trange {pirits ftirring in thefe our dayes, as take for 
greed, that all thofe that are baptized, and liveunder | 
the Gofpell ina vifible Church,are undoubtedly in good 


this as needlefle to trie our eftates by furer warrant : yetbecaufeI — 


fhall take liberty to contute them with filence, and to proceede to 
fhew what better triall of a mans eftate towards od may be 
found. Onely one objection of greater moment I muft firt | 
remove out of the way, to wit, that che calling in queftion of ous 
| every firch occafion as the Sa ty 
may feeme to inferre, that a Chriftians eftaté is a very taggers 
condition, which may’eafily be doubted and aa 
may feemeto turne Chriftian liberty, intoaflavith and fearefull 
ge. To which I anfwer, That it isnofach matter. 'The reafon 
the tiall is this, Firft, the Sacrament being 


+ 


| 
a 
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any be fo mad asclaimea part in this Sacrament, who never have 


_ stant of grace (as oft hath beene aid) and no converting meane of 
thegraceleffe unto grace (properly) needes it muft be, chat every: 
ene who would finde it as a fealetohis foule of the encreafe of 
grace received, mull firft approve his eftate in grace to be found ; 
except the Spirit of God fhouldbe made a fervant of finne, and 
— fubje& to the prefumprion of hypocrites, willing to fet his feale 
toa blanke. Things Rtandingin relation, import an excluding of 
fachas are out of that relation gr.’ If the Prince fhould graci-. 
_ onfly proclaime that-he weuld renue the Charter of fome Corpora- 
* tionsin fuch a Countie : No Village, Towne or Places that never 
had any fuch sal. from the Crowne, would be fo idleas re- 
paireto the King, for they are excluded. Ifthe Parliament grant the 
Kinga fubfidie from his fubje&s, noman that knoweshimfelfeto 
~ beno fubfidie man would prepare any fuch mony for the King ; for 
_ thebufineffe concernes him not, So isithere.. The Lord calls his 
_ free-denizons by {pirituall baptifme,to renue the aflarance of their 
pardon, peace, be adoption, at his Supper; and promifeththere to 
all fach,a farther increafe in the graces of his covenant:fhould then 


_ beene baptifed, or called, and partakers of the Spirit of grace at all? 
~ Now then how hall that be difcerned ? True it 1s, thofe that are 
_ free borne, and true members, know it,or mayidoe;as Pail quick- 
could tell Ly/ias, hee was a Roman, But who the 
- mouthes of Aliants and ftrangers, {ach as-are of e4/bded and (bam, 
_when they come to pleade themfelves Ifraelites ? 1 meane: when 
_ hypocrites. come to the Sacrament, pleading themfelves to be Gods 
people i doubtiefie there muft be fome Rules of Triall which will 
deceive; they muftbe urged toprove their Genealogie, orelfe 
be it granted, that this tryall of eftate concernes alfo fuchas 
_are Gods people : yet it followeth net that they cannot ufeit, but 
by cody be anions had petplexed about theirconditic 
on, No, farre be it from any to thinke fo, The Lord affords all his, Gal.s, 2 
_ Toftand faftin their liberties, and to bee above the bondagenor 
_ onely of Popith or Iewith ceremonies:but of unbeleefe efpecially: 
and to walke according to that they have received: For peace fhall - 
beto all thar walke according to rule,even the God, Yew 


as its ridiculous for amy fuchto feeke new grounds to build a ay | 


{01s it finfull to about the old: 
is with us, asthe Covenant of Nee, asthe Covenant of the Efay, 54.86 


Anfwer.a, 


| 
3 
| 


2 Sorts o 


Eph. s.8, 


allo etate, twoheadsas breefly as I can, Firft,to a mans: 
cal God. Secondly,to fome eflentialt markes-either accompan 


dnp therefere,confider firft:ftom what, fevondly unto what, third- 
what? lytowhatend Godcalls. Firft the Lordcalisa 


ahd Moone ; yea everlafting after thefe fhall have an end. Farre 
other nfeare.Gads people to make of this tryall ar the Sacrament, 
Firft, many know not: all fach grounds as their faith re(ts' upon, 
although they beleeve unfeignedly : ignorance may hinder them, 
Againe , although they had them in avreadineffe, yet by Satans 
deluding them with other diverfions to worldly objects,or by for- _ 
being dazcled by fome fecret love ofevill, or bythe 
errour ofothers,thefethings may be .crowne f{trange ro rhem,darke 
andto fecke.: Befides,although it be not fo, yer may it bea fweete 
exercife for a beleever to be well skill’d mm his beft Evidences, and 
it may joy him to have the things revived in his {pirit which hee 
hath:knowne.before; andef{pecially at the Sacrament, whenthey 
may moft him,, Men doe looke upan their evidences of 
lands for more ends,than feare of their Titles. And yet I will not 
deny,but that (as the cafe may ftand) the triall of a mans eftate at — 
_ the Sacrament may and onght to be anxious and follicitous : yea, 
and that fo, that for the time he were better defift than proceed ; 
viz,.when having {nared himfelfe with fomeluft which he cannoe 
eafily be rid of, he queftions his eftate thereupon : and, till God 
have eafed the hardneffe and de{paire of his {pirit, through unbe- 
leefe,perhaps he can neither perceive nor yet rellifh his evidences _ 
ashe hath done, This.may be one cafe in which:-this tryall maybe 
ufed with fome doubting and diftemper: Howbeit neither isthis — 
| feordinary, butto be fure not the onely cafe, Therefore this ob- _ 


proceede then: This tryall of our eftate E would call to thefe 
ing hometo 

ying oF 


following the fame... Concerning the former of thefe, it fhall not 
_ beamifle to give the reader a fhort generall view of calling, before 
tryall in fpeciall belonging thereto, In a manscal- 


of woe and mifery through finne and curfe (common to ‘it withall — 
the ity of Adam wherein thee lay plundged, deadly; froma 
covenant (I hell; wherein fhe was wrap- 

ped. This hedoth bythe Miniftery of the Law; ‘which crying 2 — 

difmall and lowd alarme inthe cares of drowfie and 
het;awakens him from the dead. Being rouzed out of this 
beholde a deope guife fer betweene it felfe, 


t 


te from aneftate 
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Religious 


chrongh conceit off knowledge} che obdicavenaht of 
‘And (whether -Prblicaneor Pharifte; 


before) this Law rare { 

in/point of all his former life and joltitie in finne, holding hit 
under the Arreft of Iuftice in an eftate of bondage still brought 


Lord Fefus, And this he doth by.a moft {weete voyce of the 
~ Gofpell fpoken in the eares of it while it lyeth in this Pit of felfe 
defpaire. The which doth let in (by degrees) a Spirit and Co- 
venant of grace into it: firft in fulteyning iofrom é¢xtremities | ( 
hope of poffible Deliverance : Secondly, by prefenting the -{ | 
withan encreafing light and fight ofthe Allefufhcient price oferace 


reconciliation in Chritt the fatisfyer of wrath, and proc 
peace; Thirdly, by declaring himfelfe fully appeafed:by this 
-_tisfaGtion, fo that former anger is turned into welpleafednefie? 
expreffing his placable and pittifull heart to afinner 
Inano 

wer have him to be reconciledand receive his promife as freely 

_ ashe makes it: Lafthy, by his promife in the ap 

tained in the fame : as alfo the” moft free, full, gracious, faithfall 


by all thefe prefenements of gracein'a and 
meditation, defire,efteeme,inquifition, reftiefneflé of heart aridun2 


-farre,as to beleeve it tobe her owne 

_~ Thirdly, the Lord calls the foule from mifery to’ merci 

end that ie might 
Saint by calling, called co the'int 
tour, is he doth by the voyce of the Spi 
and Baptifine ; The which by 


7 


at By thismeatres the isobrdken bf fie 
alt naturall through | 


g no difference), condemnes and kills afinc 


ive in him felfé( more or lefle) of any redrefie;: 
Secondly, the Lord calls the foule to an éftate imgrace through To what? 


cure? of 


et of a covenant with him ; adding moreover, that hee 


henfion 
infimite many good. 


heart of the promifer (loving, ftreng; and fure;which camnot lye:) 
powerfllbitahner hee in the foule fachhpreparations’ of 


weariednefle of meanes ufing : That at laft this feede breakes out 
into fruit :f that the foule all duly in the bdllance,;to Wit, 
the worth of grace offered, the mercy of che offerer (beyond ex. 
her unavoidabte condemnation in refifing ic; doth at 
lait caft her felfe upon the promife, refidning up her felfe!toit 

tothe 3.Why? 
enter into a covenant of holineffe ome a | 
of him that | 
live in the Rom, 157+ | 


itof Repenefation 


P 3 


; i: 

neadet. 

% 
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Tere. 31.33. 


fheddeth the love of God ‘into the foule, totheendhisfeedemay 
et the image of Godin it ; By which meanes the whole bent 
‘and frame of i¢is changed, fubdued anditurned from fin to God ; fo 
that now Gods Spirit is‘that,unto and in ijt, which old Adam before 
was according tothe capacity of the foule, This Powet exe wr | 
of Grace workesin the beleever, becaufe it is that Spirit of Chrift 
which cannot be divided in her parts of Retonciling andrenuing,. 
but carries the foule into Chrift for both. More plainely and breefe- 
ly, this Spirit;writeth the purpofe of the covenant of the foule, to 


_ wit, that it may have the law engraven in it, it may bee cleanfed,as 


oT riall of e- 


Rtareby marks 
Of calling. 


by an inward new Principle, to walke in the Obedience of alb © 
Commandements of Law and Gofpel, as compting. them an ¢afie. 
yoake and per freedome. 
_ Thefe three are: wrought (according tothe meafure of mercy) 
inevery called one : and are (not fo much the markes,as) the parts 
of effectuall calling : and who fo is thus called, is alfo in covenant: © 
with God, and by vertue thereof hath true right to. the Sacrament 
of the fupper,. for the growing up in thegrace of the covenant; _ 
Howbeit becanfk itis hard fora Camell to goe through aneedles 
eye; and every poore foule can not receive all this whole frame all 
at once to try it felfe thereby ; I-will helpe ita little, by taking it fo 
into peeces, that each feverall tryall’may. enter in at the narrow 
doore the more eafily ; Let:then the fonle that would try itfelfe — 


* 


Pre about her calling, proceecein this orthe like manner. 


venting Grace 


_ Firft,hath God called thee ? Try it by his Preventing grace;can{t 
thou fay, That when thou thoughft of nothing leffe than grace, yet 

God was: found of one that him not; Did the Lord fo 
mightily over ruleand fo order thy occafions, of education, com- 
pany,acquaintance,calling, miniftry ,placing,employments, that.in 


all thou faweft God {preading his net for thee, thatthou mighteft 


ae 


not run thy courfe,but be taken in ir, and be brought homewards ? 
Did the Lord, by this way of Providence, make thee of a dead, une 
favory peece of fieth, to beginne to hearken after and favour the 
-$econdly,canit thou fay, That the fuffered thee not to con- 
tent thy felfe with yanifhing devotions, and groundleffé hopes or 
withes of good : But by his word wrought thy heart, tofeeinto 
hy corrupt heartandcourfe, Didthe Lord difcover thee to thy 
f¢ either in thy particular lufis, or ll bad courfe, or in elty 
Oniginall poyfon of heart? Did hee knocke thee. off Gone thy 


| 
@ | 
| 
| 
4 
| 
j 
j 
/ 


he Cra? Oo f the triall of our efkates toward God. 209 
colours, thifts and excufes? Convince theeiof finne and airfes, and 
thee to ftinke inthy owne nofethrils? Itsa good figne : efpe- 

cially when the 10.Commandements did it. | | 

Thirdly, did the Lord keepe 
Either from revolting backe to thy old lufts (as one weary of Gods 
yoake before the time) or ritfaing into defperation ; or falling into — 
a prefumptuous loofeneffe and peace of heart in this thy dangerous 


thee from extremities in this cafe ? “a 


condition ? I fay,did the Lord hold thee downe under his hand of 


the Spirit of e, tillthy ranke, jolly and lufty heart were 
kill’d and tamed in thee? Itisagoodfigne, 
_ Fourthly, when thou waft in thine owne fence as one hanging 


betweene heaven and earth,at an utter loffe, joylefle in any earthly 
thing, and yet voyd of {pirituall : did the Lord yet-in fecretput 


fome poore hope of not utter perifhing into thee,and whifper thus, 
Yet what if ra Lord will turne away his fierce wrath ? And didit- 
thou feele thy felfe by this meanes, ftayd, till better newes came? 
Itisa sad Gene. { 

Inthe 2 place, aske, hath 


the word, and nourifh thy feeble hope with more and ‘more light ’ 
in his Promife ? Canft thou fay this light was no Moone light,darke ' 
and doubtfull,but as the light of the morning, 
Secondly,did this light vanifh and fleete away into flafhy pangs 
of joy, without any abiding, or did it draw thee ro behold fome- 
thing in God, able to bottome thy hope as the Law was to unfettle 
thy rotten peace ? Did it caufe thy. {pirit within thee, to goe afide 


4. 


God called thee ? Try it by his Affiting 
grace,thus: Did not the Lord leave thee thus,but ply thy heart with Bing grace. 


J. 


2 


and hide this pearle,digett it,the worth,the weight of it? To pon 


_ der the truth and warrant of the promife, that thou mighteft {ee 
how able it was to beare thee ? So that thou wouldft not in fo 
‘weighty athmg as this, leave all at fix or feaven, and truft rather | 
thantry.Itsagoodfigne, 

‘Thirdly, when thy Affections were armes to purfue this 
a broken, , heart and defire, fele’{t thou the refi- 

_ tance of thy felfe and felfelove to breed in thy foule even the 
paines of or quickning in thee ? Did this caufe thee to 


feares,felfe hope,carnall reafon,cavills objections ? Felt'ft thou $a- 


P3 againit 


difcerne felfe the worke, felfe pride, felfe unworthineffe, felfe 
_ tan heere to ply fafter with buftetings and temptations, than Se } 


a 


- 
ro 
~ 


counfell ? Didft thou en 


Eph: 4,22, 


the word : canft thou fay, that in this fufpence 
thine,thou yet ftrovelt to hold to the naked truth of God ? To his 


perfwafion ? Canft thou have beene deceived’ ine 


{parke grownete mame, andthe — 


the light ofthe word, affe& thee asthe frugling of the 
labour to fee the heavenly rett and eate of a promife, the woefill 
reltie(fe, pudder of felfe within thee * Dad this Rill make thy foule 
ware to into the freedoine and fulnes of Chrift 
mt fe Itsag 
Foursbly,when thou couldht not feele fuch an ovetruling power 
in the word as thou defireft,but rather felfe and doubting overnuled 
and darkeneffe of 


faithfull covenant, in which he lye; Saweft thou enough 

in that to fatishe thee, although rhe wantedit a bucket todraw up. 
this water out of the wells of Salvation? And did this fiftaine thee 
ifthe others abfence ? Did the abfence of that thou would{t have, 
make thee fore(tleffe after further meafure, that yet thou didft 


quietly fubmit to be(the whileft ) as God would have thee ? To be 
_-very glad, and boaft of thy nothing, that the glory of g 

the rname of God might be magni 

ends inmeere grace to a bafe empty one,than thou thy owne: 
ends in bei 


©, and 
t have his 


? That 


led to the brimme ? This.is.a fpeciall goed figne, 
Fifely, didft thou continue ftriving thus, till’ the Lard drowned 


_ thy felfand thy diftempers both onright hand and left,in the truth 


Oo on hse ? And doftthou labour thus to hold it, to 
it, asthe truth isin Jefus ? Without hookes or crookes ;_ refitt 
the dayly recourfe of flavifhnes,eate, felfelove, puffing up, worl 


linefle,or any lufi which might defile the fweetnefle of Chrift,and 


weaken thy-faith in him? Are thefe markes in thee,true and found 
® Then are they 


ygood;though weake,Thirdly,arethow 
ry. itby the perfecting and fulfilling-grace ofGod. Canft 
theu then fay, That the worke of faith is finifht in thee with power 


buleewing, Ged hath deceived 


> Jfthou perith by beleeving,. 


thou buy and feltupon Gods ‘Word? And. 


doth the-Spinitofthe Promift deliver thee into it ? Doftthou find 
thereby, which fills. thee with: 


cnath brong he forth thy j tto vidtory. Lefiemeafire 
then,thiemay. yothe 2.tru 
Secondly,is 


ehgne: burthisisafullerfigne. _ 
the lowe of'Gadin thy in thy bofome? 


t 
‘ 
| 
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faith to 


Doth it conftraine and hemme in thy treart, to 
To thinke no duties too hard,no meafurre too much? 


? Doth it work 


life in 
Or is italove comming from a dead faith 


will fuffer thee to be proud and felfe-loving,wnmerciful, carele 
barren in fruits, worldly ,covetous ? Thy faith is vaine and thy oil 
rotten, ao canft thou fay, the love of God is a fire in thy bones,to- 


Thirdly, hath God declared his righteoufneffe unto thee, from 


lenes,innocencie, and fruitfulnes? [tsa good figne, 


mer, thus. God hath given all his a double Portion: {tandin; che a 
ceppyhold and a free hold ; the one by he imputed whic 

foule takes up by the Court Roll ofthe Promift, holding upon 

other; The other by a grace inherent, which it takes b he livety 

and feafin of the fanctifyi ing SP pirit. Try then: Canft thou fay thy 

faith hath both a hand to take the one aid the other ? To take t 

_ righteoufheffe from faith of juftification, to faith of fanGificati- 
on -f Dareft thou not fever thofe things which God hath joyned? 

Jtsa good figne ofa faith prétious for kinde, if by the fame faith, 

thou canft receive both kinds of righteoufnefle, though bya feve- 

Fall conveiance, 

. Fourthly, try the meafures obit. If Gods Ri hteotffiefte be from 

ith: i¢ proceedes from one ftepa to another: 
gets to it felf more Promifes,moreé ovldehcesiieh onger & grea- 

-ter.Canft thou fo thou grow from faith of 


falvation tofaithlof thy theefe religion, thy living 
faith 2 | tsi the chy be obedience, and not thy 
M dit thy faich ? Is Chrifttevealed ro thee 


‘Gidh in hi Priefthood, to faith in his Pro and Kingdome 

guide thee and rule thee ? Derh the peace oF King thee, 
woutdlt forsoe fr, fotgoe all 
‘And, dorfithe Law ofthe fame Spirit‘of Chrift, whith 
thee from hell, a& all thy whole man, the powers an 


felfe in the Bene and of 


ound : thy frailties” aré 
be: not thet and thy bat upon is 


him ane? 2 Cor. 

ces, in Meanes ufing,and workes of piety and chari Le sae 
ich Tam,2,20, 


droffe, to kindle thy heart ro all love, thankes, upright- — 


faith to faith, both of kind and meafure? Try itthen, For the for- Rom... 17. 


Cin fome meafiite not thou but che Lod ie 


‘Trial 3, 


Mark, 


‘Numb. 


2 


Rom.8,28 


a Mark, 


3 Merk, 


Fruits of cal- 


Iftthefe be {nares to us, cauwfing us to fall to floth and loofeneffe, its 


212 Of the triallefeur towardGod, Partsa? 
in theé, Feare not : its a good figne, And thns might I be large, Bue 
I content my felfe witha draught in {teed of many, 


Now becaufe this firft eryall of calling, and of agood eftate to. 
ward God, is more large and full than fome weake ones canreach: 


Atleaft they may be difmaid by the weightineffe thereof: Befides 


thefe, I will yet adde a fecond fort of markes,that is,fome feverall 
fruits of grace as the foule may difcover them more eafily in it felf 
to flow evidently from faith of Gods elect : of this fort are thefe 
following in which I obferve no method, but name them as they 
offer themfelves, let every man take notice of himfelfby his owne 


-earmarke. Firft, if we abufe no truth of Godto wantonneffe and 
fecurity, its a figne we be thofe children for whom Gods Breadis — 


prepared : For example,thefcare holy Truths of God, and bleffed 
encouragements : The Rightcous fall feven times a day: The Lord 
fees no iniquity in Jacob, Whom God pardons one finne to,he will 
pardon all : No beleever can fall totally from God , God loves his 
when he afflicts them for their finne : In many things we finne all + 
No man heere can be perfec : but our perfection is the fight of fm- 
perfe&ion:God compts our endeavours and willes for performan- 
ces: Faith is not the excellencie of apprehending and feeling the 
good of the obieé, but our cleaving to a word, All things, even 


{inne turnes to the , of Gods ele&. None come to Chrift fave 


fuch as aredrawne by God. Our camfort ftands not in our repen- 
ting, but beleeving (efpecially » ) and the like. Now the 3, - 


a epee are dogs : but if they worke kindely to provoke usto 
jealoufieand more awe, its a figne of children. For example, the 
finnes of Seger God turnes to their good,and he love them 
when yet he affiicts them for finne, Oh then! how 
cious will he be to fuch as walke with him ? Thofe that tracly be- 


Teeve are clefted, Ohi how then will my foule ftrive for Faith, that 


Imay prove my election? Not be defperate, becaufe if I be clett, 

I fall beleeve. In a word, when fuch Truths are afed:for 

econdly, if we finde the Areu of the worldto'worke in 


AsBph. 5,27. 0s by contraries : As for example, if when the world for 


effe by the cultome of the times : we argne then 
the more clofeneffe in. walking with God : and thenaboveall; 
thinke its a feafon for us to draw neare to God. 


4 
4 
: 
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avoid the marke of afinner : yea, when weare in moftfeerer_ 
privacy from men,yerour checks us & keeps us'as free 
» galla ute 
good, iaithe fecret paflage*of our’: wandring, 
Formal ina Sabbah, in prayer or worfhip : if 
upon our knees with contaion, when men us for 
ies we doe, its.a blefied figne. 
Fourthly, if wee and {tare not Truths, as ¢ Mark. 
/ toohotand heavy for us : ifwe fhun not information of fuch, but 
feele a {pirit joyfull im us that truth is brougheto useven withthe S¢eG en.gg,te 
of ance of it did nourifh in us: its a 4 
 fure figne, that the more the colts us,rthe more we love him 
and would lofe any thing forit, 
Fiftly, if when we feele that God payesushome for any finne or s Marke 
ery wee corruptly lived in, wee thinke it a cheapepenry- 
and coft well beftowed, ifthereby we may be purged and 
Sixthly, ifehat which be the preferving oF the 
nany: refpe& of our owne praife or zeale Signe 
lqvethe much for icowme ake, 
y, if Gods sway. be noe 1i in 
pray not, worfhipnot God; 
in in, pleafing of ‘mani, lyes 
when Gods is beat | 
TUN dry and » When we 


rin 


with our 


— 


thén'yethe § Mark; 
Ninthly, 
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Marke. 
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vations, kor exam 


if weefe ferve Ged, asnone can, bere Gach a8 we in gut 


not eur time in 


being rich, learned, honourable, 
wee content our felves with fach Religion as any poore, idiots, 


farre from tt: This bewrayes 
than God. The contrary 


meane ones and priuate ones niapdo : but for theduties of the rich 

as arexich, to hohour God with our wealth, honour, parts, we are 
ustobe fuchas are nearer to our felvcs 
tothis bad figne isa good one. 


Tenthly, ifmot onely we hate that calling and company, andoce 
calions which adouit toderve God : Butrather chufe to for- 
go otherwife a lawfull calling, ifto.usmeceflarily encombred with 


_ conditions of an-evill confaence, chufing rather to endure any 
ttreights, and to -truft God inia pinching croffe, its a good figne, 


_ Many markesmight be added, whereof good bookes are full, and 


Ve. 


Admonition 


.dngencrall. 


beft with thefe rimes,andbecan many are‘not 
were to be yithed. Aind thas euch for che trill of eur 


the foules of {uch as are rhedLords are -astolovea Saint’ 


asa Saint, even a pdove one that is fo, better than the richelt that is 
nots To be fruittull ingrace as well as gracious, to change noreli- 


gion withthe time; to mourne for firme-more for forrow, our 


own finne more than others; and yet for bothfinnes and forrowes 
_ af othereas ovr ownes! td keepe ‘the Sabbath clofel with 


thoufand more sburthefefew bhave cholénas per 


Auslvas:come the Lords Tables 


Nov | brictely 
thonkerts this 3c 
ones dd tone 


leffe. 


times, wee on retin our faith 
ch as all times. requite Bir 
A& 1 
| 
| 
| a? corficiences by and mgris 
One, torubbe thes secure hears the epticke; and pet offthcit 
of fpirir; ‘from tht dead that Chri 
not.éobe purines the mourhes mie 
to the feale of a covenant of grace,Being a 


hell and death? Deceive not thy felfe : Hthou be incovenane with: 
God, the fruit of the lips hath done ir, even the effeCtuall Miniftery' 
@fthe Law and Gofpelt ; elfe thou art {tilbas thou-wert borne; in: 
and Chrift, berweene a proud, adutrerons, hypocritical worldly 
wretch, and grace. Truft to it, if the Lord never ealled thee, thou 
notincovenant, foas by an actuall faich sif God never ttope 
thee in thy lewd courfe, laid it as a loade upon thy fhoulders, pre- 
{ented thec with betrer hopes even the of immorttality by t 

—Gofpell, in thy foule the value ouhat 
bought it.Except the Spirit of God have purified thy foule through 
 beleeving never count thy foule fpirituall in. the covenant, and 
therefore prefisme not upon the feale of it. Alas poore creature : 
No fcede of thefe is wrought in thee as yet : no condition of them, | 
_ noknowledge, no feare of the worlt, no degree of defire,eudea- 
If Gods deare ons, who have tafted his grace, yet find themfelves 
 founfitte receive when they have fafted, prayed, worfhippedand 
_ walked with God all the weeke long; where fhaltthou re 

whe never wert fo.in covenant at all? Renounce all thy falfe er- - 


h 


nd profper, Remember Num,12,14. 
oo : the Lord forbade her, 


t in fa 


wit him, faying, 


and counterfeit fignes, colour not with wall not be. 
mocked ) pretend not thy good meanings, civ a keeping of 
Church, paying of debt, being in charity, giving of almes, fhed- 
ding of teares : thefe amount not to the markes ofa calling: but | 
fay. rather, Oh Lord, by all fignes, I fee I want the faith ofthe co- Ls 

venant of God, and have run int as 
life long, and. each Sacrament 
hath long fuffered:me, [dare he 
while cut offmy-feife from the communion, that the whillt F ma 
ect the fhith of the cove 
ream. and how, fhe was. 
| have yer abode in the € 
ing, Ifher father hadf 
felfe feven. dayes > So:dee thou, and make ufe of thy feparati-. 
on, t0 humble thy foule Andyerdoe not abufe the Lordscut. 
ting thee off for a.zime, to. lowre ee 
and gone to Sacrament; but this fearching- hath fira- - 
red me,and now bam further off : Na, thivisnothing bur Sathans 
delufion, who. wauid for ever thes from-the Sacrament 
whereas . | 


% 


a 236 Of thesriallofour eftatestowardGod. Parts | 
3 whereas the Lord would hold thee off onely for atime, and fir’ 
Levit.13, the Lord Iefus the high 
 hhaye beheld thee, and cleanfed thee by beleeving. This fic ‘5: 
notto death, butlife : endure affition‘in thy fpirit a while, pray 
Godto blefie this triall unto thee ; repent with AGriam, and thou 
fhalt-returne with (Miriam ; and blefle God with Onefimus, thar 
thowdepartedft for.atime, that thou mighrft returne for ever, So 
Vier. Secondly, this is exhortation to Gods owne people, thateven’ 
Exhortation they alfo looke for this worke of trying their eftate. Perhaps fach 
to Gods peo- will fay they have tried it often, and hold it by faith daily, and 
ple, _ therefore its needelefle fotodoe: But I anfwer, yet honour this 
ordinance and renew your comfort, by reviving the memory and” 
prefence of it: The oftner you doe it, the eafier 1s the worke, and 
2 the gaine. Yee will object, Chrift Iefus is the fame, yefterday, to 
Heb.13,8. day, and for ever. True, but your unbeleefe is great, your incon-' 
ftancy admits infinite feares, waftings, doubts, and -diftempers, 
Revive therefore the fence of former mercy, and apply it each — 
Sacrament anew : Be not weary of gesting daily more fweetnefle 
« Pet. 1.20. in the promife, and proove your calling and election more fure to 
your felves, as it is fure in God : Pray for more infight, favour and - 
taft of this worke : and injoy the comfort thereof at the Sacra- | 
ment. The lefferuft yee have gathered, the leffe filing of your foule 
may ferve. Take either the three points of calling before faid, 
which are the fureft, or fometime revive the other markes and 
fruits of converfion: Doe not devide them, but trie thy felfe by 
them all together if thou can: if not, then chuf out fomefew con- 
duding markes, and apply them to thy felfe : if it be hard, feeke to 
God to teach thee to fearch them in thy felfe ; mourne for any de- — 
cay of them, and humble thy heart'for it, and give not the Lord o-' | 
a to thy felfe prefently : Recover thy lofle, quicken’ _ 
thay hath wanzed, the snd bande 
doing blefleGod, that by the occafion of the Sacrament, thuu haft. 
feene thofe graces to abide in thee which thou thoughteft thou 
wanted{t;for the Lords wayes tend not to deftroy,burtoedifie,and §& 
to turné-thee off from the Sacrament withfeare, buttofend 
_ thee thither with ftronger confolation and hope. So that thou fhalt | 
_ {mall caufe to repent thee for obeying God : For loe,.in this’ 
thy ftrength, thou. maift goe tathe fealt of the hills, tothe Lorde’ 
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- far things, and fined wines’: the which if the Mafter of the feaft 


* bid thee to; neither have any other, nor thy felfe authority to for- 


- ftageer, and alledge, if thefe be markes ofa receiver, I am none, 
my by any of thefe markes : But rather 

call into queflion, both my calling and the fruites, both faith and 
-holineffes for alas, 1 feele not my felfe to live by the one, and J fin 


ef often againft both law and grace, I am held under with lufts and eA 
corruptions banfwer groffer breaches of duty the Lo-dtaskes Anfwere, — 


‘thee to ferious humbling and repenting,. but not giving over 


 eonfidence : As for ignorance, or infirmities unavoydable, they 


-fhall not hurt thee : if thou can fay, I have beleeved formerly. I 

tell thee : the feede of God in thee is immortall ; As appeaves by 

thy longing after the Sacrament. If then thou fat; pect the worft by 
thy felf for thy omiffions,declining to eafe,to world,to other evils 
ifthou defire to know the wortt by thy felfe, to vomit up thy mor-- - 


 fels; and to recover thy hold upon the promife + if the. fruite of the 


Sacrament be fo precious tothee, that (‘fo thou mightlt finde thy 
{elfe an inuited gueft thou wouldft not be kept from the Table of | 
the Lord, for the world: then! fay, There is fre under the afhes, 

_ rake them off, that itmay appeare and burne out: Clafpe about — 
thefe markes (though butin poore meafure) and when meafure — 
failes, cleave to thy uprightnes,and let not Sathan or felfe bereave 
thy heart of courage and hope to get by the Sacrament, but know, 


thefe muft not beate thee fromit. 0 


Yea, (will fome fay But when all is faide that canbe, 'f want 
faith it felfe the cheefe grace that ferves to cover all my un- 
worthineffe, I cannot come. Now I feare { have it not; For why ? 
_ faith overpowers and p-evailesin a true beleever above doubting, 
and carries the foule above all feares to the aflurance and feeling 
of mercy,and fills the heart with comfort and joy; thefel want, - 
therefore. have no faith, | an{wer : Try thy. felfe by that ‘I have 
{poken about faith before : and ler that flay thy {pirit. Farre be it 
fromus to affirme faith fo to confift in the full fayles.of perfwati- 
on, and in the flaming our of comforts, that. where this méafure— 
_ Asiacking, the foule is to balke the Sacrament, and lye down.in the 
Couch of the Law,and water it with, veares continually, till 
; adgement | 


«a: 


But heeré fome will objet: Put cafe many a poore foule dce Obje tions ee 
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By concefli- 
on, 


pocrites, fave this ? 1 hey need not be fo carneft for faith, forr 


218 Of the trial of our effatts towerdGod. Parties 
One thing! mutt freely confeffe: That there was never thore 
caufe than now in this forlorne Age full of formality and diffem. 
bling , (in which the divell and the error of the wicked would de. 
ceive the very clea, if poffible ) to prefic coe the fonle the nece{- 
fity of faith with power, For, weake faith, hardly will beare our 
the trong fiery darts of Sathan, which now in this fubtill world, 
are on foot to try our effectualnefle of beleeving. Men heare prea- 
chers fay, ' aith is as true in the leaft {parkle of it, as in the whole 
five : and faith may as much excell in infirmity to hold the promife 
upon former experience,as in the greateft {trength, &c, 

Now (as | faid before ) what ufe doth Satan make hereof in hy- 


_kind of it mutt fave them, not the meafure, and the weakelt may 
be faved as well as the ftrongelt, I could in this refpe& with, that 
fooft as Gods Minifters fall upon thefe Arguments,they tooke as 
good paines to {tave off the as to encourage the faithfull- 


weake ones. For when error 


ath once defiled a man in the roor 


and trath of faith : then he growes prefumptuous to thinke that 
each wanzing motion and Pang after faith,is as good as that which — 

~ isattended with felfedeniall, and cleaving to the promife. W here- 
_ as faith of the true (tamp, although it come fhort of fome feelings, 
ftirrings, and eer that overpowring of fpirit that quafhes 
unbeliefe;yer the Spirit of grace, puts forth it felfe in combat again{t 


2 By Solund- 


gtace of the Spirit, It were exceeding abfurd for a Phyfition to fa 

he muft forbeare Phyficke,and lic under his difeafe, aneill 
getmore ftrength, andrecovery. What fhall 


Sacrament, ay ftill, israther the 
of the {irong man, fo that a loofe, 


their infidelity, {ets itinthe forefront of Gods battery, (as Urtab 
was fet by /oab ) maintaines no cafe or floath inthem, but rather 
mourning for their ftanding fo at aftay, with continuall care to 
proove themfelves to be in the faith, and their calling to it, to 
efteuall, And in this wartare they looke for no difcharge, till Gow 
have anfwered them in fome meafure. ie 
But toanfiwer the objetion,and {0 to conclude, affirme that not 
only the weake in faith,fimply,but even the decayed in faith, Rae’ 


the fallen into finne, ifrecover'dby faith, are not to be red 
from the Sacrament, tillthey become partakers of overpowt 


to one tormented with a burning acue,want of fleepe,or like 


¢ Phyficke availe him 
after, ifhe die before ? Or what needs it,ifhe be recovered ? The 

ion of the weake childe, than 
ying heart be abhorred; ant 
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fach this ordinance ferveth, And (to fay trath )firch poore foutes 
be urged to more y feele : for whatfor- 
row is like theirs who moutne ander unbeleefe ? and yet even fuch 
(as experience ‘prooves ) have found the Sacrament effe@tuall, to 
fend hen away much {etled and confirmed, And fo for anfwer of 
thee doubrs,and alfo the triall of our eftate in grace, ere we come 
tathe Supper, thus much te faid, 


Of the Tryall of our wants, — | 
Ext to the tryall ofour eftate, fitly offers it felfeto our Trya'l +. 
view the Triall of our wants. The method whereof(God Of Wantty 
willing) (hall be this. Firlt to lay downe the grounds of 
8 this Triall. Secondly to fhew the Nature of a Chriftians 
wants, and what fort they are of, Laftly, inthe uferoteach usin 
duties the Triall ofourwants ftandeth, 
The ground of chis triall is manifold. Firft, the neceffity of Sacra- 
-mentail trying of our wants, appeares in this, that as the Lord en- ] 
joynes all that receave, to proove themfelves to have grace: fo he Allhave their 
fuppofes all {uch to have many wants therein,So long as this body ‘28's. 
th, and back-byas of Corruption cleaues to the regenerate: 
foule to retard and weaken it, todefile, todifable,to difmay, to 
quench it : a peore (oule fhall never want matter to cry out,(even | 
when grofe evils are farre off) Miferable man who fhall deliver Rom,7.24. 
me ? How fhall | doe to get outof this my dead,luskifh, lazy and 
unfavory courfe ? Who fhall {apply my wants? Now then if thefe _ 
wants be unknowne, how fhall the foule be thankefull for there-. 
leefe of them ? How then fhould a Chriftian fearch them out and 
marke them? In the duties ofboth tables,in the ufe of the ordinan- 
ces, in the graces of the Spirit, in the order of out whole converfa- 
tion ¢ for the firft. The cireumftances of all duty, what wants have 
they ? Inthe ground of our Actions,how ignorant are we of Gods 
particular will, how erroneous in difcerning the colors of good and 
evill, and eafily miftaken ?. how unwife in weighing the fitnes of 
mconvenience, feafon or unfeafonableneffe, fafery or {eandall of 
our Actions ? Why is it fo,fave for want of wifedome and Iudge- 
ment? 2. Inthe manner of doing, how impure, unfavory, incon- + Searché 
itant, irrefolate ? why, fave for want of hdlineffe heavenlyneffe of 


minde, 


ofthis trial2, 


1 

T 


gee (Of thetrial ofourwants. Parts) 

mindé, courage? 3. For the meafure,how remiffe,lazy,cold, back. 
ward, and content’with any thing ? Why fave for want of found. 
nes,integrity, and fulnes? 4. Inthe end,how corru ,lelfefecking, 

_ forgetting both Gods honout, our owne peace, and the good of.) . 
thers ? Why, but through want of love, uprightneffle and felfede. 
niall? And fo I may fay of duties in {peciall : How hard doe men 
find it to keepe a mediocrity, and avoyd extremities ? In worldly 

bufines, to goe betweene loofe careleffenes, or elfe extreame car- 
king ? either wholly improvident, or buried in the earth? In the | 
duty of Charity and mercy, who underftands himfelfe bound to 
give according to his eflate, but rather under it? In our words, 
who keeps a meane betweene filence, or jangling ? In gudging of 
others who fhuns partiality, credulity, prejudice, cenforioufnes? — 
like may be {aide of ufing the ordinances ? In hearing what 
want of waking, attendance, reverence, mixing the word with 
faith ? in the Sacraments, what feldomnes,unpreparednes, tafhnes, 
and profanation ? In prayer what formality,commonneffe, and dis | 
(truft? It were to infiftinall. . 
In the exercife of graces, what carnality and fenfuality is there to 
- weaken the life of faith ? What one grace of the Spirit, Patience, 
Love, Communion of Saints,mercy to the afli@ted, Thankefulnes, 

_ Humbleneffe or the like, which hath not her langour and infirmi- — | 
ty ? A» for the order of our Converfation,what weakenes appeares | | 
not ? Who obferves Gods Adminiftration towards him or his, in | 

Patience, Croffes, mercies ? Where is the man who lives by expe= 
rience of former times? What want doe wee finde of Quietnefle 
of {piritin taking up, or bearing our Croffes, ifany thing tedious®™ | 
Whom doth not profperity puftup? And in family governement, 
company, liberties, buying, felling, and Common life, how isit | 
that Chrittians feem as other ordinary men, becaufe they know not 
what it meanes, to rule inferiors wifely, live with wife mecekely 
and purely ayme at doing or taking good, ufing liberty fparily, and 
doing to others as we would be done to? Surdy if wants be fo rife 
in our whole courfe, how fhould aman who would finde releefe 
the Sacrament, marke and furvey them before hand? 
hele total The 2. ground of this duty of Triall of wants, is the wifedome | 
0f God in providing for the foules of his people,a fupply of all their 

Wants in the Sacrament of the Supper, A poynt which is yetasa | 

Riddle to many receivers : who although ho looke atthe Supper 

of the Lord as a fervice ofhigh devotion,fit to hold men a 
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yet alas | farre 
hat it ts a 


Of the triall of our wants. 


pied, and keepe them from bars earthly though 
are they from once dreamin 


{upply of all 
their wants. It needs a good perf{pective to fhewa man Lord. 
Jefus Sacramentall,ready to fill che foule with all good things,much_. 
more to fupply all our wants. -Chrift in the Supper is fealed by the _ 
Father to give us all that his Promife conteines : Now if that offer 
_provifion againft all defects, ignorance,unbeleefe,earthlinefle : if 


that be able to releeve the wants of the foule complayning,that fhe 
_isurlable to beare a croffe,to enjoy a bleffing, to live well in marri- 
_age &c, What leffe can the Supper conteine, ‘fave the fealing up of 


that provifion, and the unlocking ofall Gods {tor¢houfe? The Lord 


_inthe Supper hathtaken meafire ( as I have noted ) of all the in- 


— firmtities and wants of his Children : and although it be not fenfible 


tothe eye of flefh, fave in a fhadow of the Elements, ( Bread to re- 


(trength,and Wine to reftore the Spirits ) yet fo itis, there ts 

all the Lord 'efus, (as one privy and feniible ofall the wants ofhis 
hto foder up every chinke and flaw 

of the foule, that can waite for him. How fhould the foule then 


members) to fill up every breac 


put on the Lord Iefus his apparell to cover her except her naked- 


_nefle in each part be underftood ? Or, how fhould thofe Varieties 


of difhes of Gods fealt be fed upon, except each receiver feele his 
-owne wants ? Feafts wee know confift of many deirities, becaufe 


there are fundry appetites,and each gueft hath his {pecial longings, 
So heere the Lords love in providing fuch fupplies in Chrift fhould — 
-teacheach gueft to enter into his owne wants, except we fhould 


vifion,or to faile in neceflary? 


compaffion into the natural] foule, whic 


thinke the Lord either fo unwife as to abound in fuperfluous pro- 
The third ground is taken from that fpirituall inftin@ and nature 
which is ingrafted intc all Gods people ; and that is, to feeke rhe 


_ welfare ofit felfe. Now that cannot be except it were fenfible of 


her wants, ‘We fee it is naturall to each creature to procure the 
fupport of it felfe by all meanes. The leaft maimie in a tree or plant 


hearb, caufeth a kind of fence in the creature, for it will fillup 


the wound and knit the breach againe, The body of man bei 
wounded, or the flefh decayed, or the fpirit, {mite a feelinga 
Mior | f line not tillby nourifh- 
‘ment,cordials or phyficke, the want be repaired, So much more is 
tin the New creature ; it cannot feele a want of grace in it felfe 
(except it be not ir felfe,but fallen into fome {piritnall lethargy )but 


itis fentitble of it felf,a~d cannot lin till it out-grow it,and fupply it 


\ 


ground. 


The third 


& 
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by meanes, that fothe welfare thereof may be recovered : Now 
what meanes are folike toeikeup and repaire fpirituall loffes,ag 
the Supper of the Lord? and how can that helpe, fave by thedue 
triallof ourwants? * 
2Generall. Buttocome tothe fecond generall ; fome may aske, What, and 
— ane , of what fort are thefe wants * I anfwer, That wants are fuch things 
seg set prefuppofe true Grace, in the being of it. Wants then maybe. 
called either defeéts of grace, or decaies in grace, By defe@tsT | 
meanecommings fhort of that whichought tobe: By decaies I 
meane failings and lofles in that which hath beene. Defects are ne-. 
ceflary afwell as willing : bat decayes wilfull and voluntary, De- — 
fects arife from fundry caufes : {ometime from onavcbdeabia. or 
elfe unufuall inabilities and impotencie of memo-. 
ry, {pirit and parts: Sometime want of due meanes and helpes, as __ 
of publique Miniltery, private ordinances, counfell, fellowthip or 
_ the like. But efpecially I {peake of fuch, as are caufed by eitherthe- . 
. foules neole& of meanes by which fhe might fapply her wants, or: 
___ ufing them leffe frequently or fervently than fhe ought : or elfe nor., 
-wifeand thrifty exercife or improvement of graces,occafions,and 
ri ca already attained, In like manner I {peake of decayes in 
what we have got, either for the kinde or number, or the meafire; 


forwardneffe, 
Vere - Now I come to the.ufes, and to direStion for triall of our wants, . 
Terror. And (to fpeake of two or three ufes ere I come to the maine . )Firit, . 
here is terror to allungodly ones, they are wholy made of priva- - 
_. tions ; {pots are not feene in {tained clothes : They cannot cometo . 
the Sacrament, becaufe they, cannot try their wants. have | 
no wants to trie; both becaufe they have no ftocke o oe 
at all, and becaufe. they are not fenfible of the.true Treafure. 
Their mifery is, they have but one.want, thatis want of grace in | 
enerall, no God, no hope, no reconciliation, no faith, Ohl: 
| chefe are not as one who hath drunke fome gall and wormewood, ,- 
ae. but are drowned in the gallof bitternefle, (as Peter told Simson 
 Adagus,) They have no gaps or Aawes,but lye to havocke'and alll is- 
- _ downe,both the hedge and ditch: they have no wants or breaches, . 
for all their life isa wide gulfe of diftance, betweene God and — 
_ them. When they-fee the godly mourne for fome particular wants, . 
nity a 


7 as of memory, gifts to pray, to faft, or of hu nd the likes:,. ' 

° they doe not {mite upon the thigh and fay, O Lord, doe thefe¢who . 
yet have fome good ftocke of grace ) thus complaine fora few - 
wants, 
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wants, and am Ino whit troubled that I want grace al 
If therighteous fo mourne becaufe here and there fome want ap- 
| 


all I be thus merry being a meere begger and banquerupt? 


The one ftreines at a gnat, and is troubled to fee any gifto c- | 
peffe, or of uprightneffe in others which they want: andthe o- 


~ ther {wallow a Cammell and fticke not to fay, They hope to doeas- 
asthe moft precife of them all. Tremble Ohye wofullment 
Lord hath a feaft of all. good things, but youare incapable of 
them, yea bidhim take them to himfelfe, they want none of his 
difhes. They aske, who fhall fhew us any good? bargaines, | 

marriages, fellowship atthe Alehoufé, gold and filver : or if they 

be full of Gods hidden treafure, it is fromthe earth : they are full 
want nothing, therefore all chat God pow'¢s into themrunnes 

over. Oh ! doth it not {care ye that ye are bereft of any right to the 

Supper, or that whether yee come or come not,the Lordhath = 

_fworne ye fhall not taite of his Supper? That he will turne ye backe Luke 14,10. 


(at death) and bid yee fatiate your felves with the things yee have © 
gotten! Oh { be fenfible and pray, or rather defire others to pray for 
_yon,that if poffible,the wickedneffe and curfed barrennefle of your 
heart be forgiven ! 
- Secondly, here is admonition to all who would receive aright, Vier. | 
that they beware of fuchevils in this kinde, both on theright hand admonition. © 
and left, which might hinder them. Onthe righthand,lecthembe = 
warned oftwo things. Firft, that they reft not too much upon their Branch! 
into their wants, their efpiallof their ufualline 
firmities; nonor yet their complaynings, mourningsand teares 
for them, except due triall of wants doe attend thefe. Thereisa 
_ white Divell which will tell them: Oh! there be few Chriftians 
who marke themfelves fo narrowly as you t you are happy ! No 
no, he puffcs you up, Triall of wants ftands not in thefe only: Their 
wants may rm withthem, if there be no morebut fight and 
complaint of them: and yet I fay alfo that many come not fo farre, | 
Secondly, when the Lord hath truely humbled ye for your wants, Branch 22° 
feene and mourned for: doe not 7A overloade your felves with Lae & 
them, as on the other fide to be fwallowed up withexcefleoffor- : 
Tow, as if the fight thereof muft needs drive ye from the Sacra- 
ment, and as ifnone were fuchas you, Extremities areeafily run 
into : but the Lord will have your forrow moderated and alayd — 
with thankes and faith,that ye may come to the Sacrament for fup- - 
ply Others are fenfible of {ame with you: and‘ho wants have 
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yet met you fave fuch as are incident to the godly : the Lord wonld - 
— not fhew ye your wants to queftion your eltare, buttofupply them 
 @ atthe Sacrament, Therefore be not difcouraged, but argue thus, 

| _ Ifthe Lord would have caft me off, he would have lefe mevoyd of 
Brace; and fuffered me to runne into groffe offences, rather than 
~ humbjed me in the fence.of thofe wants which his owne may be 
guilty of, that fohe might make. me better and according to his 
own¢ heart ! If I could tee, thefe wants fhall turne rather to my 


good, than drive me away from God altogether. 
Branch3. Other terrours are alfoon the left hand, which this Doétrine . 
ee meets with: The one is carelefneffe, the other foolifhneffe.For the 
_ former,beware leat we grow through a degenerate eafe and floath 
~ of heart, furfetted with the love of fome luit or other, to fhake off 
the fence of our wants ina good courfe, and fo fall to delight in a 
fpirituall decay and commonneffe of earriage, to thinke that if wee ’ 
can make a fhift torubbe through the day, weekeor monethina 
_ {mooth manner without the taint of foule finnes ; ieskillsnot,al-. 
 thoughthey be paffed without any the. 
- time, meditation, watching to heart, tongue atid actions : If this . 
_— errour once take hold of thee, it will turne thy wants quickly into 
fecure contempt and loofe profanenefle. Abhorre it therefore, Se- 
Branch4, condly,take heed of the error of thy conceit moving thee to thinke, _ 
| that the Spiritof Regeneration whichis in thee, will act and pro- - 
voke thee to improove the grace of God, whether thou ftirre or 
fit till, lleepe or wake. It is a peftilent dotage. True it is, the Spirit 
of grace is an active principle inthe foule of the aa it isa 
Phil.g.t9. full, eternall, working Spirit of it felfe, able to firpply all wants, as 
Faal{peakes Howbeit not whether wee will or no : its a willing, 
not neceffary or compelljng principle, and is given us not to letst 
lie by, but by the daily ufe of meares without and witl in, efpecial- . 
- ly by the hand of faith, to te continually jogged and fet on worke. 
The fharpef faw may lye upon the timber long and neere enough, 
but it will cutnever the fooner, except the lively hand of the — 
workemamftirre and move it duely. How shall the Spirit of grace. 
worke upon thee, outgrow and repell’ thy errors, amend an er 
ply thy wants,while thou fuftereft it to lie rufting and unprofitable _ 
in thee, both at other times, and alfo arthe Sacrament? . 
Thirdly, this point comfort and encouragement to all 
,  thofe who have tried themfelves about their wants, Firft, hereby 
they may know themfelves by this marke to belong to Gods 


| 


feeke to encreafe and oc 
x: a ftockes : itis in the {pirituall ftocke as inthe temporall. A 


dreds to agreater man, So here. Thofe talents of knowledge 
_ faith,, nay though it be but one, ( foit be not buried in ee 


- count nor fuch an onea begger: But fay thus, Alas poore man hee 


nor trades with other mens monies : 
helpe fuch an one in his wants, to keepe him from want. Thus is it — 


 fenfible of thy wants which thou couldft not be,except thou hadft a 


thy defire of greater 
 gaine,I tell thee th wants argue théu hafta ftocke of grace already, 


“that he wantsa 


an handfome houfe, or good cloathes, 
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— caurfe they aré daily occupied in the marking and laying to heart 

their wants. Poore foule even 

thou faift, If had the perfections of fuch or fuch an hol 
Chriftian, fuch tenderneffe and zeale, and heavenlir 

as I Ke fuch doe walke with, it were fomewhat. I anfwer thee : 

 Thatthefe holy men and women whom thou honoureft fo 


e. Alas! 
Minifter 
of mind 


that which moft dejects 


- cameto their meafure no other way thanby feeling their wants ; 
and if they do not til feele them as they have caufe,thy eftate with 
all thy wants, isbetter than thers in all their 


fection, Sence of 
beft degree in this life. Which I {peake, not to hinder 
grace, but to comfort thee againft them. A- 


wants is our 


Objet, But it is but a poore ftocke: I anfwer, the Lord is the ma- 
ker of the poore and rich, and according to his admeafurement, fo 
is th Rocke, leffe or more; andif thou have a ftocke from the 
Lond, cleats {hale not beare the blame of the fo thou 
cupie till thy Mafter come. Aji cannot have 


ke of twenty or forty pound for a poore man is as good as ones 


whicha poore foule hath, are fi:fficient for his eftate, Perhaps 


trade grow better, and his cuftome increafe, Yet for all this wee 


had never any great matter to begin with, but ye fee he lives well, 


ObjeBion, 


Anfuer, 


Anfwer. 


| 


a poore Tradefman, may by fundry occafions, want here twentie 
_ fhillings, there forty, and fo borrow and fupply his wants, till his 


and brings up his charge, and keepes out of debt : and although he | 


hath wants now and then, yet hee hath not {pent npon the ftocke, — 


with a poore Chriftian : he is not in want, yethe hath wants, bur 
e abiding. Againe, I fay be comforted in this, that thou art 


\tocke-Onely they who have fomewhat can thrive, becaufe they 
to eike out rheir {tocke with, and feeke more. Y 
never 


Q3 


rea omg from doore to doore,to complaine— 


or cleane linnen Alas, his 


ore its to 


Ze 
a 


Ie 

2 

: 2 

ste 


226 Of the triall ofowr ewants, Panta? 


Leggers coat, and cleane ftraw ina Barne content him : his bee 
want, keepes him from the wants of a man that hath fomewhat' 
to take to, Sohere, A poore Chrittian flocked with fomewhat, is’ 
ever wanting fomewhat ; its aneye-fore to him to fee otherehave _ 
himfelfe want: here hee mournes and complaines, Patience 
ood Lord is wanting to my poore foule, I cannot be humble and 
my felfe as others doe, nor pray, nor bethankefull; be. 
ware leaft your wants and complaints blinde yee from feeing your 
J {tocke and being thankefull. If ye had'no {tocke, we fhould never 
Branch3. heare of the wants which now yee mourne under, Againe, be com- 
fortedin another refpe% : God will fupply all thy wants, if thou 
want not a ftocke, He that hath, fhall have more given him, til he _ 
have abundance : But from him that hath not, fhall’be taken away, _ 
even that he had. The Lord is a bountifull Father, not like to the 
fathers of our fleth ; Ifa child be alway complayning to his father, 
what anfwer fhall hee have but a checke ? Thou art.alwayes-com- 
of wants, I putall into the bottomeleffe purfe ; Bur the 
| dis a Father of all abundance, and will give more than we can’ 
aske or thinke : He upbraideth no man, and yet gives plentifally: 
thy empty hand and the Lord fhall fillic: and efpecially at 
the Sacrament. Come inthe true fence and triall of thy wants in 
Chrift and faith for fupply, and thou needeft not doubt of fupply. 
Only be content with thy portion : The Lord hath not fu ous 
__. grace, but he hath convenient. Although thou have not the richeft — 
| apparrell, coftly plate ro fet forth thy Table , nor fare delicionfly 
every day, which were tofurfeit thee, and make theeforgetthy’ 
 felfe ; yetif chou have honeft fufficiencie to keepe out ofdebt, pay) 
¢very man his owne, and liveit competently of thyTrade, itsa 
reat portion : He isa rich Chriftian who fits clofeand comelyto —_ | 
the Lord, though hee be not fiiperfluous, Acomely Chriftian hath 
~‘Thelaftule of the point is that which chiefely toucheththe fcope 
Exhortation. Of the triall, and that is exhortation to all that come to receive,that | 
etafw, they try their wants. Queft. How fhall thatbe Anfwer. By 
Que? ome dire&tions helping thereto, either remote or neerer. The re- 
mote:is,to beware of fiich lets as hinder it. They are thefe,1 When 
4 _ +Oureyesare more bent to {pie out wants in others,than our own,& 
1. Beware of !€y a more heavie loade upon them than our felves. Strange itis 
how. one is of anothers blemifhes:aske them 
a what they thinke of fucha man, prefently his blot or defect offers 


| 
| 
j 
/ 


jt felfe, but his good qualities are concealed, Why isthis, fave that 
our fight ftands rather in looking forward, than reflecting backe 
our owne inward infirmities. Nay, although wee come bat 
@nce.in their company: ifthere be any weakenefle in them, asof 
rath zeale, or unfeafonable {peech, paffion, vanity, lightnefle, &e, 
Oh we fhall not neede to be taught what their difeafes are : where- 
as perhaps our owne are farre greater, though deeper and more 
- fabtilly covered than theirs, who becaufe they fee not their errors, 
betray chemfelves ere they are aware. Oh! we doe but guefle at o- 

_ ther mens, but our owne we know, and what helps wee have had» 
 toreleeve them, though to {mall purpofe.He who dwells at home, - 
-fhall have {mall lift or leafure to looke after others, Another let is, 
falfe conceit, that our wants fo they breake out no further, fhall 
not prejudice or hurt us: All (fay men) have wants, fome or other, — 
~-and the Lord will paffe by them, and not looke ftreightly what is 
amifle, But letusremember, That a man who hativa pretty — 
 ftecke, yet bearing himfelfe upon it, hath run himfelfe fo farre in- 
todebt, that ftocke and all have beene faine to paythem, Letne 
an flight hisowne wants: a little errour not ménded intime, | 
hath brought fad confequences after it, Let us therefore redreffe 
the {malleit betime, and then the greater (hall be prevented. 


tocome neere the point in hand, Sacramentall triall of warts Wherein 
ands in thefe three branches. Firft ina clofe and impartial over- afl of wants 


looking our felves in our whole courfe; not onely when others 
watch us narrowly, but when we are by our felves : but more ef- 
pecially to marke the inward paflages of our {pirits before Ged, 
And not onely to doe this ina good moode, but to carry a wary eye 
conftantly over our wayes. Alas ! perhaps many a man being at a 
Sermon, orunder a fudden Crofle, or comming intofome rare 
_ company, or ordinance ; heares and fees that which for thetime — 

Amites him, and makes him lift up his hands and fay, I fee Iam not 
as I fhould be ( God helpe) but full of wants, toolighr, earthly, _ 
formall,é¢, But when once they are come into theigold Elements, 
alas they are'as Saint James his foole, who his backe, 


gets of what fhape he was, or what fpots he Therefore itsa 
needefull charge, to heede every part of our life, to fee where our — 
wants lie molt: & as fhe fought his chiefe lay,fo we 


where ons chief weakenes lies. Sometimes alfo (to felfes 


to get fome triftie friend who can tellus where he thinkes 
| wlowelt,inuring our felves 


1, Inquity, 
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3 Tudging our 


{elves 


Of the trial of our wants, 


upon our praifes, What poore 


thoughts and affections How lie I open as a through-fare to Sa- 


colt, butu 


full when our chiefe follies are toldus, But onr nature is rather to 


man is fo madde as to denya 
rich friend to fee his bare walls,or tell him of his emptie purfe, ifhe 
Knew him prefently ready to let us fearch our 
felves in every corner ; in our wor 


fiulneffe; in our callings what commonneffe and earthinefle : inour — 
companies what unprofitablenefle there is; And it will be hard, "but 
if we fetch fromevery part, we fhall make our-wants an heape, 

_ Secondly, after inquifition of our wants, we fhould judge our 


felves for our wants ; count them our eyefores, and matter of — 
_deepe offence and forrow tous, Oh ! that there fhould be fuch a 
falling fickenefle in me of anger and techineffe, to blemifh my 


grace, As Beth{oeba takes up Satomon with indignation, fo fhould 


we our foules,What,O the fonne of my wombe, and of my defires | 


fhould Kings drinke wine, &c, So fay thou, What oh my poore 
foule, fhalt thou who feareft God, be fo wafpifh, fo conceited, fo 
cold, fo loofe in duty, fo carnall, fo wandring! Oh | Should fo ma- — 
ny vowes, prayers, experiences, and reproaches by my infirmities, 
aile fo little Oh mee thinkes, if I had ftrengthto hold my 
eart clofe to God one day together with delight and favor, how 


Joyfull fhould I be at night ? how many fad checkes meete I in the 


rren wandring, and wearinefle of 


day for my unfavory, 


tan in bafe thoughts and defires, till Iam {nared ? What many op- 


sarge ry have I of doing and er = when I meete with 
uc 


and holier ones than my felfe, as{tand with their moule ‘ 
ders ready to catch any good fpeech | And for lacke of wifedome, 
love me gag vanifh and am as fapleffe as the white of an 
without falt | Oh! How uncomely a thing is this, and how it dif- 
_ me | Oh Lord thou art privy how wearifome Iam to m 
elfe by meanes hereof! As ground of an ill temper mends not wi 
pbraides the owner with barrenneffe, fo doth my heart 
caft in my teeth all Gods coft, I am as one in chaines by my wants, 
as if I ofall others were foreftalled from grace and welfare : others 
I {ee with my eyes daily out-grow their ignorance, their weake 
fts in prayer and conference, their impatience under croffes : Oh! 
how wife they grow, how skilfull, how wary, how fit to beex- 
amples toothers, how above the world? fo that it {carfea 
that ever they were of fuch weakneffes before, Oh td 


effe 


deadneffe;in our communion what coldneffe and uncheere- 
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| ave got the {tart of me, for I fareas one once behind andever | 
pore a techie, foolifh, and ever fo: How fhall Gods gtace 
ever get honour by my thrift and forwardnefle Could attaine 
fill up my wants and: breaches with the graces’ of fach and'fuch 
| Chriftims,how might I befeeme my calling and place?Thus fhiould 
our wants beas pricks in our eyes, and as thornes in our feete, to 
caufe us to fit uneafily wherefoever we become. This indignation — 
at Wants,upon our continuall eying and obferving them, would 
"purge us of felfe-love and conceit of our own worth and forward 
and provoke us to anearneft feeking out for fapply by any 


And that is the third and laft rule: That we have the(e our wants 3.Ina petlend 
ready fiunmed up and at hand, when the Lord:is making toward us view ot chem 
with his Sacrament, If 2 aman prefently upon converfion, had the Sacra- 


his hand upon his owne fore, viz. his likelineffe to corref{pond with 
idolatry which yet he loathed : how fhould we have our wantsal- 
way before us ? How fhould we pray, Herein the Lord be mercifull 
tome, (not when I goe to:‘Rissmen) -but when I goe to his Temple. 
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and Sacrament ; (where the Lord Iefus his falneffle of grace for Iohn 1.17. | ) 


ace, and according to all his members wants, is prefent) that as I 
feele my wants of grace to gap me, my unfitneffe for marriage, for 
_ family duties, my abufing of liberties, &c,Sothe Lord Tefiis would 
there meete me with his {peciall fipplies, Oh werejthis hoy 
fhould our hearts be on wing at the Sacrament,and How fhiouldthe 
fulneffe of him who filleth all in all; both Shame: us.for 
blenefle to fuch anhead, ravifh us with his grace, and provifiony. 
and transforme us from wanting to abounding, : ehrough faith in 
his promife | Herein Lord be mercifull to me,.in chat I loath pridé; 
but it will not away : Thou bidft me thine to othersin-holy con- 
_verfation, but for lacke of purenefié, I beamesupon my. 
felfe : Thou bidft me.conyerfe in héaven, and Joe, my bafe affeai- 


onsare fo pines to my gaine 
feeme to be as a bird whofe wings 
then ? Shall I ceafe to fhine,Shall I ceafe to be heavenly becanfe of 


my wants? No Lord, but herein be gracious that I. may thine with 
humility, and beabove the world halt ifed thatithou 

can thinke or aske,,Lord thy, Sacrament thy Seales:ins 
all Promifes or fee thee not'with eye; bue 
Inthy Promifes; Lord feale them up remy weakeifaith’s inthis: 


my thoughts tothe carth; 
Whatfhaliidog 


BAAi 
he 
pe 
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feppiyat my want above all other, Lord fhalt thou binde mee tp 
thee for ever, Letothers that want knowledge, finde a fupply of it, 
chankfulnefle, ruling of my tongue and 
paffions sohtlet mehave my fupply; cach member +herowne 
filling ;4arevery foule beft knowes her owne forrow, and a ftran- 
fhall not enter into her joy, Thus come to the Sacramentinthe 
trial of wants, and there waite and give not the Lord over ‘till hee 

 haveanfwered thee,.or given shee; fome handfellof fupply, till 
more. coine; and fo fhall this dire&tion make thee blefle God for 
' the fruit of this Sacrament. More I might have added : but Icon- 
fider I fhall meet with a fuller ground of enlarging my felfe when 
I cometo the $. Sacramentall Grace of defire : To which I referre 
the carefull Reader : becaufe the gtounds of this. and that Chapter 

~ doWell helpe to the underftanding and praétife of each other. And 
~ thus much of the triall of our wants. fae 


/ 


the Sacrament. 


He third thing requifite to be tried by every Communi- 
The 3.trialot Bi. Saag cant ere he come to the Table of the Lord, is, Whether 
he hweall thofe Sacramentall graces ofthe Spirit, meet 
J for him that is invited to the Supper or no, Which gra- _ 
ces are thefe five. Firft. Knowledge.2.Faith,2 Love, 
Delire or hunger after the Sacrament, Which I mention, firkt 


them in generall, Which when I have cleered,I {hall come tothe _ 
Grace of Knowledge,and thefe two fhall confine this Chapter, 
‘Some ‘Ther. Why muft our graces be alfotried? Anfw. Be- 
gleered. caufévits the furelt way to proove the former triallsto be fecond. 
The Why Its 'notenough that'a man be Religious, and know his wants : 
giacestried. alfobe furnifht and inr inefle with thofe graces which 
the. are to be exercifed for the receiving of the Supper aright.A worke- 

man mutt not onely be skilfull of his trade, but likew ife have all his 
tooles,fiteo work in his'trade,ready whetted and fharpened for the 
nonce, Its noterough that he who will buy a purchafebe a man of 


ability, bue: that “he have his monies ready to tender upon the far- 


tender, or tating pofieffion, 


that che reader underftand:thofe queltions which follow about 


| 


4, Quett, Why/are theft five ciltedont attiong 
Ave graces of the Spikit as a8" 4,75 
thefe? Allafe ‘av efléndiall co Chriftian bes 

cafe he ro noftrariger'to any gift of fanctification it his 

‘Howben ‘all are not fo Sacramental (as T may fay) be~ 

-caufe all doe not fo immediatly concerne the Act of receiving, as 
thefe mentioned. As it is need full that who fo ufechanyotherOr- 
dinance, have all graces For kirid, yer fonie oneis indore diremtly 
etcized in fafting, another in hearing, in’conference, Queft. 3.Are Que.2.Are all 
all thefe five equally neceffary to receive well? Arfwer. No; riot thels of equal” 

in the of it for faith is the moft chiefe and immediate grace of 
ail the reft for this worke, becatife irs the Appetite; Stomnadhes and 
hand ofreceiving Chrilt'to the foie, 

Yet all thereft are needful in their kinde, partly'as GHices | 
antecedent, partly as ‘Atrendantand Confequent: for neither 
Faith ftand without K nowledge,nor be approved Without Repein= 
tance, Againe, inthe Sacrathent gre more Relations than one there | 
is one froin God to give us his Sonne; anothet font us 
‘rorenue our covtnant : a third from eachof us'to anothict, Thatis, 7¢ 3. 
to encreafe in communion’: No’ wonder then thatinfo manyre- 

 {peéts many graces are alike, (not equally) neceflaty As 

of going toa feaft there are many complements required for the 

better doing of it,as attire decerit; ‘comely carriage, love and cour- 

tefie, but appetie is theiprincipall : fo here. Queft, 4, Arethefe gra- 
ces thus called,as if for the Sacramefit,and thei ont of 
date? Tanfwer, No, they aretobeufedaccording totheirobje@, 
Chriff aid the promife: YefPerday, to day, and for ever: Bat in Heb.1 3,8, 
fpeciall then there Chriftis fealed to the fonle; 

onle is alway to feede upon him as promifed, both for daily par- 

don and ftrength : Hee that will have his Armout to the 

Training, or that wilP ‘into the field inthe day’ oF battle, 
muft have it lie by him all the yeare long’: The odds is, At thetithe 
of ufe, he’muft put irto fcouting,and buckle it on'ih | 

rhefe generalls premifed, come to the firtt of thefe Graces. viz. Thi 

Knowledge. Touching which I would handle thefe threa 

Firlt, why knowledge is to be ‘had ‘and tried’ for the 1Whyis 

Secondly, what knowkdg fot kind or meafurcis tb Third- 

ly, how fhould a man try Hitnfelfe, about ‘his knowled i 
which the ufe fhall be applied of alfthe thrée, For the fit, ~ Reafina, 


a 


Of Sacramental knowledge, Partie) 
ledge muft be had and revived at the Sacramént, We know we of. 
fer upto the Lord a facrifice of praife for the Lord Iefus, Is it a 
crifice, and fhall it have no eyes? Durft any Iew have broughta 


Pafcall Lambe to God, maimed, halt, evilfavoured, but efpecially : 
bliride ? Say but oneeye had beene out ? efpecially ifboth ? How 


Bxod.t1,5. 


dare wee then bring a fervice to God without the eye ofknow- 
Reafon2, ledge? Againe, if it bean Eucharift or a thank{giving, how hall. 
1 Cor. 10,18 we praife God for that we know not : If we know not Chrift,nor. 
his Sacrament, how {hall we thanke God, or remember his death? 
Reafon 3. Further, ifthe eye be blind and darknefle (which is the light of the 
Ma.6..3. Wholebody) how fearefull isthat darkeneffe ? What a Sacrament 
* | isthat, which requiring light in every part thereof, for the recei- 
Ming it well, yet hathino knowledge at all brought unto it, toen- 
lighten the myftery of it, and to difcover each corner clearely? Be- 
Reafon 4 if the ting out of the right eye of the body, was a 
Proachto all J/ree/, what then is the {pirituall putting out of both, 
to che communion of $airits Salomon tellsus that without knowe. 
Proy.19,2, ledge theheartis naught., Who dare goe tothe Sacrament witha 
haughty heart, when God calls there as much as in any duty, Wy 
Prov.: 3,26. /enne give me thy beart? If wee reade the 1 1,20, we fhall fee 
1 Cor.11.20. that when Pau/went about to reforme the abufes of Coriwth in 


their love feafts, he dothit by the, the Ordinance : 9.4, If 
yecan fund any fuch corription in firft inftitution, goe on: but, 
ifknowledgeconvince yee, leave off your corruption, Excellent is- 


a King. 29.22 that of Jefiab,2 King.23.21. Where he bid them keepe the Pafleo- 
according is written in thebooke ofthe Coe 
venane, Ifthe patterne of the Coyenant mutt be before their eye fo 
oft as they come toeate the Pafleover(aind no doubt the Priefts and 
Levits did then take occafion to reade over and revive the booke of 
the Law, and the inftitution efpecially how much. more ought 
_ the knowledgs of the will of God and of the Supper by name, be 
planted in all thatreceive it? And if that of the Apottle hold true 
Rom.tea:, fmallelt duties, how much more is this, Whatfoever 1 net of 
Faith finne? meaning of found knowledge, 
Ocherrea- And there isgood reafon of it alfo :. Firft, the Supper is Chriftin © 
fs. am {tery ; there are more mytteries in Chrift Sacramentall than 
Be. Verbal Not to pe of all thofe things which I have noted in 
9 Treatife, confider this : The conteines the 
onof Chrift Emanuel God made fiefh : The myftery of Sacramen< 
tallunion of Chrift withthe Elements : The myftery of Chrift Sa- 
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mental! united to a beleeving foule. The myftery of faith isap- — 
prehending to it felfe thofe benefits oftred in the Sa:ra- 
ment, whereof not one is feene to the eye, but onely ina promi(fe, 
~Nowtell me, doe all myfleries of naturall, civill trades, arts, re- 
quire fuch’skill ere we can be betrer for them; and can We looke to 
yeceive this myftery without knowledge ? 
Secondly, knowledge is the key of all other things needefull for The fecond. — 
preparation, How fhall a man examine himfelfe in generall, try his 
edtate by Law or Golpell, or fearch out his. wants; fave by know~ 
ledge of them? . Not to ‘infift in the graces that follow : whereof 
faith confifteth, partly of a {peciall convincement of the underftan- _ 
- ding : and defire.of the.Sacrament prefuppofeth a knowledge of 
fome thing amiable to the foule (ofunknowne ov jects there is no 
defire.) So I might fay of the reft ; knowledge therefore is ¢flenti- 
all to the Sacrament. When Paw/ prayes that the. Ephefians might 
encreafe in faith : he begins with the enlightning part of the foule: - 4 
Chap, 1. Ver.17.7 bat ye being enlightened (faith he) in your mindes, Eph,t.17,18° 
may acknowledge. bine and the hope of bis calling, cc. So that true’ 
knowledge is the roote of all true favour of the grace or graces of | 
God, Ifthou knewett the gift of God, thou woutdtt have Iohn 4,10. 
done {fo or fo; So, ifa man knew the Sacrament how would hee 
love it ? But not to know it includes a neceffitie of not beleeving, . | 
or well receiving it. 


Thirdly, the fearefull penalry threatned inthe word againftbad The third. 
receivers, is by name annexed to the notdifcerning ofthe Lords. = 
body. though I grant there is more in that than meereigno--1 Cor,11,296 
rance, yet that.isone mother root of not difcerningy For what is | 
that which caufeth Popifh_profane.ones;yea hypocrites to come to 
the Sacrament, as to common bread and wine in the fhop orcellar, . 
{ave that all colours are alike in the darke,and ignorance puts a'dif- | 
ference betweene naturall things and {pirituall If knowledge | 
then teach to difcerne the body of the Lord,. and to quitthe foule .. 
of all this threat and vengeance, bow needefullis ig? 
Fourthly, the Lord hath (no doubt) ordeined; and the Church "The feat... 
moft wife of this fecond Sacrament of growth; that by 
occafion of it. fhe might take notice of. the’ thriRofher children 
the doctrine of the foundation;.and by name of; Baptifine, and fo 
confequently of fiiely things as they. haue: beene taught in the.Mi- - 
miltry, Alas; The, Preacher, followes not(nor can)allfachtotheir 
ui¢ as have heard him catechize or preach; to demand 
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of his labours, (as were to be defired. ) If then there were not fome 
awe and bridle put upon men by the Church (which yet alas | fey 
make ufe of among our Minifters) how fhould the Minifter know 
the plight of his poore people from their baptifme to their grave > 
Though I grant, "at vifitation is need full : but what one of an 
hundred looke after it of themfelves till their deathbed ? Now the _ 

“Sacrament is fo holy an act of es gp few are fo bafely vile 

—asnot toconfefle thatthere ought tobe fome more than common 
ferutiny and’ fearch what knowledge they and theirs have gotten, 
__. Which confeffion prooves tote molt neceffary, 

Objeftion, Butasthe flothfullarecurious, fo the ignorantare cavillers, and 

1 firft they object, that devotion would doe better with the Sacra. 

ment,than knowledge, efpecially for meane folkes who have their _ 
trades to looke after, and being unbook-learned cannot compre- 
hend fach depths as thefe, Andtherefore it were better that they 
did adore them with devotion, ‘ than fearch into them, ! anfwer 
Anfwere, till, Curfed is all devotion with God, which is without know» _ 
ledge ; the heart of fuch is as fapleffe and barren of good, and as full 

_ of rottennefle,as the moft profane mans is,in Gods efteeme: Good © 
meanings, and devotions, if it lie in Gods way and be full of eyes, 
not blinde and ignorant, are moft pretiousthings : But without 
ae knowledge, felfe-deniall, and faith to enlighten t foule, devoti- 
-Judg. 16,21. Onisas Sawep/ons beftirring himfelfe when his eyes were put out : 
“he was fit for nothing fave torun the round and grind in the Mill, . 

So doe devout ones, they are ever in motion, aes the nearer, 
Devotion of this kinde is fieteft for Papifts, who areunder aftrange | 

language, anda worthip of mans braine, having no footing in the 

word its beft:for them that know not what facrifices they offer, 
Ecclels,1. but like fooles they know not that they doe evill: Its fit forthe 
- ‘Mafle, and for juch like trafth : But for the Sacrament its moft un- 
Objefion, favory. Andas for their cavill, they are unlearned,and havetrades 

2. to looke to I grant, and therefore wee require not ofall, the like 

Anfwer, meafure of knowledge: fothere bea teachable heart willing to 
_ learn. If thefe men could from their trades argueas {trongly againft 
. Alehoufes and drinking, it were well. Sure it is, ifthe tume which 
gry... they {pend there were {pent in getting knowledge, as meane as 
salad they-are, their trades would not keepe them fromit, But what 
‘bafeneNe will'not men ftoope to, yea, abafe themfelves to hell in 
their cavills, fo they may live ftillin their profaneneffe 1 I doe not 
allow-any who are weary of their trades under pretence of hea- 
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ring, or getting knowledge ; but I fay, trades needé-not hinder 
fem a ace attendance upon the meanes, if the heart be ood... 
And as for the mytticalnefle of the Sacrament, it isfotoduchas | 


plow not with Gods heifer, nor fubmit their carnal reafon tothe Iudg.16. 


‘revealing of the Spirit: Otherwife ( God te thanked ) there is 
ereater obfcurity at this day,in matters leffe effentiall,thanthe 


- weighty. Sothat were it not for the meere floath and profaneneffe 


of men, there neede be no fuch complaint of religious difficulty, . 


Bur the contempt of men, to whom Chrift is hidden, might juftly > Cor 4:30 


both deprive them of meanes, that fothey might complaine for — 
fomewhat. But toend, one would thinke, that thefe men fhould 
reafon contrarily and {ay, If Ibe fo feely, and the Sacrament fo 
darke, what an honour and pratfe were it for mee a fimple man - 
to have more skilland knowledge in it, than others above my 
ranke ? Surely in other matters of hardneffe men difpute fo : onely 
in thefe they are content to letall goe beyond them, yet God be 
thanked, There want not even amongtt the feelieft Chriftians,ma- 


$ 


ny whom God hath made wifer in his matters than their ancients 1 Cor,1,12. 


and betters in worldly wifedome : that by thefe, the cavillsofthe Pial.119,99. 


other might te confuted, 100, 


To conchide, others alledge, For ought they fee, they who have Odjedion. 


moft knowledge of religion, and can talke of it beft, are as bad in 3° 
their lives, as they who havenone:. Therefore they thinke, the 


matter refts in confcience, not in knowledge, I anfwer, It istrue, en/wer,. 


_ that they who know and obey not,do lay a great blacke in the way 
of the ignorant. But let them {peak, Is it their ignorance that makes — 
them better ? No farely, Well then, neither is knowledge in the. 
fault that the other is fo bad = No man fhuns money, becaufe the - 
_ richeft are {0 covetous; nor fine cloathes, becaufe underthem is 
__ hidden many a rotten body : So neither let men miflike knowledge 
for the finnes of them thathave it : No, its their hypocrifie, their _ 
profaneneffe which defiles their knowledge. Itis jul 
fuffer ungodly men todefile each other: and them that know to 
lay offences in the way of the ignorant, that both the offending and — 
offended might fall and perith, becanfe neither love the truth. True - 
it is,that knowledge is not fufficient:a man with it may perifh, but - 


to be fure,he ifh witho tit. ‘Ie: 


| fwers Fist, the more knowledge a man brings (if con{cience be 


there~jedge, 


The fecond followeth : What knowledge there isrequifit? Tan- 


what knove 
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theeafter ) the better ; tooexact knowledge cannot tehad, And’ 
here I will crave leave of my Reader, to digrefle aftep or two, 
mourne to confider that, which (according to that little experi- 
Adicrefion ence I have had in my Miniftery of late yeares ) I cannot but fay, 
and civeatco (Othat Iewere a lyer in this! ) oz, Thathundreds of poore peo- 
 wugrounded ple in.our-countrey there are ( of whom [am perfwaded, they are. 
the Lords and fhall be faved.) who yet by-all the colt and meanes 
which the Lord hath for twenty or thirty yeares beene ‘at with 
them, never came to fee firch {weet light, order and direction by 
the Catechifme, that they can give an account of their faith and 
foundknowledge therein, They reft, in here a {natch and there a 
catchata good point,in their good.aftections, tnnocent lives ‘and 
blainelefie carriages : But as for difcerning of things, perfons, do- 
Grines:that differ, holding.that which they have {pent many a 
weary ftep to come by, grounding therhfelves upon the word for 
their eftate and actions, and f{eeing how they have their warrants 
not from a Preacher\( whom.they loveand like ) but from the 

ftrength of truth which cannot lye; growing up in knowledge,that 
fo their hearts might waxe better, and themfelves more fetled in _ 
- Chriftianity.: Oh thefe things are as the found of many waters un- 
to them, farre above them. {hall | praife you in this(I {peake to you | 

of my owne flocke) No, I praife you not. Efpecially, where there 

is a manife(t defect of that which-might be: As for invincible 

weaknefle and wantof reach, I am fo far. e from difmoying fuch, 
gy Cor,12,23, that I doudt not to fay, the Lord will cloathe their uncomely parts 
ee with the more honour, and {upply fome want of judgement, with 

much integrity and uprightnefle of heart! Alas poore foules, if yee 

wanted this.too, what fhould become of ye | And becaufe I know 

not whether I fhall ever {peake to you any more, let my words 
finke into you! Enjoy your portion in truth and fingleneffe 

of heart, as a jewell exceeding’ all the skill and cunning of 
 -pocrites, Vex not -your felves too much for the want of that; 
whereby God doth fo humble you : for who knowes what yee 
_ would prove, if your knowledge did equall fome other graces and 
xhortation ‘affections in ye.! But to others this I adde, Seeke as much light to 
toothers. —-gtuide you in this deceitfull world, as poffibly yee can ! Let notall 
doctrines be.alike with ye. Prize all, but aboveall, thofe which 
yee yours felves and Chrift, and the well: ordering of 
your .converfations : be wife as Serpents as well as Doves in in- 
nocency ; letnot the cunning jugling of Sathan and diceplay of 
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men, &ph.4;14, fogull ye as to picke outhere oné truth, there ano= Ephe4,14; 

ther, while he hath left barren, fo that all is one with you 

ther ye live under. aniale, empty, fruitleffe miniftery, or a groun- 

ded and fruitfall : And the like caution I might give yee in other 

. refpeéts: Butl forbeare ; onely let that hope and opinion which 

God and his people have conceived of you, be upheld in you with 

honour, leaft the Lord doe crofle you both witha f{taggering life, 

and a doubtful death becaufe of your dalliance. | 
And fo I returne againe to the point and anfwer, that itis one yp. 

thing ro fpeake of that meafure of light which would doe beft, an- xy, .y quiéee | 
other of that which is fimply requifite. When I teach that know= burcompe- 
ledge is neceflary, I {peake not as if every one who falls fhort of cent know- 

exactand cleare and full knowledge, were tobe rejetted ; God ‘*dgerequi- 
forbid : for the gronnds may be foundly held by many who yet 

- faile in thefe, For example, if I fhould queftion with many a Chri- 
{tian, in what nature Chrift fubfifts, or how aperfonanda nature ~ 
differ, and how Chrifts humanity is nota perfon, but a nature : 

perhaps I fhould gravellthem, whereas yet they beleeve firmely 

_ the Lord Iefiis to be flefh, and truely God, and both made one 

-Chritt for the working out their falvation. The like may be faid of 

other points which to the skilfull are taken for pe »yet tothem 

arenot fo cleare. As, how Chrift fhould fatishe, and yet not tafte 

of hellifh torments; in what fpeciall office the act of fatisfying 

{tandeth To what part of the Catechifme each article of truth as 

the Sacrament belongs. So, I am perfWwaded, many a poore foule 

conceives not of each myftery in the Sacramentall union, although 

he beleeve Chrift to be there prefent in his Word and Spirit to a 

faithtul foule, Therfore of fuch knowledge this I fay, The more the 

better,but many who want it may yet be good receivers,I know I 

calt bread to dogges in thus faying, but weake ones muft not want 

their due : let none abufe that to flightnefle and eafe, which onely 

 aimesat reliefe uf the weaker, 
But the quettion is, what knowledge is needfull ? I anfwelyithe What this 

Sacrament om one linke of the whole chaine of godlinefle, fnuft competency 

neceflarily prefuppofe a comptetent knowledge both of it felfe, is. 

and alfo ofthofe dofrines which it depends upon, For example, 

the Supper is one of the Sacraments of the Gofpell. Neceflary eAnfwer, 

_ therefore it is, that aman at leaft know what the other Sacraa 
inent of Baptifme is, upon which it dependeth. Secondly,boththe a 

Sacraments are part of thofe divine meanes ordeined.by ar vse ng 
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Conclufon 
ofthe anfwver. Principles she Sacrament and the knowledge of it depends, viz. 


build up thefoulein the power and 


Needfulf 
Know what the new crea. 


therefore itisthat a Communicant 


meanes, what fanctification 1S; what lets it hath from. finne| 
Sathan, and world; what priviledges a beleever hath annexed by 


God to encourage him, and what thofe meanes are which God 
hath afforded the foule to fuftaine it from decaying in fpirituall 


condition, Thirdly, the new creature and fandtitication being im- 


ffible to be conceived of aright without the grace and gift of 
faith and the Spirit of the : neceflary it the foale to 
know what a promife is, what faving faithina promife is, what 
the Spirit of the Lord Iefis is, which isthe worker of this faith,’ 
Fourthly, the promife depending upon the Merit and Satisfa- 
&tion made to juftice, without which God fhould be a lyer in 


_ promifing to be reconciled to the foule ; moft neceflary it is 
(and that above all other things) that aman know who itis who 


hath fatisfied the juftice of God the angry: judge: what the 


Lord Iefus is both in his obedience and death; how’ by vertue- 
of both,-the Father having accepted a ranfome from his Sonne) 


oftereth molt freely and faithfully the fruit of it toa finfull 
wretch, Fiftly, this reconciliation prefuppofing an eftate of enmity 
and wrath, neceflary it is, that the foule know by what meane 
wrath is difcovered to belong by nature to every foule, And that is . 
the Law of God. Alfo by what meanes the Law brings the foule to 


ftand feaz’d before God as guilty ofthis wrath, and that fo, asit— 


mayteplunged into utter woe by it, inrefpect of any ability of 
it felft to wade out. Sixtly, becaufe wrath in Godand enimity 
inus, prefuppofing inus, fome caufe by which we contracted it, 
which is finne : needfull itis, that the foule know what it is, and 
how it caine upon us, by whofe finne,and what,viz. The Rebellion 
of Adam, and how thatbecomes fetled upon us, how unavoidable 
it is, and whata ftaine and guilt it hath brought upon all fiefh,none 
excepted. Laftly, lealt it fhould be thought that God made man 
thus corrupt, to damne him ; its neceffary to know man wasnot . 
made thus finfull and curfed at the firft ; but created in integritie of 
nature in all the parts, and in the Image of pureneffe and holineffe, 


_ even his who made him ; and fo fhould he and we have continued 


to this day, had not we wilfully forfaken and defaced it by revolt 


- By this draught of the truth of God, its apparent upon what 


4 
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immediatly upon the knowledge of the meanes of falvation, next ‘ 


‘upon the knowing of the ftate of regeneration + next upon the 
knowing of the worke of faith and a promife : next upon a fatif- 
faction, and the Lord Iefus the worker of it ! next upon the worke 
of the. Law convincing of the curfe : next upon the knowledge of 


(inne : next upon the knowledge of creation. I goe backward, that — 


the fimpleft may underftand the coherence : fo that by this cheine 


of dodtrine (the laft linkes whereof, that is, creation and the fall, _ 


are the firlt in order and fo downeward ) every one may fee that a 
imeete receiver, is not onely to know the nature and ufe of the Sup- 
per : but of finne, ofthe Law, of pardon, Chrift,and the new crea- 
ture; without which a Sacrament(feverally confidered ) is a meare 
fhred, an Idoll, air object of blind devotion, To apply what I have 


{aid both negatively and affirmatively: This I faid; | hat although in Application 
all thefe {even fome-what there is which every Receiver compre- of it. 


hends not fully, yet the fubftance of truth in generall isto be known 
by him, except he will come to he knowes not what, nor why. For 
example, Perhaps fome poore foule diftinguifhes not the meanes 


of falvation one from another, Publicke, Private, ordinary, extra 


ordinary, in the name and nature of each ones yet its neceflary 


that he know the Supper to be a meane of Gods ordeining, for his - 
owing in grace, Soagaine, perhaps every one cannot weer eens | 


betweene the habite of'a new creature,and the operations of 
neffe ifluing thence : yet its neceflary that hee know all Geds 
ple muft be holy. Say againe, All cannot tell how many kinds of 
faith there are : By what fteps faith is wrought: W hat is conteined 
ina promife : What Chrift hath in fpeciall obey’din, or fuftereds 
what the feverall workes of the Law are, how many kinds of finne 
there be, and by what meanes Adams is derived tous : yet necefla- 
‘Tie itis, that he be convinced of all thefe in their natures generally: 
and finde them wrought in himfelfe particularly, And furely if 
none may receive atall fave.he who is in the ftate of grace : needes 
it muft follow that the leffer muft be where the greater muft be: I 
meane, that knowledge there mutt be of all thefe, where faith mutt 
be, to give aman his {peciall portion in them, Howbeit, becaufe 
_ how wee are about the triall of knowledge, apart from the other : 
and doubtieffe many both Minifters and people teach & heare this 
point of knowl as a thing fufficient to enable a Receiver : 
though I abhorre their opinion (as fhall appeare in the fequele) yet 
‘faid, the of any fuch as 
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of aknowledge which is not competent to falvation, Sure iris, a 


‘knowledge incompetent for falvation,canrot be competent for the 


A denierid 


Supper, 
Some might here perhaps aske how they might be directed to 

know thefe points foundly, to wit of the Supper and Sacraments, 

and all doétrines which they depend upon, I an{wer, thar be-. 


longs not to this Chapter, but the Reader fhall tind them all hand- 


led in my Practicall Carechifime at large, and briefely toucht in the 
_ fecond Chapter of this fecond Treatife, And the doctrine of the Sa. 


craments, efpecially the Supper, is handled at large in the former 
Treatife, the three laft Chapters ; to which [fend the Reader with 
this caution ; That ] handle thefe things at large here and there;not 
to the end that my booke fhould never come into their hands, {aye 
when they come to the Sacrament, ( for to what purpofe were 
that?) but that they duly exercife themfelves in reading of the 
whole : That noting thofe efpeciall things which they molt ncede 


. inthe matter of knowledge and triall, they may be able to turne to 


Viet. 
Exhortation, 


tavion. 


them and make ufe of them familiarly, when they come to the 
Supper, 

‘fhould now come to the third Branch ; how a man may try 
him felfe about this knowledge : But I confider that this will bet- 
ter came in, in the we of exhortation ; 1 willreferre ittheretore to 
that place, and being the breefer in other Vfes, infift fomewhat 
nore fully in that, 

Firft then let this doGtrine teach us ro abhorre the woefull fuper- 
{tition of Popith Sacraments, and the wofull ignorance of Popith 
Receivers ; whonot onely in practife, but even in doctrine maine’ 
taine ignorance to be the mother of devotion, and fo hatch in their 
bofomes all ignorant ones, as principall members of their curfed _ 
Synagogue : andto fay truth, their facritice of the Mafle being it’ 
felfe a mafie of confufion, having no colour of bottome out of the 
word, who but the blinde are mecte far it? Who but the deceived: _ 
as willing to be led by blind guides, as they are to leadethem, — 
would endure a Sacrament in an unknowne language? Tuftly there- 
fore both fall into the ditch of perdition, What one ofa whole af- 
fembly knowes tor what Saale he is met ? Or what doth he expref- 
ly beleeve about the Sacrament, either touching the ordainer, the 
matter, the forme,the end ? And put cafe feral knew that which 


Popith dogtrine tels them conterning a Sacrament, yet how much 
better were jt for them tobe ignorant of it, than to know it i 
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that both their knowledge, and their ignorance are accurfed.1 cans 
not thinke of a Popifh Aifembly, but that defcription of the Poet,of 
the houfe of the Cycd-pr comes to my minde, wherein all darkneffe 
and confufion dwelleth,fo that no man can rell what another faith, 
And how canthey chufe,when no man in f{peciall knowes what he 
beleeves, but wraps up his blind faith in the faith ofthe Church, 
and yet hath no gueffe what his Church beleeveth ? And yet more 
wotull it is to thinke that many of us who have lived in the light 
of the Church of God doe haften to nothing more than to fuch Po- 
pifh fcurfeand filth ; being weary of the c azeling of Sunfhine, 
Secondly, let this be terror to all blind and ignorant receiversof V/ 2, 
the Sacrament, which (God knowes) {warme through the Con- Terror, 
gregations of this our Kingdome, Not to f{peake of the thoufands 
He live under no meanes of light, who are rather to be pittied,that _ na 
_ they difcerne not the right hand from the left (whom Godin due ons 4. uk, 
_ time prevent with light,ere the befome of his wrath fweepe away 
them and the caufers of their mifery : ) what fhall Ifayeven ofthe 
— taile and fcurfte of thofe places, which have long lived under cleere 
knowledge of the Word and Sacraments, and yetthrough an in- 
_corrigible difeafe of ignorance, are yet as farre to feeke ofknow- . 
ledge, as if they had lived among the wild Irifh ? Sucha wretched 
-fagge end of people there is in the beft places, whom no Sunne will | 
tanne, no heate will warme ; Neither good meanes amend, nor 
bad payre ; but as the Windmill fayles ever moving, but never ftir- 
ring out of their place: foarethey, ever learning, but never com- 
- ming to knowledge. As for the doctrine of the Supper, itis as eafie 
_ to catch an Hare with a Tabour as to make them conceive what _ 
manner a thing it is: as ifthe Lord had branded them with his 
blacke-marke, Jf rhe Go/pell be yet hid, it 1s bid to none but [uch as are 
loft : Whole eyestthe god of this world hath blinded that they fhonld ne. 
ver fee the light and be faved, And yet (which is worfe)who fo bold, 
fo merry, fo quiet and fo conceited that all is well with them? Give 
_ them the red broth with &/aw,their belly ful,their lufts & pleafures, 
and sike the Sacrament who will, If they once a yeare at Ealter do 
receive with others, they thinke the holinefie of the time and’the 
crowde of Receivers fhall fhroud them: but as for any fence of 
What they doe, what they want, what judgement they ruth upon 
for their curfed profaning aud trampling the bloud of Chriftunder 
feete, and not difcerning the body, its the furtheft-end of Adme- 
their thought 1! To whom (if they could heare ) [ wonld fay 1 Hole, 


R 3 


‘ 


242 Of Sacramental knowledce, Parts. 
Gods fearelooke to your felves 1 This fmooth ftreame of yours 
will carrie yeto hell laughing, and ye are never like to know your 

finne of ignorance till it hath brought yee into utterdarkenefle and 


{ands of {uch as know the doétrine of the for lacke | 
of faith and love, fhall perifh | What fhall become of you that ob- 
ftinarcly and wilfully refufe fo much as to know ! Your fweete 

idiots life here fhall turne to the moft bitter fence of wrath in hell, 

_and there ye fhall fill your felves withthatye have loved, evenlie 
in darkeneffe for eversand yet your darkeneffe fhall be rather want 
of comfort, than of confcience ; for the light of that fhall fo gnaw 


ee for your contempt of that ye fhall neede no other 
hell, than that within your owne bofomes, Prevent it betimes 
therefore, 4 


Thirdly, thisis admonition to all ignorant ones, to lay to heart 
and prevent the caufe and fteps to it, and the lets of true and faving 

: To the Mi- Knowledge, Firlt, let it warne all Minifters, Parents, Governors 
nifters. and Gardians of others, to confider the terror of the Lord, and the 
finne oF not difcerning of the Lords body : That they tremble tote 
Acceflaries to the damnation of their fonles. Say not, They are old 
— ¢nongh, let them anfwer for themfelves : for it you informe them 
Ezck.:.18, -N0t,ifye who are fet over thé know their ignorance, {ee them run- 

1 King. 20,42 hing into the gulfe and {top them not, your lives fhall go for theirs, 
their bloud fhall be required at your hands, Let not floth,eafe,love 
of your owne pleafires, and aro the time in riot and profane- 
~ neffe, or elfe in a vanifhing courfe of worldly bufineffe and carnall | 
liberties, foreftall your hearts and cut off occafions of teaching them 
truth of God. Catechife, preach, convinee, and informe them 
of all truths, and by name of the Sacrament; doe not turne the 
wifedome of the Church, toa {nare, If they reject your counfell, 
loe yee have faved your foules; they fhall perith in their finne : be- 
res fe the foules were pretious to you, and neglected by them- 
Branch... And fecondly, let all forts beware of the whirlepoole of deftru- 
Tothe peo- Ction. Take heede of thofe Iufts which drowne ye in wilfull blind- — 
ple: : love of your money, your drinke, your filthy uncleannefle, 
_ Admoniticn . your pride and felfelove : Thefe will bewitch ye, and in your bo- 
1, fome will cavill againitthe light and meanes of grace, Herodias did 


\ 


enafhing of teeth ! Ifany fence or fparke of Godremaine,andif 
ye be not wholly forlorne and hopelefle, confider this, thatifthou- 


; 
2 
/ 


have youwthinke its an harmeleffe thirig,'a tame beaft, andthe mo- 


| 
‘fhould be gaftred: They know the abfence of meanes:isthé oyle Marke 6,25. 
to their fame: when there is none to controll or [ohn 3,306 


are alive and jolly: But the word comming in, their | \ 
is marred, they cannot be quiet and merry, Beware of floth 
andeafe, lothneffe to ftirre, alledging the way is long, the weather 
bafinefle lying upon hand, when in truth heart isgone, and 
will is not at home. Beware of ftumbling at the wantsor finnes of = « 
-fuch as have knowledge: Nourifh no prejudice againittheOr- =, 
ninances and Miniftry : That ic was a merry worlderethcy camet 
They cannot endure men fhouldufe any liberties: They are worte 
themfelves in fecret,than thefe they preach againft, They {fall not 
tie us to their girdles,&c, I fay abhor alt {ach errours ofthe wicked 
foment this ignorance, Caft off all prejudice ofknowledge, $- 
the tedioufhefle and difficulty, the needlefnefle of it, the precife- 
neffe of ir, the difrepute of the world, Breake through thefe ar- 
mies tothe well of Bethéem, Folter no fecret love of the {weet- 
nefle ofignorance: it kills asthe Viper: Thinke not, that becaufe 
_ this finne deprives you of fence(for the time )of your ap hero 
fore yee fhall avoidit, No: the ignorance of the glaffe of mercury - 
water (among other glafles of rofe water) and the drinking of it 
by errour, will poyfon you and fret'out: your bowels, as well as if 
wilfully taken, In a word, as ye love your foules, fo hate the fteps 
leadingto thishellof ignorance. And whereas the Divell would — 


4. 
ther of ood meaning : know its an hideous mungrell : a monfter 
of many heads, Cry out againft it as Cre/centiw, that Cardinall did 
of the blacke dogge, which came into his chamber, Beate out the 
blacke “ogee, beate him out, This ignorance is the true blacke 
dogge, and the Divell himfelfe. Know that its as the furfeit and 
drunkenneffe of the foule ; for, as that furfeit, fometime makes 
men wad, fometime merry, fometime fullen, fometiines fearefull, lie a 
fometimes bold and ventrous, fometimes quiet, but ever fooles, fo 2) a 
does this: fometimes it breakes out into fortifh ftupor ofheart, 
fometimes into madneffe and villany, fometimes into defperate 

_ prefumption and fcorne of all meanes, fometimes into flineffe and 
_ tubtiley, fometime enmity and malice, fometime fuperftition and 
Popery, but alway to mifchiefe and mifery, Andina word, it 
___- makes every Idiot uncapable of the Sacrament, eatirig and drinke- 
_  Meepesnor, becaufe thou fleepelt ; awaken thee one day 


Wofall fruits 
ofignorance. 


4 


Trials, 
T 


44 Of Sacramental: khowledge,” Paxtia’y 


_Lafily, this is exhortation to all Gods people that they bring 


knowledge with them to the Sacrament, and try themfelves about 
the competency and favingneffe of it. If thofe whom it concernes, 
forget their duty tous, yet that fhall not excufe us ; let every one 
examine himfelfe about his awne knowledge. It will be asked how 


~ this triall fhall be made? I anfwer. By thefe rules following, or the 


like, Firft, If our hearts tell us that we have fo prized knowledge _ 
of Gods willand the Sacrament in {peciall, that we have fought it. 

as pearles: have attended upon the ordinances in feafon and out : 
have chofen rather to be at coft with God, than to forgo the know. 
ledge of his truths. No heate in Summer,cold,raine,windes, {now 


in Winter have hindred us : but as he that foweth or reapeth, takes 


his feafon, fo have we ; ordering wifely, yea under valuing other 
affaires, commodities, liberties, to make a purchafe of truth, buy- 
ing it whatfoever it coft us, not felling it whatfoever we may have 


- for it, Wives, Farmes,Oxen:but returning to them with our fecond 


Pial.14 
Efay 3.958. 
Mat.13,43. 


6, 


| The 4, 


affections, when God hath had our chiefe courage and ftrength = 
this isa good figne. | of 
Secondly, if we goe not to worke by halfes, that-is, to catch up 


‘knowledge in what kindes wee pleafe, {cumming off the fatand 


{weete of the eaficlt duties, or that which will ftand with our own 
wils or knowledge of fome Promifes or priviledges. Butas for 
knowledge of our felves, our natures, our finnes, we are backward 
tothem: If werejoyce thar there is a word that croffethus in our 
belovedtt finnes, that finites us under the fift ribbe molt mortally,. 
coumpting it as balme: efteeming the words of the Minifter in that 
kinde as {weeteas any : refuzing no information from God which 
concernesus, not kicking at it, bur faying, The word of the Lord 
ls good; its a good figne, opty | 


 Thirdly,ifas we have fitren at the feet of Chritt attentively while 
—weeheard, fo afterwards wee ponder the things we have heard: 
digelting them, and chewing the cud of them; till they become: 


nourifhment unto us, and till that which is truth in theunderftan-. 


ding, becomes love in the foule, caufing the word to.dwell plenti-. 
fully inus, fwaying us ( as the Scepter of Chrift) to all obedience in 


our courfe, living by faith, bearing our croffes and thelike : itsa — 
Fourthly, if we come and goe, to and:from.the meanes. ofknow-. 
ledge with appetite, favor, delight, and hunger, That is, ifwee 
come witha view of our Speciall errors and ignorances to be freed 


4 


| 
} 
| 
4 
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| The 2. 
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7 
| 
| 
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fom them : and if when wehave fucked out the fappe of one ordi~ 
mance, we are unwearied and goe to another, if by any meanes we 


may attaine to true knowledge: and that we take as well other oc~ 
| pe to enquire, advife, pray, meditate, conferre, and reade the 


Scriptures, as at the Sacrament, and ufe extraordinary helps afwell 


as ordinary, by others afwell as our felves, yea the meanefl ; nor 


difdaining to ke difcipleseven tothe Ant, the Horfe, the dumbe, 


creatures, fo we might learne, its ager figne. | The 5; 


_ Fifthly, ifthe knowledge we get, be tweete and harmonious, ac- 


cording to the analogie of faith, Thatis, cleere, evident, convin~ 
cing, orderly, and agreeing with orher parts of the word, unto 


which (as the linkes of achaine ) ig d¢longsby cokerence, thae 


by knowing fome.one threat; command or promife; we conceive. 
be nor till in darkenetfe, and doubefulnefle, about the 


of more, and b 
truths of God, its a good figne. 


Sixtly, if as our knowledge encreafeth, fo our humility dothalfo 


grow withall, Ifitawe us, tame us,mortifie us,and teach us to de- 
nie our felves, as it did good Judas,who faid, Lord whatis the caufe 
why thou fhouldft reveale thy felfe.to ts'and not to the world, it is 


a good figne. Commonly men either are blockesunder the meaneés, 
or if they thrive in knowledge, the Divill puffes them upinthe 


— companies where they become, fo that they muft rule the roft, and 
be praifed, or elfe all is marred, But true knowledge ferves efpeci- 
ally to fhew us our ignorance, and foto abafe us mere than whén. 
_ we were empty : ignorance is ever moft bold, 
Seventhly, if 

thers as well as to teach our felves.. four lippes beasa fountaine of 


our knowledge be a welfpring to runne OUttO O- The % 1.4 | 


life, and never ftands as a lake, putrifying and ftinking; buralway is Prov. } 
dropping, as thofe Olive branches, Zach, 4 were into candel: 
ftickes to maintaine their burning : So, if wee. be alway dropping Deur,3s25; 


as Cew, and raine upon others that are dry and barren, wives, chil- 


others itsa good figne, 


ly,if we revive tho nowledge , of the Sacrament in our.own, The % 


fpirits, and Jinne not, till that we know of it, fet our teeth on edge 
to the Sacrament, and whet an appetite in us unto it, itis.a good. 


figne, that we reft not in th¢ lazie habjte of that we know,,but fet 


re rede nor in che twek 
Wworketotheend itfervech, These and fuch like Trials, may 


ferve for this 


which; if fandtifie to our felves, by 
‘hey tand us in fome fteed, forthe trill of onr know= 


4) 


Vie 


Gomfort? 


2 Caveats. 


. 


Croundsof 
this point na- Sacratneht imports, Ithink€ it mecte, by fome fteps to ground this 
med, three things 4 
4. That the Lord offers the good things which hee beltowes upi® 


To conelude,becanfe I doubtnot but the weake and tender Chriz 
ftian will be sro to fnare himfelfe with thefe rules,: and rather 


hold off himfelfe 
ment. Therefore thefe two thingslet me adde, 1. Be not difmayed 


in thy felfe by thy {mall meafrre of knowledge, {6 long atthere is 
— foundneffe of minde in thee, which may be afwell in a little as 


much, The Lord wil require of thee according to that thou haft,and 


no more. Be faithfull in a hiteleyand thou fhaltberulerovermuch, 


Excellent ‘is that of out Saviour, obs 7.4 7.1f any man doe the will 


of the Father, he hall know of the do@rine; more and more: and _ 


Ifa man keepe my word,! will comeuntohitn, and acquaint with 
him. Looke to thy obeying heart,and that hath a promife of know- 
ing, yea and that experimentally, which is better than all rules or 


them, than encourage himfélfe to the Sacras 


conjectures, Againe, if thy knowledge be found, 
yet let this be no let of receiving the Supper : for that ferves forthe _ 


weake, both in knowledge and in all other gifts. Chrift Fefus is gi- 


of the Father, to be unto thee wifedome afwell as righteoufs 


nefle : come to his Fealt, and itis a good time to aske it ; for hint 


hath the Father fealed in the Sacrament tobe thy Prophet, andhee . 


will give thee of his fulnefle, evcn knowledge for knowledge, yea, 
richly, and without upbraidin 
knowledge, thus much. 


CHapP. ¥, 


Of Sacramental faith, and the trial of it. 
epee Take ir for granted, that the wife Reader will remem, 
9% ber that which was before faid, rhat faith is not required 


as all other graces are, that is, onely for the better recei- 
ving of the Sacrament. But that it is above all other the 


moft efentiall grace, and the immediate inftrument of receiving 
which the Sacrament exhibites : By how machthe mor¢di- 
ligence ought to be ufedby a Chriflian Communicant, that this 


grace be tried to be foundly in him, and revived in the Sa- 
eranteitr, This catition being premifed, I come.to the matter it felfe, 
<Forche berrer conceiving whereof, what this faith in the 


point th the Readers minde, andto lay 


— 


g. And for this grace of Sacramentall © 


ia 
| 
| 
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CHaP.5. the triall thereof. 
faithfull ones,onely by and in the way ofa promife,which faith 
upon in {peciall, takes the name from that promite 
as Sacramentall faith is fo'called from a promife of aSacrament. 
Secondly, that each particular promifedependsupona formermaine 
promife ; that is, the promifes of Sanctification, upon the promife 
of Iuftification, and the promifes of more grace and growth upon 
the firft promife of reconciliation, and fpirituall or lively being in 
race: fo that he who would trie the latter,viz.a promile to grow 
a Sacrament, mutt firft trie his inrereft and part in the maine pro 
mife, Thirdly,that who fo hath by found evidence proved his right 
~ tothe firft ; may and ought with the more eafe proove hisrightto — 
the latter, faith in the latrer depending upon experience. of the | 
Touching the firft of thefe three, viz. That God offersand con> Thet.ground | 
veighes all his goodneffe by a promife alone externally) conceive 
‘it by thefe few fteps, Firft, at being God our Father allfafficient 5°? 
with whom the foule isto trade for his graces(as Saint James faith, 
Every good giftand giving commeth fromthe Father, who of bis 
good will begat ws) wee muft know, God is infinite, incomprehene a ee 
fible. Needs then muft itbe that this infinite good c@nveigh hime Le 
felfe to a finite fubjeét by fuch a meane and way, ast poore 3 | | 
weake carnall creature can reachit. For elfe what proportion is / 
there betweene one and the other ? How fhall flefh comprehenda 
Spirit? No more thana little childs fhort armecan reach a thing 
farre beyond it. Therefore the Lord conveyes himfelfe to the poore 
— foule, by an ordinance : which is fuch a thing as confifts of a fj piri- ee 
tuall, and yet an external or fenfible nature. An ordinance is the 
by which God communicateth himfelfe and hisgoodnefle; 
witha power of his Spirit to carry them to the foule : as by prea- 
ching of the Word to the eare, through the found ofa mortall 


voycee By prayer, confifting outwardly of fentences and order : 


By the Sacrament alfo, {tanding of outward weake Elements: The 


ery d carries to the foule by thefe, moft inward and fpirituall © , 

ings | 
‘Secondly, ee an Ordinance have Gods good things contei= Step. a i 

ned init: yer till there is a great gulfe fet betweenc us, our {pirit | 


and minde, and betweene thegood of thefe Ordinances ; for wee 
are blinde, and they are myfticall and heavenly, Wee may fit and 


|. acrimentall frith, Partial 

— beheld offas it were at ftayves end from the good and life ofan Or- 
dinance. There mutt be a (econd meane to bring us and them toge- | 
the r. This mean mutt be theflefh of the Lord Jefis in an ordinance, _ 
All Gods good things being firtt given to Chrift our Head & Medij- 
-atour, that fo by his. flefh they might be conveied to us familiarly: 
~ needs it mutt be, that except Chrilt be in an Ordinance, as our Pro- 
et, Prieft, and King, that fo by him they might be united to us, 
rft , fenfibly, after yl it can notbe that any Ordinance can 
doe us good; we (hall {till be ftrangcrs to it, though our bodies and 
fences be never fo neere it. For example, Prayer is an Ordinance, 
x i God imparts himfelfe deepely to the foule: yet except 
he foule caft anchor upward by faithupon the fle th of our Advo- 
cate,giving ttrength and life to it; Prayer is but a morall devotion, 


& ameere fhaddow in refped& of uniting thofe re things to the 
‘foule. Likewife the Word of God preached, if it want the flefh - 
| of Chrift our Prophet and Head : it willcarry nothing, fave by a 
g bare found into our cares: The words he fpeakes are life and {pi- 
ohn 6,63, Tit, and mult be carried by the fpirit of our flefh into us, or elfe not 
~~" atall, And note this. The more of Chrifts flefh an Ordinance con- 
taines, the rffore ic imparts Gods good ‘things tothe foule, And 
forthe Sacrament of the Supper, confifting of the very materials of 
Chrift, fleth and bloud, mult needs be very powerfull meanes of 
Swe the foule : and mut’ needes carrie the good things of © 
hrift, both in point of fatisfation and of fanification, pardon, 
and holinffe; into the foule in a more peculiar manner, as being the 
Step. 3: - Thirdly, as Chrift in an ordinance isthe way of Gods conveying 
 himfelfe: So Chrift is conveied in an ordinance by a promife,or elfe 
not at all, Take away Chrilt, and an ordinance is nothing : ande- 
ven fo, take away a promife, and Chrift, in an ordinance is of no 
effe ttothee: The ordinance is excellent becaufe Chrilt is there 
Howpbeit thou art never the better for it, becaufe thou wantlt.a 
promife, by whichChritt conveies it to thee.So many ordinancesas 
ee God grantsthee, fo many promifes he mikes to thee of blefing : 

* —. one ordinance isnot the better for the promife of another : Prayer 
cannot looke at the promife of hearing ; nor hearing of a Sacra- 
ment,hecaufe each of thefe are feverail meanes of conveying Gods 

good things unto thee. But each o-dinance mult have a {peciall 


promife: Chrift inircomes in andbythe wayand channellof a 


promife, The caufe is plaine, becaufe no ordinances can be favo- — 


1) 
; 
| | 
| | 
| 
é 
} 
| 
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rie, except mixed with fa ith,and faiththeve cannorbe, where, there. 


is no promile for itto worke upgn. 


he conclufion then of this firlt , fis thiss- Ff God will give Concluf.of 4. 


the fan Ordinance, ground. 

of Chrift in an Ordinance, and ofa promife, A promfe is the um-, 
mediate way by which Chrift in an Ordinance is made ours, As the. 
promite is, fo faith beares her name: faith ina promife of the Sa-. 
-crairent, is Sacramental faith ; and he that would try whether he 

ects by the Sacrament, muft trie his Sacramentall faith.This for the 

Ere I progeede, let this point teach us to mourne for the common. Vf of chis 
fort of Chriftians,and Receivers of the Sacramentjof whom I may ground, 
fay, as thofe in the {aid to of the Spirit: They mever heard AG. 2 
there were a Spirit or no,So,thefe worfhippersof God, and 
hangers upon Chrift and his Ordinances, yet canot tellus, whether 
_ there be any promife or no, any faith in a promife or no, They keep 
their Church,and come to the Ordinances, pray, & receive, but the. 
way of faith in the promife they havenot known. To whom I fay, 


his graces ‘to the foule, itmuft be 


fave for fafhion fake : W hat diftersia Popifh.corrupted ordinance 
from a pure ordinance of God(I fay, in re{peét of good to thee yea 
what difters thy abfence from thy prefence, in aie regard ? Oh 
tremble at this, all ye that profefle God, and yet know nota pro- 
— mile, nay, I fay | Profefle to beleeve and yet know nota promife, 
Was it ever heard that faith could fubfift without a promife ?Oh 
therefore I fay to all fuch, judge what cafe ye are in: ye are with- 
out God in the world, and are ftill barren of all his good things, ei- 
_ ther of Reconciliation, or of Regeneration : your Baptifme, hea- 
ring and receiving are emptie, and never doe you good : For you 
never got any thing by a Promife : A Promife never wrought upon 
youany life of God, or growth in that life : yee never faw neede 
ot Gods good things, never emptied your {elves by felfe-deniall : 
If ye had, thefe would have prefently bronght ye to a promife to 
be fuftained by, as the W oman of Samaria drew her neighbours to 
Chri. L conglude therefore, the faith which fuch pretend is an I- 
doll faith hanging upon the bare ftory of a God, a Creator, a 
Chrift, a Redgemer, not im God ; and ficha faith is a meere hang- 
by and formall notion of a thing a far off : its a faith of the Charch, 
a faith of contemplation, a faith not of adherence toa promife, bur 
of meere hearefay of things, which thou never, either felteft any 
_Reede of, or foughteft any part in, And therefore whofoever thou 


art 


‘ 
+ 
? 


Of ‘Saevamentall faith; Partials 
art whofé faith is no other, know that thou liveft a molt wofull 
 hife, without any of Gods gracious influence, and when thou dieft- 
(except thou be changed) chou fhalt die without comfort or hope, 
re, to this thy hearefay of God & his good thinges,adde faith 
in a promife, and thou fhalt enjoy Godin an Ordinance, and by 
name in the Sacrament favingly, really, and comfortably. Oh! ler 

_ all thy wearifome and mifpent former time, fting thee for thy un- 
profitableneffe, and now in time looke about thee. Heke a 
I come to the fecond ground, Every particular promi(e of good 
things from God, is planted in a generall and maine promife. So 


fecond 


\ | oS BF that he who would trie him felfe whether this or thatggzood thing 


| _ be his or'no ( as the gift of patience, rightufe of the crofle, grow- 
y ing by the Sacrament, &c.) muft firft trie whether he be in the Co- 
venant or no, Which ts'the well-head of the reft. For this one Co- 
- venant, to be our God reconciled, includes, yea, gives a being to 


ciency. True it is, each poore foule fees not this. The reafon is, bes 

caufe they judge of the chiefe promife, according to the limit of — 

their prefent feeling ; that is, becaufe in the agony of their loden 

fpirits, they feele moft neede of Chrift to eafe their confcience of 

guilt, and to fettle peace, therefore they fee it not to reach further 

than their prefent neede. Whereas Chrift being fuch a gift as either | 
1Cor.1,13, is wholly denied, or wholly given, cannot be divided; but is by the 
er et fhe knew it, and were not too narrow to containe it) re- 
ceived as he is given, allatonce. Onely the foule retailes him in 
‘particular, as fhe meetes with her needes ofhim ; and then by re- 


{maller boates tied to the great fhips, follow their motion, fo is it 
here, At leafure the foule comes to fee her penny worths, which at 
the firft appeared not : evenasa purchafe of worth, doth not all at 
once appeare to the buyers fence, burat leafure, as the commodities 
ofit come to hand. Now when the foule comes tobehold them, 
then the fees all couched in a generall gift of Chrift made to be her 


the God of order.He firft fers the foule ont of the danger of Adams 
forfeiture of grace, becanfe the foule is not elfe capable of any good 
thing. Now im taking away this guilt hee affames the foule againe_ 
into union and fellowship with him in all the good things which: 
fhe enjoyed before. When the gulfe is taken away which fepara- 
ted the foule, then the way lieth open to the foule to recover all her _ 
privie 


all other promifes that God in this of inthat, will be our All-fuffie 


courfing to the maine promife,finds her right to all the reft, Asthe 


peace and pardon. Secondly, the reafon of this is, becanfe Godis 


4 
| 
/ 


| 


and the triall theref. 


privile 


tie of providence For having once granted a being torhe creature 
of {pirituall life, he doth therein binde himfelfe to aft g of 


> 


that life ; elfe hee fhould plucke downe that which he th bu 


es in time paft, Thirdly, this is true in nefpect of congrui. 


and undoe his owne worke, As David faith, Lord, fave 


me, 1 meane not that beleeving one promise fhould fave usalas 
bour in beleeving the reft: But become:a good pertors 
ming the reft, As all the pr \ifes. of God in Chrift, ate. peaydnd 


2 Cor.1,203 


Amen: fo, all {peciall ones are yea and Amen:in the general, Hee Rom. 8,3 


that hath civen bis Sonne, how foal be not with him give all things? 
The ufe of which briefely is, to inftruct andiconvincéusof that 


Vie of the 


horrible treafon to Gods Alfuficient promife, which every one ds cond ground, 


-guilty-of, who will not cleave to'God in his bri and smainé pros 
mife of mercy and redemption, Alas} what man is there who oft 


defires not to finde God good to him in the Sacrament, there to fill _ 


him with good things, feale up his pardon, parge our his.corruptie 
on, and@che like. Bar becante hee feekes not to know Ged in his 


Covenant, how fhould his Seale doe him good? W hat is'a Seale, 
fave arelation toa former. bargaine ? If thou never ftraked hand — 


~ with God for his Chrift thy righreoufnefle, how cameft thou in for 
his wifedome, fanctification, and redemption? They belong not 
unto thee : either thou muft have alk Chrift co fet thee out of 
_or thou haft never a whit of his benefits, And toapply chista the 
prefent point, how fhonldit thou come to God by f{peciall faith in 
the Sacrament, when thou wanteft him in the chiefe faith of the 
firft promife ? Oh | thou cutteft off thy felfe, thou kriowelt not 
from what liberties, and-mercies, when as thou art: carelefi¢ to.be 
_ made {ure of the maine, Thou fhouldft difpute thus : Thetime will 
come, when I fhall crouch to God for {trength to beare the Crofle; 
to be afflicted in all my affli@ions, to die willingly, &c. Butthen 
_ why doe not I the whilft make fure. in the maine with the Lord, 
that hee nae finith hisowne worke and fave me, becaufe I am 
his ? Doubtleffe if I dally with this, or goe upon falfe grounds, de« 
ceiving my felfe, the Lord will be guiltleffe in not regarding mee, 
becaufe the time was when he cried outto my foule,Beleeve,robbe 
me not of my glory, diftruft me not in my ofter : But becaufe thou 
wert deafe tomy cry, foits juftthat I ftoppe mine eares arthine ; 
Boe therefore and feeke releefé of thy idols of eafe,felfe-love,and 
the world which thou preferredft before me. It is with thee as it 
Was with Lfrael, /wdg.1.21 Lord had given them one profs 


Proy.3, 243 


Tudg. 52%) 


il 


Of Sacramentall faith, > 


for all, to drive out the Cananites;now becaufe they beleeved not 
the maine, therefore here one Cananiti(h city, there another pre. 


‘yailed,:.and became and prickes to them, And fo, hence‘ir 
1 


is, that neither promife of Sacrament or of other Ordinances dog 
prevaile to. purge out their lufts, but they remaine as thornes unto 
them, becaufe they never tooke paines to joyne iflue with God 


inchetruthof his Covenant to:pardonthem, and make them his 


_ beloved, Thus muclifor the fecand:ground, teaching , thar the tri. 
aliiofones {peciall faith, reltsin the triallofthe maine, 


The ‘third ground ifiues fromthis fecond, viz. That the triall of 
our firit beleeving, may, and muft make the other eafie and famil1- 
ar. Its our great finne if it be otherwife,For why? The Lord gives - 
us affurance of the one in the other ; yea, teaches us to argue trom 


one toanother without wavering, {0 farre as our weakeneffe will. 


permit, Excellent is that of Paul, Rom.;,10. If when we were 


waies, we were reconciled by bis death, how much more being friends, 


foall we be faved by bis léfe? Marke his manner of {peech, How much 


gore? If God made that eafie to us, which feem’d impoffible, how 
much more eafie is that which is under a dire& promife ? If God» 


had cait us quite off being enemies, we had the mends in our owne 


hands, and could notcomplaine : But having his Word to make 


good our owne defires, we have the Lord tied tous, and at a kind 


' ofadvantage, (be it fpoken with reverence) fo that we ‘cannot be 


third ground. 


Efay 7 »I "te 
Verfe 13, 


Hof.6,4. 


defeated, Great is the oddes betweene being anenemy formerly, 
and being now reconciled, Hee that will releafe a ftranger from 
prifon, and pay an hundred pound for him ; will (in reafon) lenda 
friendtwenty fhillings. Suchanargumentisthishere, 
The ufe of the point is, firft to condemne the practife of all fuch, 


as having found the Lord above their expectation in the promife of © 


reconciliation, yet dare not tru{t him for fome fhreds (in compa-_ 
rifon) of bleffings of leflernature, asto overcome their paffions, 
revenge, worldlinefle,&c.Oh! Thou art like Abazand his fubjects, 
who would not tempt God in asking a figne, when as yet they be- 
leeved not without it. The Prophet tels them : /s st not exosgh that 
ye weary men, but ye muft weary my God alfo ? Thou tireft the Lord, 
when he feeth that none of his wayes will prevaile again{t thy in- 
fidelity, But ftill thou art ever out and in with him (as /o46s {word — 
that could not holdin his {cabbard) and puts him to cry out, 06! 
Ephraim, ob, ludah, What foal I doe, or bow foall I éntreate thee? Is 


the worke of faith as farre of now as when thou firlt aa" ‘ 


Ground 3. 
from. 5,10, | 
| 
Be 
Convidtion, 
/ 
/ 


 Oh1 weake (ifnot froward wretch) how longi I fuffer thee ? 
Asthey in the wildernefle, whom nomuracies, no providence — 
could perfwade, but were as farre to fecke at the end of fortie 
yearesas the firt day. Oh! the Lord loves when his Schollers are 
apt to learne, (efpecially this leffon of faith by many warnings 
aad when our experience teacheth us to buy and fell upon his 


word, Butfo feeme to truft God with the foiling the enemies of ; King.207 


the hills, and yet not to trufthim with thofe in the vallies : to 23. 
pretend that they doube him not forheaven, but diftruft him for — 
earthly bleflings, furely iteither juftly calls thy firft beleeving into 
fafpition ; or elfe argues a carelefle heart, not able to improove thy 
— of reconciliation, to warrant thy faith for a poore fupply of 


firft graces received in Baprifme ) to trie their Sacramentall faith 
with all readinefle of minde. Is it eafierto doe by many degrees 
than co beleeve the promife mercy at firft ? And doth the Lor 
with farre greater eafe (as I may fay ) beteameto.the foule grow- 
ing in faith, than breeding of it ? Why then doe they who beleeve 
come to this triall with fo much adoe, and bury the Talent of God 


are to receive the Supper $e which the Lord offers the increafe of 


unthankefully in the earth? As thofe fervants of Naaman told him, 


_ Ifthe Prophet had bid thee doe fome great thing, wouldft thou nor 
have done it? How much more then, when hee onely bids thee, 
Wafh and be cleane ? So fay 1, put cafe the Lord required the gtea- 


worke of thee, would it not feeme fmall in refpect of the good 


of the Sacrament ? How much more when he faith, Revive thy 

- faith, in the Seam, we the Sacrament ? If thou wert bidden to try 
what almes given fince thy laft receiving, or what zeale | 

thou haft urtered againft finne, &c. oh, how wouldeft thou plod, 

and gather thy goodneffe together? Now when the Lord faith, — 

‘Revive the edge of thy faith once received, aft renewed, quicken 

ft up in fome Sacramental promife or other, ere than come to the 

Supper ; loe, how hard a taske it {eemes. Why ? fave thatthofe _ 

morall duties partly are from thy felfe, and are mixt with felfe- 

_ Jove: But the other is a meere divine grace without thee freely 
given, and relying barely upon the promife, and behold how tedi- 

ous it 1s: whereas thou fhouldeitfay, If I weré found of God Blay 

when I fought him not, how much more eafie will it be when I 

{ecke him unfeignedly ? If mercy free, when I hadno 


65. 


E 


Secondly, it hould very much prefle upon thofe in fpeciall, who pv 3; 


mift, who fhould-doubt of the more afluredneffe of it, when God 
hath tied himfelfe : Surely the very eafe of it fhould teach us to dif. 
pure {trongly. for our felves, the Lord teacheth ustoargue for our — 
{elves ; In other matters that ferve for our owne ends wee can are | 
gue faft enough, but in this, either God mutt put us to it, and fhame 
us, or elfe we will lofe our benefit for lacke of pleading, and fo, 
come to the Supper, witha dead or unvevived faith. May not the 

— Lord repent him of all his coft, when he fees fo {mall protit? And 
much for this third ground, 
Thepeincit Now having premifed thefe things thus,letus apply them to the 


‘(elfe. ointin hand, The Queftion then will be,how a Chriftian may try 


Twéwayes his Sacramentall-faith ? I anfwer, by thefe two wayes. 1.Whenhe 
of trying faith | 


TEs bclece 2 Prove by good evidences, that he hath beleeved the promife of 


reconciliation already. Secondly, when hecan revive his faith up- 
onthe promife ofthe Sacrament. Therefore of thefe two I will 
{peake a little, and fo come to the ufe ofthe Chapter. ap 

Ouchion, will firlt be demanded, how a Chriftian may finde and trie 
How may firt himflfe.to have beleeved favinely ? To whichJ anfwer, this may 
belecving be done fundry wayes, 1, By the meane conducing (in the 


tried, of God) to beleeve, 2, The Object upon which the foule looketh, 


ving. 


infer, tharit beleeve, The 3. The.Roote, out of which faith {prin- 


 geths4. The Act icfelfe of beleeving.s . The feope and endwhich 
faith propounds to her felfe in beleeving. The 6. and laft, The ef- 
fects and properties aferibed to faith, The order wherein I would | 
lay downe thee points,is this, 1. I would propound the truth of 
them. 2.Shew how the foule. may trie it felfe about them. Which 
cre Tenterupon, ler the Reader (for avoiding of confufion) take 
notice, thatin the fecond Chapter of this Treatife, under the head 

of affitting grace, I named five trials whichdoe all agree with that _ 
whichnow I am to f{peake of the triall of beleeving. Onely there 

neceifitic lead me to {peake of the end of calling, here more fpeci« 

ally, I treate of faving faith: Let not any thinke that I make thefe 

two, diverfe ; But let him borrow what light that point will af- 

foord for the better conceiving of this ; and fo adde what this 
point.affoords to that: knowing that the grace of faith is the up- 

ihotof calling, Thisbytheway. | 

Pofition. for thefinlt Pofition. The meane unto faith, is, 

Themeane underftanding of the Doctrine of the fatisfa@ion of 

conduc ing Chri, both in life and eath, Ir was the foundation of Electi- 


(notthecaufe ) in which the Lord anfwered his 


owne 


purpofe 


d 
i 
4 
* 
| 
4 
| 
| 


owne Iuftice fully, to the énd thathee might feropen a doore of 
anercy to poore Adams loft pofterity. Now,that which was'a mean 


ordained by the Lord, for declaring of his tighteoufneffe 


on the offer of God, For why ? As nothing fave a ranfome could 
ftop the courfe’of Iuftice, or caufe him to be reconciled with a fin- 


ner : £0, nothing can ftop the feare of confcience guiltie of wrath, — 


por warrant her, that fhe may be reconciled to God, fave this pro- 


pitiation, Till the foule come to know,that anger is notin God;fhe 
~ cannot thinke fhe may dare come neere him ; feeing fhee knowes 


him to be a confuming fire. Therefore, 2 Cor, $,20, 21. Paul Cor,s.22, 
grounds a feareful foule ftrongly upon this bottome.Be reconciled 


Efay27.4° 


to. God (poore foule) For why? He hath made him to be fine thar - 


knew none (both by obaying and fufféring) that we might be the | 
righteoufnetfe of God inhim, So faith Job 33.24. Deliver 


him, for Lhave receivedaranfome, 


‘The triall chen of faith by this Rule is this, Canftthotrfaytrucly Trial by this. 


in the confli@of thy 


tisfaction of Chriftasa the a- 

ind lifted up thy n hope of beirig accepted? Deny not 

| felfe ; if ic hath been thus withthee; it fighe : 
figne, if thou haft any condition of faith, thy bur: 
denj wrought in thee, atid fetiding thee'to’ thi ©. For why ? 


By vertue of this price, the righteoufneffe of wrath is turned inte 
with God (‘having thus received a ranfome’ ) to‘ fotgive. yea in 
G “himfelfe was reconciling” dnd bow kee 
doth declare his righteoufheffe in jnfiriie a finnet thtough the 
| faith of Iefus : yea thou maift fay with David, Save me O Lor d,ace 
Sording to thy righteou{nelfe, See 


- 


ercy ; fo that itis ameete and canal thing 
d 


in faving, muft be the meane alfo to conduct the foule to faftetrup- Rom, 3.25. 


{ay 
this brooke (or we Pial.100.7 


oule with Gods anger forthy fins, (thy ) 
long lyen im, deepely died finnes, both of omiffion, commiffion, 
mortall, {pirituall, offences and revoults ) thow haft beheld the 
meane of grace, in the Alfufficient merit of Chrift? Hath this ftai'd 
thy heart, that God hath cut'offhis plea givi hi 
Sonto fatisfic ? Canft chou fiy, ‘that thime high Prief t bought 
thee'to God, and canfed thee jo — 
fent Satan to Chrift,and told him, God ‘caninotbe fatistied, and yet : 
angry {tilt Haft thou found trong ion! (in thé oF 
Satan) from this, that thou béholaett' 
2 Briefely | 


— 
A 
‘ 


256 OF Saevamental faith, = 
Thefecond Briefely for the fecond, The object of faith, which isthe promife 

_ ebje&. § Which ceabinl two things, either the good things off ed in the 

promife of the hearty purpofe of him that freely 

‘makes the promife, The good things offred in the promife, ( par- 
don, peace, a purged confcience,life of grace, {upport in grace, the | 
earneft penny of the Spirit, and the like) ferve to draw the afte@i- 
ons (which carri¢ the foule) unto God, and to dath out of counte. 
nance all falfe objeéts ofigain, eafe,pleaiure,lufts, to draw the foule 
to God in defire,efteeme of mercy, and in hungring; mourning,and 
endeavouring after Chrift, Secondly, the manner of oftring thefe 
Z00d dines, bein free, full, faithfull, entire, and fimple, (éxcee. 


_ |. ding defirous the foule fhould embrace them, forry it fhouldréye@ _ 
them, urging it to beleeve) ferves to put it outof queftion, tharthe 
—“ ————« Lord meanes ashe fpeakes : elfe needed hee not to have prevented 
ey. us at all : but feeing even when wee were enemies, neither defer- 
- ving, nor defiring any favour, yet the Lord out of the meere gra- 
cioufneffe ofhis heart would needs beftow it upon us ; therefore he 
would have us conclude, hee will not repent him of his freedome, 
if we'come in to lay claimeand plead thispromife. 
Triall by this. - Try thyfaith then by the promife, thus ; firft, whence came thofe _ 
delires, prayers, faltings, and diligent fearching afte ‘Came 
they ove. from am heart of bafenefle, bringing thy | 
money and colt to God tobuy mercy? If fo,thou haft little toboalt, - 
of : but if the good things of the promife wrought them in thee, if 
thou can fay, that faith, and the preparations to faith proceeded 
ftom the promife : The good things offered therein, drew thee to — 
‘God, as with cords, if. thou.canft fay, that thy good affections 
4 gould néver purchafe faith ; rather that promife which bred faith, 
bred alfo thofe affections in thy foule, becaufe thou fawelt God 
willing to faye thee, therefore thou mourneft after him, prayeft — 
‘Jonas3.9. unto him, and (as Nineve couldft not give him over : the rifing of 
_ the Sunne, caufed this dawning of heart in thee, and thefe — 
towards grace, it is a good figne. Secondly, try thy felfe thus : 1 
the freedome, fulnefle, and sth of the promife, have truely 
wrought upon thee, then thy bafe conceits of the Majeltie of God 
are vanifh’d, J meane thy enmitie and hatefull fpiricis gone. And 
Whereas thou once conldft not thinke a good thought of him, but 
all thy thoughts framed him rather to be angry,envious, cruell,un- 
Peteaming ; now thou ftoppeft, and (as one better feted) beginft 


© 
t 
; 
| 
| 
i 
> 


fweet promife, if I could beleeve: Buthere a promife ftrong’ 


~ to fay ; oh my poore foule, who conldft never out of thy flaves , 
ry and flightneffe, thinke of the promife alittle Deter’? ‘What wilt” 
chon fay if by all this offering, urging, expoltulating, charging to’ 
rewancile n paine of hell, the Lord meéanes thee-well 
haps he may. If while hee feekes to fave thee, thou devize how'to' — 
tont from him ;. willit not be bitter ‘at laft ? Thus weake hope 
eake the ice, and fets the foule forward, Then the Spyit of 
grace createth in thee both thoughts and affeétions of fuch ftrange- 
goodneffe, bounty, long-fiffering, free graceand compafiion, 
thy heart breakes into wondrings at hit, and faying, #70 a God 
like to our God, forgiving and affing bythe finnes of bis people? WhoMicaz.ulee 
could finde his enemie at the vantage, and not deftroy him ? There= 7 Sam.24¢,19+ 
fore my foule is even carried into the ftreame’ of his grace, and: | 


per{waded to beleeve. I fee the good will and meaning of his heart ' 
fhining in his promife ; and’ whereas it was wont tobe a barren: 
found and emptie noife for me to hearea promife : now I fee it as- ‘wae Ge 


a veffell ftanding full and running over, yea, a {treame to carry me 
in, with holy confidence, faying, Ifthe ftrength of Ifracl can lie, if 
free grace, if faichfulneffe ie’ felfé ‘can fhritike. backe 
-itfelfe, lam content to perifh, Thirdly, trie it thus ; Ifa promife 
have beene thy Object, then thou confeffeft that the power if felfe\ 
to beleeve is. ina promife as’ well as the motivesto beleeve. 
promife isthe inflrument of the:Spirit to perfwades Andas-whetn! 
_ the Lord madea oar Iéwes that if they did come'to then 
Temple to .worfhip, hee would keepe their'dwellings and gdods” 
fate the whil’ft Lo, this promife-had in fucha power asheld off! 
all Robbers and enemies from attempting any gullags sithéy durft 
nt, they could not; fo mach more ini the promiferoaloadenhearts; 
there is alway the ftrength of God to eftect'that which he promi- ae 
feth: and fuch a foule neede not ftand out ftrangerlike and 


and able to caufe me to beleeve it: Ifinany meafure thefe trialsbe, © = 4 
Thirdly, trie thy faith by the roote of it, whichrootis felfe-de& rp;;,11 
niall, All other graces feeme tohave fome inherencie, and being of By the roote 
their owne in the foule : onely faithisrooted inthe overthrow of 
amansfelfe,:This {clfe is nothing elfe favethe {pirit of old Adam, A 
refilting the Spirit of grace;-andas wee fee indefencedcitiesfome: 
of their Bulwarkes are out-workes and retrenchments y: orher’s» 
maine Fortes neere the walls, wherein their chiefe ftrengeh, 


is 


| 


confifteth’: So heré, felfe hath her ont-workes, felfe-wealth, felfe« 


eafe, credit and. efteeme, learning, parts, experience, Thefe are. 
rare eafily caftdowne, becaufe Chrift and they are oftwo feverall 
kindes, Oshers are forts of greater confequence, in which the heart 


of flefh, fetting shemfelves up againft the obedience ef faith ;foal- 
fo Religious duties and performances, whether will-worfhips of 
Papifts, or duties required, as }ewifh righteoufneffe by she 
and all the devorions of carnal Proteftants. To thefe I may adde the 
fecret'counterminings of the heart, mixing it felfe with the prepa- 
ration tofaith, and fodeftroying the worke of God,as felfe-mour- 
nings, defires, and ufe of meanes. Now ofall thefe, the Scripture 
tels us, Thatifany willbeleeve, he muft denie himfelfe, and be 
content to beftript of thofe, or elfe grace will not dwell in him, 


Prov.3,5- Truft notin thy.own wifedom,but truft inthe Lord, Prov.3, 5. So. 
iy Phil.3,9 ‘Paul,T hat may be fonnd,not having my own righteon{neffe of the Law 


but of faith.See how Pan! oppofes them. All the frame of creation, 
Rédéniption; yea ,of the whole W ord of God prooves it, God will 


: Pwo fuutes of apparrell may as well agree with one body at 
once, as-fetfe and Chrift (in equall termes )to a foule, The red earth. 
had-neverihad the breath of life 
metre drient, and at Gods dif{pofe to be.as he would have it, 

 "Fheflefh of Chrifh had»no fubhfting in it felfe, fave in the God= 
Rom.33532. head! aridavharis elfe that of Pax/, God fhutting up all in difobe- 
dience; ‘that heamight: have mercy upon alt?: Not of the willer or: 
The: of tmputation, what doth: 
itimport; ftandsin counting that as ours, 
which isnoneof ours? W hat elfeisthat of the Apoftle, Rom.i1,60 
wrorkes not of Grace,elfe Workes were no Werkes : If of Grace noe 


Rom.11,6. of Worket: clfe Grace weraneGrace. 


Triall by this. “Try thy felfe then by this Rule, Doftthow obferve this baekebyas- 
of corrtiptionin thy fonle, alway playing her parts, and refitting 
erace? Is thisfpwwof originall finne as irkefome to thy fpirit, as 


fufpected, by how much the more fine:{punne,and fabtill, running’ 
inthe ttreame of thybeft Religion ? Doftthon feele it inthe worke’ 
of che Law, of the Sofpell, of Sanétification, ftill refifting grace, 
and ftarting as inuch from the Word as the Sacrifice from: 


 more-trafts, as'carnall reafon, and the wiledome ofthe flefh,which 
2Cor.1¢,5, Pasdin. 2-Coer.10.5, calls high thoughts and {trong imaginations 


intott, if ithadner beene ai 


the moftodious finmes of fwearing or theeft?Isit fo muchthemore 


Efay 42,6. not ore his eclory to:another. Hee that beafteth, beaft of the 
| 


‘of the Prieft? Doft thou wholly fet thy felfe againftit, both felfe on 


the right hand, deceiving thee with thine ownehopesand deferts'; 
and on the left {caring thee with feares of uaworthinefler Art thou 
as wellafraid of a white Divell, asa blacke, yea, more? Doft thou 
‘tremble tothinke that felfe fhould fhare with God in thy coniver- 
fion?Doft thou chufe rather to be as bafe as dung and scare? 
when thou haft done all; doftthou thinkethy‘felfenoneerer 
thereby, thanifthou werta Publican ? Doft thou confefle 
that there is no bloud, no merit, no congruity in felfe, to purchafe 
_ any dramme of grace? And tharit is juft with God rather to feeke 
himfelfe glory by abafing all fefh and:carnallpréppes,thantofa 
fer felfe toperke above him, or mixe' with him? Yea, canit / 
fay, oh Lord ! I chufeto lie as the duftunder thy footkteole, and to | 
be at thy pleafure, as a fatherlefle Orphan, todoe withime-what 
thou wilt : yea, when thou artunderthe deepeft abafement and 3 
felfe-defertings, and without a fubfifting thy 
fay, Verily, gladly will I be under this buffeting; ( asa 
prickein the flefh Gods grace may be another felfeandanew 
“principle of comfort to ftay my felfeupon ? “Yea,*in the-wantof 
y ftay.. Ifitbethus in 


carnall ftay, I wait upon the promife to be m 

~~ Jheome to the ound of trying faith, to wit, by the act of 7 

it. And that in two hing Firft, in naked aud condone of r 
the whole foule to the truth of God, whichis, that he will eafe the The a& of 
luaden foule, comfortthe mourning, and fatisfie themthat hunger ‘ithe 
after righteoufneffe. The Lord requires that the foule fimply relie 45-42 5»° 
it felfe upon this bate Word of his, becaufe hee will performe it, , 

without defcanting this that againft it. Secondly, in the re- Efay 1.16.' 
lying upon the meere and free act of Gods not imputing finne, or Pfal,; 253s 
imputing righteoufnefle to the foule ; yea, a righteoufneffe inhe~ 
ring in another, and not in thy felfe. The Lords aét of efteeming 
and reckoning to the foule the righteoufneffe of Chrift, isasreall = 

an act, as if he had infufed a reall habite of it into the foule todwell 


perfonally in ir, as it dwelt in Chrift, 2. | 
Trie thy felfe then by this rule thus, Firft, canfts thou fay truely, Triallbythis, 

that in the beleeving of Gods Promife thou didftdire@ly goe from | 

2 word, toa word without adding or mixing the flime of thy own nee". 

conceits to defile the purenefle of it? Didft thou with Peter,emp- 4% 

tied of himfelfe, obey and fay, et thy Commandement Lord, I will Lukes.s3 

| tet downe, though elfe I foowldnot? ( Luke 5.5 .)Cantt thou 


~ 
4 
4 
te 


eto. _ Of Sactamentall faith, .» Parkes 
rasif 
found Hoden aid pincir db 
tothée forieafe : beleeving that feeing 
both words therefote thou; who 
‘then hooke hor ctooke 
PAM 2B.) bat! take thy truth as itis in efas, even truth it felfe 
fubje& to'no exceptions or cavills of fleth?. I enquirenotwhy 
thou doftir, or why for mee; andnot for many bundred thoufands, 
thar liein gheit blindnbfie fill: Secrets are for thee : bur revealed 
promifesoare for mee : and therefore to’ thee I leave the one, and 
cla{pefouriuch the more:clofely tothe latter, by how much the for- 
mer ismore above me. Ifthou canft finde in thy heart thus freely 
Luke 1.28. free gra ce; faying : Bée it to thy fervant as 
Luke 7.39, not chy Counfell forimy falvation,“or 
give theethe lye, but put my fealeto thy wordtharit_ 
fay, againe,: if inany true meafure thou canft doe 
ris afure figne. And fecondly,1f the A& of God in heaven ji 
ing a poore wretch, by his bare accompting him his rig 
“Gwhen' yer corruption’ abides in ‘him exceedingly ) yea his perfett 


-Trighteonfneffe : can fo farre 
thy one and approbation of mee,is to my conicience, as a 
shouGind, ‘though neitherdee thy face, norcan heare thy voyce ; 
Olord 4 felfe as thou efteemeft:me, 
in the mid{t of my greateft: finfulneffe: 

and my faith co 
dnearth, becanfe it is done in this act of faiths 

| a.good figne, 
The The fifth cround is from the end of chy beleeving, ‘and thar is; 
thet God my have the glory of his rich grace in faving aloftfoule. 
The lait full end oft God in thy and falvation,is not,that 
thou htft be happy, but that: himfelfe might be glorified. This | 
Lord folookes at, that all other ends are but 
ae him, although reall ends. a 
thy felfe alfo inthis. Haft thon f{ sie of as 
| ge ined apd in the inner manand fecretof | 
owoe ends? Hath the wifedome of 


aile with thee asto fay,O Lord, | 


| 
| 
| 
~ 
7” 
| 
4 
| 
~ 
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thy poore humbled foule,that God oné 
2 Thef.1.10, 
felfe 
j 
| 
him of his glory? Andis it thy chiefe crowne to know thy glory | 
and thy life tabe hid with him in Chrift ? Iconfeffe this is to flefh Col. 3.2.36) 
carnall reafon, a riddle; therefore it is the Lord: whohathre- 
Laftly, among man other Properties of. in the res, 
‘as is Thefe two are moft ufuall. Firft, || 
called effeGtuall. Secondly;Precions. Try thy felfethen.about 
thefe, Firft, by the efficacy of thy faith. Faith 1s called efte@iual Thel.t.3-. 
fore it thofe diftempers which aff; 1¢ fouleunder temptati- 
‘ons and doubtings. Not that the foule is quite free : but.as, farne.as What diem: @ 
it beleeves, fo farre it drownes her diftempers as ina Sea of fonget- persfaitho- 
fulnefle. Thefe are of many forts, Sometimes the fonle,washeld = 
under flavith bondage againft the freedome of mercy, thagall | 
promifes feemed to beloft her: Sometimesfhe'waspuftup 72 
with vaine prefumptuous -hopes of a welfare without bottomie, 
_ Sometime againc carnall fence prevailed; bearingdownethepro- 37 | 
“mife with the unikelihood, and contrariety to appearance’: fome- 
time quarrelling with her felfe about the electionofGod,.andca 45 | &f 
{ting the blame of unprofitablenefie and unbeleefeuponhernotbe- | 
-ing chozen : otherwife objecting her corruption and‘bedy of 
cath, and the members thereof unmortified : often carried tore- al 
bellion and fretting again{t God, feeling her felfedefeatedofher 
hope. Againe, fometimes alleadging the oreatnefle, continuance of 
her finnes, her adding of ituall finnes again{t the Gofpell,to . 
- morrall againfl the Law : befides,often opprefled withthefenceof 8. | 4 
an hard heart not able to mourne or repent: oftentimes,conclu- 
_ ding againft: her felfe, becanfe many-beleeved long fince, thee be- 
: ganne to be humbled: or becaufe not humbled fafficiently, or 
fallen from fome fteppes of tenderneffe and humblenetffe former- 


atveined or becaufe, thee began no)fooner, witha 
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262 «Of Sacramental faith; 
ofthe like diftempers, fome from melancholy, others from iono« 
rance, or rafhnefle, Now then try thy felfe: hath God wholefome. 
ly held thee under thefe OO he to fhew the endlefnefle and the 
reftle{nefle of them, to the end thou mighteft by the power of the 
promife, here loofe one, there another ? Haft thou beaten them — 
- downeas children with boughs beate downe Wafpes or Hornets 
| a flying in their faces? Haft thou found the promife to allay thy hor- 
4,18, rors? and perfect love in God to banith thefe feares and enemies, 
«lohan 8.9 that as thofe accufers of the woman, Job. 8. one after another 
| bil they .vanifh and yeeld to the truth? Doft thou feele thy temptations 
Hs | to Atheifme, to deny the Scriptures, to deftroy thy felfe, to caft off 
hearing and ufe of meanes, and to fall off as Peters Chaines when 
ag the Angell {mote him on the fide? And doft thou with Hasna fhake 
‘sSam.t.12. off fadneffe, by the voyce of Els, the promife ? Doft thou grow wi- . 
fer, teachabler, more hopefull than before ? It is a good figne. For 
Mum. 24,9. thus Abrasam looked at the promife, not at Saras wombe, nor the 
Mlaying of 2/aac : So Caleb, fo othérs. 
precioufnelie” , Secondly, is thy faith a precious faith? Then it is more unto thee 
ing. than all otherthy graces, asa Iewell is above any other wealth : 
2Pet.1.2.): Faith having fetled that upon thee which no other grace could,doft 
ety thou keepe it as precioufly as fucha Iewell deferveth? Doft thou 
account of other graces, as they borrow light from this ? It is well: _ 
But efpecially try it by this : precious things will goea great way. 
How farre hath thy faith gone with thee? Hath it waitedupon — 
thee in thy courfe, and fhall it fodoe, till it leave thee atheaven — 
tes ? Halt thou lived by it as upon thy ftocke, in beings, rote 
liberties ? Pretionsthiugs will beare thetriall, asgoldand 


+ 


ome 


3 


to heare the worft afwell as thebeft, and to take nothing upon 
truft ? Precious things are of fingular operation, as the.fpirits of 
*wine, &c. Hath faith brought fuch fweetneffe intothee, as makes 
a the fweete of luit bitter? Hath it purged thy confcience from ftrong 
lufts ? Hath it derived the power of Chrift thy King into thee, to 
fway thine heart, cantt thon fay thou carrieft Chrift as coales in thy 
bofome ? By thefe effects and properties and fuch other, examine 
-the truth and ftampe of thy faith, and if they appeare in thee, come 
to the next point of Sacramental triall with eomfort. Thus much 
forthe firft triall of faith in the firft promife. 
Second triall_ come tothe fecond triall of reviving thy faithat the Sacra-_ 


viving i *S" ment. Now this faith differs not fromthe former in fubftance, 


4 


- 


~ 


the like. Haft thou beene much bufied in trying thy faith, willing 


A 
« 
é 
/ 
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and the triall theveof. | 
ethus is a turning from the generall promife, to the particu- 
ia romife of an cole as the Supper. For the better direction . 
of reader, I will cowne this duty by feverall fteps, dittinct- 
ly, firft propounding the ground, then adding the triall. 
For the tirft of thefe. 1 {aid before, that each ordinance of God ! Steppe 
isa feverall channell to convey the Lords goodnefie in Chrift to the ' @ 
-foule. Although there be fundry ordinances,and fandry manners of 
~ conveyance, yet one hinders not another; but each hath his {peciall 
crace under the chiefe, (which is the Preaching of the word ) for 
the fupply of feverall wants in the foule, The benefits of Chrift are 
difperfed diverfely in the ordinances, but ftill Chrift is one in all, . § 
Try thy felfe then thus by the firft rule. Doftthou revive thy T;ia}) by it; 
faith by turning the eye of thy minde carefully upon the ordinance, — oe 
ofthe Sacrament, as the hand of God to fettle the gift of Chrift thy 
food and refrefhing upon thee ? Doft thou behold this ordinance { 
(fo oft as itis oftered )as arenued gif of God tothe foule? asa 
marke of the wifedome of God, plying thee with the Supper, as. 
hee knowes thy dayly fpirituall ebbings and decayes require, 
And doth the hearefay of each Sacrament turne the {pirit of thy 
minde towards it asa folemne obje&t, which may notbe wanted ? 
Doth it poffefie thy thoughts and memory more than common ob» 
jects and paffages of this life : Do thy thoughts fo mind it,heede ir, 
doth thy memory fo reteine it,as that it farvives other occafionall 
matters, thy felfe longings while they be over, that this may pof 
feffe thy fpirit ? And doth thy preparation ontoit canfeall other) =... 
thingsto lye by ? It figneofreviving, a 
Secondly, ‘proceed to thy Affections. I noted in the formier Trea-: | 
tife in the Chapter of the Supper, that the good things offered in the: - | | 
Supper are manifold, Lookebacke and reade them. Ifpake alf = 
there of thofe ends which the Lord gives them for, viz, That the 
foule may be healthy, growing, fétled and: finitfull, | 
Try thy felfe alfo by this ground. Doth thy heart by the confides ‘Trials by chis 
ring of all thofe good revive and fammonupall thyaffeti- 
ons of love, joy, thankes, zeale, defire after them ? Dothnot thy 
minde reft in abare view of them, tillall the -affe@ions are up in 
Armes to covet them ? And ‘is it with thee as with a craziedifegs:) 
fed man, combing into a Phyfitians clofer, and théreis thewedq: 
boxe wherein his medicine lyes, which being applied will heale> 


Dothnot fiich a man faften his eyes upon that boxe? Wilh hee’ 
looke off ? Is not that boxe precious to hiss for thie medicines fake? 


Steppe. 


Matti, 29. 


Heb.6,18, 


1 Cor,t.25, 
Steppe, 

Mat.17,21; 


Math. 13,44. here. Do 


Triall by it. 


Luke 22,19, 


~ Doth he not ftand upon thornes till it be taken outand put intohis 
hand? Doth he not thinke each minute an houre? and doth hee: 
take thought for the parting with his money to buy it? Even fo. 
t thou digeft the good ‘things of the Supper, till thou 

have caufed thy heartto conceive an heate of appetite and love of 
them ? Doft thou ponder them fo as to leape for joy to thinke that 


thou fhalt be healed there of pride, felfe, wrath : and filled with — 


meckenefie, and heavenly minde, andgifts for thy place? Itisa 
good figne, thou haftrevived thy faith forthe Sacrament, — 
Thirdly, the Lord offers the good things of the Supper in the like 


manner and with the fame heart, wherewith he offered whole. 


Chrift in the firft promife, and covenant of grace. He offers Chrift 
thy food and reftorative with as free, beteaming, honeft and full an 
heart of love, as ever hee did the other. There is no oddes, except 


for the better : for here in this ordinance(above all other )the Lord 
feales up his gift tothe foule; that is, conveies it with the beft 


Try thy felfe then by this rule. Doft thou revive and quicken the’ 
blunt edge of thy weake faith by this confideration ? Doft thou 
beate out deadneffe, benummedneffe of faith, by this ground? Fee- 
left thou as free and naked an affent of heart to this offer, Take, 


ate, drinke : as thou didft to the firft promife: Beeafed. Take my, 


and my refrefhing tothy foule. Doft thou upon 
elfe ftrongly to refift thy unbeleefe in the Sacrament hereby? Doit | 


thou urge itthus my foule, except the Lord fhould meane ashee _ 


{peakes : hee fhould doubly falfifie himfelfe ? His Sacrament is: 
_adouble ftrength, there is both a covenant and afeale init : there- 

fore it is a double confirmation, or elfe a double deceit, Oh'f: 
dareft thou thinke the Lord canlie in that whereinthe feekes thy: 
double'affiftance ? Ifthou dare not, then let faith here double her: 


ftrength andedge. Ifthe ftrength of man be but weakenefleto, + 


Gods,then what mutt this weakenefle be? how fhould weakeneffe 
it felfe gather life and {pirit from it? If thou canft thus revive thy 
dead faitharthe Supper, itisagoodfigne. -. 
Fourthly, ( and efpecially ) I told thee before,that each ordinance: 
hath his {peciall promifes annexed to it,. as prayer, and faftingy 
thankefgiving,&c.As that one of thefe fhall calt out Divels, which? 
elfe wil not goe out. And that he who prayfeth God, glorifies hims1 
So the hath {peciall promifes. Take, eate, this is my body, 
Drinks, thisis my bloud of the new Teftament Both are given.ang 


4 
§ 
(i 
he 


wap. andthe triall thereof, 365. 
is meate indeede, and my blouddrinkein- _ 


d for you. My 
He that my fiefh hath eternall life : thall not die:fhall 2,18, 
d: fhallnot hunger nor thirftany more, with many o- ohn 6,556 


be farisfied 
this ground, Doth this promife re= Triall by ite 


hers. | 


 Trie thy felfe ( above all) by 
- ally a the truth of Cod in {peciall to thy foule ? There are 
thoufands of Receivers in the Church of God, But doth this pro-— 


mife {peake in {peciall to thee, as if there were no more Receivers 
fave thy felfe 2 Is the promife of thy foule fuch a fecurity as a {peci_ 
alty is ftom an able debtor, for the paying ofa great debt? So that | 
doe thou but fue the bond, and the law will reltore thy debt : Is it’ 
fo here? Thy name is not written in the Scripture, yet the promife | 
aflifted by the Spirit of Chrift, layes the grace of the Sacrament as 
ir were in thy lap (as Boaz did the Barley into the lappe of Rath :) Ruth 3,195 — 
~ fo that the Lord {peakes by it in thy eare thus, Take it, drinke it, It 
isa fweete figne. Againe, doth the power, yea the omnipotency of 2Con2,5.° 
God fhine in the promife to thee, fo that whereas thon doubteft oe: 
_ how Chrift can be in heaven bodily, and yet in the Sappet Spiri- 
— tually, thou wondreft how he fhould be in thoufands of communi- 
_ cants at once, and how poore elements fhould ke one with him, to — 
convey him to thee: yet the power of a promife can effec this ? 
Doft thou fee that all the attributes of God attend his love, leaft. 
thy foule fhould be fruftrate? It is agood re Againe, doth the 
promife fertle and beare down the feare and bondage of thy heart, 
arifing fromthy prefent fence of unworthinefle, darkeneffe, and . 
deadneffe ? Doth it worke thy fpirit to a holding faft of Chrift, al- 
though unbeleefe would ftave him off? And wheras that wold give 
God the lie ten times, during the {pace of one Sacrament, yet doth 
he promife, {till hold thee clofe to him, till he anfwer thee : {0 that a 
as that poore dogge, rather than the Lord Jefus fhall Matth.1 $,29: 
fend thee away empty, {crapsand crummes fhallfervethyturne? 
Canft thon feele fuch fuccour from a promife(notwithftanding thy 
formality and flatnefle were great before) and thy experience of 
fruit by former Sacraments be {mall ? Doft thou thusftrive in hope 
_againft hope, and fight fot life againft thy bafe Spirit? Thefe are _ 
all ‘gped fienes of faith revived for the Supper. 
Fiftly, try thy felfeby the teftimony of a good confcience. Thar ¢ Steppe: 
y ferving him very ftudioufly in one part of thy chriftian courfe 
. but forfaking him in many ; but fay thou with Paw, Lhave exerci- A@szs2 


fed 


4° | 
| | 
f 
* > ; 


Triall by it; 


Neb.4 » Be 


+12, 


6 Steppe. 


2 Cer, 22485 thou canft thus revive thy faith by thy experience, itis a good 


Of Sacramental faith, Parte? 
fed my felfe in all good confcience continually, it 
Try thy feife then by this rule, thus, Canft thou fay (as oft as thoy — 
art going tothe Sacrament ) Oh Lord; I make a thew of very fo. 
lemne preparing my felfe and trying my faith, when I goc to thy 
table, But if it were oncly my practife now at this time, and at no 


_ other, I fhould go and come fram thee witha fad heart, No Lord, 
Iblefle thy name, I doe live by faith daily: I can fay with Paw/, 
_ The life I live is by faith inthe Sonne of'God, I appeale to thee | 


who knoweft, that if I goe to l:eare the word,I mixe it with faith: 
if I pray I looke to my Advocate ; if [have a Croffe, I live in faith 
in Chrift for ttrength, felfedeniall and patience to fupport mee ; if 
I profper, Lbeleeve all is pure to the pure, and given me in mercy; 
and in this faith thus trained and fet on worke, I humbly come to 
the Sacrament, looking that as in other parts of life, and of wor- 


fhip, the Lord hath beene with me, fo he will notleave metomy _ 


felfe in this. Tell mee, canftthou fay thus in truth, be it never fo 
poorely ? Itisafweetefigneofarevived faith 
Sixtly, try thy felfe by thy Sacramentall experience. The Sacra- 


ment being one meane of a Chriftians food and'growth, it becomes’. 


every one, having communicated, not by and by to vomit up his 
morfels, but to digeft the bread of life till he find it his owne,bloud 


_ of his veines, fieth of his fleth and bone of his bone. By this meanes, 


every ordinance dwelling in the foule, will adde nourifhment to it. 
and better it dayly : which could not be, if it be forgotten as faftas 


Jt is enjoyed. 


_ Let thy triall from hence be this : Doft thou dayly quickenmp— 
thy felfe ar each Sacrament, in the memory and experience of fore 


mer fruit received? efpecially, when thou haft found it fweerek 
_ unto thee at any feafon, when thou haft felt thy felfe moft emptied 


inthee ; faith moft cleare and fenfible, thy foule freeft from earth 
and fenfuality, and fo of the reft : haft thou kept this experience 
thee, asa child holds a fweete thing in the palate as to 
it ? Doft thou by thistriall goe tothe Sacrament afterward with 
more hope and expe¢tation of the like ? Or, ifthou have found the 
contrary, that thou haft had buta dead Sacrament of it, what dolt 
thon ? Poftit over and forget it, hoping it will be better ? Or dolt 


~ thou record it often, and ufe it asa fj of greater care and feri- | 


ous dealing with God next time, being afraid to tempt him : 


yet loath to forfake him although he fhould hold thee off ftill ? If 


figne, Seventh 


| | 
| 
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draw neere to him in dus 7 Seeppe, 


and the wiall thereof 


Seventhly , Gods people fo oft as th cere 
ties, date rufh him, but firft humble themfelves in 
and afhes,as moft bafe wormes and corruption, ‘l hen they pray a Gene.18,27¢ 

rig 


ailiftance in the ordinance , meditate and conferre about 
doing, and the fruit of it. Trie thy felfe then by this, When thou 


goelt to the Supper, doft thou fwellin the conceit of thy former 
trong faith ? Doft thou rufh upon God without prayer, or medi- 
tation? Or rather doft thou jogge the arme of the Spirit (asthe > 
clapper fhakes the corne into the Milftone) that it may let fall the 
benefits of Chritt out of the Sacrament intg thy foule ? That thon 
‘maift come toreceive with better favour and {t ength than thine 
—owne 2? Doft thou begge with the Apoftles, Lord revive my faith? 
Lord make ita fweete exceeding day : Lord, let not the meeting of 
profane blind receivers defile me | Let the fellowfhip of thine An- 


Luke 173 Se 


gels and my brethren refreth met give me that 1 come for Lord,and. 
deceive me not ?- Dareft thou not through eafe and floath negleé& 
the fanétitying of one ordinance by another ? Dott thou engrave: 
the promife thug in thy heart, and blow up the poore {parkle with- 
inthee ?Irisagoodfigne, 
— Laftly, try thy felfe thus: Doft thou hold and clofe with this faith ® Steppe: 
of thine, thus revived, tillthou appeare before the Lord in his or- 
dinance? Suftereft thou not Sathan to come betweene thee and 
home, the cupand the lip, to rob thee of thy wedding garment’: 
but doft thou clafpe it unto thee, that it may not fall off, uilkit have 
 poffefled thee with the gaine thou cameft for ? Doftthou lay into 
day, now forthe bread of the day ? Andeach Sacramentdoftthon . 


of faith quickned in thee, So come and profper. So much forthe 
latrertriall, | | 
conclude the Chapter 
oneufe of triall( which is the {cope ) the fhorter ufe ferve, I 
will not trouble the Reader with former ufes : as to: mhourne for 
the wofull faith of ordinary receivers : or,reproofe of Gods owne, : 
for counting this triall tedious, which God hath madeafweete ° 


_yoaketo his: I will partly warne, partly exhort, partlycomfort 
the good Receivers, and fo end. Firft then I warne | 
flight not this duty; reft not:in former faith, thinking thie Lordtied 
totheir girdles: Tempt him not to alter his courfe by-yourfloth: _ 


but hold on {till trial of faith, Remember its the chiefe Sactamen- 
tall grace of all thereft; All other without this, are fruitlefle'dr 


counters 


fay, Chrift lofies, yeflerday, today, and the fame for ever? Itsafighe Heb,13.8; 
: 


with fome ufe, And becanfethe whole C onclufione | 
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» counterfeit. This muft give both being and luftre to all. Bring this 
and feare not. The Divell will fight againft this as the King of | 
alll: if he can wreft this away, he cares for no more, becaufe up- { 
on this hinge the dooreturnes, I meane the joy of well, orforrow =| 
of ill receiving upon It. 
Vier Secondly, be exhorted to bring this faith, 1. Dare not venture 
Exhortation, without it. Faith in the Supper an{wers the a@ of {prinkling the 
Brancht. poltsofthe Ifraclites doores, when they firft eate the Pafleover, 
Exod.t2,21, Tell me, Durftany Jew not {prinkle his owne doore with bloud 2 
Durft hee not as well omit the Sacrament ? Did he not feare the 
deftroying Angell in cafe of neglecting it’? Was not the promife of 
petting them over (when all Egypts firft borne were flaine) in the 
doing of it ? Therefore asthou wouldeft fhunne danger of gi eater 
Mature, looke to it, Remember that faith doth fet thee as thofe 
Lamps under the oyle,dropping!into thee from the promifes of the 
Sacrament.3, Again, try faith, firft in the maine promife, if thou 
finde thou wantelt it, defift fora time. Come notin thy bafeun- 
beleefe: rather make ufe of what I have {aid about faith, and bleffe . 
God, that by fuchan occafion thou maift {tore thy felfe with it for 
hereafter, and art now convinced of thy want. Perhaps thou never _ 
thadft knowne it, fave by fuch an occafion : therefore ply it hard, 
while feafon lafteth. But if thou have got it, yet neglect not to con- 
| fider Gods worke in blefie him that thou canft 
—— -proove by what meane thou cameft by it, what a promife is, what 
theroote of faithis, what the aét, effets of it are : confefling it 
i Branch 3. were hard for thee now to begin, or to be without it. 3. Reviveit. 
| alfo as oft as thoucommerft ; mufing of thefe laft trials, or fome of 


them, and linne not till thou finde them in thee more or lefle, that 
| . fo the Sacrament may light upon thee as dew upon dry ground,and 
_ thou maift count the approach of the Supper, joyfull n&ves, above — 


the joy of a feaft or banquet. 
y; let it be confolation to all poore beleevers, The wi!l 
ah Admmition fooneh complaine, Oh ! faith one, Here be fo many Rules, that I 
| | am confounded to thinke of my felfe, or to try my faith by them ! 
But I anfwer. Proove but a droppe or dramme of faith unfeigned, 
precious and effe@tuall,and the Lord and thou (hall not differ about 
meafure, Be fure thou have any, and then know the Supper is an 
ordinance to make weake ones {trong, not onely (nor cheefely)to & 
make {trong ones a: Touching the objection of the weake, 


peer of the triall of uur eftate, Toadde a 
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word more, another objection is, Icanot find the promife fo power- 
fallas to overpower and perfwade me to beleeve with full (treame 
of heart, I anfwer, I grant that oft the phrafés.and fimilitudes of 
Scripture imply, That faith is a fenfible thing, anda conviction of og yg” 
heart: So itscatled, Job, 16.9. Its called the rayning downe of Conceilion- 
_righreoufnefe: The receiving of Chrift: The buying of the Pearle: iz 
The running into the {treame, Efay 55,6. andthe like, as drawing 
neere to God, comming to God: Howbeit we mutt know the {p1- Secondly, $e~ 
rituall fenfe of thefe phrafes imports not alway areflexe, fight and ution, = | 
knowledge that we have it, and much leffe ought wetoftumbleat 4 
fuch phrafes as imply the meafure of faith,as to be carried with full Heb, 19. Ae 
faile : To rejoyce with joy unfpeakeable, &c, Onely let a poore 
foule beware of refting in any meafure, till he have attained faith A 
with power and fecling : (which isa ftranger in thefe dayes. ) But 
to haften ; this I adde, Many talke of the overpowring of the heart, 
who know not what it meanes : itis not the meafure of full affu- 
- rande, bur the true drawing of the foule from Idols to the living 
God. Therefore poore foule difmay not thy felfe: perhaps thou 
feeit not full light of beleeving, nor the whole breadth and length 
of it as yet, nor yet what the Lord meanes to fettle upon thee : 
Thou art as one that dreameth : yet God was at worketo deliver | 
Ifrael, when they were as they that dreamed, Long anguifh caufed 36.1. 
them to heare of a Saviour, as one that was farre off: yet hee was Exod.6, 9: _ 
neare, Give not the Lord over, buteven in the darkeft bondage, 
cleave tothe meanes,feeke the Lord, and leave the fucceffe to him, bho] 
be nor taken off from hope by any feare within or without. Reade ' 1. 
Alts 12, Peter in his fleepe thought hee faw but a vifion of delive- <1 
rance yetthe Lord was at worke eventhen: He came notat Act.t2,7,8. 
_clearely tq confider the matter, But what did he? Surely he did as 
he was bidden, even in his dreame : he arofe,fhooke of his chaines, Verle 8 
on cloake and {andales, followed the Angell through 
_ doores and gates : and at laft, when he was paft danger, the Angell 
departing, he underftood all the bufineffe, So perhaps the Lord will 
doe by thee. When all Angels and pronase are gone, and thou left 
tothe bare promife, {tripe of other helpes, thou fhalt be as glad to 
cling to the Lord in it, as ever. thou wert backward to it? But in the 
_meane time, be doing as thou art bidden, and obey, and thou thalt 
one day fee light, Receive the Sacrament with weake faith (for fo 
God bids thee) and more fhall be giventhee, And oI thutub this 
Weighty triall of Sacramentall faith, 


« 


Sacramentall repentance, Parts) 


Of the triall of repentance at the Sacrament, 
Mutt in the entry upon this point, advertife the Rea-_ 


© der of fome generalls, which may make for the 
ter-conceaving of the {cope of the whole Chapter, 
Caveat 3. : a Firft, let him temember that which was before faid, 

sos That in prefling the triall of repentance, I doe nor 


meane that repentance concurres to the act of receiving fo properly 
as faith : But in a fecond refpeét,as affording a {weet witneff to the 
truth of faith already fhaped in the foule : as alfo to honour the — 
pureneffe of the ordinance with futable pureneffe of confcience 
The fecond, and courfe, The fecond thing I would have noted is: That although 
oS in this triall of repentance, itis tobe {uppofed that each, receiver — 
of the Seale, mutt firft be in covenant, that is, have his heart renned: 
and in that refpe& that whole labour might be {pared,how the fub- 
ftance of repentance may be tried « yet, confidering chat it is not 
alway with receiyers as it ought tobe, but m ill will come 
without it. Therefore as 1 have done already in the point of faith, 
to fhew the true forme and being of it, ere Icameto handle there~ 
newing of it at the Supper : So here 1 will doe for the grace of re- 
pentance, The rather leaft any fhould alledge his ignorance what 
it is, or wherein it {tandeth:yet I will be fhort, becaufe I have elfe- 
where handled it largely, viz. in the third part of my Catechifme, 
‘The third. in the two firlt Articles, The third thing I note is, That our fpeciall | 
and maine inquiry fhall be (in this triall) about daily exercife and 
renued practife of repentance at the Sacrament,and not onely asre- 
pentance is taken for fome penitent affection occafioned :but as it is 
taken for that walling with God which confifts in the duties of 
mortified and quickned obedience to God and men: andthateither @ 
ety courfe of innocency, or in the cafe of fome fpeciall & 
. Grounds ef Before I handle the triall of either the fubftance or the practife : /- 
the poinr,frt hereof, I will ground the neceffitie of this triall both in Scripture 
and reafons, For the former whereof: Firft, the Analogy of the old 
a _ Pafleover will prove it: wherein fundry charges were given which 
typifie repentance, and that in each part of it. As we know the for- 
row and irking of heart, and mourning bitterly for finne commit- @ 
Exod12,8, ted, wasurged under the ceremony of fowre hearbes ; not onelyto 
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Cw a | and thetviall thereof. 
thew what it coft the Lord !efus ere he could fatisfie : But tofhew | 
what they are who come tothe Sacrament, even fuch aspeireed 
him by their fines, and therefore ought to come in bitternefle to, Zach. 12410. 
the fignes of his body and bloud, andeate this {weete meate with 
fuwre fawce, Soalfo the Lord required a feparation from the filthi= 
nefle of the heathen, when they came toeate the Pafcall Lambe, 
6,31 yea from all legall pollution, Xy™.9. 6. which as it Ezra 
concerned the Iewes alway in any offering or worfhip, foefpecial - 
ly atthe Paffeover, Andthe Apoltle, 1 Cor.s.7. urgeth one other « Cot-5+7. 
faker ceremony of cafting out leaven, He that kept in his houfe 
any leaven at that time, more or leffe, was to be cut off, Now leaft 
we fhould thinke this to have loft his force under the Gofpell, hee 
faith, Purge out therefore all fowre leaven ( meaning their Com- 
~ munion with that inceftuous man, which fowred their holy aflem- 
blies) that yee may be a cleane lumpe, even as ye are unleavened. 
And why? For Chrift is our Pafleover facrificed for us : therefore — 
let us eate him with fincerity and repentance, And the weaning and 
abftinencie of the poore lambe from the damme foure-dayes before, 
pified no leffe than feparation of fich as wor God thus, froin 
love of their fweet lufts and liberties, that they might be free " 
for the Lord : and when the Apoftle urges the Corsnehtans to exa- * Cor.t 128. 
mine themfelves : what enrends hee {ave that having defiled them- 
felves by their love feafts,they would fearch and caft out that finae,) +h 
ere they came to the Sacrament, 
Now for Reafons, Firft, every ordinance requires repentance 
leait the ordinance be defiled, 1 Ti#.1.15. Tothe pure, all things Reafons, — 
(not onely meates) are pure: But to the impure, all things ( both 3. 
bleffings,croffes,and ordinances ) are defiled. The fin of man can put | | 
no defilement into the things themfelves, but it makes them fo to Efsy 
thefinners that ufe them. It isarule concerning both Minifter and | 
people, Be yee holy, that teare the veffels of the Lord. And, I will Prov.28,9. | 
_ compaffe the Altar with wafhen hands. And the prayersof them | 
that turne their eares from the word, are abominable. Paw/ re- Tim.2,3. 
guires us to liftup pure hands without wrath anddoubting. And | 
_5.Peter bids them that would heare to grow thereby, tocleanfe all pers 
_ fuperfuities away.Secondly,no man can comfort his own heart ted 
he hath faving faith except have repentance, 42,3 .26. 4, 5 Reafon2, 
| But true repentance argues faith, becanfe it onely purifiesthe heart,  Tim>155- 
True faith workes ty love, and the end of tte commandement is 2-4/0" 3- 
: from whence > froma pure heart, and whence is that? from /¢¥#-49 3 
faith unfaigned. See Gal.s,5. 44.24.16, Thisdly, 


273 Sacramentall repentance, Parte} 
_ Lord will be honoured in all that draw neareto him, Nonecanhos 
nour the Lord intheir worfhip, fave the holy and repentant. Thofe 
__ that prefume otherwife, the Lord will be honoured in their deftrus 
tion. Laftly, holineffe affords {weet confidence to the foule that it 
ip aa, fhall be welcome to God. None fhall ever fee his glory without ie, 
~~" therfore none fhould behold hin in his beauty of holineffe,or in his 


ordinances without it. Be ye holy, becaufe Lamholy, Thefe few 
may ferve. | | 
Triallsofre- But I haflen to the triall of it. And fir(t (very bricfely) of the fub- 
pemance. ftance of it wrought in the foule. This may be tried by the roote of — 
g By the fub- ie, Norepentance can fubfift without an inward principle : That is, 
the fpirit of renovation wrought by the Word and Baptifme, put- 
"ting into the foule a feede of God,: and the Image of God as far 
as in thefe fuburbes of heaven, | meane in the militant Church,may — 
be obteined. Now for the opening this to the Reader, let himina 
_ few points conceave and try himfelfe. %, 
Infundry _ Firft, inthe mother and nurfe of ic: That is, faith, fhedding the 
paruculars. loveofGod, Rom.s5,5. into the foule, being of it felfe deftitute of 
1-The mosher fuch lift, abilitie, life or favour, The Lord in reconciliation, by 
incaen faith becomes our fanétification. God having fieed us from our old 
yoake, will put upon us a new moft willingly, which cafes our hea- 
vie hearts, and pacifies the confcience, fers the minde in frame, and 
| fhewes us Chrift in his true and lively colours;not a Chrift ofloofe- 
Ephef. 3,18. neffe,but as the truth is inIefiis. That having the root of his love fet 
jmour hearts, we may conteine his fweetneffe, and it may fetus on 
+Cor,$,9. worke,yea conftreine us to do the like to him.Oh! How fhould this 
| try us ? What is ourrepentance? Is ita cutting off fome fhreds of 
evill,or a pang of good devotion now and then in tempeft, thunder 
and lightning, in our paffion of feare, or when God pleafes us, Or 
is itan inward workeman at the root of our hearts, and doth it en- 
aft and inoculate us into his ftocke? Doth itasa corner ftone 
: hold in and encompafle us, that we can. more forbid fire inour bo- © 
fome to burne us, than the love of God to compell us to love him 
a.Bythemat- Secondly,try itinthe materiall of repentance. Its a converfionor 
ter. turning home to God ff6 our Idols:a {erring of our face backward, 
(AS27638. fromevill, and our backes forward to goodneffe:and that in a con« 
_‘ trariety. Asif'a foole going on pilgrimage to Rome, and her Idols; 
should there be {mitten, and turned home (with Ngaman)tothe 
_ true worfhip of the living God. This triall will fearch alfo, for fin 


Piov.6,27, 


repentance of moft is no fuch turne, Men have rectified i 
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Cuar.6. andthe triall thereof. 273 
(fometime) of a good courfe, and their finnes irkethem, and tire 
thei, and caufe them to eafe themfelves by complaints, and turne 
afide from them in their accufing moode : But it is with them as it 
iy with Sea-men,who can hold their courfe as well when they coait 
about, as when the winde is on their backes, So doe thefe : their 
lutts keepe {till in their {pirir,though they keep them out of fight as 
David did Abfolon, forbidding him his prefence, when yet his 
heart was with him. But thefe lufts will come againe as 46/olom, 5am.14,24. 
and that with more violence and fway, afterward, becaufe the 
‘heartis not turned from them, and fet in a contrarietie, Hatredis 
not become love, nor love hatred, outfide is not infide, and infide 
outfide : Stilloldlove abides, andthe falling out ofold friendly 


lufts, prooves a renewing of love. Abad figne. 


which is the worke of the Spirit infufing the habit of Gods holi- coe 
nefie into the foule; and letting in the efficacy ef his power into the 
fame, to forme it to a new creature inrighteoufneffe, and accor- 
ding to the Image of the Creator. Its the fecond breathing of the Ephe.4.33: 
Lord the breath of life, not to bea living foule, but a quickned fpi- 
rit. Try thy felfe hereby : if repentance be in thee, then the Lord ; Gor.1s. t 


Chrift is in thee, and {tampes thee for his owne, fets his fiuper{cri 


and endues thee with his owne favour and qualities, purgeth thy 
old caske, and {weetens thee with new liquor : Now pureneffe, 
innocency, faithfulneffe, thankefulneffe, fobernefle and contempt 
of the world, with deniall of thy felf,are powred into thee, If then 


WV petite and affections to be wrought, but old Adams {lillas hee was 
- wont, as fenfuall, carnall, proud, felfeloving, thou haft no repen- 
tance. 
Fourthly, try it by the parts ofrenewing,quickning,&killing, B 
yuickning,I meane that power of Chrift his righteou{nes and 


not onely ina dead habit, but ina revived power: whereby 1 Quicknings | 


Thirdly, try it by the inward forme and nature of renovation, 3: BY the | a 


_ tion upon thee as upon his coine: caufes thee to be like himfelfe, Ter, isi 3. | | 
h 


thou finde no prefence or operation of new favour, inftiné, ap- ' 


_ thy dead fpirit to the matters of God is ftirred & changed toa live- Rom-6,8,9. — 
ly life of grace, We doe not fay that a man is alive to his trade and 1% 
bufinefle, when he lies on his deathbed : though he live, yet hee is tapes i 
notilively, unwearied, active and cheerefull to it. Againe, by kik 2. Killine? 
ling, I meane, that other part of the Spirit of Chrifts crofle and Rom.6, 6.7. 


4 


gtave, which deftroyes that old life and vigor of finne, that ranke- R°™-221%  @ 
nefie, jollitic, and crowne of pride in conrtipeion For, 
T 3 though © 
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274 ‘Of Sderamentali repentance, Pattal 
though finne be call’d but a privation ; yet by the lawitconceayes) 
a kinde of being, and becomes living, turbulent, rebellious, and) = * 
-venemous in the foule, till the power of thelaw of Chriftdoe fap-> 
prefie this {trong man and {poile him, and tumbleshim into the 
grave of Chrift, that he may lie and putrifie there, This is at excel- 


-_ Jent triall, when a man can fay, 1 was once dead to goodnefle, ~*~ 
the Gofpell : but now Jamlively toit:andI wasaliveto 
finne, and where I would be, but now dead to it, asa womantod 
Sam,25.cnd dead husband, as Abigailto dead A living death, aridady- 
ing life isin my foule, and a flirring {pirit inboth; My ownedead 
_ and liuing {pirit is gone, and Chrifts both dead and living {piritis: 
come in place, and inboth my heart is ftirring, and on wing, nei- 
ther flarin mortifying evill, nor unoccupied in good, butto beth: 
feratliberty.Ifaythisisgood. 
¢BytheEx- Fiftly,try ir by the extent both in part: and degrees. Ifit be found a 
tem. —- Yenewing, it will be both univerfall, and encreafing. Inthe firlt ree 
Mat. 13,33. {pect itis.like Leaven, which being hid in three peckes of mealé,: 
r leavenesall, and fowresall : So doth this Leaven of renewing, it — 
feafons and fweetens all the parts ; the underftanding, judgement, 
and m :' The will and choice thereof, the paffions, the {pirit 
and confcience, the appetite of nature, the fences, and the mem. _ 
bers, Though it be weake in all, yét it is entire and hall, bo- 
dy, fonle, and fpirit. And it is all, for life is growing 
 aslifeis decaying : Try thy felfe by this alo, For it is with molt of 
us as withone that' isin debt, who perhaps would fell off 
-peeces of his land lying out of the way and leffe looked at. Butas. | 
for his fairc lands of inheritance, which lie clofe and about hig 
Mannor,he wil not deface them,nor fell them for any ine So itis 
they can” 


with molt men: Their renewing ftands in fome outfi 
tip their tongues, or colour their brainés, and command theirfen- | 
-_- €@83 but when Gods Image muft be in the inner manalfo, they will | 
Rom.12,2, none ofthat : Their {pirit muft {till run it owne ftreame, ‘to die for 
And fo for their growth: many have fome violent offers of 
S00dnefle, asmercy, zeale and religion: but alas } All they doe, 
addes noone cubite to their former ftature, they keepe not the 
: they had, much leffe put it to advantage, growing to more 
48.11.23. fweetneffe and eafe by experience, or cleaving to God With fuller 
purpofe of heart, when they fee the moft ro warpe. This isa 
6Bythecom. CUtthe contraryagoodmarke,~ 
be, Sixty, by the combate of the Spirit within fe, Fox 
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Cuar.é.  and'thetviall 37S 
we live hereto be conformed to our head Chrift, ‘thereforewee 


cannot be wholly {pirituall and mortified, but we abide impart re- Cor.13,cnd 


newed, in partold: ( not becaufe Chrilt cannot makeusybetter, = 
but becaufe we are not capable of perfection till we live byfence.) = 
Therefore grace will worke a perpetuall fence of ftrif©imour® 
foules againit the law of finne in our members. Not onely 
to be with our head in fulneffe ofglory : But the whiles to grone oo 4792+ 
and figh under eur burden; till every drop of bloud thereof be ng ts h 
{pent : efpecially to warre againft our ftrong, perfonall, beloved © ~ "°°" 
which fight in us; till the houfe of bedowne,andthe 
houfe of Davidbe up. We fhall feele this combat imus, as Rebecca Gen.25.224 
felt in her wombe by her twins : Till the Lord anfwer us, The el- Bs 
der fhall ferve the younger. Try then thy felfe herein : if thisftrife 
_ beheld upin thee by the Spirit, notin thy judgement onely againit 
ill will and lufts in the very rt of thee, 
corrruption fights : judgement againft judgement; will-againf 
will, affections againtt againit confcience, 
grace againft grace, it is a good figne, But if finne rule, and there be 
not f{cepter againgft {cepter, ifthere be much pi ce falls, 
few or no refiftance, but rather willing flavery and bondage both 
by finne, and toit, itis a poore figne, And this is all I will fay ofa 
mans trying the roote of renovation in himfelfe ; Perhaps the view 
of thefe may doe fome good to comfort an heart that can find them, 
or admonifh fuch as are decaied : or {care fiuch from tht Sacrament 
as neverhadthem, But I haften to that which more nearely cone. 
cernes Sacramentall repentance, which is the pra¢tife of repen- 
Concerning which I will devide my felfe intothefe two maine ythe pra- 
heads. Firft, The praCtife of it in an ufiiall courfe of Chriftianity, 
Secondly, in our revolts, And method fhall bethis, Pirft, to Ia twothings) | 
laydowne the willof God abont both,and in what paticulars !.Ordinary 
they ftand, Secondly, inthe ufe ofthe doétrine, topreffethetriall 
ofthem at the Sacrament-with a revived affection. Forthe former 
then, the ufuuall practife of repentance, may be thusdivided, either 
to the firft underftanding part ; fecondly, the willing or affecting 
part ; thirdly, ‘the acting Pe in the life, The judiciall part lands in 
the inquiry and {earch of thofe étrors; 
ons of heart, tongue or life, which have paffed us from?Sacra> 
‘Ment to Sacrament or before : beginning ( ashee at 
eldeft, and ending at the yongeft ; Both {pirituall, um, 
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Lam.3,40, | 


As fearch, 


Of Sacramentall repentance, Part.2, 
deadneffe and defiledneffe of heart : of the tongue, rath, idle, un- 


charitable, falfe, vaine oftenfive or fuperfluous words: morrall of 


the heart and life: hollownefle, earthlineffe, unprofitableneffe, 


felfe-love, pride, rancor and bitternefle of ftomacke, paffions of 


cenforious deedes and paflages, or the like, Thefe although 


rage, bafe feares, hopes, joyes, forrowes: unrighteous, unmerci- 
fu 
( like Saul, and Gehars’s booty ) they lichidden, muft be watched 


™ 


as they utter themfelves and breake out, notice being taken anda — 


Regilter of them kept by us, that they may ever be before us when 
we come to the Lord, Andif the con{cience play booty in concea- 


ling, or excufing them, the foule mutt goe to the candle of the Lord 
which fearches the bowels of man, and begge light to difcerne, 


and {trength to convince it felfe of them,and the curfe due to them, 
till the foule be even caufed to ftoppe her owne mouth, and give u 


her weapons of defence, ftanding as mute and guilty before God, 


that place, Here onely this: It were good forus to makeufeboth 


Helpes to 
fearch. 
i. 


-fciences, for what finnes we are faint on the fudden, to forfake and 


of them. Concerning which worke of fearch, becaufe I fpake in 
generall in the firt Chapter of this Treatife, I remit the Reader to 


of our beft friends and worflt enemies, if wee would know our © 


felves : and not wholly be our owne judges. Our friends perhaps 
{ees us better than we our felves, {py out our fecret haunts, loofe 
liberties,declining in our zeale, and falling to our pleafures, loving 
them and fuch baie 

fake, more than Gods fecretcompany, or his fervants, So alfo our 
enemies fometimes might tell us our fecret corruptions: As he once 
who fought with his enemy, fearcht out that impoftume which his 
friend could not. Yea Gods crofles ( as great enemies as we thinke 


a them) ifwe would hearken to their voyce, would tell our hearts 


efently, what the finne is which God aymes at: perhaps unfruite 


pr 
fall deadnefle under blefied meanes of grace, dallying with the 
dinances, neglect of our family ; carthlinefle, and walkingloofely @ 
with God. And although wee fhould not neede to feeke out tofpy’ 


the faults of others for lacke of our owne : yet it were a good wa 


to fearch our ownein the glaffe of the finnes of thefe times, the def- | 


perate formalnefie of men, and abhorring of any more religion than 


~ willrunne in the ftreame of our cafe and wills ; Idolatry, contempt 


of the beft examples, To end, if ome of us would but aske our con 


-turne backe upon the Sacrament for feare of fhame (when yet pef- 
haps wee came into Church with purpofe to receive) it were 


companions as become us not, for our pleafures: 
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Cc and thetriallthercof. 


not amiffe. And fo much for this judiciall part, 
The next is the foule part, or the affecting, And here in the firft Fe | 
place is required a broken mourning heart for finne being thus fear- > aa 
ched out, and that with uprightneffe and tendernefle, as Zachary 
de{criteth it: They foal (ee him whom they have peirced, and 
as one that mourneth for bis fonne and heire . yea, they fhallbe in bit- — | 
— terneffe (note the phrafe) that is, godly forrow fhall foke and fape 
them, they fhall be in the power of it, fo that it fhall over-rule 
them, they fhall not eafily thake’ it off ; yea it fhall be exceeding 
forrow, as that of Hadrimmen for the fadde loffe of Jofa: and fur- 
ther it fhall be fervent and fincere, both fignitied by the fecrecy of — 
it, husband apart, wife apart, and family apart ; as wee fay, Hee 
mournes truly that mournes without witnefle, Such a forrowfuch 
teares, hearty and unfaigned, not ina moode, comming from a full 
heart, impotent and powring it felfe out before God plentifully, 
becaufe it hath greeved the Spirit of fo good a God, fo patient and 
longfuftering ; I fay fuch a one is the true badge of repentance : 
~ which iffues from faith. W herein either teares are abundant, as at i. 
Bochim or Adizpeb when the people drew buckets before the Lord: Iudg.2,4. _ 
or elfe in the want thereof, the heart fhedsteares of bloud, and the : 
foule fighes under a burden which fhe cannot well utter. This for- 1 Sam.7,6, 
row ufpally beares the name of repentance as being a majne'‘com~ 
panion infeparable from it: and that true eating of fowre hearbes 
of him that ate the Pafleover : which hearbes grow no where, fave 
inthe garden of grace. Onely the love of that God whom the foule 
hath difhonored even in the middeft of mercy, and when fhe peir- 
ced the Lord of life, chen was, she Lord willingly peisced to death 
by her, that fhe might live, 44.2,37. 1. fay, this love onely, can 
melt a heart of ftone, and breake it m. pieces, fo that it'cane 
‘not but repent, whereas before by the hardneffe-ofheart; defpifin | 
patience of God, it could not repent. True fearch of heart will Rom,2123 
true the belly tremble, and rot- 
_ tennefieto enter into the bones, that it may-finde peace inthe da 
of trouble, Yea as the Lord turned the «a of Leb, when 
rayed for his friends : So, in this throug mourning ofheart, the © 
ds turnes the captivity of the foule and converts it to, bimfelfe. 
No terrours of conicience can foftenan hard heart; but rather, 
will harden it and binde it up to greater hardnefle: As we fee, an 
may breake abell in gobbets fit to be melted : but the fire 
onely can melt them, that fo they may be mouldedanew, Sothe 
love 


Rom. 


biol. 


love of God can‘onely effect this mourning after God, and broken 


— 2Confellion, “Secondly, the heart thus broken breakes out into confeffion ; and 


-finne, and nourifht an hard heart, my bones were confumed, and 


where, and all to make up an ihgenuous confeffion againtt it felfe. 
with the heart ofa Traytor,fhould with fo high an hand, with fich 
vaine glory, pride, earthlineffe, efpecially unbeleefe, or as the cafe 

yea that I fhould finne againtt fuch mercies and longfuf- 
fering of God 


-fcandall of Religion, and hardning of many in the like finnes } Oh 
Woefull wretch, how fhall 1 looke thee in the face! Thus cone 
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heart, a moft welcome facrifice to God : om ypu the foule can- 
notbeteame the Lord,herfelte to be offered up unto him, Rom, 


(as Ho/ea faith )takes words unto herfelfe to her forrow : 
tor confeffion is the true vent of godly forrow. Ihis confeffion is | 
an uttering and powring of the heart out to God, when once for-_. 
row hath filled it to the brimme : and therefore in all thofe texts al- 
molt where we have examples of forrow, confeffion followes im- 
mediatly. Confeffion (without this open, full, and afteéted heart ) 

is as fapleffe and barren a thing andasunfavorya formality as can 
be :Onely this broken heart will breake out into open and ingenu- | 
ous confeffion, which elfe keepes the impoftume within her felfe, 
and hides it. Thus David {weetly, P/a/, 32. faith, While I hid my 


the fire burnt within me; But when my heart thawed, then I ace © 
knowledged my finne, that is, powred out my foule in confeffion, 
and thou forgaveft mee the iniquitie of my finne. This confeffion 


_ is fampled by the matter which is fearched out,and according to the 


forrow which the heart conceiveth : and by both becomes a moft 
bumble, plaine, tender and hearty expreffing of finne to the Lor d, 
notonely in the fubftance,but the circamftances of aggravation. Its 
no mincer or lefner of it, but tothe uttermoft enlarges it againft 
her felfe : according to either the greatneffe, the extention and ef- 
fects, the hainoufnefle of it by the perfon committing it, the 
fon againft whom, the heart wherewith, the time when, the place 


Oht that’ one under fuch meanes of mercy, even in coole bloud, 


fpirituall wickednefle offend the Lord (fay it be by uncleanenefle, 
-by living in a courfe of unprofitable hearing, hypocrifie, formality, 


leading me to repentance, and that to the horrible 


fion turnes up the bottome of the heart, with fhame-& deteftation, & 
yea,treading it felf under Gods feet as unworthy to breathe in fis & 
aire,or looke up to heaven: and makes it {elf vile and odious, ring ; 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 


her {elfe,.faying, True Lord, thy judgements are juft: If thow 
_ fhould’ make all my dayes miferable, 1t were but jaft, if all wrath 


Crar.é. andthetriall thereof. | 
paring it (elfe in her filthinefle, with the pure eyes of God. See the ate. 
confeffions of the holy men in Scripture, (Exra, Davia, lob, Panl, 5. oa 
and other) confounded in themfelves for their finnes, | 

Thirdly, the foule having thus arraigned and imdited her felfe be- Piabs1.3. 
fore God, doth receive fentence againft her felfe pronouncing her 0b 42,2. 
- felfe by her guilt, to lie juftly under tke vengeance of God for her “See prs 
-finne : and doth juftifie God in all his fayings, that he may be righ- bencitig ee 
teous (whatfoever become of her ; ) Yea fhee brings her felfe even fae, > 
~ tothe fuburbes of hell, as fhe deferves : looking at Gods glory a- Pfal.51.4. 
bove her owne redreffe, 1 his exceeds any repentance of an hypo- >,5am.24.17, 
crite : whofe terrors and confeffions are but to vomit up the mor- Pa 
félls which loade the heart for the prefent, but after are welcome ; - 
This I fay, is the third ftep : So to condemne her felfe as to appland 
_and juftifie Gods fentence : Ifhe fay, fhe is a Traytor, fhe grants it; 
if he fay fhe is cut off, and accurfed, fhe confefleth it righteous : in 
all the tuiet accufings and judgings fhee prevents him and judges — 


_ atonce fhould feaze upon body, name, minde, confciertce, goods, 
wife and children, all were jult, yea whatfoever isnot hell, is mer- 
cie : hell it felfe being but juft : and under this confuzion and heape 
of guilt and wrath fhe lies, as one held downe with it ; as-one that 
lies under the ruine of fome peece of building, falling upon and op- 
prefling of his body. As we fee oddes betweene a face made white — 
with colours, and appalled witha difeafe : betweene a vizard and 
a countenance confumed and worne with lying bedred : 
which (though no man {peaks ) utters its’ owne weakeneffe. 
And this fpirituall fubjetion of a penitent heart lyingunder her 
_ finne and fhame,the holy Ghoft much exprefles true repentance by: 
faying of Ephraim, 1 was as an heifer that knew no yoake, but af- 1.18. 
_ ter Iwas corrected I turned : yea I fimote upon my thigh, yeaI — 
was afhamed and confounded. becaufe I bare the reproach of my 
youth, This holds the pearking proud heart of man, under the hand — 
of God wholefomely : and fometimes the anguifh and confeffion 
of the foule workes upon the “te : fo David and /o6 tells us, that 


pfal.32,4, 


the wrath of God turned his moifture into the drought of Summer: pfal;6.6,7 
That his flefh wasas a bottle in the fmoake : that it was confumed, 
loathed deinty meate, and was brought to the grave. By whichwe | 
‘muft not conceive pangs of but the wounds of thecon- 
finne, and wrath as wrath, fo 


fcience undgr the guilt of fin as 


5 
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the more bitter by how much inore fuftained by God in the hope of 
ardon: for all true Repentance, yea each feede of it prefuppofes 

ome feede of true faith in pardon. | 

Thefourth, The fourth and laft in this kinde is Indignation and holy revenge _ 

Indignation. ofa mans felfe, as hisowne greateftenemy for his finne : Which | 
followesupon the other, becaufe the foule that loves God, hates 
- whatfoever refiftes his righteoufneffe : and as it doth hate finne in 
others, foefpecially inher felfe, becaufe it knowes it felfe bef: 
which zeale and anger againft finne doth not onely ftand in a meare 
ang of patfion ind diftafte, but even in a revenge of it felfe upon — 
both it felfe and finne and all inftruments thereof, in token of utter 
deteftation. And why ? becaufe it meanes no more to meddle with 
it; for if it did, it could not attaine to this degree. Firft it conceaves 
atrueenmity again{tthe finne sma as finne, and oppofite to the 
Image of God, be it greater or fmaller, and the deeplier,as it difho- 
noures God molt deepely. This isa worke of the Spirit putting a 

contrary principle intoa man, to hate that which heeloyed, and: 

+ love that which he hated, a thing which to flefh, is impoffible, for. 

ome no man ever hated his owne flefh. As it was with David, that no-: 
thing could caufe him to hate 46/o/on : neither rhe murther of Am- 

non, nor deflouring of his Concubines, nor treafon againft his own 
Ee : fo it is witha naturall man, nothing'can fet oddes between | 
aim and his lufts, the amity with them is fo rooted. When there- 

_ foretrue enmity is fer betweene fin and the foule, that it can fay, 
Lord I hate it, yea as my rankeit enemy, its a worke of the Spirit : 
for before it counted him her enemy, who fought to fow the lealt 

_difiention betweene fin and her feife. Then fecondly, fhe hath in- 

| dignation againft her felfe for fin : We know how our nature isgi- 
| ven to mifcall our enemy; So doth a repenter mifcall himfelf, Thus 

the Corinthians are {aid to revenge themfelves for that bolftering up 

73+ 2+ the inceftuons perfon in his fin : and Davidcalled himfelfe ( not 
a pang but cordially) a wretch, a foole, a beaft for his diftruft of the. 

Rom.7,24. promife, Paw/alfo O miferable man {| And this revenge reacheth 
_ to thevery inftruments of fin, that they may never provoke the 

A&t9,t9, fove tothe like any more. As we may fee in thofe, 44.19.19.who 

; eltroyed their curious bookes of Witchraft, amounting to 4) 
great value, Yea laftly, the foule of a penitent revenges it felfe by 
intercepting all provifion of old lufts, and denying it felfe the lawe 
fulleit liberty (if tending to occafion the finne) as 106 would vOW 

‘that hee would pot feede his eye with fo much as looking at @. 


> 


> 


{ 
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maide, to cut off luft: fo farre would hee be from fulfilling it, Prov.s,8. 
And. Salomon bids the young man to balke the way, and not fo : 
much as tocome neere the {trange woman, Thisis to beare the Mat,:8.8, — 
voluntary markes of Chrift, even to cut off the right hand, and | 
ea out the eye that offends, And this for the fourth point of af- 
The third and laft is the life part, or the part of practife. And The third. 
therein a repenter doth ewo things, 1. Renounces his finne, 2, Re- The life. 
turnes to the Lord. Reade E/ay 55,7. For the firft, What werethe, 55,7. 
other two, but meere equivocation, without this ? This is called a Either tn re- 
_ departing from iniquitie ; a forfaking of our evill way and workes; nouncing fin. 
~ and is ufed by the holy Ghoft as a defcription of repentance. When | 
— the foule fo falls out. with fin, as that it fues a divorfe; and abhor- : 
reth a Reconciliation, Saying with David, Remove farre from mee Plal.itg.29. 
all the wayes of decest, This isthe foules utter refigming up all her ao 
_ rightand poffeffion of finne : fo that as fhe who hath given up her 
right to her land, never lookes to bea the better for it, nor 
to receive one penny maintenance by it, fohere. And this is very 
materiall, For finneis like an old harlot which will plead welcome. 
after a long intermiffion, by old familiarity and {weetneffe. As that 
harlet which 4x/tine an{wered: when fhe met her lover and told 
him it is I,He an{wered,but I am not I, When all unlaw full gaines 
in fhops and trades, old bafe company; and unlawfull games: when 
old ftollen pleafures and waters offer themfelves ina golden cup, _ 
fayings How canft thou want us ? Then for the foule to anfwer by 
wofull experience, how dare I buy repentance fo deare? How ' A 
dare I returne to that I have abhorred ? What fruit have Thad of Rom.6,21- 
thofe things, whereof I am afhamed ?: Doe | haltento woe,.thatI 
repent me of my repentance ? When dchifh faw David-togoe ae Sam. 27,12. 
Saul and beare armes againft him : Hee told him; Now 
‘ had made himfelfe ftinke in Sax/s noftrils, he fhall rerurne no. 
a more. How odious were it then for thee to returne ta thatfinne,, °°. 
which the Lord hath caufed to ftinke in rhy noftrils ? An hypocrite 
= j§ would fainetea repenter, but he would keepe that which cuts the 


me throate ofrepentance : As David would faine be King of Y/rae/ and 
keepe his crowne,but his firlt queftion is, 1s the young man Ab/alon 
alive and fafe? W hat abfirdity was here? Or how could thefe rwo 
ftand together ? But repentance anfwered as Cu/bi did, WW 


2 Sam,18. 25, 


the enemies of the Lord were as he is Hee is thruft throuch and 
difpatcht, never to trouble thee with his treafon more. coh te, 


renouncing 
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renouncing of evill ftands ar the elbow of repentance, and when / 


the old remnants of Inft fuggeft to the foule how fweete ir is, to 
rnder-hand fome fweet partnerfhip with finne, asuncleane. 
nefle; againe fhe prompts ft this, How fhall thofe thataredead to 
Rom.$,2, live any more therein Caft downe this painted /exabel/, Caft 
Kings 993% ourthis Idoll tothe Batts and Moles, Take no more thought for her, 
~_ renounce her not onely in her felfe, but in all her colours, thifts, 
and occafions : play hotthe foole, to follow thy harlot, but keepe 
'clofely thy heart to a finall divorce, and {o profper. Say thus, In my 
Rom.7,25- wnrenued part I feele trong motives to returneto folly : But my 
a ; 4 deare friend repentance will not fufter me | I feele an hundred fold — 
“ee gaine for this iture of my Iuft: Idoe not forbeare finne asa 
ave, but I have boote in beame within me, The Lord Iefas hath 
{poken peace to me, that [ may not returne to it, ied 
The latter part of the practife, is, returning _ “ Lord, For re- 
Ofteturning Penting is no ltaggering betweene two : its no darke carriage, fas 
to ftanding in of fome vices, than the practife of ver- 

— tues, But,an apparant turning from the one that it might returne to 
the other : not to one or two duties, but to the Lord ; univerfally, 
entirely, equally and faithfully, uprightly, and conftantly, accor- 

- ding tothe meafure of mercy received, And by this phrafe the ho- _ 
ly le hott uftally urgeth repentance. For why ? returning to God is 


cie : as proceedes toacleaving clofe to him in all his revealed will § 
and wayes, with comelineffe, without feparation ; drawing dayly | 

ftrength from the love of God tafted and renued, to hold the foule — 
to God with fuller purpofe of heart, without revonltings; Asthe 
Loadftone pulls the irnn to it felfe by a fecret inftiné, and {0 holds 
Rom.7,22. it clofe ; fo dath the love of God atttatt the foule to God, and ft 
Ken itto him with delight, counting his yoake eafie and hisbut- § 
Bhay den light. It fides with God, ttands for God, the defires of het 
fouleare.td him, his wayes and ends ; yeathe remembrance of hit 
name¢. I¢ feekes God, balkes no knowledge or information of his 

Luke 1,6. will, wherein he will be worthi d, even in all commandsand 
ordinances, both in the immediate fervice of the rwo firft, avintht 
inediat of the third: Renuing covenant duely with him, where any 
breach hathbeene, and looking more narrowly to her pathes, by 
occafion of flips. Not fleetine off the fit and fweete, leavirig the 
reft : Bit taking Gods worke as it lyes, the hardeft duties of fefft 
deniall and bearing the croffe ; afivell as the eafielt ; diligent - P 


2 Cor.7,35- 


firch’a clozing with God inthe promife of reconciliationand mers 


4 

Bay 

| 
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thofe meanesufing, which ferue either to purge out corruption, or | 
to nourifh goodneffe ; obferving and favoring all occafions offered, 
todraw nearer to God in the llowfhi of his graces, and. inthe i 
 increafe of holineffe. And to this courfe fhe endeavours (as \infirmi- 
tie will admit) to tend the aime and ftreame of her fpirit, her 
thoughts and affections, without wearinefle walking with God, 
till he come unto her, watching to it, girding to it, and ftanding. | 
with her loynes girt and lamps burning, that at the comming of the Luke 12.3 5, 
Lord fhe may be found faithfull and well occupied, And thus much | 
fora view ofa Chriftian ordinary practife of repentance, fo farre 
as I thinke meete for this place ; leaft any pretending willingnefle 
to try themfelves, fhould alledge they know not how. 
The fecond followeth,that is, the of repentance by occa- Thez. 
fion of revolting from God. For we have hitherto {poken of repen- 1" revolts, 
tance, rather as it is Gods way, than as many finde it to beorpra- 
tife it. They have many ftarting holes, and goe in and out of order | 
av horfes out of their traces ; yea many. make the way of God oT 
nothing elfe fave a falling fickneffe, ever a falling and arifing, as = 
thofe in Jadges did ; which the Lord abhorres, Sometime by their Iudg.4.and 6, 
fecret and inward declinings of heart & {pirituall wickedneffe and 294 7,8.&c 
. infidelity, hypocrifie, formalitie, and timeferving fecurity, pride, | 
&c.Sometime by morall open falls into worldlinefle, uncharitable- 
 neffe, ftrong — and Jufts, neglect of the meanes, In this cafe, 
_ the Lord hath provided a — of recovery, and redreffe of 
fuch falls ; for fhalla man fall and not arife ? Shall he lie ftillin the — 
flough as an Affe under his burden ? No, but repent of his backefli- rer 8 4. , 
_ dings, and make up his breaches, and make peace againe. But how? Ierj,14. 
_ (may fome fay ) is thistobe done? I will givea fore draught of ca 
this alfo, and fo draw to application of the whole, by way of trial, ae 
Know then,that for fubftance,this repentance isno other,thanthe , 
former : onely it differs in cireumftance.And for the better concei- 
of it, obferve thefe particular aéts of it, Firft,dsthe Lordfh- _ 
_ftaines his people fo, even by that feed of his in them, that they 
Not totally fhake out the Spirit,nor yet powre out themfelyes fo far . 
into fin as to finne ae a full bent and {treame of foule, bute witha _ 
checke and when confcience is awaked by any 
word or worke of Goduponthem,they are kept from extremity of 
utrer sa em Corruption through the malice of Satan,is alwayes Efay 28 
hisighe. utter deferting of God,and that they are caft outof 
nig Hight. As we fec in thofe pangs of the belt of Gods children int tonah 2.4, 


Scripture, 
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Lam.3,18, 


Yona 2956 


Lim,3,19. 


3 Branch. 


difmail and finall defertion of God ,as Saw/, [udas; and others + {00 


Pfal,x1g.52. David, even in his agonies when (to his feeling) the Lord had 


Efay $4,8,9. is eternall Even as the covenant with Noe(as the Prophet {peakes 
The Lord Tefirs being made fin, all fin for the elect, fin of offence 
fin of revolt; ‘they dare not abridge his merit, andthereforecom 


God, forfaken for atime in captivity: all which werebytemptas 
tion, brotight fo the graves brinke, and to themfelves cut off from _ 
the land of the living : and 'to fay, No, no. There isno hope, Here 
then the firft worke of returning to God, is, To ftay and ftop them- 
{elves in this headlong ruine ; and by fome glimpfe of Goda far off — 
tobe kept from utter dafhing in peeces. Thus wee fee in all thofe 
examples ( if we looke into the texts)thatthe Lord wrought aftop — 
of defpaire : /ena in the Whales belly, and in his horrors, yet ftayes 
up himfelfe by an hope: Yer (faith hee) I will loake backe to 
thine holy Temple : and the Church in the Lamentations, confide- _ 
red and felt the gall and the wormewood, (that is, that God fmote' 
her not to cafther of, but to draw her to repent) and fo thee had 


Seriy re, Hez. thia, David, and others; yea in thé Church of: 


hope. It cannot be thus with the reprobate: who as they fall totally, 


fo they want an eye to fee God in their horrors, but apprehend as) 


that they are feat away packing from the prefence of God without 
pitty, and left to what ends themfelves chuze, even oft to lay viow 


Tent hands upon themfelves, the Lord not caring what becomes of! 
them. It isnot fo here But fome light is given rothem that fee 
meaning in the afli@ing of their foules with wrath, not that! 


he might give thein a tafte of hell a comming : but that hee might 
pinch thei toreturnehome, andturnethem fromthe pit. 
_Secondly, the Lord addes amore cleare fight of himfelfe to his 
fallen fervants, and caufes them more fully to call to minde his 
mercies of old, and thereby to be more fenfibly upholden, This is 
_caufed by a reviving of his feede in them, which cannot die sS0 


forgotten him : yet remembring times paft, was comforted. [An 
hypocrite I know willcatch at thefe things to bane himfelfe, but 
children mutt not be ftarved therefore] They ferioufly weighthis 
That neithet their goodneffe did firft worke their pardon, noryet 
that finne (truely repented of) can cut off their eftate in grace: for 4 
why ? The gifts of God are without repentance: and his Covenant 


ceave the covenant (by this‘ meanes eftablithed,) to be furable. 
then'is the 2.ftep of the return of the godly: The experience of for 


é 

j 
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| 
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which fin cannot cut off the elect from) they much tore aré ftayed 
ts 9 By which meanes fhee fees, that even 'thefinnes of deep: 
hardnefle of heart yeelding to temptation and the violencé of Luft,’ 
fecure lying {till for a time in fine ; or other finnes, “as falling ‘to: 
embrace the world, cleaving to bafe fellowship in evill,are-yet cu’ 

gable revolts with God; and there is balmein Gi/ead for them, to’ 
heale them: not toencouragethe fouletotemptGodfurther,bue 
in the fenfe of bottomeleffe mercy toreturne home forever,asO=- 
by occafion of his running away, became better to Philen Philem.1 

_ The third fteppe is, that grace in the children of God fallen,doth The third 
cleere up the underftanding from that confufion which finne elfe poe: | 
would caufe in them, and d: them from God, and from wy ! 
heart toreturne. Thus it is with the hypocrite : his minde doth fo: 
refent the multitude of finne, in fo intricate a manner, that it con- 
Meir the {pirit, and caufes him to thinke, that his finne is above: 
pardon, T 
the woefull courfe which he hath runne,adding drunken= 
nefle co thirft, and heapinz-up wrath the day wrath, that 
he is as one who hathrunne out above his ability topay;andthéres 
fore his booke of accounts. isatkefome to caltover: it is death to 
him to thinke of it. Thus it was with Cain : each hundred of yeares 
that he lived, the debt of hisimurther was fo ¢nereafed by other 
fiunes and the penalties thereof, that at laft it became inextricable, 
But repentance in the trne children of God caufes the view of fin | 
and the chaine thereof to be prefented with fome hope of forgive~ 4 
neffe ; becaufe although perhaps the con{cience is amazed, yet its “| 
privy to that treachery which the wicked were .catriedby im 
fining. And therefore their finis {aid to be evet before ~ 
are faid to come to themfelves ; Peter is faid to weigh his finne ere | 
he wentout; which argues, that the weight of it opprefied him 
not, This reviving of the minde from the horrour and oppreffion of | 
it, is.a mercie in the midft of fuch mifery,. was infolded Tomah 2, 6; 7 
asin a Labyrinth of Sea, Whale, and Confcience ;_yet.in this gulfe 
hee was not fwallowed up, but conceived in his mindea poflible~ 
' neffe for God to bring order out of his confufion, So that the firtt 
occafion of revolt, the circumftances attending, the degrees follows 
and rather ferve to magnihe siércie, in 
«Keeping the foule from utter Apoftacie the living God; 
_tobeate off the foulefromhope, 


flavery of his defiled minde is fo great when hee Genel: 4.1 77 a 
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Maik. 14-73 repentance in them. It would feeme impofii 


OfSacramentall Repentance, 
| | ‘The fourth(and one of the maine) is the recoveri e 
he fourth ond-broken heart, after long hardnefie by the and. 


ranch, 


baites of fink) Aimoft fweete fruir of the {pirit of election, 
| For it wag not poflible forthe hard heart of Siaw/ 


upon the check of confcience : there was no drop of thefeede of _ 
ible, that Peter and De. 


after {o long a lying in {6 hideous fins, fhould at the firft convi. 
Bion of and breaking through all the barres of his 
fay, Dhave finned. Ir was not in the words {peakting, ( for 
sSam.15,29. Saw/and Indas {pake the fame ) but in the broken heart which ur. 
Mat.2753,4+ téred them, But the caufe was, That grace and mercie, which lay | 
at theroote. Oh} chart 
vowes fooftrenewed, fo bafely handle the Lord , and hazard (as 
much as inthem lay))their ritle to heaven,and fell their birth-right£ 
And yet fhould the Lord renew a fecond Charter, or rather the firlt — 
afecond time Oh | it pierces them to the quick!This chafes away 
the'cloudes of dedolence and impenitencie, and cleeres the coalt a= _ 
The Gfth,. .. «The fitthis, That yet they doe not eafily fhake off their feares: 
Branch, the Lord fo.orders it, that either by his word or workes, they feele 
his wrath for their revolt, {0 feifingupon their confcience, thatit 
doth worke out and purge their corruption(through that 
they. vomituptheir fweete morfels And as one underthe Phyfi- 
hand plying in an hoe Bathe, {weates out the venome of hit 
—— difeafey fois ix witha penitent foule. God mixes gall and worme- 
Wood for them to drinke : Hee caufes them to pofletle the finnes of 
Lam.j.to, forrow, though long fince:committed’; he payt 
them forioldand>new at otice, “makes theit bed'abathe‘of reares 
have caufédeall tharfinne ‘which they dranke in with ‘fich 
inefie, to returne backe withias much loathfomneffe | Then, 
ing under this rack, hee makes them feele in their owne {pirits, © 
howttheir finnes lyes upon-hisfhoulders ; and by their owne pine 
he makey chem confefle Now what my pride,illcoms 
pany, ftollen liberties'come to, and-mutt coft, ere I be rid ofthem 
As Itike fich fawce, fo let mee returne tothe meate againe | I 
I but dallied, I caft arrowes and darts 
Tefus; in But now mee} Now I fee tne 
mutt beers ‘and if F provoke. 
him, itmuftbee tothe confifion of my face. As troubled 
|" Brleved the Spirit of God, fo the Lord troubles mine this day ! The 


fhame, 


fhould after fuch mercy once felt, and 


| 

| 

at 

3 


parlet, wile thou returne tober? Wilt thou nos write ber a Bill of din 


thame, the ill report, the Sorrow and Ring, and’ inward, 


Sixtly, the Lord now in feafon proceédes to ober himfelfeih The 


mife tothis revolting penitent; And that in'two kindes,° Pirft, Branch. 
will heale their covetoufneffe ; 3. mans wife play th : 

vercement tomec, and Iwill veceivethce After dll thy 
whoredenes | And againe; sll heale all their backeflidings, &c.So 


Revelations, chapt.3.verf. 19, Be xealous and amend. Yea the {pirit ler:3.12. 
_ of grace in that falneffe of fatisfaction by Chrift,doth fixand fettle 5: 


fach promifes:upon the foule, fo that then, not as the 

found of many watets, but dwelsupon and digefts them 4s concer- 
ning her : So that they leave not a wanzing concelt,as in prefump~ 
tuous hypocrites, who finne that grace may abound, ‘But they, fo 

faften upon the ife as a reall comfort to cure them of their fal- 


ling fickneffe,. Secondly; the Lord reveales the’ promife to them, 


as the dueorder of their recovery, For-whereas the ungodly doe See Ionah 35 | 


returne to their trade, the fuppofall that their doggifh vomir *"**** 
hall ferve the turne: Loe, the Lord alway comes betweené the 
revolting and repenting of his owne, with a favory application of 
_ the promife : teaching them, that if there were no more bur their 
mourning to make up their repentance; Alas | It would vanifh and 
come tonought, Therefore hee will have them lay hold upon the 

_ promife of free grace, which may quietand cleanfe their conf{ci- 


ence, and reftore them to that former influence which vie had Pfal. $1.0, 


from grace: And although their pipes are {till {er in the welhead, ** 

yet becanfe they are ftopped, the Lord by faith cleeres the paffage 

_ of grace for them, that they may partake that ftrength and encou- 

_ ragement from their head, which may caufe their repentance to be 

— found, and put new hope of holding out into them. | 

___ Laftly by this meanes they keepe themfelves well while they are The feventh 
- fo,and dare not (by that experience they have gotten of {ma fin) branch, 
adventure upon it any more, They abhorre to tempt God, or 


Breve his Spirit againe, but learne wifedome for ever, If thou Rom.6.6,235 


cleanfe this blot, oh Lord fhall fhew forththy mercy and 


convert others, but my felfe fhail be farre from falling at that {tone 


any more. And the truth is, wee done reade of any, who after 


1 King. 22. 
their recovery offended in like fort the 


1, with 
cond time, | hey fo hear- 


Kento the promife, and what the Lord will fay tohis people, that 
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precife ftriétneffe to the fleth to 
the contrary, a Doctrine of def{perate loofeneffe , teaching them 


‘offthe Sacrament tillt 


is, his {peaking 


pace unto them,that they dareno more returnete 
folly,but the reft of their dwelling feare, get that fj 
y heart, Ba (feds he thar, feareth alway. To the {topping of the 
sule mouthes of all cayillers, who abufe this Do&trine with the 
nick-name of licencioufnefle ; being in the Do@trine of 
that beleeve it; and 


that are over fhoes to, rufh over head: and eares. And this alfo 
may ferve for aview to the Reader, of Repentance upon Ree 
Having thus finifhed the ground of Sacramentall repentance, I. 
tieeing that will better one with an 


. fhould adde the rrialls, ; But fc 
née of triall by it felfe, 1 will halten to, the Vfes of the point, and 
tin 


conclude with Examination, The firft Vfe then of this 
_ "Terrour to many, who dare ruth upon this Sacrament without this 
ce } Alas 1. they know not wherein this preparation ftands, _ 
"They take of Repentance no other than the {peaking of three 
swords at their death: gy which reafon they mightas well put 
eydye. As forthe fearch of their fines: 
alas, looke how they have walked, fo they walke ftill, the workes 
of the flefh are manifefte No man neede light a torch to fearch out 
thofe fins which they proclaime, as Sodomie, drunkenneffe, fwea- 
ring, Sabbath-profaning, uncleanenefle, lying, covetoufneffe, and 
all other abominations ; and yet when the Sacrament comes, to it 
they will goe. Their finne is written in their forehead, and lyes 
cluttered in their foules, and unfearch’d from feven yeares to fe 
ven, . Ifany fecke to convince them, (Preacher or friend )theyare 
fo high and ftately, fo jolly and alive, that they are readyto fie in | 
the faces of their reproovers, And as they reverence not man whom | 
they fee, fo much lefle God whom they fee not. Nay, moft of them 
fhunne the light, left their fins fhould be feene.As for any — 
of heart or mourning,alas | they cannot repent by the hardnefleot | 
their hearts, which are become as Flintsand Adamants:and theres | 
fore their trade is,to jultifie ,excufe,to palliateand blanch their vil- 
lanie; : they are feared with an hot iron, and have confciences pal 
feeling. And as their courfe is voide of renouncing any fin ( forn® @ 
fin comes amiffe ) or returning with the Prodigall) fo, in ftead of | 
making up their revolts,their whole life is nochiog clfe but one fal | 
ling ficknefle iftheir courfe were but furvey’done day, how from 


poring to evening they cut out the day, {pending it in the 
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‘of one lut under another, from drinking: to Inft, from that to. 
pleafures, eating,. company, loch and wer 
ealie to elteeme what their whole lifeamountsuntosy oi 
~ Secondly,to thefe Imay joyne another fort of common and car= 2 Sore 
nall or civill Proteftants and Hypocrites, who thinke themfelves 
the beft reccivers:but alas lif repentanse be as I have faid, rooted in 
renovation of the Spirit, planted ina counfe of walking withGod, — 
and redreffe of their falls: then are thefe Phuri/eeras farre off as 
the other Publicans;for they were never rolled upon their leez,and fey 
therefore their tate and filth abides in them, Theyare clofer than | 
the former, but no chafter ; their leaven gs not purged out, {till in 
the midft ofall their hearings, Prayers, and Sacraments, a8 falfey | 
unbeleeving, unrenew'd, and unmortified in ‘heart, tongue, afte Prov.30 tag 
_-€tions as ever : their finne hath feene no light this many yeares,but ~ | 
is kept within as the mizers hoord : Iftheycan with much adoe — 
keepe out of groffe evils, fimper before the honefter fort, andiger 
up their names. once; les them alone to maintaine-cheir opinion 
with flineffe and temporifing fibtilty ;when yet in all thefe wayes 
of theirs, feeming good in their owne eyes, they were never t= 
newe Y repentance : not tofpeake ofa worfe kinde of fome of 
them, who have fo long dallyed with God and,men, till they have 
deceived themfelves, and grow open revoltersiand returners with 
the dogge to their vomits againe, And yet in thefe finnes, either che 
heate of open, or the guilt of fecret wickednefle, who but they 
dare venture upon the Sacrament? 
Ohl yee wilful reproaches,and {pots of Affemblies,(more wot» 
thy of Church cenfure,than private terrour of a pen) how dare yé . 
rufh your felves upon this rock of the Sacrament, and fplit your 
felves in pieces! But perhage fome of you are not fo farre gone:but 
you will fay, Itisa good thing to come to the Sacrament with re- 
_ pentance, and hereafter you hope to repent, but as yet yee finde it 
too hard a taske;hereafter you hope to turnea new leafe,(they goc 
- farre that never turne ) and fall to keepe your Church better, and 
_ heare,pray,& reade good bookes:But oh poore wretch! what wilt _ 
thou do the whileft? The Sacrament is prefent,& callseachmoneth 
of quarter upon thee;Repent,repent, and come;elfecomenotiand 
thy repentance is to come, thou haft nune for the prefent ; what? 
Look’ft thouto be welcome in hope of after-re ting? Whar if 
thou be taken away (as thoufands oh beene, who have hoped for 
more ) before another Sacrament coms Oh. foole 
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Gad for Warring peates of the Sacfamett, and that it will 
Rot ler thee lyeNeeping in thy fidne, ‘bat awakens thee to repens 

_ Oh I plie the worke in Kalvin, if it be poltible thar the wickedne(fe 

oF thy cuittfe may bee forgiven thee ; thén'fhalt thou rejoyce 

inany have done the watch-word of 4 Sacrament, thall 
fend theeto the Law, andto the coveriant for an humbling and 


then {hall thé fealé be (Weetunto thee. But as for thisdallying with 
God for hereafter, alas litis not, becaufe thot meaneft to bring 
at la{t, but to {pin out tithe, and {pare thy felfe a labour of repen- 
ting at afl, For why ? Is it not as tafie for'thee to alleadge it next 
ay thoii Had{t a of thy life (as purpofe) 
Admonition. w whe would thou make of 4 fave to abufe the patience 
God leading thee to repentance, and according tothine hard heatt — 
Rom.2:4, Which tarittot repent, heape up wrath againft the day oF it. Thot 
repentance hereafter, and God is hardening thee 
+ How Mall the clay that lyes in the Stthne be fofter 


Préake Of thy daliyings “Thofe mary peales which both Word 
and Sacrament Have Tans thine cares, have made them deafe, 
and fhaltthdu: a‘deafe care, who'couldit nor with an 
pen God will give cach periitent foule will hee 

etefore give cach finfull dallyer, repentance ? How wilt thou 


wilWwerhim for thyndt renewing thy covenant with him at each 
Sacrament? Whereas thou rather Haft renewed and fealed up to 
: thy foute thy covenant with thy lifts, and made cach new Sacra- 
Deut,29, 18, Meneas abrazén bolt tolock thet nit ofthe roome of repentance, 
19; take thee Worle; adding dronkenneffe to thirft. Comenot 
atthe Sacrament whilt ‘thy falfeheart isin thee : care not thine 
owne bake and condénination ; ‘excommunicate thy felfe (if the 

Church Grthe Mihifter cannor) rill chon tepent, the 

Secoridly, ‘hefeis fharpe reproofe to Gods owne people, for li 
in any ‘fitch bafe , as might blemifh their repens 
tance sand their Sacrament Hendw'thé world 
ready to caft fale upon the belt, Butas for fuch, theit 
iinocencieis theirbreft-plate; and they may take fiach accufations. 
arid ‘wearethem openly without feare, as Job {peakes. No, lonely, 
tpeakte of fuch ay traty ahd defervedly are caft upon profefiors 


lob 31.36, 


convincing oF thy finfull (ule, and hunger after 
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dealings, are hard and fore in their buyings and ines: Orhers 


on a Sabbath) and receive Sacraments duly and often but where 

their fruits? Whereds their repenting, or theit good workes 
Faw many leave their places where the Gofpel isto be fupported, 
and lye in private houfes in the eeooa 


and the poore releeved, | 
king up themfelves in fafbions, taking up portions for their chil 

dren, taking theit eafe and jolliry, neglecting calling’and charity, 
and Living upon their Revenues, without — doing or gi- 
example ; makingit their lifftahearken after newes, or to 


much hearing and Religion in publick, the mouthes of Papis 
again{t Proteltants, as Solifidians, and fruitleffe in good workes, 
So others have God much in their mouth, but breake their promi- 
 fesas as they makethem ; they will and pinch in their 


bee trutted, but timesfervers, and affe&ting che company of 
the fenfuall and carnall, more than the godly ; ye Seer erate in 
their pleafures, loving th¢m more than God,and their wills better 
thanheaven: paffionate and foone ftirred to rage, but hardly ap- 
afed ; if difpleafed, fierce : living in the married eftate very of- 

ively, bringing up their children diffolutely, end the like. Ob? 
confider inthe feare of God, whar difhonour you doe to the Sacra- 
ment, and what bad preparation youmake for comfort there ? If 


any of you be fuch for want of foundnefle, looke to your felves, _ 


and fet Saint /ames his Tru to your eares; Oh vaine man, 
| knoweftthou nor that faith withont workes, and repentance, is 
dead,drie,and faplefic ? Seeft thou not how thou paffeft thy time 


_ feeme nor worfe than thou art ;honour thy faith with fruits, and 
_ layup fuch a Treafure forthy felfe againft thy receiving, as ‘may 
ameete thee there with joy, and give thee more fweete peace than 


all thy-€afe, fafhions, and {ecking thy will can give thee. Remove 


that (Butt) which enemies to profeffion fhout at, zealous, but co- 
vetous, religious, but proud, hatefull,&c. And give Religion the 
entire honour of thy heatt, as well as thy fhewes, & then fhall one 
_ Sacrament beemore truly fweerro thee than many, and Religion 
fhall truly honour thee, aswell as‘thou hathonoufedit. 


Thirdly, it houldinftruct us what neceffity of mourning there 


-1s-for the 
pocrilfi¢, 


gealons as they inthe firlt Table,in hearing Setmons( three ot foure 


improve their wits and brainesin all abilities; and under colour of 


away inanempty, prod, andidle Religion, as unfavory toGod 
& men, as pleafing tothy felfe? Bue ifchere be foundneffe in thee, 


¢ wofull impenitencie and profaneneffe of many, and‘hy-Inftru@ion, 


| 
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pocrifie of others, who make the Sacraments their ordinary diets 
And yer who fhall gainefay them? How had we neede to pray for 
the ancient difcipline of the Church, for the purging of fach? Amt 
the whilesto turne our feaft into a fat of forrow, for the boldnefle 
of fuch {pots ; and the offence caufed by fuch,’ to theri that defire 
the purenefle of the Ordinances ? When Xerxes beheld hundred 
thoufands of fouldiers on an heape,he wept to thinke in how fhort 
a time fo many men fhould be {wept from the earth ; how fhould 
then a Chriftian heart: { which hath prevented ‘that datiger to it 
felfe ) lay to his foule the fad: ipe@tacle of fo many thoufands, as, 
either for lacke of meanes, or elfe under the contempt of meanes, 
~ daily ruth themfelves into hell, and eate and drinke- their owne 
Judgement for wantof repentance? PYRE 
Vial Fourthly, lett be exhortation to fuch as would receive worthi- 
fe 4. ly, to bring repentance with them to theSupper. Let even the ap- 
proach of the Sacrament {mite your tender hearts to thinke how 
poorely yee have profited in repentance, fince your laft receiving, 
Yea, what a.curfory. ceremony their vile hearts would make of the 


Exhortation. 


Sacrament,if the Lorddid not ring this Alarum-bell in their eares, 
1, Sam.12.19- Evenas they, 1 Sam. 12. 19, mourned (in the time of thunder and 
ere lightning ) for all their lewdneffe, but efpecially their asking of a 
King : So at the feafon of the Supper fhould each Chriftian revive — 
his repentance, and mourneas for all, foefpecially the finne of bad 
Grn-41.5. receiving. As Pharae’s Butler could fay, Ths day myfinne comes to 
remembrance; {o fhould every good man fay fadly upon the day 
of the Sactament; Oh Lord, how poorely prepared weht T toit? 
When God revived me a litle, foone forgat Lit: Even asthe foole 
thashath feene his face ina glaffe L:Alas, the old {avourHath 
ned inftantly, I {ee Gods Sactament féafonsme not with feare'any 
long time together ; an hundred toyes have worne off the edge-of 
it from me ;and Lamover head if notin lufts, yer 
calling, bubneffe, liberties, vanities, retaining no thought of my 
there.made revivesyour repentance’ yer’ 
_liyely and, coxdially, than before There is a way f getting ‘and 
mone by the Sacrament than yée.are aware. If yee would & 
eny your felves, moarne for your flightneffe, and brine 
{cale up better care.and covenant withGod, there isno time pall, 
but the Sacrament fhonld arme. youftronghir than ever agaim 


delig 


~ 


Satan and lufts s-frameand to obedience & 
t inthe inner man, prevent 
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fomewhat which forteth well with this point, Yet left-Iofhould 


 Irkefome tothee? 


art thon willing 


fallen, and caufe you to grow ingrace more thanever, © Whichoif 
had once talked, wis thould drive yee from the Sacrament @ 
Or fhould yee come to Church, meaning toreccivejandyerdeparé 1. 
without it? or (which is worfe)igive upvantage:to the-Devilband Le 
the world to fet upon youthe more fiercely by.occafidrpof this defi> 
ling your felves. No furely, but be contitmed in comming,the oft 
Fifthly, and efpecially make we this Vfe 
us Lhave laid down 3 ground bonis 
inthis Chapter, which mightfervefor this ufe, \to'a carefull heart, 
Likewile in the triall of our eftate, Chapt:2 sat the endjI have faid 


leavethe Reader unfatisfied, k tmehere helpe fomewhnar: 
{ecting this triall on worke; fome few; | 
firft, try thy felfe by this: marke."Thou knowelt theSactas Trial 
ment is a reall fetting before thine eyesthebody | 
flaine and crucified. Now it-was propheciédbby Zachary that reperis Zath.12. 107: 
tant foules fhould fee have pierced>diid 
is it then with thee? Doft thou mourne to feerthe 
pierced at the Sacrament ? Doft thowaswelbtakethoyghtforhim 


_asfor thy felfe 2 Is thy heart thinke 


lownefle; and felfe-love:Havei thed hi 
the{pearetopierce him? -brheine nbtt thonidf 


felfe for the ctuelty of the Priefts and do 
{elves being as bad: ) buothat the coftiof thy redémptidn doth bale 
thee, and thy Ginne humble thee.eyén to hells; 
Jord rd lay: {uch his: Sorbie? fin 

‘ome totl daseft tholrnot the! 
Cheilt to thy felte 7: but rather carrieft ailthy beloved: 
iCrofic,thatthey may there lafexher 


the 


Row, 12,93. 
and héart blood 

by any meanesto be 
finnes, not onely moral, but alfo {piritualh, thofe! that doe mbftdes 
file thy {pirit, and vexe the Spiricof grace? Is that Minifiry molt 4. 
welcome to thee, which carrieth ta fearelx theldeprh 
of thy heart When thou cantt overtake thycbtill 
finde out the turnings anditricks of its the 


to keepe thee in fuch a maintaines :felfolmd 
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fle cafe: felfe-deniall and fincerity cant th 
{poyles? Is ixthy fectet prayer, 
Lord would ferthe thee? And countelt thou 


adecre, ftiend: that willxeprove thee? Yea, when thoumighrett 
carry 4 firinc flily, andnonethe wafer; thou one within 
_ that will give thee no peace till it be cafk out? And is fecret finne 
as asopenuntothee? Ablefiedfigne. 
Thirdly, is tae uprightnefit-af ethers the frvants of God more 
though they thinke never fo highly of thee? Feele! thoino 
taces prayfes, when hy hear lls thee, they 
elteeme too well of thee ? And doft thou defire they m thinke 
_ Of thee-asthow art; thatthey might as well pray as prayfe God for 
thee, as being privy that the greatelt part of thy vertues are not the 
leaft part of thy corruptions? Doft thou ftill fee an excellencie in 
menibérs of Chrift shove thine owne ? And fome fuch bafe 
ftafft in thy felfe as oft catifes thy beft graces to be in lefle account, 
Mourning that thou canft not reachthat meafure in vendernefie, 
Jealoufie feeft in others? 


Cor-¢.3. 


Snchenpenenieestrind that which God hath 
good without {wel- 
lity with thankégiving, without pre 
‘And atthongh thou feelelt when evill is pre. 
Lents su ptide, elf, yevthou dareft not biteon Gods glory inthy 
tcurfe. of thine inthe 
thining getting Up into 
frisalifne wile and 
a eas 
hate Gisinéas finne, be.it never folittein thine eye ? 
fake which it refembles, 
Other loathfome, becaufe it is toit? Itisa pood figne. 
Til, when thon feeleft thy heart touch’d for wd 
in 3 ‘dareft thou not ftay there, bat 
benounce it as ® Orrather doth not thy tongue goe 
| Mataé,33. thy heart? Sothat when occafion is offered, it feemes 
when there was none? As vowedo 
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Cuar.é.  andthetrial 299 
his Matter when there was nothing to bor whe there 
was, then to Rick to him was"too hard andhea avy'to him. If ietec 
thus, thou knoweft not thine pacity uni 

Thou: profefleft charthou dareft nor be unrighteous; bit ie fallsot 

thou art convinced of fome bad now chow are’ 

led to renounce it,that is, to make fuch a fatisfaction as thot eles oe 


damnified, not teing thihtowne jadge, tut as they whe tre if 
thinke bette If thou free in renouticing, when 


by open confeffion, or loffe‘by reftitution lyes upon it, it isa 
figne ; elfe thine heart playes booty; | 
*Seventhly,are the finnes of others, die forrowes of the-Chr 
fenfible; itter, arid aidto heart: by thee, as thy “Ane 
canit thou drowne: both other. and forrowes of 119: 
inthefe ? Andaccordingly to thy affections, ‘fo are thiy pray 
endeavours, procurements for the peace of the 
her miferies, and thofe thar cafe it? And2canft thou’ fi Forget thy 
and thy bafinelt for this joy 20b 
ficcours aid fupports of'thy fine, which 
to thee, if grace did not gainefay? As'for exampl 
thou in the chiefe of that ‘cat of thy hand 
and intercept this fitell UF th even thy 
onthy felfe, and 
beene the fulfilling: Wi? Iisa 
Ninthly,if God oF his,abe 

thon ‘feelelt a frife ; onthe! one Tide ‘thee 
therete greater truths to fer; euthouldelt finde 
more comfort than in that trath 4Héu art for: an the 
other fide, thou-carift not deny theteffer trnth to be-atruth ; infach 
acafe, to bee willing'to for any truth, commending thy y felfe 
to God, and craving that thou triaiftnot bee dfftaid to. For 
called to it : yea, tocount the price of any truth to ex-. 

ceede thy belt contentments ; it isa good fiene 

Tenthiy, if not onely ‘thy knowledge doe fway theetod Teall 

‘but thy conftiencealfo. if there be wrought thee,not 
generall aweofGod, buealfo aquickning power,atting;and 
thee forth to the lively deli m good,and’hatred of evil, 
(whereas an hypocrite hath only eadshearted knowledge withe 
a good figne, ~when-the: experience 

thou 
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Rom.t0.4, 


Confolation, 


-cannot fay:much for our repentance. Well, but I demand of 


| es them: elookes at that, which is good and his owne in them, 
- Wweake : That mult be thy chiefe Robe to cover thee, though thine 
Tefolveupon a forfaking of finne, but it falutes them againe pre- 


-*» that you are fo mourneleffe, and: yoware not dead 
_ Which is crooked # Revive theédge, and furbith the blade of yout. & 


396. Repentance, Parga? 
Gnhe and of grace js not dead, >butaRitring experis 
tis I might bec larger; bur [leave the Reader, ty 
callect ovhers | from-former By. the paw judge of che 
Lion, Thus much forshesriall of revived tepeatance at the Sacra- 
Lally, this Doctrine pffordsus ufe.of Confolatiop,, which be, 
longsto.all the poore feryants,of Ged,that-cannot(as they would) 
ynfort themfelves in theintriall ofrepentance. Oh I fay they, our. 
ife js a continuall revolting from God, but rare repenting : If (fay 
they.) repentancebe. duch a thingas ftands in the renewing of) the 
foyle the ordinary practice of the life,and recovery.ont of our falls, 


thee, Arethefe. wrought inshee; for the kinde? Is rhere a found 
heart though much weakeneffe ? Then thy weakenefle 
not fiunder thee and the: Lord.ag the, Sacrament. But why then( will 

fay ) doe you pretle repentance. fo (tri@ly Lanfwery 
urge repentance in, perfection here, for thatis for heaven’; but to 
Provoke all. beleevers. to the greatelt meafure that they can here 


nnto. And let, fuch be comforted, . that the Sacrament be- 


ngs to, ther their, further. increafe, Itis as if'a poore Lazer 
ould have fard, He tkep ‘into the when 
Angel had. roared. the water; Oh! but ifthe poole ferved to 
héale uch an one, it had beene a wrong to have depr ived himfelfe 
, by that argument which rather ferved to encourage 
h 


of the yy: 
him. {ees not the unavpidable defects of his owne, norim- 


a bythe bad which is theirs, In this cafe thy faith mutt 
fulfill the righteoufnefle of the Law, when thine owne is too. | 


under-garment be worne and thinne. Oh { but they cannot maurne 
(they fay their hearts are dead and fenfeleffe; no Code doe they 


fently. They keepeno Covenant almoft which theyrenewat the § 
Sacrament. Well, I praifé.you not for this: yet hope you mourne, 
you feele it, Strengthen the feeble hands, and make ftraight. that 


Tepentance, But to refufe the meanes of your growth and increafe, 


stant 
| 
> 
rae | 
| 
ba 
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Will of the foule, afcribing to it an higher feate, than an appetite 
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thefeforé you mult ftarve your felves, Nay rather, you 
neede ftrength ; Goe to the Sacrament that your 
complaints may be fewer; abltaine not, becaufe you feele canfe of 
complaining.For fo you may adde oyle to the fiame,and the Devill 
will rejoyce, but to be fure your {elves fhall be the greateft lofers. 
And touching the erial 


CHaP, VII. | 
Sacramental Love,and the trial hereof, 


Come now to the fourth grace required of all 
takers of the Lords Table,which 1s Love, A moft maine is Lo 


grace for the Sacrament,and of {peciall familiarity with 
it, And for the better conceiving hereof, I fe Entry? 


what this Love is : fecondly, I will prove the truth of the point by 

Scripture and Reafons ; thirdly, I will make ufe of the Doétrine, 

and therein I will propound the trialls of this grace. Premifing ftilk 

this caution, that as needefull a grace as this is, yet I make it not of 

that effentiall nature for the very act of receiving as Faith, though — 

otherwife moft neceffary for the Supper, becaufeit is that grace 

which improves and beautifies the whole Communion of Saints, _ 

and much more the Communion (for fo we callit)ofthe Supper, 

_ For the r. of thefethree : Sacramentall love ( differing no other= : What 

wife from the grace of love,than as desig | of it differs fromthe - 

a* nya a grace of the Spirit in the foule of man, andthe 

daughter of faith, renewed by occafion of the Sacramentin all true 

 -geceivers yer they are founited unto all that are their fellow- 
members, that they enlarge themfelves to all occafions of their 

goods for the ends of Communicn. In this defcription are fix di- 


inct things : 1. The. Author of it : 2. The etting caufe : 3. The Stx things id 


circumitance of reviving : 4. The forme or beeing of it: 5, The 
act of it: 6. The end it propounds. For the firft, I call ita fanctify- 


Ang grace of the Holy Gholt in the foule, Vfnally we plant Lovein 1 A grace OF 


the Affections and concupifcible part: But here I plantit in the the Spitgee 


or paflion, as being grounded in the choyfe and purpofe of the 


and 
£9 


foule, and planted by a farre ftronger agent than affe@tions are, 


of Repentance fo much, 


( God willing )to handle thefe three things. Firft, I will thew Three things 


} 


vej 
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¢ 
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toan higher end : But of this I fay the leffe. That the {pirit is the 
Gal.s.2%. -qvorkman ofit, appears by dire Scripture, gives ic the birth. 
wight of all fruits of the Spirit, The frwites of the Spirit are lovr, 
Rom. 5.5, joy, peace, &c, And the like he faithin fundry places, For the 
p 
rit fhedding the love of God into the barren and hateful heart of 
man, pocer at it co conceive like love tothem who are begotten,as 
that was in him thac begat, Hence that of our Saviour : Thon evig 
Math. 18, 32: farwant, “Did not forgive thee all the acht, even of many Talents? 
How then oughteft thou to forgive him the debt pence? Till (then) 
the foule bee feafoned with the love of Godin pardon and holi- 
| neffe, both to fave and fanétifie : it. cannot poffibly love his brother 
fob  {pirieually, Cana rufh grow without mire ? Orcan love bee in 
us, tilla principle of the Spirit infufe it. Itis commended by the 
Joh,13-34: Lotd Iefus himfelfe, 4 sew Commandement give I unto you,that yee 
Rom13.y. dovecacherher, All the Lawis fulfilled init: It is infinitely mag- 
& 10. nified in all the Scriptures, in 1 Cor, 13. It is defcribed by abun-. 
| ~ dance of both negative and pofitive roperties, all which fhew the 
Bo originall te bee divine. But efpecially in the firft Epiftle of Saing 
3.11, Joba, where it is made firft the charge of God, Secondly, the 
ont & 4.7, {pring and birth of God. Thirdly, a marke of the Ele& and faved, 
chat which efpecially is occupied about brethren, firch as 
are borne of God, members of the militant Church : All thefe are 
gue of what kinde and {eede it is ; not of flefh, nor of the will of 
‘man, but of God. 
| _ Todifcerne this Coyne of heaven from all counterfeite ftampes 
inthis kinde, There isadeepe vicious love contrated by the fel- 
lowfhip in finne ; Simeon and Levi, brethren inevill: yea, this 
is almolt as ftrongand deepe as hell, Theeves have their | 
and drunkards their love, union and fellowfhip, yea {worne ) 
therhood. The {pirit of errour and herefie is {trong to linke the 
; heart in love : yea, Iefuites are fo knit to their Catholicke league, 
_ Cor. death cannot diffolve it, And yer Pas/implyes, that this may 
es wanttrue love. Men havea garifh humour of love and pangs of @ 
afietion, fothat in a moode, they pretend the greateft love, but 
~on the fndden, they either ftabbe each others, or elfe hate eacho- 
ther more than ever they loved.Asthe bands are whichtye men, & 
fo is their love. Carnall lufts, gaine, fweetneffe of manners, po- & 
litick refpects to make ufe ofeach other, naturall regards, likenefle 
manners, or difpofition of foothablenefie and 
.courtefie derived from Parent to Childe, or a civill love, 


4 


3908 Of Sacramental Love, 


that 
 festothe 
bath given bim/elfe forus, as an offring of Sweet favour, Sa ine, 


amdthetriall thereof. 
+» an entercourfe of mutuall offices, (love me,and I will love thee) 
pa like; allofthemare a fortof love which Religion doth 
not difanull, but feafon and fubordinate in the elect, to this fruit 
of the Spirit, evenas the of the naturall and fenfible fuule- 
are fubject to reafon. A Chriftian hath other love, yet from a bet- 
ter principle of fpirituall love, 

The fecond thing is the t, anc 
effe@uall andunfained, Hence Paw/, 1 Tim, 1.5 faith, Love pro~ 
ceedeth from a pure heart, and faith unfaineds and asa workeman 
both makes a toole of his trade, and workes by italfo :. fo faith — 
begets this love, and worketh by it. Now faith in this worke doth — 

two things: 1.It breedsit; 2.Pu 
two wayes ; 1, By an infufing quality : 2. By a perfwading, The ™ 

infufion of it is this: Faith having poffeffed the foule with the 
love of God in reconciliation, diffufeth this love into the faculty _ 


ofthe Will, planting it there,& caufing the {weet thereof to dwell | 


init, Chrift comes not into the heart withont the Spirit of Chrift. — 
Now the Lord Iefis his manhood was filled with this grace of - 
love ;_ the Spirit of the Godhead fhedding it without meafure — 
into him: That from hu fulnef[e wee might receive grace for grace,toh, 1.17, 
_Looke then what a loving heart, tender, merciful, forbearing, for- 
giving, doing ooke, 
gentleneffe, ufefulnefie wasin his heart, that is fhedde into the 
beleever, Now what ‘that was, his whole life fhewed : hee Jo- 
ved and prayed for his rankeft enemies, died for rhofe that crucie 4 
fied the Lord of life, converting three thoufand of them at once : 
hee loved (Mary 
his Difciple moft deerely. See 2.22. Howhce went 
doing goodeven to: all, healin 
This Spirit then of the head is 


about, 
difeafes, preaching, convertin 4 
1s derived to us, to bee a privy marke 
unto us, whether wee are hisorno: for hee thatlovethnot,isnot 
_ of God ; for God is love, and hee who loveth, dwelleth in God, 1 toh.48, 
Secondly, by perfwafton.. For. this fee 2 Cor. 5. 14, The love of & 16. 
Chri$t conftraines us for wee thus judge, &c, Marke : There isa {es 2 Gor. 5.143 
cret in this love, tocaufe us to love one another ; and | 
and good reafon, Thisis that which Pas! pref- 
phefans, Walke sn love as (brift alfohath loved us, and 


365 


‘Put on as the Ele& of God, the bowels o} mercies , kindnefle, farm Col.3.1 3} 


bearing, Why. Even a Cérift forgave yom, fo alfa doe 


ing caufe of it, and thatis Faith >The parent. 


it: Firftitbreedsit, and that Faith breeds 


good to body, to foule : looke what amiablenefle, See A&, 2.223 | 
& Luk. 7,135 
& 23.34.84 
2636. 

wd 


and her and Lazarus, and Toh, 1 | 


* 


ing to all holineffe, butefpecially to this branch, For what adif< 
proportion were it forus, to joynethe body ofa Lyon, fierce and 

fuel, to the héad of'a Lambe, loving and mecke ? What villany 
ss Were it fora man,dealr mercifully withall by his Mafter,totake his 
Bphels.13.' fellow by the rhroate ? If Chrift hath deftroyed enmity, broake 
downe the wall of and made peace for me when I was 
paft hope, how fhouldI love and live with my brother ?- Chrift_ 


This is a {trong difpute from relation of head to mémbets, reache 


ought me nothing but I owe him my felfe.Should I after fuchlove, 
 Philem.19. - ever know any enmity ? Or ifI fhould, fhould not fuch love as this 


quath it for ever ? If I fhould live in heart-burning, jealoufie,bit- 
terneffe,and hatred, fhould I not looke chat the {weet morfell of _ 

mercy fhould come out at my noftrils ? Hence it is, that S, fo 

| ti we this point: Herein is love, not that we loved bim,but he us: 

cloved, God foloved us, we alfo te love oneanother, 


0 


Faith doth purge love from manifold corruption 
by name from thefeeye-fores: Firft, from all partiality. Wee 
From partia~ reftraine and limit our love to {uch perfons_as we our {elves affect 
lity for fome parts and endowments: others are not fo precious in our 
eyes; wee cannot affeé& them, becaufe we fee clofeneffe, harfh- 
neffe, techineffe, pride and felfe, to abound in them. But love is 
 Unpartiall, as well reaching to the undeferving, provoking, as to. 

the amiable (‘in poifft of foundneffe, I meane, though extent may 
_ differ ) and overcomming.evill with good: for the roote of it is 
_. ambhigher thing than felfe-love, and drownes all diftaftes in him, 
From incen- that forgate all our injuries and died for us. Secondly, from all 
@ancic. _‘ inconftancie, Every foole lives in his moode, while the pang la- 
~~ ftech, Butas the torrent is and foone downe, {0 it is with 
many lovers , they are either ashigh as the skies, or as low as hell, 
either men are the beft with them, or worft living.Whence isthis? 


 Gal.x.18. their fickle heart, which wants a bottome. Love caufes the 


3 Folly. foule to be firme, conftant, equall;and if occafions be offered of ang — 
breach, yet foders it up betimes, that they grow not deepeand im 
-qurable. Sothirdly, from all fo injudicioulnefie, and errour, Love. 

is wife, imparting it felfe, as it fees the objec require : itis not 

alike'to all. There is a fale and counterfeite love in fome men, who 

out of either a weakeneffe, or formality of courtefie, will impatt 

© themfelves to fach as they meete with very gently: and a maf 

would thinke this came froma deepe habit of love : But if yee 


serve them, it commeth froma figheneffe and emptinelic, for 


‘ 

4 
¥ 


Cuar.7- ahd the 
will impart themfelvés to all alike : The beft Divine ina countrey, 
and the verieft Ruffian fhall (hare equally in theiraffections, no 
difference. They will be liberall to good caufes,but fo they will to 
 badandbafe alfo. What a fulfome love isthis? Whatamia- 
 bleneffe difcerne thefe in the objeét of their love, who can love the 


E hatefull and tobe abhorred, as well as the beft ? Fonrthly,from all’, com weak? | 


 .weakeneffe and fulpicioufneffe. There isin fomre temapers a mar-~ neffe. 
 yellous jealoufneffe, which makes them foconceited, thatthe leaft 

toy,or wry countenance, puts them into a new frame; when as 

yet the occafion conceived is meere nothing in all the world. Me- 
holy may afford fome feede cothis ill humour, but pride is the — 
- fomenter of it,and felfe-love the nurfe.It is enough that thefe men 
 thinke themfelves fli or wro : it skils not whether they 
be or no: conceit affords realnefle fufficient. But this love is too 
_ rough hewne to couch clofe in the builds 
and ingenuoufheffe of {pirit,loath to thinke ill of that whichis fo, 
(more than needs muft) bur ing it, when no caufe is, and ra- 
ther ftriving to interpret all a¢the 
inthis frame. Fifthly, all ftreightneffe,and (as I may call it ) hi 
boundneffe of {pirit: many Chrifti 

_ narrow-brefted, that their love lyes onely in'a courfe of flight tri- 

Ales ; they thinke ita fuperfiuity, to love in any other meafure,than 
that they may feele no vertue to goe out from them to others, _ 
fn cannot beteame any, the enlargement of their bowels: they | 

 thinke it wafte, to ea boxe ofoyntment upon the feete of | , 
the Saints: But ifany fhreds will ferve, fuch fhreds as 

part with, and feele no loffe, yee fhall have from them. Thif¥au- 
feth them to be uncomely members inthe Communion of Saints, 
and their love ro be odious and unfavory : for love is as her ob- 
yet requires, where an ounce is needed, a dramme fhall not ferve 
theturne: (within her power } a pound is as ready as a fhilling, 
ora fhilling , asa penny. O yee Corinthians ( faith Paul) I am 
enlarged unto you ; .becaufe Ilove you, I can beteame any 


thing,even my owne foule fo, love is bountifull,and 1 Cor,t3.4._ 


upas abottle in the finoake. Sixthly, All felfe and felfe-love , ©-F 
the very bane ofcommunion. When men will alway fet fome 
fuch addition tothe grace-of a man; that although hee feeme 

_ to love for grace ; yet except there bee fome other by and 

fquint ayme, of fweereneffe and courtefie, of pleafure, gaine, 


| 
| 


5, From 


$2.3. 


ding of communion, candor 1 Cor. 3.16. 


nsareoffodry atemper, fo Greightncic, 


; 
Gg 
|_| 


love is cold, and falles off, Such (hall bee markes in their eye, as 


will praife their gifts, or lend them as their needs are, or doe them 
cookin fo as they may ferve their turnes. But for others,they 


are not very forward tofecke them. Whereas truelove is {elfe<_ 
Bfab16.1. denying and cleane-handed : Sets heart where God fetshis; and — 
although (as the cafe may ftand offices of love are due andowed, 
yet for thofe re{peéts, a good man abhorres to love ; and loves for 
that excellency of grace which he beholds, That fparkle of divine | 
nature which fhee can difcerne to fhine out of a foule, in any 
kinde, as Humility, uprightneffe, faith, mercy, innocency, orthe 
Hike, are the Loadeftone which knitsthem and drawes them toge+ 
7.Frow pride ther, Seventhly, pride and vaineglory. For many there are, who | 
thinke themfelves fo compleate, as if the body held not them, but 
Rom, 11.28. they it, They are too proud to have entercourfe with others, of all 
| -tankes: They muft be very choyfeand peculiar Divines of great. 
fame and worth, whom their love muft honour : But if of a mea- 
ner fort, they have noedgeto them. Their love is as “gews as his, - 
in Saint James, who faid to the gold ring and pearles, fit thou here, 
__ asdeferving my love ; but tothe meaner man, fit thou at my foote- 
Iam.2.1;3- ftoole] Oh | faith the Apoftle, is not this to have the love of our 
Lord Iefus in the acceptance of perfons ?- Others out of fingularity | 
x.Tim.1-4. affeétnew opinions by themfelves, weary of the old grounds of 
truth, as too meane for their curious and fine wits, and thus bring | 
in Schifme and faction in {teede of peace & confent inthe Church, 
Rom.12.16. Orhersare fick ofa prefident & ttifte felfe-willednefle, fo that look. 
gc! whatfoever they have once vented and broached, bee it never fo 
Gale oie **" wnfound, yet they will ftand out in it, and what they have writ- 
“ten they have written :. whatfoever confufion they caufe there. 
Soalfo,others are fo vaine-glorious,thateither they muft 
andrule the roft, in what companyes foever they become : if | 
they be not attended onely, their gifts and parts admired, . andrall 
cry Grace, grace, to their opinions, ( though they difdaine the 
_ gifts of others better than themfelves ) all is marred ;. Whereas 
love ishumble, thinkes better of others than it felfe ; in giving 
Rom.t2j0, Honour, goesbefore others, and is equally mirided to thofe of — 
& 16. lower degree, moderatein her tenets, willing to fiibmit to any 
8, Fromcen- that fhew better reafon. Eightly, Cenforioufneffe, for then if 
forioufneile. they fee any goein any other way than themfelves, they never _ 
enquire into their reafons, much leffe forbeare and fympathife 
them in their ( fhppofed) weakeneffe, but condemne 
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1; 


and 
the 


unknowne: Whereas love is fapportin 
flefh, than to offen 
ctoffed, ( 


fently, unheard, and 
tender , ‘choofing rather:never to cate 
weake ; But fome if their conceit bee 
mildely and with reafon given) yet witha 
ftall their intentions, fufpeét and fhunne 


rejudicate 


fo it hath ever beene, and will be in th . 
- ticulars which fome allow, others will ftraine and fcruple ; and 
therefore fuch fhould bee forborne 
ftand with the common : 
Laftly, and efpeciall 

the coate, but this to {tabbe the heart of communion: Therefore 
Paul chargeth, that love be without diffimulation : let there beno 
falfe brother, who under colour of love, fhould undermine his 
 Paulalf{o faith, 
be trufted-: found to God and his brother, Such as can fay to 
brethren, I am as théu art,and my horfes as thy horfes:I am 
in my love, but fureandtrue ; whereas it is with many as it was 


ce. 
Disimulation, Other vices feeme to teare 


though never fo. 
,fore= 
ir perfons, jucge 
them inftantly for refra¢tary and opinionate ; not remembri iat 
chach ever be the Church, shat in pare 


andtendred, fofarreas may 


tI 


All have not faith: he meanes there, fidelity to 2 Thefi3.2- * 


9.Diffimulas 

sion, 
Rom. 12:9 
Toh,3 4 33 


weake 2 King. 3.4. 


with /oabs {word. Itis fometime in and fometime out, They are — 


not true and conftant in their love, yea‘many, their tongues are 
ready tojangle, and their feete to 


Carr 
they will feeme to loveand honour ; belike hypocrites, they {fpeake 


faire words, and their words are as {mooth as oyle, but-their — 


areas {words and coales of Iuniper; yea themfelves as 
taking Abner and Amafa by the beard in great love,and with 
the other hand fhed theirbowels to the earth: Thefe are fome 
_ few of thofe many diftempers which faith purgéth love from, or 
rather them who profeffe to love: By the which judge of the reft. 

_ Thethird point is, that this love is to be revived atthe Sacra- 
ment : hence it is called Sacramentall. No winde of an Ordinance 
but bloweth good to love : for all are 


this 
thing for brethren to dwell together { Meaning, that as cohabita- 
tion is improver of civil love; fothe houfe of God, in 


a great 
which Cade weather-beaten fervants in this world dee meete to- 
— is a fingular band and provoker of love. Whenthey con 


one hope, one faith : ( all which the Ordinances of word, prayet 
and Sacraments do¢ exhibite ) 


tales againit thofe whom 


3.Point revie 
ving of leve a 


or lefle) fanctified to at the Sacra- 
putpofe. {weetely faid the Pfalmilt: Ob, how goed and comelya ment. 


Pfal.t3 3.0. 


one God, Spirit, truth, one one Supper, 


of lové, before thefe rods? But above all, thé Sacrament of the. 
Supper is ordeined for love. So faith Pas/, The bread which wee 


Cor: 10,16, 


a breake, and the wine which wee drinke, are not they our Come 
| | with the body and blood of Chrift 2 And w of this 


a Marke how hee inferres: For we being many are one bread, and 
— one body : for wee are all partakers of one bread. Many wheate 
Cornes and grapes doe not more partake of one loafe and cup of 

i” wine, than the Receivers doe of one Chrift. So that next our par- 
|  gaking of him, wee partake of each other, and that under the moft 
of _ geall Symboles of Communion. The Papifts may in this teach us, 
_ who when they have any villany which they would moft combine 


: and fecret themfelves in, come tothe Sacrament. In this (I grant) 
_bafely, that’ they ftretch it to ftrengthen hellifh communion, But 
| well, if by it they did provoke themfelves more to ferve in love, 
gobee faithfull and for each other. Therefore the Pfal- 
mift, {peaking of rhe union of the Church, addes, There are the 
i thrones of difcipline ; and aflemblies of Religion ; as.if they were | 
thefinewes of it. And whois hee ( that isnotutterly debauche. 
it whofe heart hath not this inftin@, that the Supper is for love? Vie 
having prevailed to call it, The Communion. Witnefle the Con- 
‘ | fcience of the worft, ( though rotten ) who then count it a 
: — thing to bee at amity ; though it bee but while the day la- 
The fourth point,is the forme and effence of Love ; that is, Vni- 
on. is as a City compacted ; that is, dwelling clofe ; no- 
‘Pial.12%4- ting, that love takes all joynts, and compacts them together ; not 
_ onely them whom other bands of nature, civilnefle, or family hath 
inked, but as are otherwile ftrangers and farre off. Hence 
-  Bfay i 6. the Prophet faith, that under the Gofpel, the Lambe and the Lyon 
foul feede together : (that is, put off their contrariety ) and 
the tle childe fhall then put his get into the hole of the 
Katrice. So Hee hath reduced ( or contraéted ) all into oné 
byhis death, making peace, and deftroyingenmity ; All both in 
heaven, earth, and under it, being brought toa league, either to: 
 love,or not to feare each other, either fo findes or makes one; — 
As the foule makes the body one, by the band of the fpirits : fo. 
doth love make the members of this fpirituall body, one, One 
foule, one minde, one heart, one fellowfhip wasinthe primi- 
tive Church, yeaevenone wealth, as.then occafion: required. 
Notethis then ‘The becing of Love is Vnion ; bee there 


is 
| 
at 4 
| 
A : 
2 


pe trials 
ach difproportion of particulars, for yeares, gifts, birth, 


place, or manners ; yet this 

one. There could not elfe be fixch a fenfiblenes between the r 
likeneffe of minde,of heart,of courfe, if this 
One Spirit caufes them (though fo farre offas England 
know a member cut off,feeles no more | 


bers, fuch 
were not. 


& America) tobe one.We 
the welfare 


and the trial thereof. 


makes all uneq 


ualls, 


fympathy , 


u 


305 
wealth, 
all and 


mem- 


of the body, Butunion caufes each toe to beé 


or pai 
afflicted with the afflidtion of the legge, thigh, back, or head. All 


are knit 


do but cur 


whole ? 


fifth 


neffe ? the foote to 


off thefe Pipes of union & fenfi 


point, is the or exercife 


the mediation of fit joynts, finewes and bands into one, 
and therefore grieve or joy in each others griefe, or 
W 

of that inftin& which fends every member abont the others bufi- 
goe, and the hand to worke for the good of the 


of Love. This ftands partly phe 


in the negation of all oppofite vicious difpofitions, as wrath, cry- The Aé. 


becomes 


Bph. 4.16) 


ing, bitterneffe, fullenneffe, envy, rejoycing in the evill of others, Cel.3.6. 


heart-burning. j 
anmercifulnefile and the like, “of which! 
purging : and partly in negative as oc 


nce ; 


ing by offences both in word and deed, concerni 
law) feeke defence ofboth, thenthat 
owne honeft cleering, rather than at any 
things left-handedly, ( an heathenifh 
lire 


ibly 
» weak 


in 
fai 
feeline 


thing :_ not fo rej 


ring I 


fj 


uncharitablenefie, 
e in the act of faith 
on is offered. For in-. 


ofa multitude of finnes when they may be hidden : Negative. 


may beeco 


lity 

: So alfo Forbea 
, and leffer meafures of other mens 
their techinefie, errours, and follies. Waiting to fee'the end of a 
perfons, intents,events rafhly: Forgivi 

fach as have offended us, whether in their heate,or coole biced eff Reclef. 7.16.) 
pecially if we find them ready to feek it by making amends, abhor- Ephef¢-32 


neceliity require,that wee (by 
fell the 


:For 


perfonall rev : not 
but as 


ring 


efie, yea and this often, not to feven times bat fe- 


_venty times feven ; even as we our felves would be heard inthe 


like from God: So alfo, moderating of juftice in cafe of ftrife, 


vantage of Law : Extreame richt ma 


e man then is fallen into our 


his Bible, his garment 


love 


» j 
Mar. 18.22. 


Marth. 6, 


: 


ove extreame wrong, | 
may nor deale 
in the harceit manner ; caufe all creditors to come about his 
and to undoe him : or take | 
Adde to thefe others of like nature, Se 


Tethe Mini-. To the perfon of Gods Minifter, his name 


OF Love, Part.3) 
»Pofision. love extends herfelfe to all uch Actsof communion, as theeisoce 
cafigned unto sand that firlt, both in mainraining of thofe inward 
Staces of the {pirit which fhould put forth the fouteunto them,as 
 tendernefle, painfulnefle, long-faering, amiableneffe, mildnefie, 
 courtefie, thankfulnefle, kindneffe in mutuall offices, plainneffe, 

largenefle humblenefle,and whatfoever of fuch quality.2. Asal 
practice and exercife of » 1, Either toall, asto hold 
prace withthem {0 asis poflible ( Jandta 
lpe,pitty,and releeve their bodies or foules,though they deferve 
the contrarysfor there is an holy overflow of love in the godly, e- 
| yen extended tofuchas are without, that their hearts may be bros 
Ephel.6.10. Len : of this fort are thefe;V fefilnefie in common life, (fora righ 
5.7- beauty man anda good man fhould goe er) readinefie 
a co affilt, advife and protect the fhiftlefle & wronged againft their 
33.16 encroachers;as Job was the poore mans fanuary :efpecially of Or- 


‘ 


phans & widowes, whofe low hedge is foone trod duwn: And that 
i by free connfell riding, writing in their defence, if neede bee. So, 


neighbourly ofhices.s Or ele, (and that ¢fpecially that houfhald 

_ of faith, our fellow-brethten: and rhofe either neere hand or ree 

mote ; for the love of the faithful bends t felfe to God himfelfe : 

But as David {peakes P/al. 16. 2. becaufeat extends not ro him, 

therfore it returnes upon thofe wliom he hath made his Attournies 
to receive it, Firlt, for particulars we muftknow, nothing can 

yond it owne fpheare, and fo the love of the Saints fhines moft — 

utifully within her owne precinét;I meane to them whom fhe 


as neerelt unto in place and alfo in compafie. 
welfare; 


4 


ftreights, fickneffle, and other neceffities, and to expreffe our felves 
«See sowards him, asunder thegreateftprofperity, 


3. Tothe perfons of fuch faithfull ones as offer themfelves unto 

Heke; Use by occafion of travell or bufineffe, that we be harberours unto 

them, and make much of fuch, ef 

Judges 10.15. our welcome. But it is now growne to this,that (as Les 

viteatGibea) fo he lye not at an Al¢houfe,may ly¢ 

3 TeChi- 3. Tothofe Chriftians amo 


our felves who are decayed,not by 


ftianneere their finne,butthe hand of God, as fire,fickneffe, or the like lofies 


(deft knowne tofuchas are neereft : and therefore more con« 
than who may eafily be deluded. And 


t 
j 
im 
sf 
ty 
a { 
3 
t 
¥ 
| 
& 


be done in feafon before the breachbe too farré gone; atwhice 
asten after, | 


a thilling:may doe as much | 
alwayes have among us in fteede of Chrift himfelfe, to difcover. dies of Saints, 


what fpirit of love isin’ us, towards whom we fhew love, 
frankely and freely, beteamingly and cheerefully, in all 
with bowels,that is,abundance of compaffton 52,8 

rfin not srudgin ly, upbraidingly, or mggatdly, Lo true 
onely eaten tor are due, (as to all by the Law, 
t feverall and 


ivy inercy. Now here,as the bodily diftreflelyes 
in {peciall, fo doth mercy draw lines from the center of Gods Com- 


snandement, (Te doe good and todiffrébute forget not, Caft thy bread 
upen their waters tc.) to each neceffity:one love extending it felfe * 
to many operations,accerding to j t. If fhe beholds the tat- ee 
cered or naked, fhe earnes. to cloathe them : if the hungry, to feede Mat.25-335 — 
them: if pennilefle,to money them ; if fick, to. vifit them,if impri- q 
foned,to comfort and releeve them : or howfoevertheirforrowes 
are, in their credite, ftate,pofterity or the like,to fuccour and ftand 
them. Soagaine (and moft of all the foules of the faithfall; sTowe 
toextend our charity their needes, Not each onetens 
— ding himfelfe and looking to his owne paver welfare of foule ; 
but to fee'thar the commonwealth of foules profper, And here love. 
is fulllof ¢yes,towatds the weake in knowledge them 


26, 


+ 


her 


* 


them that are 2 farre off 


j 
a 


E ‘for the good of the 
all good. For 

| 


as Agqueladid Apollos: Toward the offentive to refift and reprove 

chem fharply,as Pas/did Perer:towards the fallen either by weak- Gal.s.t1: 
nefle,to them and joynt them, Ga/.6.1. or by 
{ter & recover them:to the fad, to warnsie Thef ¢ 
exhort &:quicken the wealte ftaggering. Generally by goodexm; 
ample to walke unblamably owrard afl, may bee 
daunted, and the good heartened, built up and furthered in their 
holy courfe. | 

Secondly,as n at the pring felfe in: 2.General 
a itis at home + yet eniz eth. DiffuGon of 

er,in the country, in me,in which fhe liveth:yea | 
further, even to other lands andthe Churches thereof. One fpirie 
mberegood, and each mem- 3 
tboth for outward.and f{piritue. 


“Of Sacramental 


for Thane 1es ma 
fall, Rrong and ng’ in our 
22.6.7. the inward ofthe 


9.7. 
Ezra 9. 6. 


Bfay 63.15 f providence,the difappointing of 
 Blay63.15- wrayeso vidence, ppointing of our mourniu 
Zeph.3.18. of Affemblies,the unfruitfulneffe of ftreightning of 

ns 7* the Spirit, the diffipation of fheepe into the remote corners of the 
world. Laftly by faith, holding the promifes that concerne the 

©harches victory, as that thee fhall poffefle the gates ofher ene- 
arth, 16, The gates of Hell foal net prevaile a ainff ber :fheefhallarife 
Micah 7.8, 9- even in her falling, and fhall fee light sey et untill at laft the 
3 Lord plead her caufe, execute vengeance again{t her enemies, head 
and raile,branch and rufh,and bring forth her light as the morning. 


phe fixth hy Lovedoththns act it felfe + AlP 
n 
‘vale of 


may be thebetrer under’ 
ifhe be wife. Which work, 


the point)come to application, & amo 
Forthepointthen, chisitis, Love 


| ‘may be fet up throughout it, farrc and wide. And therefore firft 
a fhee mournes for the f{pirituall fins of the whole body, efpecially 
i thofe that threaten her ruine ; dallyance with the word,contempt 
i and profanation of Miniftery, Sabbaths, and ordinances ; declining 
q from the coer of godlinefie;choofing to ferve God for forme, {e- 
t cretly looking towards Popifh trafh, as being weary of found do- 
4 : &trine. Secondly, rejoycing to confider, that the Lord hath yet re- 
. .  ferved to himfelfe many whale hearts are upright with God, hol- 
| ding their firft love entire, and their zeale unfpotted with the filth 
| and dregges of the age and time ; ferving their ——— as Da- 
' vid did, Ac. 13.3 8. Thirdly, forrowing to fee the diftreffes of the 

| 1S FC fifth point. 

and members,tne Keader may looke into my. Cate n 

the Article of Communion, & there helpe himfe lob 

thefe fix grounds, by which this 

ftood, & according therero,try himfelfe, 

| im though I might have {pared;yet knowing that weake-ones as'w 

as {trons may méet my Book will (afvet I have grounded! 

defcribed isa neceflary 


1a for the Sacrament. And j itap adie thus: The Theproofest 
Anal of the Paffeover, t to be eaten 


in one héufe; not only left the Lambe fhould be broken & divided, 
but rather to typifie Sacramentall love union between thofé 
that it. whience was that, That no bone ofit fhould Exod. 12, 
be broken ? Surely not only to typifie the Lord Chrift, that he that 4 
enjoyeth him, enjoyeth him whole ; but to fhew alfo, that thofe 
who will be bone of his bone, : and make him their nourifhment, 
mutt be whole, unbroken,and unfhattered in their Communion: as 
wee know his feameleffe coate was another type ofthis want of 
rupture and divifion in the Church.In P/al.133. David isravifhed sty 
with love and amity of the Charch in the ufe fl: the ordinances,of — f 
which this was one, And what faith he? Oh how comely & good a 
thing it is for brethren to dwell even: 
ther as one man | And he refembleth it to the fra 
rons confecration, and the fruitfull dew upon 
Yea,even thofe love-feafts as badly as they.we were ufedyyet intimate | 
ancient Churches défire Sacramentali:love:'And ... | 
ext of Paw/, 1 Cor. 10, 18 whoby this Sacrament,//and’the 
ment thereof, prefleth Chriftian love, ( asin ic 
by the Onethip of God,C hrift, Baptifme, and Faith) dothcleerely — 
proveit. The bread we breake.madeof many ;the wine'we 
ik econfiftingof many gof many dur dove and fel. 
lewhhip fa ties {peciail proofe:maft not be fe 
ten: Reade Tobn 13,and 14. where Chrift exhorted: his 
ciples about fundry things immediately. beforethe: ig 


?Even to come toge- 
to yle of 
ev men Zion, 


3 
4 


by love?for faith wor- 
is tooles goe glway together... 


rong hat it 
For why wk ‘ | | 
it felfe about the truth | 
keth by love. The wor 
touching Way, 
member by and throu 
this soote beares | 


Love, ‘Paria? 
Bur the is chiefeit-: The Sacrament containing the 
his Ghurch to himfelf¢,to make it one, viz,his body:& blood, 
fhauld dare to. defile it with enmity? Even Heathens them~ 
heir worthip, re bugning 


felves loathed ceremonies int 
to admitof dwarfes to Hercules his 
fuch cocome to Bacchus his Fealts as were too fad ; to ionraate 
affected virginity} to Satine, who were not fad andfolemne, 
W-hat cometinefie then fhall the Lord looke for at his Sacrament 2 
That allwho'come to a Sacrifice — in love,fhould not dare 
glletheyare marred, Looke two rexts,one 
int Tom.2.8. Liftivgnp pure hands, without wrath, And Pet. 2. 
bere ine the Mord, are bidden to caft off all fuper- 
of malice andwrath, and envies, @&c, Now if this be fo necefe 
us in we doth | 
That we are borne of 
God, shar we are verily Chrifta that we are pafled from 
life, withan 100: more: who hath evidence of 
cme welfare bat ven | 
net w aints, in shu Ww 
wich Ane Somuch for Reafons, _ 
New. Iconcinde withthe. ixfes of the Do&rine. let it be 
toval] that dare abufe ke Si 


Tepent ; tothe igh 
mot 

woske without checkeor and fo his the [op 
So thalithe Sacrdment becoall finch 2s under 


things of farre greater confe- 


Rea 
Tim, 
Reafon 
Ioh.3. 
bs bearts, and againtt others, andes this ordinance. 
efteblith their Princes, States and 
| Gen. 34: eguafels front od 
| | | bel hess with mal 


Crap. and the trial sheveof. © ote 

will judgétis fach in the fecond Table; feeing uk to be fo de- 

Doe: yee not fee (fay they) folke 

Balke rhe Sacrament, when they are come to it? 
through ftitch withit, true, {fo yee coe, if that were the W6 

yee were as ready to be pu your tancor and malice ; ect I 

would fay yee had putona = ate indeede of proofe ; ; But now 

yeeare armed with a pa » which confcience and Lambie 

honeday, Cleanfe your tam. 

finners,and purge your hands minded. 

colours, and pluck offthefe muffers of uncharitableneffe 

areallowed ki compaffe the Altar of God with wafhen 
in innocencie of love. Agree with your Adverfaty netonely 


butthe Lord quickly, foder not nor bu deal 
Empty out all filth and turne the bottom tipward, t may Be 
the children of him who as aninnocent Lnbe ed bl 
Lambe w coltly to-you,that 
Stepndly:, ,/terronr to all who bafely bharick ‘their 2.Branchy 
owne conicience, by feeking a kinde of peace and good will be- 
tweene themfelves and their eremies before Sacrament. 
Not for true reconciliation as if Furto keepe in 
the Sacrament from comming ont at thet noftrits:Oh where 
 -yeedefile your felves wilfully in the thifigs yee 
unlike that Iew,who being under feare of breaking the in 


Ship,and yet willing g to goe, hired a Tarke to him into . 


the thi mocking his hath thu. 
the your rotten fh 


erament over, but yee returne to your vemit,to your jarres 
& quarels,'‘and “fo weare your finne as.‘ marke upon your faces for 
fee, and for the Lord in'wrath to curfe you, 
grow love from fuch rootes or trees of bitrernefie any any more, fich 


as proelaime their finne as Sodeme, | 
Thirdly, rerreur to all fuch, who ( alth 3. 


with the finnes of felfelove, ra e,envy,tal 
ablenefie, yea grinding the face of the sécc.yet they de wind 
Sacrament. Nag. 
ith him in $-fames 


off all crummes ‘from their mouth 


fome are fo empty of this heart of love,that w 
fay to th 


| 

1 


. 
J 
ia 


fedde, yer themfeives them nothing. these areof 
ard Nabali dit that loves not 
fatficient for their:owne Lampes, bat moft ehurlithly deprive e. 
“wen fach of their due who. ars of sheis owne Seth, dttakards; 
&c.Qh montters | how dare yee lift up your head before the Ma. 
fter of this Feaft ? and crucifie that dyed for fuchtray- 

gut flves dwe love in fuche 
483. mel cared from adventu Come no more, 
yee fearefull {pots of the holy place; in which 
body blood are offered : left dogeges ) yee catch at 
| them, and your {elves Pray (if pat we) that thefe wanes 

Fourthl; y, all fuch ungodly whofe pra- 
a | tice is, (in Cities and great Townes ) to-turne the day of the Sa- 
crament into a Sacrifice to Bacchus, and {pend five or fix houres of © 
she Sabbath in ing, and wantonneffe, toffing 
of pots, eating of dainty ly-cheere, playi at {tooje-ball,barley- 
and fuch bafe yeeaskethem why2 
Burif'a Terke faw yee in this your holy-day worke, what manner 
‘of God would they thinke yee ferve ? ‘And this is a more woeful! 
becaufe fometime both Minifter and chiefe of their Pa- 
(not to them to it, 
ry no : but thinke it a very fine way to 
make ‘Oh yee profane creatures? Doe 
yee defpife Gods holy bands, tobring in your owne rotten packe 
| thred 2? and doe eeturne jhis facred into fuch fcurfe ? 
Gal. 6: 9: gnorance and bafe cuftogaebe the caufe, be informed: if 
be alfO terrified God-will not be mocked. To conclude 
.} "the whole ufe, feeke the remedy ofall this : There is hope if yee be 
mot hardned ; feeke to know your enmity with the Lord himfelfe, — 
and get his love to be fhed into which 
you ou to love his people,,. and fa some to the Sapper and welcome. 


Secondly, let it fe even toGods owne Servants, and 
| eaven o ve, venome, W many them refuffer 
to slogse them from Sactament to. Sacrament ; 
they keepe the fore {weete, and fo that it feftereth not, yet 


garcleffc in calting < out that bitter roote which lyf 


yr 


oh 


* 


mreleeving poor 
needs goe to ruine ? I feele whata weake am|lliveasif at. 
earth, and bundle 


‘meditation of them, for theb 


and thétriall thereof. 


‘Schupand defiles them, through their proneneffe to fallto it, Ob 
are tobe no- 


knowes what fecret rootes and 


out the chiefe of the fheafe only, but threfhcledne, 
the ly of this feurfe ! efcaped'4 
ld we breake 


fanne ourfelves through 
culfe,we fhould be afaid of a fhallow !Oh how fhou 


our hearts to thinke what pettifhneffe and wafpifhnefle we walke 


with in our family, among wife, children, and fervants ? What 


pride,vaineglory ,unkindnefie,unforberance doe we utter therein? 
What croffenetic 

for their fences and cattell? What . 
for trifles? Oh Lord, if others of thy people did not more good than 


poore Chriftians,and upholding good canfes,all mnft 


my death I fhould dye andefired t Aclod of 
of felfe-love, borne for my owne ufe | Wit I have enough to bité 
in all fruits of love, but none to utter them with bounty and betea- 
ming | And fome ofus are fogrofle, asto thinke that good workes 
are but boaftings of our es; as forus we will renounce them, 
and be faved by faith | God keepe me from thy falvation ! Learne 


e wretch, That faith alone juftifieth, but isnot alonein her 


uits.Others of us,if we te of any ufeat all by our love; yet are 
puffed up in conceit of our worth and feryicej;and how much other 
us,and how litle we uponthem ; whereas wee fhould 
ferve them in love, and feele no vertue to have come from us! How 
- many of us are far from ripping up the feames of our foules, 
dif taltin g of fuch as cannot brooke us?How foone are we wea 
by one act of love, thinke our felves exempted from’many ? 
many partiall have we2how rare and odde onesaret 
cana 


let all our receivings be with the unleavened bread of fincerity, 


hey whom 


receive this crace at the Sacrament. Firftget ir, over 
branches before, and by prayer, importune the Lord 


_ Thinke not the Sacrament tobe a breeder of it : tharonly by faith 


| | 


and heart-burning among neighbours,if it be but - 
ying and {felling ofeach other 


from 
and humour { Oh caft up thefe morfels, deare friends, 8 


Thirdly, let it be exhortation and examination, both to and 


Cfix Exhortation 
the and ¢ 
g Of love unfained in thee, tien. 


P 

4 | 


+: 


unfociable and loveletie ones, that none can ive Dy ts, 
At for a Church or a Common-wealth ; et the Lord onely 
ee 
reedin 
| 


mming to the Supper,as thou wouldft come from it with cheep: 
falnes,Some few rules I have here ferdown for thytriall herein"? 
Firlt, Ifthy right hand fattet thee not, and know not what thy 
Matth6.3¢  Jefehanddoth; charthou hadft rather doe many kinde‘officesof 
Jove, though none fhould know of it, than neglect one of them 
Srila,  ,» Secondly, Ifthou canft truly fay, thy foule hath not what it 


‘would, neither doth any blood runne aright in thy veines, fo long 
: asthott knowelt the Church, or any chiefe members of it to ye 
ander diftreffe although thy felfe doft fwimme in profperity. 
Nechem. 2. 3. Thinke of ALehemiah 


Vriab, 
3: Thirdly; Ifthy heare will not fuffer thee to reft content with thy 
plodding about thy affaires and bufineffe , except thou can in the 
_midft ahd fweereft thereof breake offand fay, Now doe I 

: the fervice of my time, and fo returne unto it. As Jofeph,full of affe- 

Trial4 Fourthly, Ifthe love of God fhed into thy heart, bee fo fweeré} 
“and make thee fo well apayd in thy felfe, that thou feeleft a 

eafe,in difpenfing with the bafe aftronts and wrongs of ill-affected 
Phil47, Ones, or perfons who difcourage thee : That by this peace paffing 
tnderftanding, thy heart is { loathed, that thy froward, fallen qua- 

firies, and thofe darts of hatefull thoughts are even quenched in 
this blood of thy fatisfier. Alfo when thou findeft thy enemies fo 
: difpleafed, that thou canft not reach or win them by all thy love, 
yet€ven then thou art fo farre from wearineffe in well-doing,that 
thou defireft to hooke them in by thy prayers, begging theircone: 
verfion rathef for their own to be quit of their injuries! 
Tis: .5.1finthedefireof the fubverfion of the implacable and impe- | 
7 gitent enemies of the Church, thou dare not foreftallthe Lord, or 
gcach him when to fend fireto confume:but fubmit thy judgement 
and will to the fecrets of Gods jud , who onely knowes the 
meature of their malice, and the of their hearts, . 

6, If wedare not reft in a propenfeneffe of our conftitution, to 
_-,  becourteous, loving, and ufefull, ( which may come from namre 
| « andfelfe-love) or onely loathe curtifhneffe arid harfhnefle out of a 

es bers diftafte,and cannot reft,till we can prove that our love is not 
the will of mau,or from fiefh,butfromGod. 
when we feele our bafe hearts ftreightned in the Communi« 


we cag Svan be reyenged of our felves for 
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| 
can with defiance caft off our owne ends and fhredsvather, ‘which 
our hearts in bondage, than fhrinke in any loving afiection 
er fervice to which Godcalleus,° 
§. Tharour love’s channell runne'as freely and beteamingly to y,ian 8; 
the Minifters' of God or others, when they are difabled by ageor Gal4.14¢ 
other infirmities from their former abilities and employments, as 
-_ when they improved themfelves to the uttermoft,and we rejoyced 
get 4s we count it a farre greater mercy, that wee give, than if _— I 
receive, Being a kinne to that excellent Church of Adacedomia, 
whofe grace was this, to efteeme the Lord farre kinder in lending 2 Cor8.3- 
them an heart to give to Terufalem,than Terufi Alem {elfe had cau le 
to be thank full for her reliefe. 
That in the prefence of God we can findé; that the-véry ape Triall,:0. 
roach of the Supper,fummons our hearts tocaft offallfuch oppo- 
 fition to love, as hath crept into our bofomes + bleffing God; that it 
isa corre¢tion day to us ; finding in our felves, upon, and after the 
Sacrament,our love. and communionto'be as a {pring-tidé ints, 
_11.1f the Lord hath givenus an heart to beare downe: all dif= Triall 13] 
couragements of love without, and all carnall objections 
within, which might weaken it: As that wee doe but flefh 
our enemies againft us, and make them more bold to infult over us, 
by our lenity and forbearance, than if wee did deale with ‘them as 
have done withus, That ‘they are of a dogged bafe nature 
willnotbee wonne with any love; that no flefh and blood 
could containe it felfe in {o perfonall, fo bitter, and hatefull provos — 
_kings, and wrongs, &c, The like cavils we have againft 
actions of love,as giving, lending, in Law cafes, if wee be 
led by the rules of. necefflity, quitting of onr felves from injuries — 
which elfe wee could not ; alfo love of peace, ferving providence | 
for the manifeftation of right : and although we belofers, yet re- 
{ting in Gods will, and learning to deny our felves, to be more pa- 
tient and content to offer and waite upon him who will pleade our 
caufe ; abhorring:all covetous, or revenging ends of our owne:’ 
fe. 


La 


other 


Many more trials might have beene added ; but I referre the Rea 

deo the forme el himfelfe, 
¢ laftufeis Confolation encouragement to Gods é Ufea- 
of two forts: Firft,to all fuch a9 walke in lovesé¢ make 
evidences,but this I thank God,T can fay, that my heart goes witht 


— 


? 


> 


| 
the caufe of God, to his Religion, Covenant, Ordinances, love the 
eannot goe, yet I cancreepe, and methinkes the dogge 


Of Sacrdmintall Love> 


Saints;&c, My affections and endeavours goe that way when I 


welcome for his Mafters fake. Labhorre that felfe-feeking, 
and {elfe-love; which reignes in the world, I practice compaffion 


Marke 14:9: 
AL. 9.9. 360 
KIO 


thy workes thall follow thee, Though the Scri 


Branch 3; 


nanghtine 


and love to all, both meane and great, knowne and unknowne; _ 


neere and farre off: and my prayersare caftin asalotamong the 
yers and petitions of the Church, Idefire no welfare fave in 


s, and.as (hee fares, fo doe I defire to doe .Ohitrich foule be com- 


i: - forted, The Lord hath fet his markeupon thee, and called thee 
 Vndefiled one. Thy name is as a precious oyntment, therefore the 
_ daughters follow and love thee. By thineexample many have loft - 


Hephziba, one in whom his foule delights, his Love, his Dove, his 


their brutifh and favage qualities, and beene taught to feede with _ 
Lambes. They fay of the Pasrber that fhee hath fo {weetea breath, 
that fhee alluresall che beafts to her thereby : Sothat hereby fhee 
hath her name. Sois it with thee, the favour of thy amiablenefle, 
fhall honour thee wherefoever thou becommeft, ull atthy death: 
re bee written, 
yetasthe name of that annoynted Chrilt,and Dorcas, and 
Cornelius are in the word, fo hall thine be in the Church.Oh ! en- 
joy thy felfe & come to the Sacrament with comfort, for the Lord. 
there ready with open breft to welcome thee, i 
Laftly, it may alfo affordencouragement to fuchas fearethem- 
felves in this triall of their love. And I confeffe (as the manner of | 
the world now is)there is fo litle practice of this to be feene, 
that ir were enough toquench the love of the firft, Therefore I 
wonder not toheare fo. many to complaine of crackes and flawes 
in their love, and to fee that men learne to halt, of them that are 
lame,to be froward with the froward,fullen,tefty,unkind,and un- 
thankefull, with fuchas are fo, Thy complaining therefore of thy 
felfe is jult; yet beware left hereby thou debarre thy felfe of the Sa- 
crament. Tell me then, Art thou heavy to feele fuch {curfe in thee ?: 
that thou careft not how others fare,fo thou canftfleepeina whole — 
skinne ? andthat the practice of gentlenefle and mercy doth fo 
hardly faften upon thee? Doft thou combate within thy felfagaink 
down much as is poffible? Deceive not thy felfe, 
Hare not bar thee from the Lords Table; Although thou hadit pote, 
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Cuar.8. Sand the trial thereof. 


fruits to boaft of, yer fitch our Lord Iefus hath not a pro- 
— mifé of reward to a cup of cold water to a Prophet in the name of a 


Prophet, I cannot exclude thee frem the benefite of the Supper. Math, 10.42, 


Onely rake heede leaft thou catch at fuch an encouragement to an 
evill end, tMat {till thou maift keepe thy confcience defiled, wit 


the like pangs, and yet venture to receive: But let the Sacrament 
bring a {peciall reviving of love unto thee ; the very fight of thy 
brethren at th houfe of God, let itrenew that poore fparckle that 


is inthee : Thinke that thou art come to the foules of mercifull and Heb, 12. 25, 


holy men, and art asin acorner of heaven, while thou maift fit a- 
mong them: And ifthis incouragement belong to thee, it fhall 
worke kindely, and not by contraries, And for this ufe and the 
whole triall thusmuch, 


VIL. 
‘Of the defire after the Sacrament, andthe triallthereof, 


i) five graces preparing for the Sacrament, which is defire Defre. 
fae ot longing after thofe good things contained in it.Con- **"*)- 
4 E53 cerning the handling whereof I fhallnotholdtheRea- 
der long in the grounds of this grace, as 1 have done in the former : | 
~ Becaufe thofe points which ferve to the opening of defire, either 
concerning Chrift himfelfe our All-fufficient nourifhment ; or elfe — 
the triall of our owne wants: ( of both which I have, both in the 
former and in this latter Treatife woe {hall not neede any re- 
_ peated difcourfe. Onely my method fhall be this. 1.1 will briefely 
{peake a word of the obje& of this defire. 2. I will prove the Do- 
Ctrine, 3.1 will make ufe of it fundry wayes, and therein, if any 
thing may be added, either for the procuring of, or the triall of the 
foundnefle of this defire, I fhall mention it, and fo conclude, 
_ Affections are ftrong and vehement things in their purfuite, and 
not ftirred up or provoked in us fave °Y objects of great allurement 
and per{watfion, efpecially {pirituall affections require eminent ob- 
jects to raifeup and to improve them, Naturall afte@tions of joy, 
love, hope, forrow, feare, or defire, muft have futable objects to 
_ quicken them up:otherwif they lie flat upon the earth. How much > 
more mutt it needs be fo here in holy and divine affections, where-. 
unto our nature islefle inclined, and the flame ( for lacke of dail 
fupply of oyle and matter to nourifh them) doth eafily decay and 


| 


Eaeaeg E are now come to the laft, bat not to the leaft of thof€ The s. grace, 
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The obje& 


of def re is 


Chrrit. 


defeti- 
bed an Serip- 
gure, 
Crat.é §- 


Matt. 13, ver. 
44-45 


Rev.3.18, 
Pial 45. 
Luke. 15. 
55.1. 


Mluftexion 
of it. 


-expreffe this object to the eye of the foule. The thing it felfe being 


“ments of the latter fort, ae, bread, corne, wine, oyle, milke.ho- 


love of fach things (yea meaner) might underttand, that looke 


And yo fay the truth, letus marke well, and we fhall perceive one 
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vanith. Sacramentall defGire and longing therefore mutt needs pre- 
{ome more than ordinary object, to exciteand inaintaine 
it;elfe neither would a carnall heart ea(ily rife to it, nor yet a good 
heart hold appetite and defiretoitlongtogether, __ 


Sundry wayes tyerefore it pleafes the holy Ghoft in Striprare 


in fubftance one, the Lord lefus the nourifhment of the living fowle 
in.grace and goodnefle ; yet the cloquence of the Spirit appeares in 
nowargument fo great as in this onc, to wit, the due laying himout — 
in his colours, that the dead {pirit of man might behold andefteeme 
him as an obje& well deferving her beit affections. Hence it is that 
in the Song of Salomon {o many allufions takerrfrom carnall objets 
of defire, are ufed to provoke the toule to the like {piritualneffe of 
defire, As when he is brought in like an amorous bridegroome of 
choife, perfonage, beauty, and proportion, and that from head to 
foote : as if fome curious 46/e/on were to be feene, in whom from | 
top to.toe, there was no blemith. His héad, lockes, eyes, lips, bo- 
die, and all his liniments are painted out to ps, that it may appeare | 
he is the chiefe of ten thoufand. The like courfe takes oar Saviour 
himfelfe, in the Sermons and Parables which pafled from him ¢- 
wherein his chiefe drift is to magnifie grace under the name of the 
kingdome of heaven, meaning nothing elfe favethe power and ef- 
ficacie of the Gofpell oftring to the foule his fatisfa@tion and fancti- 


fication, for pardon and life eternall. And fometimes he compares _ | 


himéelfe to a Pearle of great price, which he who found, fold all to. 
buy it, Alfo toa Treafure hidden ina field, which fo affe@ed him 
that faw it, that he bowghr the field it felfe to «urchafeie. Hence al- 
{0 it is,that both in oldand new Teftament,the Lord expreffles the » 
grace of Chrift by the fimilitudes of all kindes of creatures, which _ 
either by their precioufneffe or by their ufefulneffe,doe draw mens 

affections. Of the firft ranke are, gold, filver, precious ftones, 
Wrought gold, robes, apparrell, and white linnen, treafure, oint- 


ney, waters, &c. Not as if thefe were as good as erace: but that 
hereby the carnall foule of man, ( of it {clfe eaGly fnared with the 


What-excellencie is in all thefe together for the content ofour out-~ 
Ward appetite, that infinitly much more is in this for fatisfying of 
the foule : {ith all thefe are ufed but as fhaddowes to difcover this, _ 
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Cuar.8. andthe triall thereof, 
rincipall {cope of Pam’, (that chiefe of A poltfes) in all'his Epiftter, 
to fet forth the priviledge of Releevers to be fitch as doth 
‘not confift in fome habds: burt in admirable gtory. He would have 
custo know, Chriftianity is not, making a fhife to.rub or 
 fome covering of our infirmities, fupply of fome wants, or clénfing 
out the ftaine of fome odious fins: But,an eftate ofexcellency,choife, 
welfare,and curtous contentation to the foule, as Adamathis 

beft never enjoyed. Reade thefe Texts, Cof.1.9.10,11.12, where Col. 1.9: 
he {peakes of a beleever thus, as, That he may be filled with all {pi- 
rituall underftanding ; That he may walke worthy of the Lord un- 
to all wellpleafing ; Thathe may be fruitfull and encteafing in the 
knowledge of God ; That he may be ftrengthened’ with all might | 
untoall lo ng-faffering and joyfulnefle, So Eph.t.17.18.he defires 
that, They might know the hope of their calling, the richinheri- : 

tance of the Saints, and the glorious power of Chrift, mortifying 

them, and quickning them by the power wherebyhe raifedhime | 
felfe. So Ephe.3.17. That Chrift may dwell in your hearts by faith: gphe.;.17. 
that being rooted in love, yee may comprehend the bredeh and aH 


depth, &c. and know the love of Chrift which paffeth allknow-: 


ledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulneffe of God. See alfo i} 
count altihings but respetl of the excellencée Phil.3.10. 
Of Chri power of bis refurrettion, the fellow of has fufferings, 

and conformity te brs death, Nay in one place hee faith, Col.2,9,10. Cohs.9. 
That in bim we are compleate, Saint Peter alfo witneffeth that Chrilt 2 Pet.2.122. 3! 
isno bare gift, but that The Divine power hath given all things 
pertaining to life and godlinelfe through bim, To what end do [héape 


ap chefe? Surely, that the Lord Tefixs his excellencie refts not in 


himfelfe, but is derived to all his members, and that to the end, that 2 
he may be all in all with them, and winne the honour and love-of | 
To come a little neerer then to our matter in hand, it muft be fome Sacrramentall 
eminent object in the Sacrament, which mu draw the foule to ir defire mut 
in this Sacramentall defire. 1t muft be mere than the eye can fee, have herobe 
for thats no object of any affection arall, fcarcefomuch asanatu-* 
Yallappetite, But what is that? Surely that {pirimallywhichtheE- 
lements refemble naturally, I meane full and compleate nourifhe 


ment, Ifthe foule can fee this, ir will draw defice without queftion, 

Now weknow that bread and wine united, in them 
fe% food, and cheerifhing tothe whole man, that is, to the body 

and fpirits of nature, Even fo Chrift our nourifhment in the Sacra 
ment, 19 compleately fo to the foule, both for renewed peace and — 


(320 Of Sacramentall dcfire, _oPartia. 
holineffe, And to open this,we may fee when the holy Ghoft lights 
‘Upon Chrift Sacramentall, he forgets his ordinary ftile, and rifes ine 
Pro.7.'.% to an unufuall one ; for then, it makes the Father an exttaordinarie 
great houfekeeper, brings hin in asa man that builds himfeife a 
{umptnous honfe upon feven hewne Pillars, prepares his fatlings 
dainties, his wines and fpices. Nay,then it telsus,thatinthofe 
Fhayzs.  dayesthe Lord willmakea feaft in the mountaines, a feaft of all 
‘Lukex4. — choife delicate things, fat meats and wines throughly {tale and re- 
fined, Nay then, tha him in as a King who is difpofed to mag. 
-nifie himfelf in the making a feaft to his Subjects at the marriage of 
his Sonne, So that looke what is in a feaft either for quantity, ful- 
-nefie of difhes, variety of choife, dainties, or yualitie, as rareneffe, 
dreffing, mufique company, fafety of things 
eaten, without feare, either that rhey make furfeit the guelt, or 
breed ill blond, All that isto te applied tothe feaft of the Lord 
-Yefus our nourifhment, which God the Father makes to his 
_ ¢ Church at the Sacrament of the Supper. And yet that is not all ; for 
» whereas that may be eafily thought to come from the magnificence _ 
of the matter of it : but as for poore wretches, and hunger fterven 
- foules,hew fhould they come neere it ? The anfwer is, That onely 
for fch it is prepared, even for beggers, and fuch as are found a- 
_ mong the hedges, and by the high-wayes fides, for loft and forlorne 
ones ; it is the office of Gods hand-maides and Minifters te invite, 
to bring in, yea, by all arguments of perfwafion to force even fuch 
(not the fat, lufty and fed ones) to the feaft of the King, Now ifit 
be thus, Who doubts but a feaft of rhe mountaines, a feaft of all de- 
licacies, a Kings feaft, offered with fo folemne. an invitatien, yea, 
| threat of contempt, yéa, to the moft unworthy, yea, with fiach a 
BAYS3.2; welcome at the feaft as this: Eate good things, and let your foules 
sae delight themfelves in fatneffe, 1 fay, who can deny, buthere is an 
_ objedt'of the beft and moft carneft defire and longing? Thefe ve 
-Thavethus ina fhaddow premifed (to {pate repetition ofthe fub- 
_ ftance contained under them) lealt the Reader might conceive mee 
 tornfh upen the point without fome ground of preparation, 5 
I come now to the pointit felf,and the proofe therof. That is this, 
Chrift Iefus our nourifhment in the Supper, mult be received with 
a longing defire. For proofé of it,take firft the Analogie of the Pafice 
over, In rhat there were fundry' ceremonies noting out this défire. 
For firft, what did that typifie, that the Lambe fhould be feparated 
from the. teate of the damme, foure dayesere it was flaine? Surely 


Bot onely to teach mortifiedneffe of lufts and liberti¢s,but 
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of fuch as will 


ftomacke of the 


and the triall thereof, |) 
the defire which the foule fhould fecle in her felfe; as wee know Brod.t2 6. 
the poore Lambe made many 2 ‘nrourkefull bleate after the damme 
in that time. Againe, what fignified thofe firft guifesof eating the 
Pafleover, fave defire ina {peciall degree? I meane, their eating, Verle 12, 
with their fhooes on, & flanding? Their ftavesreadyintheirhands, 
and their hafting to be gone ? Doubrleffe it argued earneit defire. 
therefore, Luke 24, ver/e 15. it isfaid exprefly of Chrift that 
exceedingly longed roeate the Paticover with his Difciples.1f heey 
{o defired it, what ought they to doe? Alfo thofe fowre hearbes (or nee: 
fawee made of themas fome write) what doe they thew but the 
fharpening of appetite ? 
For the Reafons alo, thefe few may ferve. 1, the appetite of the 
foule after Chrift our nourifhment is as requifite for areceiver as p fon ee 
the defire after Chrift our life,is requifite for a cévert But we know “7 ae 
that hunger after Chrift our life,is one of the conditions and marks 
of faith. Therfore is this alfo a marke and condition of ‘a true recei- os 
ver, Efpecially if wee confider that the Sacrament isafullerand | |. | 
more feltivall exhibiting of Chrift than the word alone. Objection. rn re 9: | 
How can thisbe true,feeing the foule once fatisfied with Chrift her ~7°°""°"* 
life, fhall never hunger more ? Anfwer, He {peakes of hunger in Anfwer 4 
that kinde, not ofeach renewed act or meafureof it. Heemeanes © cect 
not that any fhall ever tafte Chrift after, who hunger not after; bur 
_ thatthey fhall never be fo hungry any more, as when their finne 
ftung and {corched them. Reafon All other ordinances require it 
partake them with fruit. As 1 If yee will 
covent the fincere milke, &c, Great appetite (even asgreat asan PS 
infants after the breft)is due to hearing ofeach Sermon,to each faft:' _ | 
how much more to each Sacrament? Thirdly, it is urgedtherather , 705: 
for that itis a great figne the other foure graces are wrought alfo, Realm 
For what better argues the fcowring out of thofe lufts of igno- { 
rance, infidelitie, or uncharitableneffe, than;when the 
oule hath gotten an appetite, after the’Supper? aa 
Fourthly, and efpecially, how elfe fhould the foule declate it felfe te 
to Judge aright of the Sacrament to ‘be the Lordsfeaftexceptic | 
come to it with (at leaft fucha preparation asany common feat = 
requireth ? Not to adde this (though not the leaft reafon) that the age 
| Lord offers Chrift our Nourifhment to us, that wee might excee- Reafou 4. 
dingly much fare the better for him. How fhall we fo doe, except aes ha 
We hunger after him ? Ifany meate truly ftrengthen, reftefh, and hi gd 
__ fatisfie the body, it is that ( above all ) which is eaten with beft ap- 
petite? 


% 
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? Other’ meate may prove humorous, which is eaten witha 
tulfome ftomacke. This for Reafons.. - 
_ Meanesefat- Ere I cometothe ufe,me thinkes I heare fome asking, How may 
grace be attained ? Tanfwer, by fundry {teps wrought in the 
foule, by name thefe: firft, a fenfible heart ofher daily andhourely 
2. wants : about which reade Chapter the third of this latter Treatife, 
Secondly, Sight of Chrift Sacramental! and his fulnetfe. For, where 
there isno hope of fapply» there the foule hath no Iifttofeeleher» 
needs, Butthe knowledge of Gods feaft will worke hope ofbeing 
Satisfied : Meditation therefore and pondering hereof with prayer, 
will caufe the foule to hunger without horror or defpaire ; other | 
hungers there may be after a thing denied, yea impoffible : But the | 
defire of the faithfull is fweetned, and ftrengthened by the fulnefle 
of thefupply, joyned withthe promife of htm that inviteth, and. 
welcometh, freely, and bountifully. Thirdly by the experience of ~ 
the Saints in their former receivings, when they came empty, and. 
roped that filled fuch, and fent. the full empty away ."‘So<much of 
this, 
Now:the third part of the Chapter remaines, viz. the ufe of the 
Do@rine, And that is manifodl, Firft, iris terrour, and that to all. 
{uch ascometo the Sacrament without defire, and yet blanke not 
at it, The things that fhould breed appetite inthem, to wit, Chrift 
_ and his dainties, pardon, peace, grace, and heaven, favor no ~ 
more withthem than the white ofan egge without falt: Yee wo- 
fullones | What, arc yee fuch impure Swine, that thefe Pearles 
which God offers you toravifh your dead hearts with, you finell 
of them, and trample them under your feete in the dirt ? Aske fuch — 
after the Supper ended, What faw yee there? They anfwer,they | 
faw a goodly company of people, and a faire cloath,agoldenCup, 
~ and wine powred out : but as for Chrift, or any drammeof good 
in him to relifh therr foule, they faw no more than the blinde Batt, 
To what end then have Gods Meffengers fo difpenfed him unto 
you? Surely that itmight be verified, The eares of this people are 
waxen deafe, and their hearts fat ; feeing they perceive not, and 
hearing, they underftand not, leaftthey fhould convert, and heale: 
them. If yet Chrift be hidden, hee is fo tonone but thofe that fhall) 
- -perifh, whom Satan hath more power over to darken, thanthe — 
Lord to enlighten. Oh Lord ! but to confider how great a’ 
part of our'Chriftian Church confifls of fuch, would gafter a good’ 
man. They favor nothing fave backe, and belly, and trade, and: 
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Gaae.s. and the trinlt théreof. 
pleafures, and drinke, and gold : if ye would preach of {uch things, 
eS were for them. But ‘Alas ! As for defire of the faver of Chrift © 
da the Sacrament of nourifhment, a Dogge favors a chip as much, 
Why? Of a thingunknowne there can be nodefite. Why then 
come fach? Vpon unfavory, fapleife, and fenfelefle termes ? Per- 
haps one hath beene ficke, or upon journey,and his wife was loth 

~ coreceive, till they might goe together ? 1 doe not miflike the joy- 
ning of couples:but if God by difeafe have hindred thy husband, or 

by his wife needs hold off; what feurffe is this, for fini- 
fier ends to balcke the Sacrament ? Oh | the qualmes of cold unde- 
firous Communicants, fhould-juftly ftirre the faithfull to loathe it 
in themfelves. Such as come not with defire, either may comeor _ 
not come upon any bafe-pretext, as, becaufe they fee others come, 
or becaufé tis Eafter, or becanfe they thinke it isa better thing (at 
fo holy a time) to be edévout folke, than to fit in the chim- 
ney corner at home alone. So, alas’! Many come, becaufe they came 
not laft time,and they are leath to be noted to abfent themfelves too 
often ; or becaufe fome of their neighbours receive tq day: Ob ful- 
forme beaft | Avant from the prefence of that God who'will-be fol 
lowedin the favor of his ointments ; who will receive fio, facrifice 
from any, but fiich as have falt in 
Who abhorres a dead beaft with the throate cut, and notraifedup 
and butningupon his Altar : iftheleaft drop of telifh were in thee, 
could thefe be the motivestobring thee to Gods table? Godgive 
thee an heartto tremble at thy fottifh profaheneffe ; and if meere 


irft, sleaft the Lord by fome fearefull: hand rend thee from’ thy 
companions with horror at thy death, ' ortife leave thee a mofk 
ped and fenfelefle confcience prefumption, Treinb to 
thinke how many. thoufand of affections of Gods Minifters, both 
by Sermons'and Sacraments, mutt finally be loft upon flich flones 
and ftockes | If yee lay fické upon your beds, and your ftomackes 
wereloft; what aroutcty would yout wives make in the eares:a 
_ thé Phyfitian, faying, Helpe for Gods’caufe, my husband is adeac 
man, hee takes nothing. But Ok thou beaft ! Thou t&eft neither 
nor crumme of the fleth or blond of Iefius Sacramental], and, 
yettveleft no aile. Beware’ leaft fence be refetved for thee in. hell, 


, and feafon.it therewith 2 Marke-9. 


cauféd it, adde no more ‘drunkennéfle to 


*Secondly, eveh OPGods owne for comming reprofe 
tothe Sacrament without renewed appetite. is with many unfa- Mate. 11,10, 
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Sacrantentall defiress, Partyay 
vory receivers, as it was with /ohn Baptist hearers; at the firft they 
rejoyced in his light, but fhortly they became fo fulfome,that their 


favor was gone. So that our Saviour upbraides them faying, “has 


went yoout mto the fee? a recede foaken withthe winde? 
Or a man wearing foft raiment ? Their zealous devotion wasturned 
into forme and cultome, So it is with thefe. Thofe facred layes of 


‘firft Love which fhined in you at your firft receivings, then, when 


the Sacrament wasas honey to your tafte ; fo, now they aredam- — 


pedand cooled: Plenty makes no daintie now with you ; butex- 


cept God roufe yee upto meditate of the obje& which firlt drew 
.~your affections to burne within you, while hee preached and rea- 


asgreat daintieasever, and the oftner the preater, God not 
him guiltlefle of this forfeit: Itel thee,t 
rifeup againft this faplefie age, and gondemne it for they 


ched out the Sacrament unto you, fothat the fame fulnefle makes 


e very befotted Papifts 


(as Efay faith) inflamethemfelves under very greene tree with 
their Idols, They burne in their adulterous defire after their W afar 
and their faplefle god, their Agnus Dew, and Crucifixes, Images of 


_ the. Virgin, and the Saints. But as for us, the Lord Jefs preach’d — 
_ and offered in the fealt ofa Supper, leaves us as barren, emptie and 


Num. 
Heb.13.1 3. 


gaming and pleafure fo full of rafte, 


will)by fonte {marty crofle,or 


f{aporleffe as a chip. Oh, brethren be zealous and amend, What cold 


or furrfeit hath taken us, tharthe things of God fhould wax as dry 
Manna to the Iffaclites! Could che Lord endure their brutifhneffe? 
Did he not {weare they fhould not. enter into his reft? If chere be 
but dramme of old appetireand {parke of old fireleft upon the — 
Altar, take Gods bellowes of indignation and blow it up that it die 


‘not. the feeble knees and hands, that they faintnor, 


Hath the day beene wherein: the. morning watches of a Sabboth 
have beene more precious than all the dayesof the weeke? And — 
yet every houre in the day appointed for Gods honour,more fweet | 
than the houres of eating and working : and is now meate, drinke, 
of t hat Chrift and his Supper can 
ppetire | The Lord recover it in thee ( ifthou be his, hee — 
fting,of confcience,rather than faftr 
thy affections to lie buried in the earth. Doe as thofe doe who.muft 
carry home logges or timber which are funke and buried in fome 
dirty ditch, or quagmire : firft, they muft raife it by their skill, un-_ 
ferric it; and then cing loofe, they may carry it,andcarry ithome; 
So.doe thou : if there were ever true defite in thee, lo, its 
antofome dirti¢ pit of the world, leud company, loth, and yor 


afford noa 


a 
5 
i 
he 
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foule inan infenfibleneffe and indifferencie of appetite toward the 


~ther word, or workes,of God )fhaket 


and thetviall thereof. — 
raife it frft out of it, and after thou fhalt the better carrie it home 
with thee to Gods houfe. Oh ! Itouch a finne, now more freely . 
~ than I know any in the Church : viz. of fleepydead Sacraments ~ | 
without affe&ion. If thon feelt thatthe Lord will not take off this 23,7. 
cover of darkenefle, and dampe of undefiroufneffe from the body 
‘(becaufe of their long defperate carelefnefle ) yet ftep in for thy 
vate owes foule that it perifh not in this common, yea, Epidemiall le- 

| 

Thicdly. letthis be admonition to all that know what this point Vfog, | { 
meanes, to be weary of all thofe enemies of defire, which haunt the gamon ion 


Sacrament. They are thefe; firlt, a re{ting upon former affections in 
_ receiving, and fuppofing they are ftill che fame, when as yet they AgainR ree 
"are oppreffed and furfeited with fuch fcurfte as hath choked them, fins oe | 
_ and therefore are not now at hand as they have beene, to cheere us gn 
_ daily at the Sacrament ; whereas affection had neede be revived 
daily, in fecret above all things, What fhould be a Chriftians 
but this, totry how promifes of the Sacrament can 
affe&tus ? as this, Chrift is my feafl of full nourifhment, his flefh is. 
meate indeede, &c. Thefe would have aftected me in time paft,but 
now they will not ftirre me. As that Courtier told Alexander, that 
_ he would appeale from him drunke, to himfelfe fober ; fo had wee. 
neede to doe when we feele neither judgement nor affections, ten- 
der and open to the Sacrament, (nor aie s to any thing elfe, ei- 
y felfe before God, and fay, . 
It is not with me as it hath beene, I have hung zeale and efleeme . 
of Chrift, upon the hedge, other matters, have defeated them, of ae 
their birthright. Secondly, be warned againft unbeleefe, This takes y an ae 
off the foule from all her right to Chrift, and therefore marres her.” "ct. 
plea : If Ibe the Lords, I have right to his nourifhment, and cannot view 
_ chufe but pleade it, as the infant pleads with the mother for the . Ris 
 breft, Burif Satan doe get in fo farre as to dazle the fonle with un-.. 
beleefe ; lo, all the ground of gracidus appetite is gone; andthen,. 
fucceeds but and ftaggering ? Wnbelecfe is the 
death of the foule : Doth the dead child miffethe breait ? No, no :- 
above all things abhorre this wofull enemy of infidelity, and nou-- | 
fith faith to the confervation of the foule, Heb,10.ult. If the foule 
_beupheld in her life and being, Jife muft, have nourifhment, and: a 
want of it, will proove hunger. But if the foule have once with- 
Bayne it felfe bom the body, what is it but a carrion ? 


€ 


cx- appetite will Boarth'y, cat outthe tickling exceffe of all 


all helpes 


Thirdly, fuc- cat all of the fo'rle, which hath fecretly fokedat 
fecofluts. unawares int» it, The wom)e chit will conceive,*muft be cleane 
from all former coaceprion : it will not 
Ifthena prowd heart, loving it felfe, if a techy revenging fp it, if 
thelove of goldand filver, if gallantuefle, j allitie, and pride life ; 
{corning to take it as we hive done ; ifuncharitablenefle, flighting, 
and negle% of mzanes dedle us ( asalas, whatiseafier, if a manbe 
det Taofe ta walke after, the guife ofthe world) how can appetite’ 
aPet2.t.2, lat? Ifye will covet the W ord, purge out all your fuperfluittes, for 
they opprefle the feate ofappetice, and while they lie there, {mall 


cle liberties, eati ng, drinking, feattinz, recreations, pleafures, 
a: and vanities, ofall forts. To goe beyand our bounds in thefe, under 
Pr0.23.2. y > 

pretence of warrantableneffe, doth as much jarre with the fpirit 

ofa Chriftian, as open offences: for, by thefe colours Satan with. 

_ drawes the Spirit ftom a clofe cleaving to God, felfe-deniall and 
faith ; poifons it with libertie,bewitches it witheafe, and corrupts © 
it with a declining of heart from that diligence, finceereneffe, 
power, and delight, wherewith it formerly walked, Adde to thefe, 
fiuch as thou hait felt to dampe affection in thee, perhaps ill marri- 
age, a bitter roote of infinite branches, jealoufies, fufpicions and ill 
atfe@tednefle to each other: Never looke that the appetite after 
grace can hold, while fuch fcurfte is nourifhed. Itrembletofeeby — 
wofiull experience, how farre fome dare venture in this Kinde. So” 
alfo croffings in oure ftates,and health,and bufineffe which drawes 

~ the heart off, (for the moft part) from God : as alfo too much bufi- 

_ neffe and padling in the world: many irons being in the fire at once’ 
to diftafte affection, and to craze the fweete temper of it for Chrift’ 
—andhisSacraments, 
Vfe4. Fourthly, let it be exhortation to all Gods people in thefe dange- 
Exha@ration. rous dayes, ( wherein fcarce one of an hundred, quits himfelfe 
without fome cracke and flaw )to look to fpirit, fervencie of defire’ _ 
and affection to all the will and wayes of God conftantly (asfat'as 
our weakeneffe will permit) to file off our ruft, and ferap¢ off the’ 
barren moffe that will overgrow atree of righteoufneffe ;tocaft 
our Snakeskin, and Eagles bill ; and to fcoure our felves upon ; 


and motives. 


fait marfhes (as fheepe doc) that health and appetite may bi 
ferved. I meane affii@ions ufed, Be ofthy combat 


keepe tae watch of God, preferve tenderneffe and jealoufie,dou 


the ul@ofbeit meanes, fer God above them; and renue wa iets: 


4 
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ant daily. This will eafily worke Sacramentall appetite in thee : 
Coie wrth it to the Supper emptie thy ftomacke; bring not thy 
browne bread and cheefe in thy pocket, to feede on at Gods featt : 
~ (the fowleft contempt whith thou canft offer him.) Remember, 
defire after Chrifts fullnefle, is the moft proper and peculiar worke 
of a gueft,if he would have his inviter th'nke well of his prefence, 
Marriage feafts powre out men into affection : and without it fuch— 
occafions are odions ; but to Cod mnch more. Ifa Iudge opprefle, 
being in the place of Iuftice; it is horrible, So for a communicant to 
come with a dead heart,& no ftomack to Gods feaft,is moft wofull. 
to Chrift, as once he faid to his Apoftles ; Lord, with defire 
have defired note the phrafe, Luke 22,14.) tocate this Paffover Luke 23.055 
with thee. Lord nourifh it in my foule, I defire, Lord, pardon my eee 
-indifferencie, Thou feeft that commonly looke what thou feekeit 
 earneftly, thou getteft : eager purfuit of money, of will, or luft, 
~ compafieth them : fo,defire of the Sacrament fhall attaine her end. ert 
Efan with teares foucht ableffing, not a fpirituall, butatemporall: Web. 1 2.17. 
hee had an heart to have craved aketter, he had it, Take he.de 
_ Jeaft the Lord thus lode thee one day, for thy fulfome reccivings : 
and let all this te fome quickning of thy foule toreceivearight. 1 — 
Fifthly, come te the triallof this grace, with thy felfe fer1oufly : 772 5, 


whether it be renewed at the Supper er no : forne few markes I Triailof ic. 


will mention, leaving the Reader to judge of othertrialsby thefe, Trall 1. 0 
Firft, this isone maine one : If the fight of that filneffe of grace buke 
that is in this feaft of Chrift, doe emptie our foules tothe bottome 
ofall felfe-fufficiencie of our owne, Contraries applied to each o- 
ther doe greatly enlarge one another : ignorance with knowledge, 
pureneffe with corruption, the modefty of a Matron, with the 1m- 
pudence of a Harlot. Try them, hath the Lord Jefus his fulnefle 
emptied thee of all thy bafe counterfeit fhewes, and left thee con- 
founded in thy felfe for thy feeming vertues, thy tarrenneffe of 
grace, thy fulneffe of corriiption ? Thou feeft what Chrift is, doth 
_thyowne fpirit beginneto {mite in thee to confider what thou art 
compared with him ? Alas t ifthere were no more to lay thee open 
to thy felfe, than now and then, to meete with heréa fhred and 
_ there another of finne : thou wouldeft be oppreffed with ftlflove, 
and waxe'a dunghill of droffe. Onely Chrift can truely perfed the 
_ difcovery of naturall poyfon. Ifthen all that is faid of Chrift,leave 
_ thee as it found thee, its a figne of a wretch, But if confounded and 


‘Secondly,. 


‘ 
| 
Tipe aZood lene, 
| 


Trfall 
Ruth 1.6. 
Pro, 12.2: 


Trial) 
~ mentall will relifh with thee above all the world, if once thou have - 


(328° Of Parts) 


Secondly, it will not there {tay neither, but thy emptineffe will 


fo pinch and difquiet thee, that thou fhait finde no reft in thy felte; 


‘The Spirit of Chrifts Sacramental fuluefle will affect thy {pirituall 


ftomacke, as long fafting will thy body. Thou knoweft what a __ 


grievous paine thy ftomacke will feele how thy veines will 
{fhrinke and take on with intollerable grinding,till their emptinefic 
be filled. Try then, doth the want of a meeke, humble, patient, foft 
heart pinch thee and give thee no reft 2 1fa man fhould have faid to 
Rachel (when the {0 longed for chiidren ) Be quiet, for thou haft a 
lovirig husband dearer to thee than ten fonnes; would fhe not have © 


_beene more fierce? So when thy foule is pinched within thee for 
fome odious aft which thy hard heart will not be ridde of; and — 


then the divill comes in with his contents,and tells thee what gifts, _ 


~ what opinion thou haft in the Church, how God blefles thee with | 


wealth, How doth itaftect thee ? 's it as. a dagger to thy heart? 


Canft chou fay, Nay, ridde me out of this my wofull chaine;andi 
will be cheerefull, but elfe the more Lhave, the more isagainh 


me, that one fo blefled by God, fhould carry an heart about him fo | 
hardned with pride and cafe, or the fenfuality of the fleth. Nothi 
can {till an hungry but meate, or a thirfty, but drinke, J 
then this pinching of thy foule be wrought in thee, which counts 
every bable droffe, till thou get that whieh thou wanteft, itis — 


Thirdly, hungring appetite after Chrifts nourifhment will canfe 


eager hearkning after foode, Naom: going out of her dwelling for’ 


famine, being in 44046, yet could not be quiet with that diet, but 
ftill liftened,till at the laft fhe heard the Lord had vifited his people 
with bread. So is it here,if thou be througbly pinched,all thy whole 


thoughts, inquiries, will be after this bread of life. Thou wilt be 


{carfe an honre together in this pinching want,but thy prayers will. 


be earneft with God to fatisfie thee with Chrifts fulnefle. Thou wilt 


give himnoreft, nor thy eyeliddes any fleepe, till the Lord have. 
poken peace to thee, aud ridthee ourof thythraldome, 
Fourthly, when thou haft it, chou wilt feede favorily upon it, as 
an hungry man kept long from his meate, The Lord Iefus Sacra+ 


got him, Try then: With what favor doft thou fit at Gods Table? 
Is it tothee above the Courts of Princes? Canft thou there lay hold — 
upon the promife, and feede favorily of that portion which the 
Lord deales out according to thy neede ? Dolt thou fay, I fee Low 


Trill 2. 
| Gen. 30.1. 


C HAP 8. | andthetriall thereof. 329 


tables of {tufte the bell 
and wines Bat he that would fill his {pirit with thy favour, and 
be farisfied with thine Image, and get communion with thy Spirit, 
let come to thy houfe and feaft. Oh doenot gn 
their portion, but in fecret I blefle thee that mine owne is 
to fo good a ground. Oh! let me live thus in thy Cellars,and dri 
of thy flagons, and I fhall never envie them their core and wine ; 
baténjoy mine owne portion with fweet faveur, and full content- 


alne in- 


ment, atid {pend all my life inthy Temple, Onething have I defired Pfal. 27-4. : 


ofthe Lord, and will not ceafe; that [may duehin the houfe of the Lord 
Fifthly, thou wilt beteame this. thy portion to others, without 
rudging, as having felt whatit isto be ftarven and pinche with 
: Rede. He that hath beene at deaths doore through hunger, if he e- 
vet become able, he willbe bountiful to bungry ones.So will 
they who finde this fulneffe.of Chrift to fatisfie them,with it,afford 
and by all meanes openly or privily convey itto others, Nay, 
will ufe meanes to bring them to feele this pinching want, that fo 
they may helpe them with that {weete fatisfaction which them- — 
{elves have gotten, When thofe poore Lepers that brake intothe 
campe of Aram, had (beyond hope) filled themfelyes, th began, 2K 
to. them{tlves, that they had not done well,,in hey 
folong concealed it : So doth every foule whith hath met with the 
_ treaftire of Chritt in the Sacrament, he thinkes thus, Lord this is:a 
— not belonging to ore or two, but to the whole body of the 
Church! Ob: that I could tell how to impart thag little which I 


have got to'as many‘as neede. ir? Efpecially to fiichasareneereme, 


7 


husband, ‘wife, children, Kindred and neare neighbours Teanbut 


wonder ‘how’a thing of fuch excellency as this is, fhould folittle 
move me¢,to improve it! Try then th felfe by this: Whether when 
_ God hath fatisfied thee isi his houfe, thon hoardeft allup to thy 


_ never dreaming of anothers ‘wants ? with Samp/oy, i 


pessins, g found honey in the dead Lyon ( the Lord Tefus) thou 

away feeding thy felfe, and giving to father and motler vee | 
than hee would ) telling them the true meaning of thy 
Riddle. | 


Sixthly, if being richly befted, thy fapply caufeth thee tocovet Trialle. 


moreand more afterward? If itbea nourifhment anda fountaine 
of ware? Mowing out of thy belly to eternall life, noveafily 


at Epicures ferve. to ftuffe the belly with meate’ Ephs. 5.16. 


e them P/al.23.¢- 


Trial \ 


| 
d drinke Cant.2.3 | | 


| 


Of Sacramental defireerce Part.a3 
 *Laftly, if having abltained more than ordinarily from this feaft, 
thou finde rhy appetite to gtow the more {trong by the meanes, 
than ifthou receivedft often Strong ftomacks 
that when their erdinary houre is paft, yet they wax more hung 
‘Whereas the weake ftomacke decaieth thereby. Wee fay, 
meales make the lalta If this be atrue figne, doubt. 


Triall.7, 


pfal.84. 


Vieb. 


Co fort. 


+ with fome morfells, which may caufe them not to repent them of 


Try then, isthe Lord more fulfome or more {wee 
thy fainting of heart after the Sacrament ? Jt is well. Thefe fewto 


thruft themfelves from the Supper for want of meafure.I have 
tocomfort either falfe defirers, or revolters to. their old 
_ nalldefires. I fend fuch to the ufe of admonition, & upon f{carch to 
_ceafe venturing to profane the ordinance till their glacbe vomiced 
yercanot be fatisfied. For fay they, it would have long ago broken 
account true defire fobarea No; The Lord fhall not 


ment doe breake ont into victory. Be it knewne, defire is no 


Sacramentall pre 


nowne by this, 


ry» 


lefie there be many of us who might have a merveifous,ftomacthe, 


teby abfence?Is 
the deferring of thy defire the very fainting of the foule ?Doththy — 
intermiffion renew thy love, thy lunging, thy joy, thy fondne/fe, — 


an honeft heart may helpe more farward, 
The laftufe is comfort to all weake defirers, who aré 


up. But I know alfo many a poore foule whofe defire is conftanr, 


out into beleeving. But I wanze ftilin’a bare defire.Is itevenfo,dq 


ake thy bruifed Reede,nor quench thy. fmoaki flax, rill ce 


thing, but precious and fruitful, and fhall endin fulneffe. Theres 

fore be not difinayed : come tothe Supper, be fare it is no furfer, 
but a faint defire, and the Mafter of the gues, when he {pies ther 

out the deinty of all his feaft, andday it unto thee 

fo fhall ferve for this fifth and laft grace of defire, anc 

the triall of it, and in generall, whole dattrine of 


tion. Which the Lord foblefle, that all his 
fervants to whofe hands this poore Treatife may come, may mecte 


their travaile, 
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Cuar, 1X. 
Of the due bebavionr of a Communicamin thea. 


Ow according to our order prefined,we to adde Ofthecarti« 
| fomewhat concerning the worke itfelfe of receiving: *8¢ the Sa~ 


The communicant then having taken due paines for the Peer | 
making himfelfe fit for the Supper, is not there to reft, . 
but to goe to the Sacrament to eate of that breac’, and drinke of that 
cup, as Pan/ fpeaketh. Now togive the Reader a tafte beforehand — 
of the fubyec matter of this Chapter, let him know it is twofold, — 
The one concerneth the unto, the other duc reccivingof 
the Sacrament. For the former, I will by this occafion {peake.alit- 
tle of the neceflitie of comming tothe Sacrament, bothin gencrall — 
‘asconcernes all that are worfhippers, and in f{peciall, thofethat are 
prepared for it. ‘For the latter I fhall handle it either in that due 
carriage ofthe receiver towards the whole ordinance, ot towards 


fome:paflages thereof, For the whole ordinance it felfe, the recei-Bnery and di*)_ 
ver owes a double carriage, either of commemoration,or of perpe-vifion, 
tuation : The former being athankefull raifing of heart toGodthe . | 
Father, in praife for the | ord Iefus, The latter being a prefervation Point. Nece™ 
of the integrity of this ordinance(by che incorrupt ufet eof) from of com- 
all corruption of humane devifes, The carriage ofthereceivercon-- 
cerning fome occafionall paflages in the Sacrament, is a {piritual] 
accommodation of the foule, atrending fo to the outward Sacra- 
mental] aéts there performed, that he finde himfel fe much quickned 
— Inthe grace he brought with him, and edified in the refpett of that ) 
fruite which he lookes to carry away. 
Kor the firft of thefe. The wordes of the Apoftle plaine,So ler Proofes 
him come, and eate of this bread, and drinke of this cup, Which! 
words are not permiffive (let him if he will) but imperative ; 
him, Tcommand himupon paine of my wrath and difpleafure, But 
many reafons there arc to prove it alfo. Firft, who candeny but the 
Charch and ordinances of the Gofpell are more excellent than _ 
thofe under the Law ? Reade thefe Texts, Heb.9.11.23. Heb.5.1. 
2.&c, Heb, 3 -§.6, with many more, Now in the old Teftament we 
fee how folemne a penalty is threatned againft him that in coole 
bloud (having no plea by ficknefle, or journey, and — " = 
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Reafon 1. 


1 Cor,11.29 


If now the Lord fo feverely plagues a rece 
thy receiving, how much more willhe plague a non-receiving dif- 
os ? Ifa Prince fend for fome of his Subjects to appeare before 

im: whereof {ome appeare,but bow not the knee to doe homage, 


others refufe to waite upon him at all, whether of thefe two thinke 


Reafon.2. | 


Reafon 3. 


Reafen 4: 


i 


-dife, as abhorre Sacraments? 


2Chro.3 1,17 


We incurre greateft difpleafure ? 


_ Secondly, to what iffue comes all we have faid hitherto concere 


ging Supper preparation ? Can wee conclude fuch a-thing to’be 
needelefie, as requires fuch a entrance? Itanightthenbe 
u 


faid, Why is this great wafte ? No furely. So neceflary a prepara~ 
tion cannot argue a flight duty .If all the land had fommons by a day 


to Waite uppon the King in their colours, fora warlike expediti- 
on, were any fo fond as to deeme that enterprife idle, which coft 
-duch a tedious addreffement ? 


Thirdlt, the fubftance it felfe of the Sacrament is athing of ne- 
ceflity and that abfolute. If aman were in a fhip like to be caft a- 
way,he would fay, its not necefla’ y I keepe my corne or provifion, 


_ but itsneceffary I keepe my life. So here. Its not neceflary that we 


thrive, or live long, or live at all, ( for we may be happy without 


any firch) but it is neceflary we have the life of grace in our foules, 
Now the Sacrament is Chrift our life and nourifhment. Excepgyee 


eate the flefh of the Sonne of man, and drinke bis blond, ye bave no life 

you, [oh.6.53. What cafe are fuch mifcreants in then for foule 
Fourthly,the induftry and paines aken by thofe fumous worthies 

and reftorers of the collapfed Paffover, both in their commiffions— 


rd Giro. si 3. {ent about, their munificence in providing lambes for fuch as wall- | 


‘ted, and their charge given perfonally tothe people, to keepe the §& 
fame to the doe argue that thefe holy Princes 


‘were fooles, if the thing they undertooke were a needelefi¢ 


our behaviour — Parts? 
Nun,9.13, ledge) fhould forbeare to peepe the Pafleover ; even fuch a one 
(faith the Lord )fhall be cut off from his people. Nay, it {cemes that 
; although legal! pollutions might hinder ordinary fervices and {acri- 
tices, yet Gheneceffity ‘ofthe. Pafleover; cooke away thebarreof 
| {uch pollutions : fo that the touching a dead man, or being in a jor- 
| ney, and about common bufineffe might not are ic. The Lord 
| by this meane prov iding for the honour and neceffity of the Sacra- 
ment. How much more neceflary then are the Sacraments of the 
Gofpell to be frequented? And how fevere a cenfure ofexcommu~ 
| nication lyes upon the violaters of them? in 


in the af 


Cuar 
How auch thn is che of the P ver of the Gofpel @ 


needlefle 
Lord prefle oftenneffe 


: a necefia math more i 


what a fearefill presen ‘then into, ‘that refufe at all 
Laltly, if the fone of thie Supper be 


to God for Chrift,anda folemne Holding out his death tilfhe comer 
what a Ginne is that which of getierall’end oF *** 


worthip,and the peculiar {cope of this I 


a point cleere Tobratith fwi lof arid’ 
itis needlefie, OF 
Before I leave the point T few ules Bittt; to 


all-profant €/aw’s, who being out-of love with'the Sacrament tTerrour. 
‘ h loathing of examination of their woefulk profane! lives,’ 
(whi indeed intricaté-and overwhelmed ‘in finne;! thac’ 
sheyadmitnone) make it their cofftant practice to abandon all $a- 
craments.And when they are cut off by mens cenfures for this their 
contempt,they are content fo to live & are no whit troubled:a man 
_knowes not whether the difeafe or the remedy doé worfe with 
them. I might compare them to Cainé, fave that fhonid wrong 
him by founjufta comparifon. Caine, becaufe hee had villanoufly 
oufly defiled the ordinances which- Abel and he 
in, Was debarred of them and for ever caft out of Gods prefenée : & | 
as curfedas he was, he could it to heart, and fay £00 Gen. 4. 
great forimeto beare. BartheféeAt and fwine are fo far from | 
thar,that they willingly content themfetves to’be caft 
it isa good barre tokeepe them 
ridde of. If yee aske‘why they do thus, 
to doe, and cannot ‘ill pew 
reconciled with their’ enemies, But Oh nthe fhape of 
mien tdoth the Lord appoint yee one for 
try tyee cotne better pre do a 
rel with ie ane to balk 
Surely y doublé for your ofthe meaner 
the it felfe, Ifa man bid his fervant de ‘to worke in 
from tonight, & herunvothe'Aletionl & neglect hislae 


= 
“ 
> 
“ 


and your worke,that I 


ass 

Objet, alfo, But if 
Aufw. their owne damnation A cared Yet e capenct “ 


Coy,! 
uit V4 their owne tion by compaing, or 


chin, and bind bi, alter "where 

beans good with it Bur their 
t thofe into whofe hands the kee ping of both Tables is. | 
commited would another eyes to hunt our thefe 


Land the won betimes'to cut off fi 

the Pity of sey wo tara the back the 

| i] | | all godly ptight fe Joy is to partake | 
in My fonle within me faints, 
 gothinke how.unan{werablea facriledge , and horrible a plagne 


they.arg gnilty of, who having the coercive power committed ees 
Png .qur Sacraments ta.be mado.execrable, eicher b 
} profanenetie of receivers, orthe Atheifme and Popery of abf 
ters and.Recufants | Oh lcorapell them in Gods feare to come! not 
by.thrufting any particular man upon the Supper, being unmeete = 
tte thar whofoever may be prepared and will not 
contempt. (hus dad. chofe Magiftrates 
point thus; Birft, let the Magis 
God. rep repsclencs Chrit in his. 
ng every faule to prepared bocome, 
Jaynes. the hinrthence till 


prepa 
es thein Kingly office; to force 
come, Seconaly, all 


wick 
with God, and turne edge agai 
ome No} There 
pet may.bereligious) who thought 


md 


- ° 


j 
4 
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‘ 
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his Sacramerity, as feldoine as'p ity 

can come, _Whata fhame is this ? 

nore at forme one Sdcrament tweh 

nd caine maves, fave that yed 


Sacrament ? Doth not this convince yee 
backs tpon God, becaute his yoake is biithen ome? 


t iri Gods fpeake {pecially, to 
Pant calls for oft doing ofit. And 
te havin 
tuall prefénce 


did daily behold 


pind “tf vend more 
in the Lord,and he will give 
muftbe throughly ptyed'and wai 


of, by. ail fachr as tooke’td ehrive upon the 
fervers, and (canters of atl 
butter and honey which lowes Fou 
receiver, who takeft rurnes with Cott what doft rhea know iiag 
ther the turne be the right ori¢ or the wrong? and whether God. 
will follow thee or 10, thou at thy fore 
fake thee for thy forfaking him hold shin 
bly of fuch as hive bene taugtit the way this wo ould 
not ( after 20, 30, or 40 yeares ) balke Lord every Sacra- 
ment for lack of lift or leifure to prepare but rather 


know not this ill cuftome is But have obferved ir 


fo much where I leat with it, that I muft complaine and.call for 
redreffe, Surely sone gp ir ten God in his Sacrament; fave thofe. 
that take the inert of 

fures, andwvanities’: Itis commonly feene, that. they  thinke all {pi- 
ritnall fervice too much : thinke al all to theflefh teo 
litle : Be afhamed of this your courfe: you would foone rell G 
it, if he fhoutd bleffe you (oer as you ferve him. Oh{ferve not. 

ome, n Cn 

Thirdly. nor rhe bond-woman. 


this is adraonition and caveat even to have: 


£2 t 


gainé ( next to Gods honour ) tocomeoften, 


eir liberties.in profits and 
al 


odof 


duly, to beware, left Sathan ‘Winde in 


2 Sam. 24.24) 


ues) 


> 
\ 
Gal.é.7+ 
2 
eae 
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m when they have donc, and (comming betweene cupandlip) 
difiwade eating thatbread:and drinking of 
tell you he is a fubtile and hath fo bewitched novi- 


thar they have made thémlelves away, under this pretexe left 
they fhould live longet an | 
fearefull ones; That feeing they have done to the uttermoft to pre- 
arethemfelves, itisno matter for the aét. of receiving it; 
ant) wh canhot be attained but not where it may :for 
_. power todoe, Put the cafe an husbandman fhould plough and fow 
fence, and‘waite the whole yeare for his Crop ; and when itis. 
hisbed and{ay, Lhave prepared for harveft. 
etmolt, therefore Howat wil let my wheate ftale,in:the. 
forfatk' df reaping. Would not all 


RE 
‘ 


chronicle this man for a. 


og 

4 


for the fapp 
oF triall, but of the end of theS 


4 
yet folly chete may, be found in the profeffors of Reli- 
sion: For why ? many who both in their owne O- 
ér mens te to bethe Lords, and. abhorre 
finrie “in ther | might difable them from com-~ 
fort: yer, pret Hick Unfufficiencie, or from an unthankefall 
heart} or'melancholick feares,or fowrenefle and fullenneffe : fud- 
al denly kick downe all their building, and refufe to come to the Ta- 
| ble of the oer oh poore dele creatures! What 1s this,fave 
td confound Gods iffnes and ends. What but in a fort to con- 
- demine'the to jultifie the wicked? What is it, but ro 
| crofle with God,and to.make that ordinance which ferves for edi- 
fying, not onely to ferve to no fuch ufe, but rather to a worfeufe, 
thant tio fach ordinance at alThad beene? For why?Doth it not as: 
éqiially contradict the ralé of Triall, thata prepared foule fhould 
hot come,as,that an one fhouldcome?Letthemknow 
| that they offend as much in not comming, as ifthey havingnottry- 
ed themfelves, durft come. And the Sacrament efpecially fervi 
ve themfelves not only of 
| upper it felfe.I warne them 
a therefore to be wife & advifed. Do not beftow much time. in trime 
| | | sning & preparing to meet the bridegroome; and when the marri-; 
age day & feaft is come,then looke fowrely,8& make queftion yvhe- 
. ‘thou fhouldft meet him or not.This were to make a May-game; 
for thedevill,to efcape the gulfe & make Thipwrack in thehavep: 
Ry the Lore in che day & fealon 


ad 


inthe at ofCommdnicating 


fay,Lord,the meanes Ihaveufed,preparingto thé€nd:letme 


not (like a foole) take my labour for my paines,bur attaine the end 
of my labour, in comming to thy Sacrament, that both my foule 
and body may honour thee r, and both carry away comfort 
of thy promife : remembring how fearefull a thing it is, to fepa~ 
rate the things which thou haft pat together. Thus much for the 
Having thusbrought on the Communicant’ from his preparati- 
on, tothe Table of the Lord Now I come more neerely to direct 
bim about his due carriage there. And firft for fach generall carriage 
both of body and minde, as concernes every ordinarice ; I will bee 
— fhort,as haftening to the more pertinent carriage at the Table. For 
theexternall carriage firft, it muft not be unreverend, gazing ‘idle, 
offenfive, light, wandring, wearifome : nor yet Popifh, formall, 
refting in fome outward gefture, without any reverence of {pir it ; 
but fober, compofed, attending the duty and befeeming it. ‘Vnto 
which, finging of Pfalmes of praife may be added, fo as may 
not confound the a¢tion. And Almes alfo at theend-of the AGion, 
in token of true Thankefgiving ; that feeing wee cannot reach the 
Lord, our love may fall upon his poore Saints. As the 
behaviour of our fpirits, they are to be prefentwith God : the 
Liturgies of the old and new Church have that folemne claufe in 
hen Liftup your hearts ; We lift chemupto the Lord: ] ‘And 
-moft excellently. (rather like a Preacher than a King ) Jofa charges 
the people thus, 2 King, 32, 21. Keepe the Paffeoverto the Lord 
your God, A ftrange phrafe. If he had faid, Pray:tothe Lord, or, 
ive thankes to the Lord, wee fhould have conceived it ; but hee 


faith, keepe the Paffeover to the Lord? meaning, Raife up holy, 
heavenly hearts and affe@tions toward the Lord, who is prefentto’ 


fee your difpofitions, and thereafter to requite you. This for the 
generall, more in the particulars will be occalioned; 


But more {pecially the Lord requires of all his, peculiar behavi- 


cants g 


carriage. 


Of body. 


Mat. 26. 39; 
Pfali62: 
Nexe ofthe 
foule; 


Particulac 


outs at his Sacrament. The firft of thofe duties that concerne themy ‘carriage. we 
is commemoration, or thank {giving forthe Lord !efus:The Father the whole | 


_ prefents him at the Supper in his fulneffe,that we may make it as 


Monument of his death, and of all his benefis. This is that he faith;* 


gations 


Doe this in remembrance of me, As we feein-Colledges and honfes 


2 Sacrament. 


1.Commemo< 


founded by the bounty of great men,that they have fulemmne: dayes! 
commemoration,to rehearfe the names and bounties of therbe-» 


nefactors;fo the Churches thankes for Chrift & 


benefits, 


4 
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) A communi- 
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Parte; 
charift or ing. Now to this.end, it were not amifle for 

us, to fet before usthofepagterns of thankes which wereade of in 

ving or Scriptnte for the af we veade the 0f the 
Chrift. firft fix Verfes, wee fhalbfee how the Prophet breakes out into a 
Efay 63.1. atulation for Chrift. ( faith he )  herhat commeth up from 


ozra with red garments, glorious sn bis apparcll, mighty to fave> 

Wherefore. art th and.thine apparel sn the 
wincfatt Lhave twwaddenthe wine-preffe alone, Iwill mention 
the loving goodne ffe, &e, So 


hindneffe of the Lord, according toall the 
Revel.ns. alfo that of Saint Revelation Verfe 5. Who the faithful 
witne (fe and firft begotten of the dead, andthe Prince of the Kings of 
earth; who bath leved.us,. and wafbed us from our (innes in his owne 

blood, Aud path made us Kings and Princes unto God and bis Father 

Tim, 1.17. bee dominion and glory. for ever, See the like 1 Tim.1.17. 
unto the King immortal, invifible, the onely wife God be honour 
fine, and the Strength of fiuneis the Laws God. 
who giverh us vittery through our Lord. See alfo Rom. 7, 


Rom.7.24. 24; Whe foall deliver mee from this body of death? I thanke God 


through lefes Chriftiour Lord. Wee fee, the Saints-of old could’ 
make Songs of the:Lambe, and his deliverance and 
riam gave not(greater prayfes for deliverance from Pharao, than 
they could make Songs for Chrift ; Bur how fhould wee doe fo 2. 
Surely if we would take the like courfe with our bafe hearts atthe _ 
Sactament, whichthey cculd doe without it, wee fhould doe as 
they did; They filled their foules co the brimmewith the medita-. 
tion of his benefits: Sofhould wee doeat the Sacrament. The. 
Lord gives us a feat of him in all his difhes, wee may choofe | 
which our appetite moft longerh after, (allfummed up in 
feales of his body and blood: ) Meditate of that leve which made 
him forget glory, and become fhame, a worme of the carth : con- 
tinue with bafenefle, thirty yeares upon earth, | 
_ that he might be called afid annointed to fuffer and dye, Confider 
his mifery, reproaches, and angers from the vaffalls of Satan :. 
Iisbeing tempted by the Devill; {pending dayes and nights in . 
fafting and prayer : willingneffe to be taken by his enemies, and to” 
endure his Fathers:wrath to the tttermoft; and crying out, 
God, God, why baft rhon-forfakew Oull out. what 


{ 
: 
= 
| | 
| | 
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| but ) moft treacherous 


‘thou canft from the cratch to the croffe, flich ag affords the déepétt, 


the divine(t grounds of meditation, able to'conqtier ahd rayith the 
 foule, and to blow up that fparkle of and thankes which 
kindled inthee. Thou canft tute thee no way, but matter will 


offer it felfe to thee, to raife affections tothe Sacrament, == 
Matter being thus raifed, fet thine hearton worke therewith: 37 _ 
admiration atthis love of Chrift {0 fet upon thee, a traytor, a Hearg railed 
--pebell, when thou wert ( not the moft unprofitable or unworthy, “ort 
-) mo athoufand others ; let it caufe thee to Tohn 14.2% 
cry out : Why fhouldft thou thus reveale thy felfe to me,and paffe 
by fo many ? What fhould move thee toempty thy felfe to the bot- 34.4 Ghrift, | 
tome of all thy excellent contents,that thou fhouldeft obey even to pial. 2.4,5< 
the death of the croffe,and that for facha wretch as I,Ohjhow my 
foule is linked to thee { How doe I love thee? What parts, wealth, 
c{teeme, hopes, welfare,yea life it felfe fhould not be dung to mee 
in re{pect of thee! Whom have I in heaven but thee, or whom in phive, 045 
earth to be tothee | Yea'this abundance of thankes to ;¢. a 
Chrift fhould carry thy heartthrough himto Godthe Father, as 
Paul,Col.3.17. O Father,how couldft thou {pie out fuch a 
finner as I out of athoufand, tochoofeand call meehome? how — 
couldft thou forgoe thine onely Sonne, and fuffer him to bee made | 


the off-{cotiring of the earth, rather than I fhould perifh'! Ohtwho yyich. | 
isa God like unto our God, forgetting and pardoning the tranf-.end. | 


greflions of the remnant of thine 


‘itage Oh!My foule 


ifi- Of the Hoty 


eth the Lord, and my flefh rejoyceth in God my Saviour! From Ghof. 


thouldbe come tothe 


_ both the Father and the Sonne, let thy thankes proceed to the Holy 
_ Ghofts Oh bleffed Spirie;who bloweft where thou lifteft, . what 


moved thee to make this Sacrament, fach a fweete feale of pardon, 
a 


and heaven to fi a creature as lam? Why 
haft thou affu y foule by thefe {weete pledges of fecurity, that 
1 fhall not perith, nor for ever be feparated from thee |-My foule 
 fhall never forget fuch a bleffed Spirit, as hath conveyed his belt 


ch 
m 


aflurance into my foule,{o batren thereofbéfare. 
fay, thine heart fhould faften upon God the Father, Sonne,and 
Spirit with all admiration and thankes; and this thankes 33 
 fhould iffue into thy fouleall peace,joy, complacence and delight To compla- 
inthe Lord, All thy thoughts, defires, affections, fes,e clighs | 
_ Vours,and abilities fhould pitch themfelves in his fountain: w 


-‘Fefigne the frui§ Luke 1.472 | 


birth,and no _“ to bring forth, 
¢ 


‘ 
- 
; 
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‘fides this joy; thy foule being thus warmed and inflamed with the 
bounty of the Lord,fhould fhake offdeadnes, wearines, inconftan- 
cie,& renye her, covenant. with God for time to come,faying thus; 
Oh Lord, thus haft thou magnified merty above juftice towards me 
.. $ _. @finner? But what can thy fervant due to thee? What fhall I recom- 
To thankefull pence thee with for all thy love ? Oh! / will take up the cup of Salvaa 
a. fion and praife thee! 1 willnotapproach tothee with flockes of 
Lambes, or withrivers ofoyle,but withan humble, meeke, and 
Fighteous walking with my God!Oh!that there were fuch an heart 
‘in me of faith, love anduprightneffe, as to walkein and out with 
in all thy commandements, that it might goe well with me for 
ever! Ohthatthere were not rather fuch a bate heart of floth,eafé, 
—felfe, warldand fenfuality, to withdraw me!Oh!Let the thoughts 
4.  ofmine heart, andthe covenants of my foule and tongue be ever 
Indignation accepted andratified withthee,O Lord myGod! Then fhould F 
at Te, bale~ aoe 40 dayes to Horeb, even from Sacrament to Sacrament, inthe 
1.8. ftrength of this thy feaft | Yea this congregation wherein I ftand, 
= (which is pattaker with mejof the like metcy)fhould be a witneffe © 
of my faithfulnefie, & in the midft of thy Courts & Temple fhould 
I performe the vowes which I have madelyea & that grace which 
PhaLugue J habe found at thy Sacrament fhould goe with me;and follow me 
throygh my life, to feafon and fanGifie all my courfe, my prayers, 
“my worfhip,my marriage,my company, my bieflings, my croffes, 
my whole converfation! This may {erve for a briefe view of Sacrae 
mentall Thank{giving,or remembring the death of the Lord Jefus, 
The fecond duty, is perpetuation;intimated in that claufe of our 
Perpe- Saviour. For fo doing, yee fhew forth the Lords death till he come, 
twarion. will touch it but br 1efy. Firft know, jit not with the Sacrament 
Luk. 22.20, ofthe Supper, as it was with that daily Sacrifice whichthelewes _ 
God morning and evening. That was deftroyed when 
fay 66.23. the Temple of lerufalem was ruined by Titws Ve/pafian, But the 
The Sacra. Supper of the Lord Ythereby, is to laft till'the 
' menteternall worlds end in one part of the Ch or other. Popery by their 
inthe Church. curfed Maffe,& other hereticks by their devices,for many hundred 
yeares Satans enmity )interrupted fhrewdly the 
_ ‘parity of Chrift Sacramentall.They brought in a Sacrifice for a Sa- 
+‘ - @rament, and defiled this ordinance fo farre,that they quite defaced 
The Fewes {as hiftories relate) in derifion of the Supper, and of 
the Lord Iefus, were wont every Eafter, to fteale a Chriftian 
childe of ftripling, and to crucifi¢ himupona all (as mucty 


faith and good confcience,to come & partake this ordinance, in= 


° inthe alt ofCommunicating. 34% 


ages hath {till upheld the glorious beauty of his entire Sacrament, How upheldy | 


9.8. dayes,but more openly in Queen (Maries fuffered in our own a 
nation for the defence of this caufe of God:befides the thoufands of igen * 
Martyrs in other Countries by the Inquifition and tyrannie of Po- a 
oe Bifhops. Neither are wee to looke, that in any age ¢ till the ay 

ingdome of Chrift come)this holy ordinance fhallever want ene- q | ) 


mies: who either openly or fecretly,in part or wholly, will feeke go 


vive all corrupters and enemies ; and fhallbe perpetuated in her 
_ Church fo long,and fo daily ? Surely by thofe his people who ate the meanes-of. 


ruptions of Po 


thefe, I fay, are appointed to perpetuate the honour and dieni eg 
_ thereof, in {pite of allenemies.- Indeed I grant, that | 
foule in receiving, doe not this; but the, 


as in them lay)to deftroy the true doctrine and memoriall of Chrift 
Sacramentall. Truth is odious to the factors of fuperftition:and at ’ 
this day, what doe Papifts reproach with fo bafe termes as the Sup- te 
per of Proteftants, calling the Table of the Lord by the nanie of 6 
an Oyfter Board, and the Sacrament by the name of the Hereticke | | 
ordinary > alleadging, that their Altar and Tranfubftantiation are | 

the onely true meanes to honour Chrifts Sacrifice, which they offer | 

to God for the finnes of quicke and dead, but not receive from God k 
as a pledge of forgivenefle & holinefie. Now marke,the Lord in all : 


againft all fuch corruption and profanation. And that efpecially by 
fultaining his poore fervants to fhed their blood, in the defence of 
this caufe, We know how many hundreds in King Henry the 5. 6. 


either to undermine and obfcure the purity and honour, or over= 
throw the fub{tance of this Sacrament. But all invaine: for this’ 
fhall {tand as a brafen pillar in the midft of the flood, and fhallfir- 


honour and integrity, till the comming of the Lore Iefus to judge- 

ment, when all herefie fhall perifh with the breath of his mouth; 8. 

Satan himfelfe be driven ftom earth, and confined for ever to hell. __ hee 
But how fhall this creat worke be effected and continued inthe YjjuQration of 


members of the militant Church, who (like Champions of 8 et upholding it.y 
fhall ftand out for this precious Jewell committedtotheirtrnftand = 
fafegard, Both Minifters by their diligent teaching the doétrine-of 
the Sacrament, and vindicating thereof from the cavils and cor- i 
-: And the whole Church both Minifters and Y | 
ople, by their receiving this Sacrament according to the pureine Minifters 
tution ofthe Lord Yefus without leaven of mans mixture; Both *¢@ching, 


rd attends it in them, & effects it by them, while he fuftains them 


« 


$42 Of ourbehaviony aria? 
-cortuptly and fincerely. We fee then what a maine charge lyes yp. 
on tend Chriftan : though he be no Martyr, yet he 
feffour to the truth of the Sacrament fo oft as he receivesit, accor. 
ding to the ordinance. He holds out with an hand openly toall thar 
ean {€e,the death of Chrift,tull he come:and by his cleaving clofe 
the will ofthe Ordeiner, becomes a witneffe to hrift sacramen. 
tall : bearing downe, as witha {treame, all popith, fuperftitious, 
Tewith, wilworfhipping enemies of this holy Sacrament. 1 
Qnely fuch as by faith cleave to the inftitution of Chrift,thedo- 
@trine of a Sacrament and Sacramentall relation, the promifeofthe _ 
Lord Iefus to be prefent till the end of the world with all {uch : I 
fay, onely thofe that abandoning a Sacrament of forme and deede 
done, relt upon the power of a promife for making good the fruit 

, Of their réceiving to their foules in the Spirituall nourifhment of 

Thepreas the Lord Iefus, doc beare witneffe to the Sacrament againft all u- 

 dutyofare- furpers, whoelfe by their trickes and devices would robbe the 

sciverusged. Church of this Monument. Therefore it concernes every true Chri- 
(tian, not onely totake upon truit from others, the doftrine of the 
Sacrament, buttco underftand it themfelves warily in their recej- 
ving, that they cleave tothe rule of Chrift, and {top their eares to 
all Popith chapmen inthis kinde, who if they might be hearkned — 
unto, in their confecrated ftones, adoration, and other curfed ceres 
monies, foone would the honour of the Sacrament lye in the duft,' 

‘The duty lyes, not only upon the Doétor of the chaire,or the Prea- 

_ cher inthe pulpit, but upon each member of the militant Church, 
_ ‘That he thew forth the death of the Lord till he come. Keepe the 
— truft which is repofed in thee, poore as wellasrich, unlearned as 
wellas skilfull,bafe as well as honourable.!n this thou fhareft with 
the belt (for kinde though not degree ) that in thy receiving cor- 

 yuptly or purely, the truth & glory of the Sacramentis either pre-. 
 ferved,or betrayed to the enemies of the death of Chrift. Ifa man 
 fhould betruft thee at his death with the difpenfing ofhis wealth, 
and managing of his Orphans,as truly,as ifhe were alive to behold: 
- tell me, durft thou be falfe ro a man? And fhalt thou dare to be falfe 

to God, who hath betrufted thee with the Church treafure,I meane’ 

prefervation ofhis Sacrament in her pureneffe ? Looke wellto 
thy felf therefore: Thou art now a Guardian of Chrifts Orphan,not 
amans: and he willnot hold him guiltleffe who fhall forfeit this 
trutt: And this be faid of the fecond behaviour ofeach communicant 
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The third followeth, which I call, holy accommodation of the se 
fenfesand {pirit of a receiver, tothofe Sacramentall Aéts both of 
Minifters & people,occafioned at,& during the time of the Supper, her a@sand 
Inthe former Treatife I have handled them at large with their ufe: paflagen 
Heere I onely touchupon them briefly, in point of Actuall behayi- 
our, The fiumme is,that the Sacrament hath enough in it to bufie & 
take up the whole man of him that receives it:and it is no dead obe- 
ject, but lively and fruitfull,to exercife him who delights init : So 
that he fhall not need to borrow devotion from the relay how 
this man and that woman carrie themfelves, or by reading of Cha 
ters,& fuch like helpes. But the Lord will have him bend his fenfes 
to marke what aéts are there paffing betweene God and his people; 
for he knoweth,that the behaviours fetcht from the Sacrament are th 
ever fafelt and beftatthe Sacrament, And that by marking thefe 
aéts,the foule ofa beleever will gather one wholefome occafion or 
other to edifie it felfzas for example. When he beholds the Minifter 71.6.0; 
of God ftanding in Gods ftead,and feparating the Elemerits;he ga-. in ates 
thers,that God the Father hath given the Lord Iefus to the Church;. a «| 
and thereby comforts himfelfe in the free giftof God. ‘ie 
Secondly, when he {ees him to bleffe and breake the Elements ; The fecond 
_ he remembers that himfelfe pierced and brake his body and fidesby. 
_ his finne,and provoked the juftice of the Father againft 
_canfes himto eate this Lambe, and to mixe fweete meate with the. 
liearbes of mourning and contrition, | 
Thirdly, when he heares the Minifter offer the Elements to him- The thisd 
felfe in particular, he heares in him the voyce of the Father, exhor- 
tinghim to apply the Lord Iedus to. himfelfe for his-peculiar 
ftrengthening Satan, the world,and corruption, 
Fourthly, beholding himfelfe to thruft forth his hand to take, The fourh) 
eate and drinke the Elements : he rejoycethto thinke, that God a 
hath united them to Chrilt infeparably, that by the power of the 
ordinance, the one might carry the other into thefoule, and the. __ 
foule might faften withfaith and hunger upon both, as thetrue 
Nourifhment of grace, peace, joy,unto eternal life:fo thatnoenes, 
—— be ever able.to fruftrate the fruit of this Sacrament. Alfo The fifth 
when he fees the Church partake with him’‘in thefe mylteries, 
v pen an inward tender love and communion, quickned in his - 
heart,& drawing him sorejoyte in his own welfare(as 4 member) - 
in,and under the welfare of the Church,through which (as the bo- 
dy each member receives her own fpecial infnence from the head.” 


‘ 
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he Yea the Pfalmes and Almes of the Congregation, fung, and 
| given froma cheerefull and charitable heart, both to God and hig — 
| poore children ; doth provoke him to doe likewile, tofing witha  . 
grace in his heart tothe Lord ,and to diftribute with a loving {pirie d 
to the neceffities of the Saints, All which being pertinent Baton, ae 
to the Acts adminiltred,doe further and ripen the foule in the grace 
ofthe Sacrament, fo that it fhall not neede to repent her of her la. 
~ bour, but with the end of the Sacrament reape alfo the fruit and 
carry away the bleffing, and returning God the glory. And thus 
much ofthe behaviour of the communicant at the Sacrament; | 
which if it were well weighed, what difference fhould we foone: 
fee?a maine difference betweene the bafeneffe of man,and the 
—Conclafon, vifionofGod? Alas,this would banith all carthly, wearifome, fen- 
fall, wandring carriage of communicants : who cither for lack of) 
found knowledge, or elfe want of favour of heart, are faint to fill: 
~ upthe time of long Sacraments, with moit tedious thoughts and; 
affections, and fo defile themfelves in an irkefome receiving of 
that, whereto they made fo folemne a preparation. Whereas we 
know, that as it is. a greater commendation to a fubje@,to demeane 
himfelfe duly in the prefence of his Soveraigne,than only to.fpend 
thoughts before hand, how he may doe it: fe it isno {mall com. 
fort to a poore foule that hath painefully prepared it felfe, when 
alfo it can converfe with God in the Ordinance, fo,as it may lay no 
offence in the Lords and her owne way, froma plentiful difpen- 
fing of mercy upon her felfe, while the feafon of difpenfing lafteth. 
a And thus much for this Chapter. ig 


Cuar. X 


of the Sacrament was entred o 
_ Esto be done after the publick 
. ous thing by the moftro be fo precife, as never to have 

done:but to go from Church to chamber, & there finith the worke- 


But 


if 
| 
| a 
Tt 
| 
| 
Touching the due carriage of a Receiver after the 
4 Sacrament ended. 
; Thechicd and BSRMR O conclude the whole Treatife, ler mee alfo adde a word 
| lat General, OF two concerning this laft, bur not leaft duty of a com- 
gartiage after, municant after the Supper ; a piece of worke very litle 
| ~~™ regarded by the molt. Bur let us kr hat as {ome part 
/ 


___ difmay thee : bee able to quench them by faith : thinke it no" 


| after the Sacrament, 349 
But to fuch as make confcience of other ordinances in private, this 
will be more welcome:and no paines will be thought too great for 
theattaining of fo commodity. 

. Briefiy then,the Supper being ended, a Chriftian receiver fhould 
in private fet himfelfe in the prefence of God, and thefe 
two duties : The firft of faith. The other,due furvey of his recei- 
ving, Touching the firit. A Chriftian muft clofe up the whole atti 
on withthe Amen, and fobe it of faith, lotting upon the word 
God,that it (hall be to him in the fruice of his travell, according 
that which God hath caufed him to looke for. It comes in my 
minde what is recorded, 12. of the Church affembled toge« 


ther.in aries houfe. Thee had beene earneft to God for Peter 


in their paren, It pleafed God to heare them, and breake chaines 
aad prifons by them ; and to fend Peter miraculoufly among them, 


asthey defired. Now when the Damofell came in and told them it 
was Peter, they told her thee was mad ; it was an Angel, Whence | 
this, chat they fhould hardly beleeve that which they had). 


-focarneftly prayed for ? Surely, becanfe faithis fuch aftrangerto. 
our fpirie, even when itis at the beft, thatit feemesto bea 
-aboveus, Carnallreafon, feare, and diftruft are alway upon the 
latch ready to breake in when wee have beene moft {piritually oc~ 
qaupied, (how much more then ordin 
cares thus + Thus now thou halt beene. 
thou haft difcerned that which few have done at the Sactament's” 


ut what if all this thy labour fhould bee loft ? Whatif God 


fhould doe neither good nor evill ? What if for all this, chou thale 
bee no better than ifabfent ? Oh | Heere chen let thy faith Rill bee’ 
attentive to guard thy foule, asSathan is with his fiery darts to” 


Rtrange thing that unbeliefe hath never done affaulring thee: but’ 
ply thy felfe with this fhieldand Armour, till thou have frayed 
way Sathan fromthee, and recovered thy former part inthe pro-: 
mife, Say thus, Lord:wasthy word ftrong at my going to the Sas! 
€fament, and is it weake at my returne? not thou alway 
Ft the fame thing ? Is there any faadow of turning 

Shall Tin the generall fay with Martha, leh, 11. 23, 39. 
thoucan doe all things ; but when it comes to. the pith, thén 


ftart. backe and fay , Hee ftinketh ?. Farre bee it from 
thus to bee ata lofle > if ; 


a 


to Efay 53.,endy) 


arily )-andto buzze intoour 
asthou thinkeft: 


we 

a: 


In fpecialh 


duty. 


1; 


| 
Faith 
| 
Cony toc ve for ls ti frit thing Whict 


: 
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ia lookes for, thatthy faith fhould be asreallas the promife’s 

that thereby thy heart fhould bee fenced Soares and 
diflempers of carnall fenfe and diftruft, which elfe will breake iq 


thy wanzing heart, and weaken thy confidence: Alast wee 
Tf fee nothing, nor heare any voyce from heaven : wee behold the 
boldneffe and of Hypocrites, who after their recei- 
e this troubles a poore foule when 


‘Ning, are as merry as the beft : an 
finde ftageering, in fread thereof. But,difcourage not thy felfer 
better is fome feare where there is a treafure to lofe, thaall 
mirth, whenthy heartisempty. Onely ler this bee thy practice 
Lor thou uponthe truth‘of God, tobeare downe all chy doubrs 
and diftempers , as faft.as Diftruft and Sathan ply thee with. 
-Difpute for God as Iehofaphas did for vidory not thou fay 
gathe pro- Lord, thar when our enemies affaulted us on every fide, if wee 
Chro: 20. ¢; toward thy Temple, thou wouldeft heare from heaven and 
Bxamplesof very little: appeared for him, all rather wasagainft 
of but he (hooke alfoffwith thiscafting himfelfe, and-lotting 
Faith wpontheword of promife, Said Inot'to my Lord, deceive mee 
2 King.4.16/ nor (faith that Shwnamite to Elia: )Shee had lotted upon his 
- } fothat when the childe was dead, fhee was cheerefull, and 
‘went to the Prophette plead the promife. When e4domja was 
| gettote King, poore Bathfbebaand athan agree to got to Das 
wid, -and.encounter hime thus: Did not my Lord the King fayal- 
‘Wayin our hearing, Salomon (hall reigne ; how then isit that 
efdenija reignes? Canthefe ftand together? So fhouldit thou 
fay, Lord is not thy ficth meate indeedé, and thy blood drinke in- 
deede ? Saidit not thou, that hee that egteth the one and drinketh 
theother, hath eternall life in him ? Haft not thou promifed, that 
cae sree fhall chafe away my feares, my diftraft, my old 
of covetoufneffe, and uncharitableneffe, impatience, andthe 
like ? Whence is it then that {till they dare affanle The Lord’ 
or the word, it may beea done’ 
déede, as it was af{poken word. Give not the Lord over then, caft 
‘Retaway.thy confidence, but lot upon the word and fay, lbeleeve 
be'fo Lord, becaufe thou halt (aid it: and‘if any fhould come, 
methinkes youare better, fince Sacrament, { 
fhould not thinke it ftrange ;buc an{wer, you fay the 
Idéeleevel am f0,for thomouth of the Lord hath fpoken: it: 


Faith Jots up- 


- 


a 
A 


after the Sacrament)" 
fore if I (hould bee but as I was before, I'thould makethe Lord 4 


much forthe firftduty. 
The fecond 


his receiving, or what he hath loft,and ns, app 
And that in thefe three paffages following. For, if het 


- affifted him in his attempt, if he feele that {till his heart is dead and 
darke, and the fpirithardened from receiving fach grace as God. 


- offers ; then is he not to thake off all at 6 and 7, but to looke well 


about him. He is to confider, that fuch a watchword from God is 


altogether. If in {teed of a melting and broken heart, more cheere- 

full by the promife, more penitent and‘more watchfull upon the 

Sacrament, hee feeles the contrary evils to appeare; fullenneffe, 

boofenefle, deadneffe, unmercifulneffe ; then hath he neede to cone 

fult and give fentence. And whereas and time-fervers 


 fooke at nothing, fave how they may difpatch the worke,and then 
_ make account that God is tyed to their girdles, although ftill their 
_ corruption fefter and ranker in them fo much the more; the people 
of God are impatient of fiich 
And they conclude there is a pad'in the ftraw ftill: there i 


duty ilowerhs Thats Chrifvien after his receiving, 

mutt furvey the worke and the fruite of it, how he hath ora by Duty furvey 
ly himfelfe, our receiving, 

difapointe 


Ment. 


ind himifelfe in 
difappointed of that finite which he looked for,that God hath not 1. 


not for nought, the Lord is not wanting tfually to his ordinance 


3. 


@xcommunicate hidden in their tent, which they would notin that cafe. 


| hould take fome painesto prepare themfelves; yet the chiefe 
_ accepted of God (being in his micleannefic) or elfe Yome beloved 
Taft lyeth glowing at the heart, unfeene or elfe nnpurged our, Thus: 
was it with thofe 
Indges the 20, all whot 
felves to the Lord 
-agoodcanfe againft villa 
_ them, but flew 42 000 of them, even by thofe men of, Gibea, worle 
than themfelves, The reafon was, 


be wel 


nous trefpaffers. 


Idols, But when they faw the roote of the ma- 


lady, they durft no longer kicke againft the pricks:bur fellfadly to- 


fearch out their finne by fafting and prayer, tobreake their hearts 


: 


. But God was not with 73° 


ough the caufe vers 
yet they wereunfitto handle itatthartime, their confeience, 


t 


iftaelices, ‘Deut, $..29: and lobwarhelalt, ahd | 
themfelves very ftrongly to fight in 
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this the Lord altered his courfe alfo ; andatthethird onfetjgave 
the victory. Even fo muftit be with thefe:they muft-not 
the Lord over in this Sacramentall difcovery:ithey mult bleffe 
im uafainedly that hath rather by them,» \and by 
Hi 6060s tarniing a day of feafting into a day of forrow, fhewed them their 
corrupt condition, than to leave them {till hardned in their finne | 
Tf thou belong to the Lord, thou not-endure fa bitter a 
Countenance of his to becalt upon thee ; but recover hiv favourby 
_ a thorough purging out that venome which defiled thee: yea if ore 
dinary.meanes will not ferve, extraordinary fhall ; ofthe practice 
ga have {poken in the chapter of Repentance,and the trial 


cafe of recciving ; to wit, that thou haft beene faithfull to God and thine 
of feeling.» gwne foule in the worke : fothat thy confcience doth not accute 
thee, nor the Lord frowne upon thee:and yet for all chat, thou fill — 
wanteit that tecling and favour of the Sacrament whichthoude- 
fiireft co walke with: then thou art to apply thy felf otherwife;thar 
Whatto doein is, thou artto conceive, thatas yet thou art not fitted to receive 
Cite fuch meafure of grace,nor to.ufe it well;but rather wouldit be puf- 
fedup with it, and not be able.to honour God with it. The Lord 
: therefore goes about to try thy defire how long it willlaft,and how 
Tong it will thirft after the grace of the Sacrament, andagainitthe 
Rext time, grow more earnelt by this thy forbcaring; TheLord 


ould empty thee more of thy felfe, and convince thee how uns 
Worthy aveffell thou artto have it powred into thee, and he 
A.Cor.t2-9% need buffet thee,and bring thee low before he dare truft.thee with 


it ; and, {ecing all this is not from hatred, but inlove.fet thine heart. 
-atreft, make no hafte,nor limit the Lord,but patiently waite and te 
_ Well doing, & in time the Lord thall break the pride of thine heart, 
{ ‘and let in his promife by faith fweetly into thee, fo chat thon thait 
ot repent thec that thon, wert for atime de&rred,that thou migh= 
rewarded with more comfort,’ and Icarne to boalt 
a Thes. A@in = ‘Thirdly and Jaftly : If thou finde that the Lord hath fweetly fa+: 
of cisfied thee with chat, fruit of the Sacrament. wentelt» 
For to his fealt of the Lord ; fo that now thon art as one 
cheerefull in heart, meete for thy calling,and 


The: Secondly, if thou finde it to be otherwife upon due furvey of thy 


ae q 
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 -burthe falfe mother wou 
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,to renue again thy 


come. For the 


who at laft hath heard thy defire, and quit thee of thine adverfary 
which we upbraided thee with thy unfruitfull Sacramentszand For prefeme, 
now with poore Hasna to receive this s contort as one that meanes 
el witha fad heart, batto honour the Lord in the 
-ftrength of his owne gracious faithfalneffe + and to knit thine hea 
to him by the band of fo undeferved mercy. Secondly, for the pré- 
fent alfo thou mutt ground thy felfe in experience of Godslove, _ 


that it may bea pledge in thy bofome of like, yea ( ifthy finne let For 


not) of greater mercy, that thou maift not be to feeke of it. For the come. 
time to come, thou art to practife two things 1, Toufe fome si. 
meanes, 2. To exercife fome Graces. For the firft, thou art to fet * Bxercife 


itacsiones int and by all meanes to blow it up as with 
bellowes; yea, to hatch this in thee, that it perith. not, As 
Panlbids Timothy, to preferve that trult committed unto him, by 


loofe, the good things thou haft laboured for, till 


the laying on of hands. And fo thouldeft thou take heede leaft thou Time 


thou peta fullreward. 
Likewife there are two gracés of the Spirit which all fach have. 


caufe topraaife. The firft is feare. The fecond is care. By feare IF Some 
 meane as Heb;2,1, Taking heede leaft thefegood t due; 
of loofi is like the tender whic pesany of- Feare,” | 
| fence from the eye. And watcheth narrowly to all occafions 
all temptations of the world and Satan, ‘whereby! this: Cine 
- mibhebee and imbezzeld: The mother whofe the 
it in 
d; and by that Salemen bewrayed her.So 


childe was, would not give any way to the cutting 
2 King. 2, 28, 


- isithere, An hypocrite awha wants this Treafure (as the proverbe 
faith) fe fing beforee the theefe, having nothing to loofe, 


h he goe in the midft of a thoufand dangers, hee is not trou- 
the traveller who carries around charge him or 
behind him, cannot be fo merry. He comesnot to a place ofrob- 


bing or hazard, but he will be fure to have his sible of y neerchim, — 
8 have his hand upon his hilts.Ohthe is fenfible of his money} 


thankfallheart toGod, 


thy felfe on worke to pray y and feeke the Lord to nouridh chis fruffe “°™* er 
| 


~<a) 


true Chriftian : receives from Gods 
s withit a jealous leaft by fome meanes or other he 


ishe who thus and UPON 
Aa Secondly 


2. 
| 
his wat 
if 


. 


Gare. 


Mitra 5.16, 
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Secondly edve.’That is, hee isvery ttudious and, paine full to ings 


prove that Talent which hee liath received from the bounty of the 


Sacrament, lf he finde chat faithand her fruits be planted. trucly, he 
playesthe decupier of thefe Talents, We know a bate man, having 
gotten an@ borrowing upon ufedaily, hadngcde 
to looke to himielfe, as knowing all his hope is in his.credite, that 


hecan hold quarter, and keepe dayes of payment, So ought it to be 


29, 


| . ctament thou fhalt finde the fruit of it to aby 


witha Chriftian : he goesevery Sacrament and deeperine 


at the Sacrament, is as a new borrowed furmme of the V turer. fhe 
come notto the Sacrament for che betrer, be knowes he comes for 
the worfe, Therefore all his care 1s, how he may improve this trea- 
fifte; and be daily able by his occupying, to keepe credit with God, 
ahdito tinde favour with him for new veecits,as his needes require, 
The grace of the Sacramentis caltly and requires good. jmproove- 
ment: Andexcept aman walke inche ¢xercife 
fully and fruitfully; the Lord will withdraw his gifts, and come 
upon him asa hard niafter, who will exact the urtermoit penny of 
encreafe, And we know that commonly ifthe Y farer fall fare, ape 
ona débret he breakes his backe. To avoid thisanifeny, dearne this. 
Themore God betrufte thee with, the morecare 
in thy felfe that theu grow : Thatfo,the Lord may receive his own 
with increafe.And by this meanes of rev wire thy-felfe after the Sa- 
¢ in thee 


and tobe a: meane of thriving:io a good courfe. Which grace the 
Lord gtant this third dury. afeer the 
the whole doftrine bf the. ‘preparation, and hustecond Treatile, 
thus muck be OF var bilnow WEG 
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ged farthem, as, to preach, heare,pray, teceive the Sacraments, To 
fhould:be a toy 


 felves in nothing, fave in their cafe and formality of ferving God : 


Neckes to itsand beleeve. Let none miltag 


| 


Cuap.tr. 


4 
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direfions how a communicant may finde his 
paration to the Suppers and famsliar, 


T is the will of God that all his people doe finde his Howro hatte 
yoake cafie, and his burthen light both in thofe du- 
ties which ought ever and at each inftant to bedone, 
& asco beleeve, repent, tolive well, andto be ready to 
asalfuchote which are for ever due, but notat 
every inftant to doe : But at fch feafons as are meete anda ppoin- 


infiit in the onely inthis place The Lord loves not thatit Gods wil} js, 
to his eather-co try themfelves before, or it thould be 
atthe Table, or to furvey their worke after, Yer 
smpoflible itis, but fo it and willbe to fuch as:pleafe them- 


 _Butto fi a as know that God will have his yoake put on, and hdch 
promifed to makéit fweete, it will become. fos ifehey will yeeld Marth, 11, 28 
eme herein el kwow thar 
no oan or take away'the leaft oh wel ght Revel. 22.53 
from any) fervice of God: ie were curfed prefuumptien and 
ledge to doe ir: and curfed be he that doth =a ¢of God heg- Ter.48.10, 
—ligently. Yet neither.ought apy. to adde any weight of his owne 
tothe Lords worke,and to make it heavier Rte: himfelf hath made 
Buttake’ itasGod hath tramed it,moft lighr 
 theart applyed thereto. Now toa what I have faid, to this.Sa- 
ccrament : ‘What one worke of God among the outward )-is fo 
fhrugged at, and wearifome to the moft, as this of Triall and se- | 
ceiving the Supper ? On the one fide inen féele a great dioys, and | 
tch, and on the otherfidey the. K ings commanshis {treighs, 
ry is laid }them, -and woe ‘pastham doe, it ange; 
comes oth this ? Sol breake throngh it with re 
al | 


3 
t 
4, 
2 
| 


Ruks againft 


Rale, he 


Rom.7.24. 


32 Directions to finde Parts* 
and fhoulders, and doe it as they can, their owne eafe ahdfloath 
they will not fhake off, and the Lords yoake they are loath to take 
on, To prevent this eye fore,I have fet down thefe few dire@ions, — 
which [commend to the teachable: as for the foele (fet in his 
frame) I know though one fhould bray him ina mortar, yet would 


not hig folly depart from him, eC 
ro firft generally feeing that oncly Te the pure all things are 


— pure; and nothing be it never fo pure is favory to an uncleane heart, 


whofe minde and {piritis defiled: Let therefore this be the firft 
rule, That the heart and confcience be pure, and fo preferved daily; 
for fo the inner man will delight inthe Law of God, and the bent 
and {treame of the foule will goe that way, although wee be nor 
continually bulied in the outward per formance thereof, as in recei- 


ving the Sacrament, or hearing, &c. Whereas they, who ftill abide — : 


in their uncleaneneff, and their hearts are corrupt within them, ate 
at no time fit for any duty, whether prefent or abfent ; for why, 
they delight onely in that which followes their own principle, yea 


_ in any thing, fave that which tends te the honour of God, and their 


owne proft and comfort, So then, firft I fay, letus get a beleeving 
heart, and a pure minde thereby, nourifhing it daily, and then the 
inward man will bend it felfe to walke with God, in fuch daties as 
it meets with, be they liberties or crofies,be they hearing,prayer or 
Sacrament, nothing fha'l (through mercy ) come amifle toa pre- 
pared heart : Butas the playing of all leffons is equally feafonable 
to a well tuned inftrument, fo here. ri 
Secondly, being fer thus in frame, wee mu fo: 


daily. That is, wee mug live by faith, daily a nding Chrift 


toour {elves in his promife, for the fapport of our life by his daily 


influence and nourifhment. For {ceing the Lord is willing to — 
give us Chrift to be our wifedome and holineffe, and to be ours to 
om orvand doe all we have to doe in, as well any day, yefterday and 
for ever, aswell asto day, Heb, 13,8. yea as well every day as 
at the Sacrament, tobecome our meate indeede and drinke’ in- 
deede : what (fave unbeleefe) fhould hinder, why we fhould noe 
take him every day as well as any day, him ¢ I fay) with all the be- | 


nefits, as pardon, peace, and dire@ion,both for doing and fuffering, 


living and dying well ? Chrift is nor for a Pageant er Proceffion, to 
Now live I,yet noo but Chrifi im me; and t hfe 
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in the Sonne of God, To this end confider further, that wee receive — 
the fame Chrift in the Sacrament, and in the promife : If then wee 
be upholden by faith in the promife daily, that Chritt wil! beaur 2 
trength, hope, and will doe allour workes in us: Then 


y the fame faith the Sacrament will be welcome to us, although it 
were as daily as in the primitive Church, Af, 2. becaufe (till wee 
receive the fame C hrift,thou h ina differing conveyance. Deceive 4%? ¢n 
not thy felfe about thy life of faith, andthen thou fhaltnotbeecafi- 
& unprepared for the Sacrament, The Souldier that lyeth alway in 

ari{on is fitter to encounter the enemy ii the field, chan one that 

commeth from the fhop or plough, untrained for the battell. 

-Thirdly,we mutt be vigilant againtt thofe evils daily which fteale &4/e 3. 
into us, whereby we make a {eparation betweene God and us,and Ep? 6-1 & 
fo, betweene us and his Ordinances ; fettinga gulfe betweeneus 
and them, fo that we cannot come at them eafily, as the Sacrament 
by name: And contrariwife, we muft maintaine our daily fellow- 
fhip with God daily, in faith, patience, meekeneffe, diligent ule of 
meanes, meditating of the word, abfteyning from techinefle, 
worldlinefie, pride, inconftancy, unthankefulneffe, remiffeneffe of 
{pirit, bufying our felves about other, or more things than we are 
called to, &c, Which although at the time of committing them, 
they feeme nothing: (we not thinking of after-reckoning,or what 
hurt they will doe-us) yet in the meane time, we are corruptedand — ” 
hardned therewith ere wee are aware, Little dreaming what/an tll 
handfell they makeus toward the Sacrament.And moreover, when 
we would finde them out and confefle them at the Sacrament, we 
cannot fo eafily bring it to pafle, our heartsbeing a farre off to feeke 
through their diftemper. Sothen (in a word) keepe we our hearts 
undefled, and occafions as wee and we fall finde 
Sacrament. worke mightily fer forward thereby: fo'that the fo- 
lemnenefie and hardnetie of the taske will be well over : and wee | 
fhall come tout not asa Beare to the flake, bata to our appointed 
food; for notthisour fellow {hip with gtace much firthe- 
red thereby ? Marke but this : When we have newly beene at the 
Sacrament, we feeme pretty well affected : And what hinders ts 
from being fo continually, if fuch feurfe brake not out to defile us ? 
but wee imagine (bafely) that fellowfhip with finne and Chrift, 
_dight and darkeneffe, may be held together, which cannot be. 2 Cor.6.1¢, 
Fourthly, if we have beene prevented by Sathan, our ow? 1ddfe- 
nefle or other occafions, and haue fallen into the 


a 
4 


| | am, 3.40. 


1 King. 10,8, 


— 


~ 
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_ growth ingrace, But if at the Supper we have felr the 


med, or the like ::That we prattife a daily repentance thereof,breas. 
king our hearts, and faftning upon the promife,(by which we maft: 
get pardon, and new ftrength to obey ) and abhorre all fodering up 


of our falls by our owne devices. All men will confeffe that finne 


muft ke repented of, or elfe it will hurt us;but we make queftion of 
the time when it inuft be ; and fo Sathan bids us, putit off till after 
when more leafure is, or till the Sacrament come : for then it muft 
be done, and then as good make but one worke of it, as many, and. 
{pare our felves a labour;and repent of all altogether. But he that is 
wife, finding out his e-rours and {innes daily, will repent daily,and- 


‘Rot put it off fo long till hee have forgot it, and fo the worke will 


eee the more tedious. Befides,daily repentance keepeth the heart 
aft and tender, and preferves us wary of offending afterward, E- 
ven as when the water is much frozen by an hard and deepe froft, 


either it muft be broken and kept thin every anys that fothe cattle 


may drinke cafily; or elfe it will renew her hardnefle,fo that it will 
be hard to peirce it : Even fo if wee fufter our hearts, to goe on in 
finne, till we come to the Sacrament, wee fhall not have them foft: 
at our command, but fhall be much cumbred with them. 
_ Fifthly, our experience of former receiving fhould helpe and 


_ ftrengthen us againft next time ; We fhould not be as riven veffells 


which fuffer the liquor torun out as falt as itis powredin ; Oras 
thefive, which while itis in the water, holds water as well as a 
paile; but if out of it, then prefently dreines out : Contrariwife we 
ought,when we come from the Sacrament (as I have faid){erioufly 
to ponder what good wee have gotten there, or what we have fai- 
led in:if we have failed, we fhould covenant to humble our felves, 
till we have caft out that failing, asunbeleefe, floath, uncharitable- 
neffe, which deprives us of the fruire we looked for, as joy, 
to revive 
in us, then onghe We to retaine their worke and power in us, from. 
day to day, till we receive egaine. When E/ya had eaten bread and 
dranke water, hee went on forty dayes in theftength of it. So’ 
fhould we who have fed upon other dairities, and fo fhould we not 
be alway new to begin, but keepe our old grace, and increafe new, 
which is indeed to grow by the Sacrament, But of thisbefore. __ 
Laftly,we mutt fo ufe all private meanes of Religion, as they may 
be helpes to the publike, For private meanes are often, publike fel+ _ 
domer : If then fo oft as wee prayed, or read, or conferred, or me=- 
ditated,, we could have our eyes upon that hard taske of the Sacra- 
ment, 
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ment, and either pray for bleffing upon it after, or elfe blefle Ged 

for the good wee have formerly received : If we would in private 
by our felves mufe of it, and aske others how they have found i¢ 
eafie : we fhould finde the Sacrament a cheerefull and comfortable 
worke for us to goe about, in comparifon of that wedoe, But wee 
commonly mind thefe things all at once, when the Sacrament calls 
— upon us : which maketh it Bien e unto us, because it is not the ob- 
jye% which our eye was upon befere hand. And for thefe 6.Rules of 
direftion,thusmuch, 


— 


| 


why the Sacraments are fo unworthil partaken by fome, 
and fo unfrnisfully by others, 


vs 


(ormewhat of the unprofitablenefie and unfruitfulnefle 


maemo of them, in this laft period of my Booke, No man 


= neede wonder that hee who is awcke and unwil- 
ling to a worke, commonly findes it to thrive with himfelfe accor- 
dingly, that is, to prove barren and fruitleffe. Therefore the for- 


mer Chapter might be a reafon fufficient of this. Howbeit becaufe 


the fore is deepe, I will divea littel further into the caufes hereof, 


both inthe worfer fort, as alfo in the better, touching upon the re-_ 


F Inthe worfer fort(for I would have none thinke that I confound 


the difeafes of all forts) I have obferved fome caufes to proceede T 


fort. 
firft, one caufe is the general ignorance of people. True it is,Popifh ~*™"* 


from inward, fome from outward refpects. Touching the inward: 


blindneffe and error 1s removed, touching the merit, neceflity and 


worke wrought : and meer a people are free from bread wor- Ignorane: 


fhip : yea they thinke there is fome excellent thing in the Sacra- 


ment ; butif yee come to the upfhot of the matter, namely to de= 
mand what a Sacrament is, to what end ordained, what fruite it — 
affords, and how to bereceived : yee may goe(even in Townes | 


duly and well catechifed) and picke out {cores yea hundreds of 
_ people, who can give no common fenfible account of this ordi- 


nance : But are as blinde, about the doftrine of it,as the mole inthe’ 


> 


O that which I have faid of the unpreparedneffe of men ; 
Ped to the Sacrament in ‘the former Chapter: I may adde unprofitably, 


he worfer. 
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356 Why the Sacraments are {oanworthily Part.2, 
earth. What then {hall be faid of firch as live in utter darkeneffe 


The eure ofit is, that thefe anderiand, that as Hofea faith, they pe- 


rifh for lacke of knowledge, yea ignorance rotteth the heart and 


maketh it naught, and therefore that they catt out this bicter roote, 


and get fome meafure of light ; and plucke off the cover of datke- 
neffe, 


A fecond caufe, is fuperftit'on ; caufing a folemne yea Popifh o- 


ver reckoning of the Sacrament, viz. That it is fo holy athing that 


all muft not meddle with, fitter to be fhrined up under a Canopy, 
than brought forth into over ordinary ule: Alas! few men are 


worthy to come to fich mytteries : It is well forthemthey have 


devout hearts, aud love they «But as for that wifedome, faith,and 
charity, which isneceflary to partake them, they come fhort, and 
{o (they doubt) doe many that make themfelves skilfuller than 
they: Therefore they finde enough of it to come at Eafter, and 
fometimes neglect it then alfo, Oh | blinde idiots | The devill hath 


caft upon you the oyle of iuperftition to burne you up, as hee hath | 


calt the water of contempt upon the former. But for remedy know, 
That the Lord loves notext'cinities: he will neither admit the def- 
pifing fcorner, nor the fuperftitiou, elteemer, but count them both 
guilty. If God allow the Sacrainent to his faithfull people mn ordi 
nary, thy fuperfticious mannerlineffe is out of feafon slet reverence 
ze. thee toGod, but curfed be that fuper{tition which beates 
thee off. | 


A third is brutith ptofanene fle of life. What communion is 
there with Chrift and Belral? Many doe fo debauch their lives with 


odious drunkennefle, cofenage, lying, {wearing, Sabboth breach, 
with other abhominations, proclaiming their (inne as Sodome, ab- 
horring the light, and maintaining their lults and pleafures againft 
it : that their hearts are powred out as water : and there is no heart 
left inthem to looke after the Sacrament : They tell themfelves in 
fecret, That fuch holy things are not for dogge, : Swine more be- 
come the troughthan the Table : The Divellalfo takes on and tor- 
ments them "a if they dare looke roward the Sacrament, ) and tells 
them, They have another trade to thrive upcn,their whoring, their 
riot, their roaring, and emptying themfelves into their lufts with. 


out all controll, and {tabbing all that give them a crofle word,mult 


be their joy and delight, andin ftead of all Word and Sacrament, 


And thus they defperately goe on faying, There is no hope, Jeremy _ 


2. a5- Theremedy is, That they fubmit to Gods terrours, and bene 
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ding of their enmity wath God, and care to 


andfounfruitf{ully received. 357 
their ungodly courfes,and try ifthe terrours of Ged can tame them» — 
and bring them into fome gererall compafle, | 
A fourth caufe is, conceit of mens civilitie, innocencie ard good Gecece af 
life among men : Lut voidrefle of grace, and being quite eftranged being 
from the life of Religion. Now how can fuch finde any felifh in the cur of Coye-. 
Seale of that Covenant which they regard not? Itsenough forthem nan, 
that they keep their;Church,fhunne the Alehonfe and drurkerefle, 
be no open profane offenders : but they keepe quarter with their 
owne Idoll, and fer up that in ftead of God, his Word and Sacra- 
ment, their harinelef{neffe and cw tefie, mutt goe for pay with men, 
thougli they te neyer fo fulfome in Gods account. | condemne net _ 
¢ivility, nay 1 praife it: yet the refting ina principle of our owne, Remtedy. — 
_flerves the heart of Gods grace, when a man refolves there to pitch, 
Let thefe men learne to be out of all favor with themfelves,know- 
that their excellencic ftands in athing which is quite underline 
ef grace, and fofecke to {cafon their foules withtce uncerftan- 
keepe covenant with 
him, which onely can make the feales favory, od il 
outward caufes there are alfo of this Firfl,the want of the 
Miniftery, and meanes of knowledge of Gods Ordinances, andthe caules. 
Supper by name. How fhould Minilters preach of the Sealesthar *Wantof 
underftand not the doctrine of Chrift himfelfe ? Nay Lmourne to 
{fpeake it, divers Minifters neither unlearned, nor unpainetull ( in 
their kind) norungodly ; yet in point of the Sacrament, doe little 
— acquaint either themfelves or the people with it, almoftthrough — 
the yeare except in a paflage a farre off, I dare not boaft my felfe, I 
know well mine owne wants : but if I might draw any toemula- 
tion,. I durft fay, That whereas my poore labours for twelve yeares, Remed 
were more upon this, than any other one point;!am not afhamed 
to fay, I found the argument more fruitfull atthe end, thanall the 
while, And doubtlefe many good:people there are whomourne for 
the barttnnefle of their Minifters in this kinde, as muuch as rheir 


Secondly, bafe example, Sinne, 1 Pett. 18. goes flrong in the 2 Bale 
ftreame of tradition, When asin atowne you fhall have twentie ple. | 
families into which the. knowleege and favor of the Sacraments 4 Pet.1.18, 
never centred : how fhould it defcend inro their children ? No,. But | 
as2 Keng. 17, wit that worfhip which thofe Samaritans had lear- 2 Kin.a7.ult.. 
ned, was continued many hundred yeares gfter, even till Chrifts aa 
tune, /ob.4, So here, looke what unfayorinefle of Sacraments was 
j in 
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in the grandfatherandfather or mother, it defcends as an inheti- 


| Remedy. tance to their potterity, running in the bloud as adifeafe. The res 


medy is, that young onestdoe withdraw themfelves from fuch cur- 
fed cuftomes of profanenefle, and fiifter the word to feafon their 
hearts more deepely with grace and the love of holy things more 

. Geepely, than lewd cuftome bath leavened themwith the contrary, — 

Thirdly Scandall. When the bad {tumble at the actions andilives 
Scandill. of fuch as are frequent receivers ( who may be and 
Ja when they fee that fuch datecogge and cozen men ef theirefiates, 
undoe men by breaking andrunning away:and fometimes be as jo- _ 
viall and merty companions as themfelves, as to lic, traduce o- © 
thers, breaké promifes, play the worldlings, and the like; Oh { 
they conclude, There is no.great matter in receiving the Sacra- 
ments, and if this be che religion of fach, let us abide ftill drinkers, 
&c, Ohi fearefull fcandall'{ Thou fhonldeft binde thy felfe by re- 
ceivi ng t? an inoftenfive courfe of meckeneffe and love, that thou 
migheit winne honoufto the Sacraments, But for redreffe hereof, 
let fuchconfider th€ woe to all that oftendothers, and all that are 
oftended at others, Its juft with God to fet one againft the other, - 
that fuch may\perifh who love not the truth : One {hall not neede 

“tomockethe@rher. Thisforthefirh, | 

oo _ Now for the better fort, even with ‘them alfo it is not well, _ 

enn They debarre themfelves of the fwecte fruit they might enjoy. 

| Better fore. And why? Surely becaufe the entire value and honour of the Sacra- 

Cautes, ment is not nourifhed in their hearts, the true gaine of them con- 

No eee _ tinues notin their foules, They ponder not the {pirituall nature of 

3 Pig them, they believe not that God can blefle them as he hath promi- 

wrorih of Sae they hold noftrength from them any time,but forget it by their 

aaments. vanity and giddinefle. They cannot fee how the Spirit of Chrift 
ee givesefiicacy to the Sacrament to purge them fiom the wrath, re- 
venge, lightnefle, abufe of liberties: and the lefle they gaine b 
them (through their owne finne) the leffe they love them. Much 
leffe doe they confider the fealing power of Sacraments to give the 
| foule affurance of that which other Ordinances aione cannot. The _ 

Remedy. remedy whereof, being that which oft hath beene preffed, Tneede 

| noturge it. rw I aime at this, that I may give the Reader a view 

together of thefe difeafes for his betterrecovery. 

a Secondly, even the berter fort are much given (oft times) to hide 
Hiding of their Owne follies, and to beare with themfelves too much, even in 
‘sheirfane. thofe errors which breake out openly enough to the eyes of oe 
wue 
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wife obfervers, Now if the fight of our wants is not all that God 
requires of his people, what hall be faid to fuchas in felfe-love ap- 
plaud themfelves, and looke fo much’at their few commendations, 
they are lothe to acknowledge their blemifhes. And fure it is, 
he that walkes with fence of few wants, makes God fupetfuous 
in his Sacraments, For remedy hereof, goe to the Chapter wherein 

this point is purpofely handled, | 
Thirdly, many of thefe are deepely tainted with worldlinefle and 
have no meafure in their earthly bufine fie : whereby neither their 
preparation to the Sacrament, nor their furvey of ft, either before 
or after can roome with them. All ts too little, for worke, 
~ worke. Oh! thou fhalt have thy belly full of it ohe day (with aking 
forrow ) when confcience {hall prefent thee;with thy finne,, 


and fhew thee how many Sacraments, and the fruit of them, this — 


gulfe ofthe world hath devoured without recowery : And whata 
narrow entrance into heaven, it hath caufed to thee, who ( if thou 
had{t*been enlarged to Gods opportunities, as they to thee )mightit 


have found a large doore opened unto thee, Then fhalt thou be 


wearie of thofe cavills which thy covetous heart Rath caft upou the 
Sacrament, as thefe ; Where finde ye that {fo much coft is required 
to the Sacrament,that men mutt lay afiee their bufinefle, and looke 
after that ? Nay, where findeft thou rhat the matters of fo divine a 
Nature muft ftoope to thy bafe trafh ?. And fo ingrofle thy hearer, 


that when holy things are in hand, thy foule is no where lefle than © 


where thy body is ? So that thou hadft as good doe never a whit, as 


never the better ? The Remedy is, Refigne up thy felfeand ends to Remedy. _ 


~ God: make him the Moderator, and hee will not defraude thee of 
thy worldly dué, ifthou wilt be ruled Butif thy felfe be judge, the 


Lord muft needes prove the lozer, To thefe I might more, More caufes. | 
Asthat men make adead worke of the Sacrament; they live notadded. 


_ by faith in it, they walke not humbly and tenderly, but fuffer {mal-. 
ler evils to lurke in them and defile them ; till they feele confcience 
crazed, they make not uptheir breaches by {peedy repenting, but 
foder and crult them over, they ply not Sacraments with other pri- 
vate and perfonall helpes meete to preferve the grace thereof; tut 


inthe midft of their flightnefie, vanities, and pleafures which they 


mixe with holy things, they looke to fare as well as thofe that 
watch clofely to thofe {uccors ; wherein as they are foulely decei- 
ved, fo let them know, that the Lord is righteous,and will not con- 


ceale the labour of Jove in his better fervants to equall 
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“Remedy. and careleffe with them in bleffing, For remedy whereof, lee them 
Conclufion of looke backe to the Chapter of Repentance. And thus at laft I have 


the whele. —_alfo finifhed thefe few advices, added to the Doctrine of prepara- 


tion; Craving therefore of him, who is 4/pha and Omega ( and 
- hath now brought us toan end of our purpofe) that h¢e would fer 


home this do@trine of the Sacrament to the hearts of the Readers:1 
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